
HIMALAYAN AND NORTHERN INDIAN GAME. 





hettd and akin, 
t* Cmduntit Stag. 

3. Ibex.' 

4. MatltluMr (Pir Puncttal). 

d. Sttftow. 

7« Oorial. 

9. Indian GaaeUe^ 


xo. Cheetal. so.' Tiger. 

XX. Black Bear (Hiinalayati)i sx. Gooral skin, 
xa. Brown Bear. as. Mu«k*deer skin. 


X3. Black bock Antelope. 
X4. Musk-deer. 

15. Barking-deer. 
x6» Jurrow. 

17. Neelghao bonis. 

x8. Hog-deer. 

xy. Four-honied Antelope. 


S3. Surrow skin. 

34. Blade Bear skin. 
S5. tiger akin. 

26 . Leopard skin. 

87. Brown Bear skin. 
s8. Borrell skin. 



HINDIJ-KOH: 


WANDEKINO^ AND WILD SPOST ON AKP 
BEYOND THE HIHALAIAS 


BY 

MAJOR-GENERAL DONALD MACINTYRE, $.C, 

I-ATK PRINCE OP WALES* OWN OOOBKBA8 ; 

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL OEOaEAPTriCAL SOCIETY 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS 


NEW EDITION 


WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS 
EDINBTJR&H AN0 LONUON 
MDCCCXCt 




TO 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, 

HONORxVRY COLONEL OP THE AUTHOR’S LATE REGIMENT, 
THE PATRON OF ALL MANLY SPORTS, AND A 
TRUE DISCIPLE OF ST HUBERT, 

THIS BOOK IS, 

BY GRACIOUS PERMISSION, 

MOST HUMBLY AND RESPECTFULLY 


DEDICATED, 




PKEFACE TO NEW EDITION. 


In prefacing this new and revised edition of ' Hindu-Koh,’ 
its author has little more to say than to thank his readers 
and reviewers for the kind and indulgent way in which the 
book has been received. An opinion was frequently ex¬ 
pressed that an index would have been an advantage, and 
this has now been added. 


PEEFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 

The subject of Himalayan travel and sport is now so old a 
story, that an attempt to create further interest in it is an 
almost hopeless undertaking, especially for one who has been 
more accustomed to handling the mountain-staff than the 
pen. But, old though it be, the field it embraces is so vast, 
that it may still afford scope for variety even should it lack 
originality; and such the author would fain trust may be 
the case in this instance. The following pages; however, 
are in no wise embellished with a vein of romance, which, 
whilst perhaps rendering a narrative of this kind more 
attractive to the general reader, is apt to give a fanciful 
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PREFACE. 


and overdrawn picture of the reality. Nor has their writer 
any pretension to being either an erudite traveller, or a 
noiighty hunter to whom hair-breadth escapes and thrilling 
adventures have been common occurrences. Consequently 
he is well aware that he is somewhat rashly launching his 
frail craft, so to speak, on the ruthless waves of criticism, 
with a very great risk of its foundering. But he trusts that 
the friends at whose suggestion he has ventured to put these 
simple reminiscences into print, and his brother sportsmen 
—more particularly the younger ones, for whom they are in 
a great measure intended—may find something to divert 
them in this humble endeavour of an old member of the 
fraternity to portray a few scenes and incidents gathered 
from his l)07ia fide notes of wanderings and wild sport among 
the fells and forests of the Himalaya Mountains, and on the 
bare rolling uplands beyond them. 
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GHAPTEB I. 

The bygone performances of an old muzzle-loader ” may 
l)erbaps be considered rather obsolete by the young sports¬ 
man of the present with his double “express/' But as 
human nature always has been, and, I opine, ever will be 
much the same, the pleasure of studying the habits of wild 
animals in their native haunts, the excitement of the stalk, 
and the charming influence of grand and beautiful scenery, 
must be little altered now from what they were years ago, 
when first I tried my “ 'prentice hand " with the rifle among 
the highest mountains in the world. 

Before proceeding to narrate these old-fashioned perform¬ 
ances, let me account for the heading I have given this book, 
as to some it may appear far-fetched. So many works had 
already been produced on the same subject, with a “ Hima¬ 
layan " cognomen, that I was at a loss to find a new name 
for such an oft-told tale. To quote Solomon, “ There is no 
new thing under the sun,” so I selected as a title an old and 
but little-known designation for the Himalayas—“ Hindu- 
Koh ”; and an ancient name would, I thought, suit well 
with a somewhat threadbare topic. Moreover, as every high 
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HIMALAYAN SCENERY AND SPORT. 


peak of tills mountain-chain is to Hindoos an object of more 
or less veneration, this term,^ which signifies “ Hindoo moun¬ 
tain/’ is, I think, quite as apposite, though perhaps not so 
pretty as Himoddya —derived, it is said, from two Sanskrit 
words, hima and ay ala, abode of snow.” 

It is now generally accepted as a well-established fact, 
that these great northern bulwarks of Hindustan, and their 
vicinity, contain hunting - grounds which may be classed 
among the best that are known. For grandeur of scenery, 
the Himalayas stand unrivalled. Dame Nature has, indeed, 
been more lavish of lier charms here than in any other part 
of the universe. Tliat these are not exaggerated assertions, 
the many interesting records that have already been written 
on the well-worn though inexhaustible subjects of Himalayan 
travel and sport bear ample testimony, and render the fol¬ 
lowing humble attempt to describe some of my own un¬ 
scientific wanderings and experiences quite unnecessary for 
this purpose. 

Long ere I was old enough to handle a gun, an innate 
love of the pursuit of the fcrm wxturoo found vent in trap¬ 
ping birds by tlie numerous means devised in the youthful 
mind, and in rambling in quest of their eggs; rat-hunting 
at the dismantling of a corn-stack, the wild excitement of 
which, I the4 thought, nothing could surpass; and suchlike 
ways of indulging juvenile sporting instincts. I doubt 
whether the keen delight felt on killing my first game-bird 
—a woodcock—has in all ray shooting experiences been 
equalled. To my good fortune in having been a Goorkha, 
so to sx>eak, during the whole of my service in India, is due 
the fact of my having had such opportunities of fostering 
this taste for wandering and wild sport as seldom fall to the 
lot of the sojourner in the far East. For the Goorkha bat¬ 
talions are generally quartered either in or near the Hima- 

^ Koh being the Persian for “mountain,” this name probably originated 
with the more western Asiatics, The range was known to ancient European 
glographers as Emodos and Inxaus. 
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layas; and the Nepalese mountaineers, of whom they are 
composed, are second to no other shikarees, not to say sol¬ 
diers, in the world. 

The first three years of my service were passed at Pesha¬ 
war, which, though an excellent school for a soldier lad, 
from the practical lessons taught in the frequent expeditions 
that took the field from it against the turbulent hill-tribes 
on the frontier, afforded little scope for sporting proclivities 
beyond good snipe-shooting and quail when in season, or an 
occasional chance of hawking tlie Oubara (small bustard), 
&c., in which sport the richer natives of the Peshawur valley 
often indulge. 

Towards the end of 1853 we marched for Eawul Pindi, 
in the Punjab, a much better field for sport, owing to its 
proximity to the foot of the Himalayas—its neighbourhood 
being tlieii well stocked with game — and the excellent 
luahseer-fishiiig which was to be had within reachable 
distance. 

I was out after Oorial,^ the wild sheep of the Punjab 
{Ovis cycloccTos), and gazelles, here termed “ ravine deer ** 
(Gazclla BenncMii), among the comparatively low but some¬ 
what rugged hills, and the deep ravines in the western part 
of the Eawul Pindi district, when I was recalled from my 
leave and ordered to proceed with a recruiting-party to an 
outpost on the Nepal frontier, in the mountain province of 
Kumaon. It was then tlie end of March, and I had two 
months of hot travel before me, as there were in those days 
no railways in Upper India. But the long j<*pCftey o|^, 
little account, with a cool climate and such a fine coinl|||p|^ 
for game in prospect at its termination. 

Marching through the plains of India during the hot 
season is by no means pleasant. I therefore resolved to 
avoid the heat, the dust, and their concomitant evils as 

^ The Oorial is the almost exact counterpart of the Moufflon of Southern 
Europe. It is found plentifully distributed over the Salt-range in the Puiyab, 
and among the lower ranges of Afghanistan. # 
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much as possible, by diverging from the regular route and 
travelling for a part of tho way through the outer Hima¬ 
layan ranges. With this intent I made direct for Simla— 
that Indian Capua which, with its salubrious climate and 
social attractions, is, like its ancient prototype, much fav¬ 
oured by the magnates of the empire, who are wont to 
luxuriate there during a great part of the year. Thence, 
about ten days* stiff marching brought us to that other 
popular, but less ostentatious, mountain resort—Mussoorie. 
The scenery and climate on this portion of the journey were 
a truly delightful change after the dreary monotony and 
thick sultry atmosphere of “ the plains.’* The clear bracing 
air of the mountains and the refreshing fragrance of pine- 
woods instilled new life into one. Now our path would 
wind for miles througli forests of noble deodar cedars, or of 
grand old oaks and rhododendrons, their gnarled and crooked 
branches all bedecked with lichen and orchids, or ragged 
with trailing beards of grey moss; and the rhododendrons 
(which here are not merely shrubs, but large forest-trees), 
although past the season of their flowering prime, were still 
gorgeous with a wealth of crimson blossoms. Now it lay 
along some bright green valley, beside a clear brawling 
brook dancing in the sunshine over its pebbly bed, and 
flanked on either side by wooded heights or steep grassy 
slopes. Sometimes, where it traversed a rocky eminence 
or an open hillside, a superb panorama of the distant range 
of . perpetual snow would be disclosed to view,—the long 
irregular chain of grand frozen peaks and ridges rising 
sharply on the clear sky-line, and stretching away right 
md left, their pale summits gradually becoming more indis- 
ilJct as they sank towards the far horizon. 

5 The greater part of a day was spent in crossing a deep, 
upid river by a rope bridge, or "jula** as it is called. A 
jtout rope is stretched from side to side, generally between 
two convenient rocks. Each man or bundle of baggage is 
p^ced on a short plank of wood, like the seat of a swing, 
which is attached to the main rope by a crooked bit of 
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stick, forming a kind of running-block. The load, animate 
or inanimate, is sent sliding along down the rope as far as 
its weight will take it, and then hauled up to the opposite 
side by a guy-rope attached to the running-block. Although 
there was little or no danger, I was glad to find myself on 
tenn /irma again after being swung over, the more so as I 
had just seen the load of baggage that preceded me left 
dangling in mid-air above the roaring torrent, until the guy- 
rope, which had parted company with the block, was re¬ 
placed by an acrobatic individual who clambered out on the 
main rope to repair damages. There is another kind of 
jula, made of ropes formed of twigs, twisted and bound 
tightly together, which, though more elaborate in its con¬ 
struction, requires more nerve to cross. Eor the crosser has 
to perform a sort of dance on the slack-rope, with nothing 
to prevent his falling from it into the water but two smaller 
ropes for his hands to clutch on either side. 

Before descending from Mussoorie to the Dehra Boon, 
through which a portion of our route lay, the view of this 
beautiful valley, as we looked down on it from the heights 
abruptly rising 5000 or 6000 feet above it, was singu¬ 
larly imposing. Some fifty miles long by about twelve 
miles broad, and over 2000 feet high, this forest-clad valley 
or Boon ” lies along the base of the mountains, its wide- 
spreading jungles interspersed here and there with open 
tracts of long grass, irregular patches of reclaimed land, and 
intersected by broad beds of shingle and sand, where the 
tortuous streams flowing along them shone afar in the sun¬ 
light like bright threads of silver. On the east and west it 
is bounded by the rivers Ganges and Jumna respectively, 
where they first issue from the vast mountain-gorges through 
which they roll down from their sources among the eternal 
snow ; on the south, by the low but very rugged and wooded 
belt of the Sewalik hills separating it from the plains be-f 
yond, which fade gradually away in the distant heat-haze 
that blurs the horizon. 

Our way next led through these dense woods, in which, 
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one morning, I chanced to have a rather exciting interview 
with some of their wild denizens. Having heard pea-fowl 
calling hard by, I had left the road in quest of them, fol¬ 
lowed by a little Goorkha carrying my rifle. As we were 
skirting along a large patch of very tall reeds (called null 
or nnrlnd), a rustling noise, evidently made by the movement 
of some large animal, was heard therein. Our doubts as to 
what it could be were soon dispelled by finding the fresh 
droppings and tracks, or “ mullen,” as the latter are there 
called, of wild elephants, as well as by sundry snorts and 
rumbling sounds which were now and again heard. Loading 
my gun with bullets, and exchanging it with the Goorkha 
for the rifle, we stole cautiously through the reeds towards 
the spot whence the sound proceeded, and had not to go far 
ere I discovered the head and big flapping ears of an ele¬ 
phant a short distance from me. Suddenly detecting our 
presence, the animal cocked forward its ears, whisked round 
in an instant, and went crashing away through the reeds, 
followed by two well-grown calves, of which I just caught a 
glimpse as they disappeared. In my excitement I let drive 
at the old one’s stern, which foolish example was followed 
by ray companion. She merely gave a shrieking trumpet 
and continued her flight. Had I then been more experi¬ 
enced in such matters, I should have known the danger and 
folly, not to mention the cruelty, of so reckless a proceeding; 
and had it chanced to have been a male, he might have 
made our position rather hot. 

Thinking we had seen the last of the elephants, we had 
cleared out of the reeds, and had been skirting along them 
for some distance, when again we heard a tremendous crash¬ 
ing amongst them. Each moment it grew louder as it 
rapidly drew nearer. Either the injured elephant, or one 
of her mates that we had not seen, was evidently making 
straight for us, with the intention, we imagined, of resenting 
our rash and random shots. The business now seemed about 
to assume a more serious aspect, for we were in the open, 
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and not a tree of any size was near round which we might 
have dodged the animal; but the plucky little Goorkha 
stood firm as a rock as he quietly whispered, ** Look out, 
Sahib ! well give it her in the head when it comes in sight/' 
However, perhaps fortunately, no head appeared, for just as 
we c.xpected the elephant to be down upon us, with a loud 
snort it suddenly stopped short, and nothing more did we 
see or hear of it but the rustling of the reeds as it made off. 

After three days' travel through the Boon, we quitted 
the hill-tracts for the open plains, where we crossed the 
Ganges at Hurdwar. The great holy fair at this place of 
Hindoo sanctity, where countless thousands of pilgrims 
annually congregate to themselves in the sacred 

river, was recently over, and the vast crowds had dispersed, 
carrying with them, far and wide, that terrible pest, cholera, 
which, as usual, had broken out amongst this sweltering 
mass of humanity in a fearfully virulent form. I firmly 
believe that those dreadful epidemics which sometimes 
almost devastate whole districts of Hindustan and its neigh¬ 
bouring countries, emanate principally from this source. 

After ten days' weary travel through a fiery atmosphere, 
resembling the colour of pea-soup, myriads of flies, and with 
disease rampant around, we hailed with intense relief and 
joy our first sight of the outer hills of Kumaon, as they 
loomed through the murky haze. Our last day's march, 
before re-entering the mountains, was across the Terai. 
This belt of dense forest and swamp extends, as is well 
known, for hundreds of miles along the base of the Hima¬ 
layas, varying in breadth. From June till November its 
climate is deadly. During the rest of the year it is com¬ 
paratively healthy, when game of many sorts and sizes, 
from a jack-snipe to a wild elephant, may be found there, 
not to speak of the mahseer-fishing in its rivers. There is 
always, however, a feeling of restraint when boxed up in a 
howdah, as well as a certain amount of dependence upon 
the elephant that carries yon and the mahout who drives 
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it, which, in my humble opinion, detract much from the 
enjoyment of this style of sport; and from the close heat 
of the atmosphere and the thickness of the jungle, it can 
hardly be either pleasurably or properly achieved in the 
Terai on foot. For my part, give me mountain work, with 
its freedom of action, glorious scenery, and fresh bracing air, 
and with one*s own wits and limbs only to depend upon in 
pursuit of game. 

After a rest at the mountain sanitarium of Nynee Tal, 
with its deep clear Tal, or lake, lying embosomed among its 
beautiful surroundings of steep wooded slopes and moss- 
grown crags, a few days more through the mountains brought 
us to our recruiting station, and, I may add, my first hunt- 
i^g-gToimd in the Himalayas, after a long hot journey to it 
of about 750 miles. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

The outpost of Shore, or Pitlioragarh, as it is officially 
termed, at which I had arrived, is situated in a pretty, 
basin-shaped, green valley, about eight miles in circumfer¬ 
ence, at an altitude of somewhat over 5000 feet. The 
valley is encircled by high hills, except where a wide gap 
to the north-east discloses a beautiful glimpse of the snowy 
range. The post consists of a small British-built fort, and 
a stockade perched on an adjacent eminence; a few native 
shops; the huts for the detachment quartered there; and 
three dwelling-houses for the officers. 

Black bears and other large game were plentiful at that 
time on the neighbouring heights, and hill-tigers and leop-* 
ards were not uncommon. One grand hill, immediately 
south of the valley, and rising about 3000 feet above its 
level, was especially famous for game—the Thakil by name, 
so called after a singular kind of palm-tree that grows on 
it, and seemingly peculiar to that hill, as I observed it on 
none of the neighbouring ones. Its bare straight stem, 
topped with a bunch of feathery, fan-shaped fronds, has a 
rather anomalous effect, shooting up singly, to a height of 
30 or 40 feet, here and there among gnarled old oak% 
rhododendrons, and conifers, at an elevation of between 
6000 and 8000 feet above sea-level, and more especially 
in winter when the hill is covered with snow. 

On the evening of my arrival I had been dining with the 
officer commanding the outpost, who was then the solitary 
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European resident at the place,—and any of his contem¬ 
poraries in the Bengal Presidency who may chance to read 
this, will wot how well and amusingly I was entertained by 
my host, poor Frank Crossman, who has long since joined 
the majority/* When bidding me “ good-night,** he laugh¬ 
ingly expressed a hope that I might not be disturbed in the 
house where I had taken up my quarters, as it was reputed 
to be haunted. There certainly was a deserted, dismal look 
about the place, which was anything but inviting. Long 
rank grass and weeds grew in great profusion around it, and 
the walls, which in many parts were falling to decay, were 
green with damp and moss. Within a few yards of the 
house there stood an old dilapidated tomb, which, report 
said, had been desecrated by some ruffians who had ex¬ 
humed the corpse interred long ago beneath it, in search of 
plunder. There were many other queer stories concerning 
the locality, one of them being of a quondam occupant of the 
house liaving, in a fit of D.T.,** committed suicide there; 
possibly the individual buried under the ruined monument. 
Altogether, from its lonely situation, the supernatural tales 
concerning it, its general woe-begone appearance, which was 
augmented by some funereal-looking pine-trees that grew 
hard by, and the fact of the natives being loath to visit it 
after nightfall, it might indeed have been considered a ghostly 
sort of place. 

Not being of a superstitious turn of mind, I thought little 
more about the reputation of my abode; and, being rather 
tired after my day’s journey, was not long in turning into 
bed, and was soon soundly slumbering. I must have been 
asleep some time, when I was awakened by a hand, as 
it were, touching my foot. The room was dark as Erebus, 
and I had no matches at hand wherewith to strike a light. 
Nor was there anybody within hail to bring one, for I was 
alone in the house, all the servants having left it for their 
own quarters, which, as is usual in India, were outside; so 
there was nothing for it but to lie still and try to collect 
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my somewhat confused ideas. My first thought was of the 
kst words of my host at dinner regarding the reputation of 
the house; my next was that perhaps he might be playing 
a joke, for it was well known how dearly he loved one. 
Meantime I could feel fingers, as I imagined, moving slowly 
and stealthily up my leg and on to my body. I must con¬ 
fess I now underwent that most unpleasant flesh-creeping 
sensation which most persons at some time or another have 
experienced. And when the seeming fingers at last reached 
my head, and I felt them stirring my hair, which by this 
time was assuming an upright position, I could bear it no 
longer. Throwing off the clothes, I sprang from the bed, 
but only to hear a rustle on the floor-matting as my noc¬ 
turnal visitor pattered off in the dark. Little more sleep 
did 1 get t?iat night, for the unearthly noises which went on 
through the house were enough to have awakened the Seven 
Sleepers of Ephesus. The place was haiinted, and no mis¬ 
take, in one way at any rate; but after that night never a 
ghost did I hear or see there—nothing but the rats, with 
which it was prodigiously infested, rampaging about it; and 
to these, after a time, I got quite accustomed. JSText morn¬ 
ing at breakfast we had a good laugh over my mysteri¬ 
ous experience; but whether ghost or rat was my visitor 
that night, I have never to this day been able to deter¬ 
mine. 

But let us now commence business with the Himalayan 
black bear, called hdloo or reech by the natives, which is 
common everywhere on the middle and lower ranges. Why 
it is termed Ursus Tihetanus in natural history I never 
could quite comprehend, as it is distinctly a forest-loving 
beast, and most unlikely to be found on the bare table-lands 
of Tibet, where it is never heard of. 

It was early in the month of September when one morning 
news was brought in of a bear that had been committing 
depredations in some corn-fields a few miles off. There 
happened at the time to be several sportsmen at Shore, all 
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eager for shooting of any kind; so we at once proceeded to 
beat up Bruin’s quarters. 

On reaching a deep, broad ravine filled with thick brush¬ 
wood, to which the raider had retired to digest his morning 
meal, the various guns were quietly posted in the most likely 
places on each side, and at one extremity of the cover, 
whilst across the other end were ranged a number of vil¬ 
lagers who, on all being ready, were to commence beating 
through it. 

At last the appointed signal is given, and is immediately 
followed by a hideous chorus of yells, whoops, and whistles, as 
the beaters dash into the covert like a pack of fox-hounds. 
But there is little doubt that this ostentatious display of zeal 
results more from the idea that the greater row each inan 
makes the less chance will there be of the bear’s coming near 
him, than from eagerness in its pursuit. Presently a loud 
wugh,” is lieard above the clamour, and conflicting 
exclamations of Kubberdar!” (look out), “ There he goes !” 

Here he comes!” are heard from the beaters in every direc¬ 
tion ; so that, at first, it is difficult to form any idea as to 
where the brute really is. 

“Crack” at length goes a rifle, and a responding “yeeough” 
from Bruin sounds as though something more than the report 
had caused it. Other shots follow, accompanied by cries of 
“ lugga 1 ” “ lugga 1 ” (he’s hit), “ niaro ! ” “ maro ! ” (shoot), 
uttered by the villagers in their half-frightened excitement. 
Gradually the rumpus approaches my station near the ex¬ 
tremity of the jungle, where each moment I expect the animal 
to bolt. But he breaks away on the opposite side of the 
ravine, and fully a hundred yards off. I t^e a snap-shot at 
his great black carcass as he gallops clumsily along between 
the bushes, its effect being to elicit another grunt and make 
him roll over. This may perhaps result only from fright, 
as, on recovering himself, he appears to go faster than ever. 
Having thus far run the gauntlet of the guns, he takes his 
way down the rocky bed of the stream, along the bottom of 
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the ravine, which becomes narrower and more fr^ from 
bushes. 

The business now gets pretty exciting, and not altogether 
free from the danger of stray bullets, as we all go scrambling 
along over the rough, uneven ground on either side, firing 
shots whenever an opportunity offers, but seemingly with little 
efiect. At last I manage to get a fair chance at the brute's 
broad back, about twenty yards otf, as he attempts to climb 
the opposite bank, when a bullet between the shoulders brings 
him rolling down into the water. At the same moment my 
foot slips into a deep hole hidden by long grass, and down I 
go, giving my knee such a painful wrench that I take little 
more heed of the bear. Even had he been able to show fight, 
I was almost hors dc comhaL But this shot had finished him, 
which was some little compensation for being laid up for 
many days after. 

In localities where oak-forests abound, perhaps the pleas¬ 
antest if not the best time for shooting these bears is in the 
month of Deceiiiher, when they wax fat on acorns, which 
are then ri})e. They generally commence feeding about sun¬ 
set, when they climb up the oak-trees and gorge themselves 
with acorns all night, often not betaking themselves to their 
lairs—which are generally either caves or thickets near their 
feeding-ground—until some time after sunrise. Their where¬ 
abouts is easily discovered from the broken branches showing 
distinctly against the dark foliage of the treSs, the back of the 
leaf of the Himalayan oak being white. At the commence¬ 
ment of the acorn season their attention is so much engaged 
with their feast that usually they are easily approached. But 
on suddenly finding themselves treed,’* their astonishment 
is sometimes ludicrous to behold. 

Early one morning I was strolling along a ridge command¬ 
ing a view of a wide deep hollow, filled with oaks and thick 
underwood, keeping a sharp look-out for sign of Bruin, and 
occasionally stopping to listen for the snap of a branch. 
Suddenly the wished-for sound was heard away down in the 



14 


BKUIN TBEED. 


hollow. After a careful study of the trees, a patch of black 
was detected among the leafy branches near the top of a very 
high one. Having carefully noted the spot, I stole quietly 
through the heavy jungle towards it—Kurbeer Goorung, my 
Goorkha henchman and shikaree, following closely with my 
second gun. Every now and then we stopped to listen and 
to examine the trees, but nothing could we either see or hear. 
We were beginning to think the beast must have winded us 
and decamped, for Bruin’s olfactory powers are exceedingly 
acute, when we were rather startled at hearing a sort of hum¬ 
ming moaning sound close to us. Kurbeer, in a whisper, 
suggested that it might possibly be a tiger, for we had ob¬ 
served the fresh tracks of one in the vicinity. Instinctively 
we both placed our backs against the trunk of the nearest 
tree, and anxiously peered around into the thick dark jungle. 
We had been standing thus but a few seconds when some¬ 
thing wet came dropping on to my head. On looking upward, 
there, in the veiy tree we were under, was the object of our 
search— 

In shape o’ beast; 

A towzie tyke, black, grim, and large,”— 

like a spread-eagle among the branches, gazing wistfully down 
at us, and looking the most absurd picture of astonishment 
and concern at being thus disturbed at his breakfast. We 
were not long in standing from under that tree. A shot from 
each of us—for the lad was too excited to withhold his fire 
—brought the brute straight down with a thud to the ground, 
where, after one or two whining grunts, he succumbed to his 
fate. 

A bear, when up a tree, even if only slightly wounded, 
never attempts to clamber down. It invariably flops straight 
on to the ground from any height whatsoever. I once saw a 
bear I had shot at roll over and over like a ball down an 
almost perpendicular declivity for several hundred feet, and 
seemingly without much inconvenience from its tumble, as 
it was nowhere to be found at the bottom. 
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The hlack hear of the Himalayas is not so pugnaciously 
inclined as its concoloured relative the sloth-bear {Vrsm 
laUatus), which inhabits the hilly districts and jungles of 
other parts of India. The latter animal is a cantankerous 
brute, that will often attack on the slightest provocation, and 
sometimes seemingly out of mere cussedness.” Whereas 
the former generally tries to escape if possible, even when 
wounded, and seldom shows fight except as a last resource, 
or in defence of its cubs. 

I have killed and wounded many a bear, but can only 
remember one instance, and that rather a mild one, to 
record of my having been regularly charged by a black 
Himalayan Bruin. 

One evening I liad discovered a she-bear and her half- 
grown cub up an oak-tree growing just below the brow of a 
steep hillside. But the old one had already detected me 
below, so, leaving her offspring to tak(3 care of itself, she 
quickly cleared out of the tree, and, before I could get a 
shot at her, had disappeared over the brow. The youngster, 
not being quite so knowing, took longer in getting down, 
and so gave me a chance of putting a bullet through his 
hide, which made him tune his pipes ” pretty loudly, and 
sent him scampering away down the hill. The cub's cries 
of distress soon brought its mother back over the brow to 
the rescue, when she came tearing down the steep slope 
straight for me, grunting out her wrath in a most savage 
manner. I waited until she was within fifteen yards or so, 
and then gave her the contents of the second barrel. This 
at once doubled her up, her impetus causing her to tumble 
heels over head close past me. After rolling some way 
down the hill, she recovered her legs, struggled on a short 
distance, and then fell to rise no more. I never found out 
what became of the bereaved cub, but in all probabiUty it 
did not long survive its dam, as it was hard hit 

On moonlight nights a shot may sometimes be got by 
watching places where the bears come to feed on the crops 
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froxii a This construction is a small platform of 

either raised on poles at a safe height from the 
ground, or on the branches of some convenient tree, where 

the villager is wont to sit 
on sentry with his match¬ 
lock, or as often to fall 
asleep at night, by way 
of protecting his crops 
from the ravages of wild 
animals. But the chances 
are so doubtful that ** the 
game is not worth the 
candle.'' One of the 
many tales told by my 
native followers round 
our camp-fire, was of a 
villager who paid dearly 
for playing a practical 
joke in personifying a 
bear. Enveloping him¬ 
self in his black blanket, and imitating the noise of a bear, 
this man one night entered a corn-field with the playful 
idea of testing the courage of the tenant of the machan. 
The watcher promptly let drive with his matchlock, and 
inflicted a wound from which the practical joker died. 

It is a marvel how a cunning old Bruin will sometimes 
contrive to hide his big black carcass in a tree, so well as 
to avoid detection. Of this I had a fair example when I 
camped out and spent Christmas-day with my shikarees 
among the ferm natnrce in the woods, there being no com¬ 
patriot with whom to pass^ that festive time then within 
sixty miles of the outpost. Kurbeer and I had been trying 
to circumvent two jurrow-deer, which, having got wind of 
us, ma4e off. As they were trotting away past an oak-tree, 
I chanced to notice that some of its branches were violently 
shaken. Being just the end of the acorn season, we con- 
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jectured this phenomenon was traceable to a bear up the 
tree, so we stole quietly towards it in order to have a closer 
inspection. I had almost passed the tree, having taken, as 
I thought, a quite careful enough survey of it to be able to 
discern a large black object like a bear, when a low whistle 
from Kurbeer, who was following a few paces behind, caused 
me to stop, and, on looking round, I saw him pointing to¬ 
wards the middle of the tree. We moved closer under it, 
and there, behind a thick part of the stem and some closely 
interwoven branches, I discovered a patch of black hair of 
the cunning beast, which evidently thought itself well con¬ 
cealed. With a view to turning its flank, I moved to the 
right and left of the tree, which was unassailable from its 
far side, where it overhung a deep drop. But from nowhere 
could I get a better sight of the brute, which kept quitb 
still during all my manoeuvres. I therefore decided on 
risking a shot at its only vulnerable point, hoping to make 
its resting-place so hot as to induce it to drop from the 
tree, and then get a chance at it en route. 1 fired, and 
down came Bruin in a monstrous hurry. There was no 
occasion for a second shot, as the black patch was the neck 
of what turned out to be a large she-bear that had managed 
to hide her body so cleverly. 

Never having tasted bear-meat, I suggested to my cook 
that he might add a morsel of it to my frugal Christmas 
dinner. But the horror and disgust depicted on his face 
at the bare idea was such a caution that I refrained from 
pressing the matter, so it never appeared at table. Although 
these bears are usually clean feeders, their food chiefly con¬ 
sisting of grain, fruit, roots, and suchlike, they are decidedly 
carnivorous. They will sometimes destroy sheep and goats, 
and will greedily devour carrioni Honey is perhaps their 
favourite food, and to obtain this they are sometimes so 
bold as to rob the village beehives, which are formed of 
short bits of tree-trunks, hollowed out, closed at the ends, 
and slung under the wooden eaves of the houses. Small 

B 
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blaiBe to them for being so fond of it, for the Kumaon 
honey is the purest and has the whitest and thinnest comb 
I have ever seen. 

Beards flesh is never, so far as I know, eaten in India, 
except by the Dorns (a very low caste of hill Hindoos—in 
ancient times the slave class), although tiger’s flesh is often 
used as a charm. One of the wonderful properties the 
natives believe it to possess is that of its making their chil¬ 
dren grow up brave if they partake of it in their youth. The 
whiskers, too, are regarded as so potent for working evil 
with, that if they, and also the claws, are not carefully 
looked after, you are sure to find the former either singed 
off or plucked out and the latter extracted surreptitiously 
by your camp-followers. The following anecdote, related 
to me by an old Central India sportsman, is a curious in¬ 
stance of superstition respecting tiger’s flesh. 

A dead tiger had been brought into camp, and all the 
native followers, except one, seemed anxious to secure some 
of the flesh. The exception w^as an old shikaree of the 
wild tribe of Gonds. On being questioned as to why he did 
not wish to take his share, he replied, with an expression of 
disgust, that he never ate tiger’s flesh, but would enter into 
no explanation as to why or wherefore. After a little per¬ 
suasion, however, and the promise of a glass of grog, the old 
man at length agreed to join the party at the camp-fire 
after dinner and relate his story, which, being freely inter¬ 
preted, was much as follows: “ My grandfather and grand¬ 
mother were once encamped on the outskirts of a jungle, 
near a great city, when one day they saw issuing from the 
city gate a grand hunting-party, riding on elephants with 
silver howdahs and gorgeous trappings, and escorted by 
armed retainers mounted on splendidly caparisoned horses. 
My grandmother, being struck with envy, exclaimed, ‘ Why 
should we Gonds, whose forefathers were the lords of this 
land, now be reduced to such poverty and live in the jungles, 
whilst this upstart race enjoys such wealth and luxury ? 
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I will change myself into a tiger and watch the city gate, 
and carry ofif every rich man I meet until I have amassed 
wealth enough to enable us to resume our former position, 
and then return and show you where I have buried my 
riches/ That night the old woman arose from beside my 
grandfather and went into the jungles, and as she has never 
since been heard of, she must still be amassing riches in 
the form of a tiger; therefore, if I eat the flesh of one, I 
may be devouring a bit of my grandmother.” 

Most probably the old woman did enter the form of a 
tiger that night, but as its supper. Anyway the old Gond 
did not seem to mind killing his grandmother, though he 
objected to eating her, for he said he liked slaying tigers, 
because the more of them he destroyed, the better chance 
there would be of one of them being his ancestress, who 
might then assume her original form, and return with her 
riches. 

Fables innumerable about bears are common among the 
pclhdrees (hill-men), and they are often amusing from their 
u'iter absurdity. The occasional abduction of women from 
the villages by bears is firmly believed in, as is also their 
being able to use a branch of a tree held between their paws 
as an offensive weapon, and suchlike nonsense. 

Before concluding this matter-of-fact dissertation on black- 
bear shooting, I would venture to offer the young hand a 
hint which may save him the loss of many a wounded bear; 
for Bruin's vitality is such, that unless he is struck in the 
proper place, the amount of lead he can carry away is 
astonishing. A bear, after being skinned and decapitated, 
looks very like a corpulent man with short muscular limbs, 
and its vitals lie in much the same region, with regard to 
its shoulders, as those of a human being. It is flat-chested, 
and its fore-quarters are straight and placed far forward, so 
it is necessary to plant your bullet a good span behind the 
shoulder, and pretty high up. This, of course, only applies 
when there is time for a deliberate aim and a good position 
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for taking it from. These can generally be got if the ani¬ 
mal is not approached from windward, for Bruin is as dull 
with his visual organ as he is sharp with his olfactory one. 
I have lost many a bear by shooting at its shoulder, but 
seldom or never since I learnt from experience where the 
most vital spot lay—provided I was able to plant a bullet 
there. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Those who have fished both for salmon and mahseer will 
doubtless agree with me in thinking that they are nearly on 
a par as far as sport is concerned. In its habits the mahseer 
much resembles the salmon, except that it never migrates to 
the sea, but in appearance it is very different. The mahseer 
{BarUis Tor) of Himalayan rivers, which is said to belong to 
the carp family, is a beautiful fish both in form and colour, 
but in flavour it does not approach the salmon. Yet its firm 
wliite flesh is by no means to be despised for the table. On 
tiie back its hue is a dark olive-green, shaded off, on the sides 
of a well-conditioned fish, into a golden orange, which merges 
into pale pink and silvery white below. It has rather large 
toothless jaws lined with a very tough membrane, so it re¬ 
quires to be struck pretty hard to be properly hooked. When 
I say striLch, I mean that after the fish has hooked itself, as 
it will do by its own weight, a good pull, without a jerk, is 
necessary to drive liome the barb into its leathern jaws. 
Owing to this toughness of mouth, a mahseer when fixed is 
seldom lost unless it breaks the tackle. This a big fish often 
will do in its first plunge, when it sometimes has a way of 
lashing its tail over the line. That crisis being safely over, 
if your tackle is trustworthy, landing your fish is usually 
only a matter of time and patience. Its strong teeth are set 
far back in its gullet, and the stoutest tackle has a poor 
chance if it gorges your lure beyond them. It cannot be 
easily clipped, as its large round scales are so hard that the 
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sharpest gafif will glance off them. When running a mahseer 
after it has been fairly hooked, I have never known it leap 
from the water, and I think it rarely does so, but its long and 
rapid rushes quite equal if they do not surpass those of any 
salmon of a similar size. As regards its weight, I am well 
within the mark when I state that the mahseer reaches 
nearly, if not quite, 100 lb. The largest mahseer I ever 
heard of as having been taken with a trolling bait, was 93 
lb.; and with fly, one that turned the scale at 62 Ib.^ But 
sucli monsters as these are very seldom landed with the rod. 

My reason for drawing comparisons between the salmon 
and the mahseer is chiefly because the latter is sometimes 
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termed the " salmon of Indian rivers.'’ It might just as well 
be called a cod, for in truth it more resembles one, barring 
its scales, both in appearance and in flesh. It does not even 
belong to the same family, for I may safely assert, on good 
authority,^ that no fish of the Salmonidic tribe exists in any 
of the Indian or even more northern waters south of the 
river Oxus, although there are fish very much resembling 
trout taken in Indian streams. But let us now try and catch 
our mahseer. 

Towards the end of September I started with a brother 

The 93-pounder was killed by Mr H. Vansittarfe, C.S., in one of the riv^ers 
of the Dehra Doon ; the 62-poiinder in the Poonch river in the Punjab, by 
the late General Sir Herbert Macpherson, who was as keen a sportsman as ho 
was a good and gallant soldier. 

s The late Dr Oldham, Superintendent of the Geological Survey of India. 
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sportsman and keen fisherman. Lieutenant F-, who has 

since become one of my truest and dearest friends, to try our 
luck in the Surjoo, a fine fishing-river within easy reach of 
Shore. There was also a possibility of getting a shot at 
sambur, here called ''jurrow**—the big deer termed Rusa 
Anstotelis in natural history—which were plentiful in the 
heavy jungle that covered the steep hillsides flanking the 
river. It was rather doubtful whether the water would be 
in good fishing order so soon after the periodical rainy 
season, then barely over, and during which the Himalayan 
streams are in a perpetual state of muddy spate. The long, 
rank vegetation, too, would still be so luxuriant there as to 
make our chance of being able to see even a big beast like 
a jurrow in it most uncertain. But we were so weary of 
the monotony of indoor life that we resolved to take our 
chance, either of sport or fever, whichever it might be, the 
latter being most probable at that season in these low-lying 
jungles. 

After a hot tramp of about twelve miles, ending in an 
aorupt and rough descent of several thousand feet, we reached 
the Surjoo about noon. It looked a perfect fishing-river. 
Here it surged and foamed among rocks and huge boulders, 
tliere it widened into swirling expanses of deep water, form¬ 
ing a succession of the most splendid streams and pools a 
fisherman could desire to behold. From its shores of sand, 
gravel, or rock on either side, rose steep lofty acclivities 
clothed with dense jungle. This gradually changed its 
tropical character to that of the more temperate and higher 
altitudes, as it spread far up the mountain-sides to where they 
became more craggy and steep. Here the fir, the oak, and 
the rhododendron took the place of the Kyer (thorny mimosa), 
the bright-green Sal tree, and the luxuriant tropical under*- 
growth that flourishes below. The tiger and leopard found 
a safe harbour in the lower jungles, but from their being able 
so easily to slink away unobserved in the long grass and 
dense underwood, they were very seldom met with; although 
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the deep-toned voice of the former, or the succession of 
hoarse grating sounds—like the sawing of wood—made by 
the latter, might often be heard through the still night air. 
There also the jurrow-deer sought refuge from the fierce 
noonday heat, among tangled masses of the gigantic creeper 
called '' maloo or maljoon,” beneath the impenetrable 
shelter of which it delights to ruminate. The crags and 
precipices above were the haunt of the '‘gooral/' or Himalayan 
chamois as it is sometimes called. 

After an al fresco repast, for which our appetites had been 
sharply whetted by a refreshing dip in the river, we prepared 
our tackle under the grateful shade of the trees, before pro¬ 
ceeding to business later in the day, for the sun’s rays in this 
low-lying valley were overpowering. 

Towards evening, when the heat became less intense, we 
commenced proceedings in a splendid pool wliere the Surjoo 
forms a junction with another fine stream. But our hopes of 
success that evening were small, for the water was too big, 
and in colour too drumlie,” as they would have said north 
of the Tweed, and “ the fush wadna force.’' We, however, 
plied it most perseveringly with every kind of fish-lure we 
possessed, until darkness brought our fruitless efforts, for 
that day, to a close. 

On our return we found that one of the Goorkhas we had 
with us had been more successful on the hillside than we 
were on the river. He had taken one of our rifles and had 
managed to bring down a good jurrow. This fine large deer 
is identical with the “ maha” of tlie Terai, and the “sarnbur” 
of other parts of India. It affects heavy forest or its im¬ 
mediate vicinity, and is widely distributed over Hindustan 
from the higher ranges, close to the perpetual snows, to Cape 
Comorin. The colour and texture of its pile, which nature 
has adapted for the various climates of the localities where 
this animal is found, differ considerably. The prevailing hue 
of the stags is, however, a dark slaty brown, the throat and 
neck being covered with long wiry hair. The colour of the 
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hind is of a lighter brown shade, and she has less of the 
long hair, resembling a mane, on her neck. The jurrow of the 
higher Himalayas has a darker and thicker coat, and it is also 
provided with a close undergrowth of very soft pile, called 
pushum, which in winter is common to all the quadrupeds 
of those high cold regions, even to the dogs and horses. 
Having shot all the so-called three varieties, I am certain 
that, in point of appearance, this is the only difference be¬ 
tween them, and in habits they are the same. Though not 
unlike the British red-deer in shape, the jurrow is very much 
larger. But it seldom or never has more than three regular 
points on each horn, though occasionally it may have one or 
two extra snags. I possess a pair of jurrow horns which 
measure forty-two inches in length, with an average girth of 
beam of eight inches, and a span of a yard inside the bend. 
But such a jurrow head as this never fell to my rifle, and 
ttcldom, I imagine, to tliat of any one else. The eyepits in 
this deer are always large, and become much more open and 
protuberant when the animal is in an excited state. 

The little barking-deer {Cervulus aureus)^ also termed rib¬ 
faced deer, from the peculiar formation of the frontal bone, 
and called “ kakur” by the hill-men, was common in these 
forests. It is found in most Indian jungles, and, like th^ 
jurrow, from the higher ranges downwards. In Madras it 
is known as the jungle sheep,” and I believe it is identical 
with the muntjac of the more eastern parts of Asia. It is 
rather smaller than a roe-deer, and bright red like that 
animal in its summer coat. Its head is curiously shaped, 
that of the buck being surmounted with two continuations 
of the V-shaped ribbed bone of its forehead, about two inches 
long, and covered with skin and hair. From these grow the 
horns, which in a full-grown buck are three or four inches 
in length, curved inwards at the top, and with one short prong 
just above the burr, projecting to the front and slightly up¬ 
wards. Although I have seen numbers of this curious little 
deer at all seasons, and killed many of them myself with 
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horns of divers lengths, from a little sprout above the burr 
to their fully developed size, strange to say I have never 
found them in velvet. From this I am inclined to think 
they do not shed their horns regularly like other horn- 
bearing Cervidic (excepting the “ cheetaF’ or spotted deer— 
Aods macidatus —which drops its horns very irregularly, as 
I shall hereafter endeavour to show), even if they do so at 
all. But upon this point I cannot speak with certainty. The 
upper jaw of the buck is provided with a pair of sharp canine 
teeth, which sometimes project quite half an inch over the 
lower lips. For what use they are intended is uncertain. An 
old shikaree, whose veracity I had no reason to doubt, told 
me that he had once come upon two bucks fighting: one of 
them was soon left disabled on the ground, when he observed 
it had a deep cut in its back, evidently made by the tooth 
of its opponent, but whetlier purposely or accidentally he 
could not tell. This pretty little animal is most frequently 
found in thick cover interspersed with patches of cultivation. 
In the latter it may often be found feeding very early in the 
morning or late in the evening, but generally so close to the 
cover that in the grey dawn or twilight it is often not detected 
until the white of its stern is seen bobbing away into the 
hushes, from whence its short sharp bark comes at intervals, 
as if deriding its pursuer for not having kept a better look¬ 
out. When hurrying off, it sometimes makes a succession 
of clicking sounds, but whether with the teeth or hoofs I 
have never been able to ascertain. The doe is similar to 
the buck, with the exception of the continuations of the 
frontal bone, the horns, and long teeth. 

We had foolishly brought no tent with us, having in¬ 
tended to get our men to extemporise some sort of shelter 
of boughs and grass cut with their ‘‘kookeries,”—those 
useful national weapons which tlie ‘ Goorkhas invariably 
carry, and use as much for domestic as for fighting purposes. 
But we had not even that to protect us from the heavy 
night dew, as on our return from fishing we found that 
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almost all the men were away up the hill fetching the dead 
jurrow, and it was too late when they returned to commence 
it. We, however, indulged in a stiff jorum of hot whisky- 



toddy before we retired to rest, as a precaution against the 
damp malarious night air. When I say retired, I mean 
that we merely rolled ourselves up in our blankets, and, in 
order to avoid the heavy drippings tljat fell like rain from 
the trees, lay down on an open patch of soft dry sand, in 
which, by the way, we had noticed during the day the fresfi 
footprints of a tiger. But— 

‘‘ Inspiring bold John Barleycorn, 

What dangers thou canst make us scorn ! 

Wi’ tippenny we fear nae evil; 

Wr usquabae we’ll face the devil! ” 

Consequently we thought little of tigers, malaria, or any¬ 
thing else, and were soon wrapt in profound slumber. 

On awaking in the morning, we found ourselves envel¬ 
oped in a cold damp fog, through which we could scarcely 
see twenty yards, and with our outer coverings and even our 
hair saturated with moisture. Being down in this hot 
humid valley at all in September, about the worst time of 
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year for malaria, was tempting Providence, as I learnt from 
subsequent experience. But we were young and thought¬ 
less, caring little for any risk so long as there was a chance 
of sport. 

Having shaken ourselves up, we performed our ablutions 
in the river, which ran within a few paces of our sandy 
couch. After a cup of tea and a biscuit, we started each to 
our respective work ; my companion electing to try his luck 
at the river, whilst I, wishing him “ a tight line,” took the 
hill after deer. Owing to the thickness of the undergrowth 
and the dense mist, there was very little chance of seeing 
game, although the fresh tracks of jurrow were numerous. 
And when the mist was dispelled by the rising sun, the 
sweltering heat was so oppressive as to make climbing about 
the steep jungly hillsides, in such close steamy atmosphere, 
next thing to impossible, not to mention tlie attacks of 
myriads of biting insects. On returning I found my hungry 
chum clamouring for a late breakfast, and much disgusted 
at having lost a very heavy fish after he had run it for about 
half an hour. 

In the cool of the evening we were both at the water 
again. After trying flies and trolling baits all to no pur¬ 
pose, we were at last reduced to the more prosaic method of 
bottom-fishing with a lump of dough kneaded together with 
wool to make it adhesive. To this, at the suggestion of an 
old Goorkha whom we had brought with us, a great authority 
on mahseer-fishing, was added some turmeric and garlic. 
These pungent ingredients, he said, made the bait more 
attractive. With this odoriferous compound, I managed to 
inveigle two nice mahseer of seven and eight pounds. My 
companion also killed a fine fish in the same sorry way, 
which was better than nothing. 

That evening we fared sumptuously on venison-soup, fish 
fresh from the river, savoury though perhaps slightly tough 
jurrow steaks, followed by hot whisky-toddy and a pipe, to 
both of which latter we doubtless partly owed our immunity 
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from the effects of malaria. We turned in on the old spot, 
having this time taken the precaution to have a lean-to ” 
constructed to shelter us, and were soon lulled to sleep by 
the roar of the river close by. 

We shouldered our rods again as the dawn was trying 
to struggle through the dense mist. For in the morning, 
during the autumn and winter months, a heavy bank of 
white vapour almost invariably lies along the bottom of every 
deep, narrow Himalayan valley where any considerable 
stream flows, until dispelled by the sun’s rays. The water 
looked more promising, so our spirits as well as our chances 
of sport began to rise with the lifting fog, which at first 
was a decided damper to both. It requires but little 
reference to my old shooting journal to call to mind all 
tlie details regarding the killing of my first really fine 
mahseer. 

“ Take a rest for a little while, and try again when the 
sun gets higher.” Thus suggested old Chundreea—a native 
of the valley, and fisherman by profession, who usually 
attended me by the river-side—as I was getting rather im¬ 
patient with my bad luck, and my back was beginning to 
ache from chastising the water with flies, and spinning live 
baits the whole morning without having moved a fish. Fol¬ 
lowing the first part of his advice, I reeled up, sat down on 
a rock, and pondered as to whether it would be worth while 
acting on the last part of it. After I had consoled myself 
with a pipe, and Chundreea had adjusted a fresh chilwa} I 
again Waded into the river, and loosening a good handful of 
line, dropped the bait as far across the swirling pool as 
possible. I have him at last! Hardly has the chilwa com¬ 
menced spinning in the water when I feel a heavy pull, 
which is immediately followed by a splash and a boiling 
swirl. Bob goes the point of the rod, and “ whir-r-r ” out 
runs the tightened line, almost smoking in the rings as it 
flies from off the reel, which is whizzing and humming with 
^ A beautiful silver-scaled little fish—-the minnow of Indian waters. 
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a» impatient, irregular cadence, as if angrily remonstrating 
against the rough treatment it is forced to undergo. Those 
few moments of thrilling excitement repay me in full for 
all my enduring patience. But it suddenly strikes me that 
I am between the two rivers, and only a short distance 
above their junction, beyond which I shall be unable to 
follow the fish; and I am fully aware that if he once reaches 
the heavy and broken flood of the combined streams, there 
will be but little chance of my ever landing him. Con¬ 
sequently I am rather nervous and anxious about his inten¬ 
tions, and feel considerably relieved in mind when he sud¬ 
denly stops. After remaining almost stationary for a while, 
jerking and tugging away at the hook until each moment I 
expect to part company with him, he commences boring up¬ 
stream, and then takes to sulking in the deep water, where, 
for a long time, he feels like a log on the straining line, 
which is vibrating like a harp-string against the strong 
current. 

All that can now be done is to get Chundreea to pitch 
stones in his vicinity. This soon has the effect of inducing 
the fish to alter his tactics, and tlie reel resumes its remon¬ 
strances as he recommences careering away in such a frantic 
manner that I again begin to experience tliose qualms of 
fear and hope which, mingled with intense excitement, make 
the sport of angling so fascinating to its votaries. My 
tackle, however, is stout and trustworthy, and this enables 
me to take a hard and steady pull on liim, in order, if pos¬ 
sible, to keep him above the junction; so much so that 
Chundreea, who is anxiously watching the tussle from the 
shore, seeing the heavy strain on the bending green-heart, 
begins shouting, Let him run, Sahib, let him run, or hell 
break the rod ! ” But under existing circumstances I well 
know that such a proceeding will be as likely to prove fatal 
as holding him too taut. After several more mad rushes 
and plunges for freedom, his cantrips become somewhat 
subdued, and ere long he begins to show signs of submission. 
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As I gradually reel him in, I can, for the first time, catch 
an occasional glimpse of his form looming largely through 
the water, and the sun glints now and again on his golden 
scales as he rolls helplessly about. At length I am able to 
tow him towards a good landing-place, where, after his 
making some of those last desperate wriggling efforts to 
get free, during which a fish is so apt to be lost after all, 
Chundreea bestrides him, and carefully lifting the strug¬ 
gling, shining beauty by the gills from the shallow water, 
proudly carries him ashore, and throws him kicking among 
the stones on the bank. 

My scaly prize was at once weighed, and found to be 26 
lb. This restored my flagging hopes, and I was soon fixed 
into another fish, which took out the line with such a swish 
and fought so hard, that at first I thought it equalled the 
first one in weight, and not until it had been on some time 
I discover that it was little more than half as big. 
But not even another rug did I get that day. There is 
nothing' like patience for fishing, and nothing like fishing for 
trying it. 

Next day the river rose again from the effects of heavy 
rain higher up, and somewhat resembled the colour of potato- 
soup. We found, too, that it was not the best time for the 
Surjoo valley, as the warm and steamy atmosphere, biting 
flies, &c., made sport there, at that season, more toilsome than 
pleasant. The months of March and April are, I think, the 
best for mahseer-fishing, as the climate is then more pleasant 
and healthy in these low valleys than during September and 
October—the best autumn months—and the fish in the moun¬ 
tain streams more readily take the fly, and are in better con¬ 
dition in spring. It is said that on the days which succeed 
moonlight nights, mahseer are not so readily taken as they 
are after moonless ones; and, strange to say, they are generally 
more easily moved on bright sunny days than on dark cloudy 
ones. The flies that seem to suit their taste as well as any, 
are bright and gaudy ones that show well in the water, like 
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the “ Jock Scott” or the Dee “ Gordon,” of various sizes up to 
at least 21 inches for big fish, and perhaps one with black 
wings tipped with white, and black hackle and body ribbed 
with silver, for a complete change. But, like salmon, they 
will take almost anything when they are in the humour, and 
will look at nothing when they are not. I have not implicit 
faith in fishing theories respecting either salmon or mahseer, 
for I have often killed both fish under circumstances which 
are ordinarily considered most adverse. For instance, in 
Canada one evening I was fishing when it had grown so dark 
that only by the bright flashes of lightning could I see where 
my line was; yet I fairly hooked and landed a salmon of 9 
lb. whilst the thunder was rattling around like great guns. I 
should like very much to know why the salmon of the western 
rivers of North America are so difficult to kill with the fly, 
whereas in the eastern rivers they take it so freely. One 
thing, however, is quite as important in maliseer-fisliing as in 
fishing for salmon—namely, the size of flies to suit the state of 
the water; but when the angler has constantly to be changing 
his fly, depend upon it tliere is something wrong—and that 
generally lies more with the humour of the fish than with 
the fly. 
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Nowhere can a finer or a more invigorating climate be found 
than at an altitude of between 6000 and 8000 feet in the 
Himalayas, during the three months that succeed the clearing 
up of the rainy season—ab^ut the end of September. The 
wild animals, too, are then in their best condition both for fur 
and flesh. The males would of course be better for food a 
Vronth or so earlier; but as the natives highly prize venison 
at any time, it is never wasted; and the trophies, which the 
sportsman values more than the meat, are none the worse for 
the''delay. 

The November mornings were crisp and frosty, and the 
days bright and clear, when I set out on a short hunting-trip 
of quite a different character to the one just described. My 
small retinue consisted of Kurbeer and another Goorkha lad 
carrying the guns, a cook, and four or five “ coolies” (native 
baggage-porters), laden with a little tent, bedding, and the 
few requisites for a short sojourn in the wilds. We reached 
our destination—a hamlet near the foot of the hill we in¬ 
tended hunting over—in time to get everything ‘'fixed up” 
before dark. 

On making inquiries about a guide for the ground, the 
village Nimrod—a comical-looking little man attired in an 
old black blanket, with a bit of rope round his waist support¬ 
ing a small " koolharee” (wood-axe)—presented himself, and 
made his salaam. This bare-legged individual rejoiced in the 
name of “ Baloo Mar,” literally meaning “ Bear-killer,” which 

c'' ' ■■ 
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aohri^t had been given him, I was told, by some former 
employer. Not that he had earned it from the fact of his 
having performed any daring feats in the destruction of 
Bruin, but from his having the reputation of making himself 
scarce at the first symptom of any dangerous intention on 
the part of. the said animal. However, as he was reported 
to know the country and the haunts and habits of its game 
pretty well, I employed him, and found that in this respect 
at any rate he did not belie his calling, besides being a 
cheery, amusing little man. 

The Himalayan native shikaree is, as a rule, a perfect 

cragsman, an excellent 
stalker, and an adept in 
woodcraft generally. His 
power of vision, too, is 
marvellously acute; and 
his capability for quickly 
detecting game, either in 
tliick cover or far off in 
the open, is sometimes as¬ 
tonishing. If he errs, it 
is in his endeavouring to 
get so close to game that, 
unless you are capable, as 
he is himself with his bare 
legs and feet, of moving 
as noiselessly as a cat, it 
usually precludes anything 
but a snap-shot; and 
should the ground be pre¬ 
cipitous and broken, sometimes not even that before a beast, 
on being alarmed, can get instantly out of sight, and is often 
out of range ere it reappears, if it does so at all. For wild 
animals, when they suddenly detect danger very close to 
them, are so terrified that they make off like an arrow; 
whereas, if it is farther from them, they will often stand 
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and gaze in doubt, giving ample time for a steaay aim, or 
stop to look back after going a short distance. 

After dinner, and a pipe beside the camp-fire, I turned in 
pretty early, as the bear-slayer” had informed me tli^ if 
we expected to see ‘‘ gooral” we must be up near the summit 
of I>imj teeba (hill) about sunrise. Before proceeding fur¬ 
ther in search of the Nemorhmdns goral of natural history, a 
slight sketch of this Himalayan cliamois,” as it is some¬ 
times called, may not be out of place. The ordinary height 
of a full-grown buck is about 28 inches at the shoulder. 
The colour of its short rough coat is usually a uniform grey¬ 
ish brown, with a white patch on the throat. Its legs are 
sturdy and goat-like, and of a 
darker brown than the body. 

Both sexes carry short black 
horns, those of the full-grown 
Vuck being sometimes 7 inches 
or so long, aiinulated from the 
base to about half their length, 
ana' slightly curved backwards. 

The doe is similar to the buck 
in appearance, except as regards 
her horns, which are thinner, 
smoother, and shorter. I once 
saw the skin of a pure albino 
gooral which was shot in the Kumaori hills. The natives 
who lived near its haunt had a superstitious idea that the 
killing of this animal would be attended with bad luck to 
the slayer. And, strange to say, the experienced and well- 
known sportsman who shot it, on the same day met with a 
serious gun accident. This curious coincidence is no camp¬ 
fire yarn, for the sportsman was an old and intimate friend, 
and I saw him shortly after the accident happened. The 
g^ral is found all over the Himalayan ranges, from the 
higher to the lower and outer ones, but seldom below an 
altitude of 3000 feet, and always on craggy and precipitous 
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grpund, which may or may not be more or less clad with 
forest 

As the terms lower or outer, middle, and higher or up'per, are 
so frequently used in these pages to distinguish the various 
mountain-ranges of the great Himalayan chain, when de¬ 
scribing the haunts of game, I may mention that the first 
apply to those rising directly from the plains or from the 
Terai; the second, to those more in the interior of the moun¬ 
tains; and the third to the spurs of the snowy range, and the 
precipitous, either open or forest-clad, slopes immediately 
below it. The ‘'snowy range” needs no definition. But to 
revert to our pursuit of the game little gooral. 

I had seemingly been but a very short time asleep when 
my slumbers were rudely disturbed, and I was informed that 
Baloo Mar was waiting to accompany me up the hill. After 
tlie usual cup of tea and a biscuit, we were soon climbing 
the steep ascent, where our way led up through forest of oak 
and rhododendron, or over open grassy slopes which were 
white and crisp with frost. As we neared the summit, just 
before sunrise, I could not resist the temptation, or perhaps, 
from having “ bellows to mend,” I should call it the in¬ 
clination, to sit down and cast a look over the succession of 
mountain-ridges and deep trough-like valleys stretching away 
far and wide between us and the mighty frozen barriers of 
the snowy range. Some of the highest pinnacles had already 
begun to flush up with that exquisitely beautiful but utterly 
indescribable tint of delicate rose assumed by snowy summits 
when touched by the first gleam of morning. Gradually the 
ruddy glow spread from peak to peak, and grew brighter and 
more yellow, until the whole jagged line became suffused 
with golden light as the sun rose over it in dazzling glory 
and threw its slanting beams across the profound misty 
depths of the intervening hollows. 

The bear-slayer being of a decidedly practical turn of 
mind, and also blessed with a first-rate pair of “ bellows,” 
did not seem to appreciate these charms of nature, but kept 



reminding me tliat we should be too late for our game if 
we did not hurry up. As we resumed our ascent, we soon 
became aware of the presence of a gooral, by a succession of 
short, sharp, sneezing sort of sounds which we heard aStove. 
The animal had been watching us whilst I had been viewing 
the scenery. We caught only a glimpse of it ere it vanished 
among the wooded crags. A gooral, when alarmed, almost 
invariably emits this sound, which is something like that 
made by pronouncing the word ‘‘ tschick.” If in doubt as 
to what the danger may be, it will often perch itself on 
some prominent point, and remain there for a considerable 
time with its head turned to the suspected quarter, hissing 
out its note of alarm at short intervals. But when once 
fairly satisfied of its danger, you may bid good-bye to it. I 
do not think the sense of smell is so acute in the gooral, 
nor in any Himalayan animals of the wild-goat family, 

it is in those of the deer tribe: this is, however, in a 
great measure compensated for by keen powers of sight 
and hearing. 

But we have now reached the crest, and here we call a 
short halt for breath before examining the open precipitous 
ground on the south side of the mountain, where the shi¬ 
karee says we shall be pretty sure to find our game. We are 
soon on the move again. As we near the brink of the decliv¬ 
ity, Baloo Mar creeps stealthily forward and cautiously looks 
over it. By the careful manner in which he slowly with¬ 
draws his head, and the self-satisfied look he turns towards 
me, I can tell he has sighted something. Crawling quickly 
up alongside him, on peering over I have the satisfaction of 
seeing four gooral browsing unconcernedly on a grassy slope 
among some broken masses of rock directly below us. Beiiig 
a tyro at mountain shooting, I am suddenly seized with a 
severe attack of what, in the backwoods of America, I have 
heard temed **buck fever”; so without taking time to 
judge the distance, or to allow my fast^throbbing pulses to 
^bside, I raise the rifle and lefedrive at the nearest auiiild; 
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KILL A BUCK. 


The result is, of course, what might be expected under such 
circumstances—a clean miss of an easy shot. The gooral, 
however, from the fact, I suppose, of their not having been 
recently disturbed, are only startled, and stand gazing about 
them as if undecided as to what course they should pursue. 
This serves only to augment my complaint, causing me to 
fire the second barrel almost at random, when the animals, 
being no longer in doubt, make off. The bear-slayer*s look 
of satisfaction now gives place to one of bitter disappoint¬ 
ment and ill-concealed contempt for my performance, and 
on his lace I can plainly read that which, if he could only 
have given vent to his thoughts, in modern English might 
have been,‘‘Well, you are a duffer!” But there is still 
another chance, for one of the beasts, a fine buck, not even 
yet seeming quite satisfied of liis danger, bounds up on to 
the point of a projecting crag, where he stands balancing 
himself on all four feet planted close together, sneezing out 
his warning note. Drawing back under cover, I recharge 
my old muzzle-loader as quickly as my trembling hands 
will permit, whilst the shikaree remains impatiently watch¬ 
ing our game. On again looking over, T find the buck has 
moved up nearer us, and is now within fifty yards. This 
time I take a more careful aim, and on the smoke clearing 
away, I have the deliglit of seeing the gooral rolling down 
the precipitous hillside, until stopped by some rocks below. 

Baloo Mar was not long in reaching the dead buck and 
bringing him up. He now proposed that, as it was getting- 
late in the morning for the animals to be out feeding, we 
should return by a different way to the one we had come 
up, and on which there might yet be a chance of finding 
more game. After lightening it of its paunch, he shouldered 
our prize, and, notvdthstanding his load, set off as fast as 
the rough ground would admit of, stopping now and again 
to rest, and to take a look round about for any sign of game. 
We had not gone very far before we started another gooral 
from where it lay reposing among the crags, after its morn- 



ing feed. A whistle caused it to stop, as a startled beast 
often will do for a few seconds, to listen and look back on 
hearing any sudden and unusual sound behind it. Off it 
went again, but this time hard hit, and, as is the wont of 
animals of the wild-goat kind when wounded, took to some 
very bad ground, where it lay down. We did not attempt 
to follow it, for my guide wisely remarked that if we dis¬ 
turbed it again then, we might never get it; whereas if we 
let it alone, he would return to look for it in the afternoon, 
by which time it might be less inclined to move, when there 
would be more certainty of securing it. We therefore took 
a bee-line for camp down through the thick forest of oak 
and rhododendron that usually covers the northern slopes 
of the middle and outer ranges. 

The evening was devoted to beating up some patches of 
cover in the vicinity of the terraced fields ^ near our camp, 
»vhere I bagged a brace of Kalleege pheasants. The Kal- 
leege is common in most parts of the Himalayas. The cock 
is black, with grey hackles and crest, and the hen brown* 
As several varieties of this bird can be seen in the Zoologi¬ 
cal Society’s Gardens in London, it is needless to describe 
it more fully. 

The men who had gone after the wounded gooral returned 
with it at dark. They had had considerable trouble in 
securing it in the difficult ground where it had betaken 
itself to. As the night was bitterly cold and logs were 
plentiful, we lit a huge camp-fire. This was always done 
whenever wood was procurable. And many a pleasant 
hour have I passed beside it before turning in for the night, . 
smoking my pipe, and listening to the marvellous tales and 
adventures related by the mountaineers, some of which were 
as amusing as they were incredible. 

Hext day we tried other ground, on which I made a clean 

^ In the Himalayas the villagers always cultivate their crops in small fields 
aiTanged in flat terraces, one below another, in such a manner as to allow of 
their being irrigated from some neighbota'ing stream. 
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miss at a gooral and lost one wounded. We came upon a 
sounder of wild pigs, but did not manage to circumvent 
them. The bunneyl,” as the hill-men call it, is frequently 
met with in these mountains, where “pig-sticking” being 
impracticable, it may be considered fair game for the rifle, 
and native shikarees think a solitary old hill-boar quite as 
ugly a customer to deal with as a tiger. The only game 
bagged was a “ cheer ” pheasant, a handsome bird something 
resembling our own hen-pheasant, but lighter in plumage and 
larger. It is generally found on the higher hill-tops of the 
middle and outer ranges, among w^ooded crags. Although 
cheer are never very plentiful, they are, as a rule, easily 
shot when found, but they sometimes lie very close among 
long grass or bushes. On coming by chance across a brood 
of cheer, when after larger game that I did not care to dis¬ 
turb by firing, I have even flung stones at them as they 
sat among the rocks, before they flew. But they are not 
always so easy to find when wanted, as I know from the 
time and trouble it once cost me to secure a single good 
specimen, which I was very anxious to shoot for a collection 
of Himalayan game-birds I was trying to make before I 
left Shore. 

Tliere was a craggy hill-top a few miles off, known as 
the Drill-peak—so named, it was said, from an eccentric 
commandant of the outpost having been in the habit of 
punishing his defaulters by sending them, in lieavy marching 
order, to the summit and back, whilst he watched their 
ascent, with a telescope, from his quarters. This hill was 
reputed to be an almost certain find for these pheasants 
about dawn; so one morning I turned out several hours 
before daylight, and started with Kurbeer for its summit. 
On reaching our ground, just as morning broke, sure enough 
we heard the cheer calling loudly, and seemingly quite close 
below us. But after searching for them among the long 
grass for hours, we had to return without having seen a 
feather. Next morning we repeated the experiment, witli 
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the sanite result. I was, however, amply repaid for my 
trouble by a most singular and beautiful sight. As the 
grey morning dawned, there appeared, stretching away 
below us, a perfectly level and unbroken expanse of mist— 
except where some craggy hill-top, like a rocky islet, pro¬ 
truded—completely hiding everything beneath it, until it 
Was, seemingly, terminated by the irregular line of peaks 
and ridges of the snowy range, which, in the dim uncertain 
light, had the appearance of a rugged frozen coast abruptly 
rising from the ocean. This extraordinary spectacle was 
of short duration, and was succeeded by another almost as 
strange, when the sun, after gilding the higher peaks, rose 
over the sea of mist, which began to heave and toss itself 
into huge billows, as it were, until it gradually wreathed 
itself about the hill we were on, and enveloped us in its 
cold damp folds. 

As I was sure the “ cheer'' must be somewhere on the 
hill, I was determined not to be beaten by them; so the 
third morning I took two or three men with me to mark 
the birds from below, in case they flew downwards before 
it was light enough for us to see them from above, as I 
thought they must have done on the previous mornings. 
I had in some way mistaken the hour, and reached ||ie 
ground much too early; consequently we had to wait there 
shivering with cold until daybreak. As the first streak of 
light appeared, the cheer began their whistling call as usual, 
and still our search for them was fruitless. When it grew 
light enough to communicate with the markers, we learnt 
from them that the whole brood had flown from the top of 
the hill, and had lighted in some broken bushy ground below. 
We had beaten all over this, and I was just about to give up 
the pursuit as hopeless, when one of the men flung a stone 
into some bushes where we had marked down a black 
partridge, and out flew a cock-cheer. The sly old rased ^ 
gave me a long shot, but a single pellet in the head at 
last secured me my troublesome specimen. A good dog, 
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had I then possessed one, would have probably done in an 
hour what I took so long to accomplish without one. I 
may here, by way of parenthesis, remark that dogs kept in 
these mountains very frequently end in becoming food for a 
leopard. I have known a leopard so bold as to take a dog 
actually from the doorstep of a room in which his \naster 
was dining, and the table attendant passing constantly to and 
from the kitchen outside through the doorway. This hap¬ 
pened at the travellers’ bungalow at Eamgarh, in Kumaon. 

Another bird of the pheasant tribe is the “ koklass.” It 
is to be found in almost every oak-forest, where its loud 
crow may often .be heard in the early morning. The hand¬ 
some plumage of the cock is grey and dark brown. The 
female is something like our own grey hen, and, I should 
judge, about equal in weight. On the same kind of ground, 
the mournful whistle of the wood-partridge comes at times 
from the dense thickets and bushy dingles it affects. The 
“ pewra,” as the natives call it, is a game-looking bird, of a 
general dusky olive hue, from which it gets the name of 
‘‘ olive partridge,” as it is sometimes termed. 

Having made such a long deviation after one cock-pheas¬ 
ant, let us return once more to our hunt after better game. 

^On the third morning, the bear-slayer having mistaken 
the star by the rising of which he determined the time for 
our start in the dark, aroused me much earlier than was 
necessary. Being thoroughly awakened, I turned out, 
stirred up the log-fire, and made the best of it until it was 
time to set out. We had got about half-way up Dhuj, 
when there was a sudden stampede of heavy animals near 
us in the forest. At first we could see nothing in the deep 
gloom under the dense dark foliage of the oak-trees—for 
th§ morning had not as yet dawned, and there was only the 
pale dim light of a waning moon. “ Hist! there’s a 
mirrig”^ whispered Baloo Mar, as the form of a jurrow 

* Mirrig is a term applied by tlic natives to any largo game-animal except 
beai-s, tigers, and suchlike. 
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loomed indistinctly on the crest of an open knoll close 
above us; but whether a stag or a hind we were unable to 
make out, owing to the background of dark trees beyond it 
Although I could not discern the sights on the rifle, I 
chanced a shot without them, and heard the unmistakable 
sound that a bullet makes when it tells on flesh. The rest 
of the herd went thundering away through the wood, where 
it was too dense and dark to see them, although they must 
have been within fifty yards of us. It was useless, to look 
for the wounded beast before daylight; so we continued 
our ascent. We had reached the top of the hill, and had 
been examining the precipitous craggy slopes on the south 
side for gooral, when one of my companions suddenly 
crouched down, and, pointing with his finger, in an excited 
whisper ejaculated the word Bdloo ! On looking in the 
direction indicated, there, sure enough, was a big black 
\ear clambering about among the rocks and grass about a 
quarter of a mile off. He had evidently come out of the 
forest on the north side, and as he was not far below the 
crest of the ridge we were on, if he remained there only for 
a short time I saw he could be easily stalked for a near 
shot. We therefore retired quietly into the wood, and made 
our way round through it as fast as*the broken nature of 
the ground would allow of. After some rough scrambling 
and climbing, we reached the spot we had marked on the 
ridge, where we judged we should find our friend Bruin 
pretty close below us, I had crawled on to a ledge of rock 
to look over, when I almost met the brute as he was 
scrambling up the rocks en route for the wood, fortunately 
without his seeming to observe me. I tried to cock the 
rifle, but the hammers refused to move. Kurbeer and 
Baloo Mar were endeavouring to make themselves as small 
as possible behind me; and the brave slayer of bears, seem¬ 
ing neither to like such close proximity to Bruin nor to 
understand my delay in firing, kept urging me, in a trem¬ 
bling stage-whisper, to shoot. Meanwhile the bear had 
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reached the crest, and was moving along within a few paces, 
just below us, beside the ledge of rock we were on,—and 
still, strange to say, without detecting us, or the consequences 
might have been unpleasant; for we were now between 
him and the precipice, and a tussle with Bruin under 
existing circumstances would have been decidedly in his 
favour. At this juncture it suddenly struck me that in my 
flurry I had forgotten to remove those worse than useless old 
appendages, the so-called safety’-bolts, from the hammers. 
I had only just time to withdraw them, and to give the. brute 
a slanting shot behind the shoulder, before he disappeared 
with a grunt down among the trees on the back slope of the 
hill. lugga (not hit,) exclaimed Baloo Mar, jumping 

up most pluckily now that all possible chance of danger 
was over. Kurbeer and I, however, thought otherwise ; so, 
after reloading, we commenced tracking, and soon found the 
long grass bespattered with blood, which increased in quan¬ 
tity until we found the bear, a large male, lying stone-dead 
about three hundred yards down the hill. But the bear- 
slayer was determined to make sure that there was no pos¬ 
sibility of doing harm left in the animal; for he flung 
several stones at its carcass, and also took the precaution 
to repeatedly prod at it with his long stick, at arm’s-length, 
the while heaping a variety of abusive epithets on the de¬ 
funct beast, before venturing to go nearer it. 

After covering the dead bear with boughs and long grass 
to hide it from the eagles and vultures, we made for the spot 
where I had wounded the jurrow. But after tracking it for a 
long distance, we eventually lost all sign of it in the thick 
forest to which it had betaken itself. The afternoon was 
spent in skinning the bear, and removing and boiling down 
the grease, of which the beast had a pretty thick layer on its 
broad back. 

The early part of next day was devoted to the gooral. The 
only one I shot at fell down a considerable distance among 
the crags, so I sent Kurbeer after it. On his return with it, 
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he told me that whilst below he had seen* a surrow. As I 
shall have more to say about this curious animal hereafter, I 
shall now merely describe its appearance as being something 
between a donkey and a big billy-goat, with short black horns. 
We returned rather early, as I intended to organise a drive 
for the jurrow, which I felt sure was lying wounded some¬ 
where in the wood into which we had tracked it. 

We beat up for volunteers in the neighbourhood, and soon 
had enough of willing hands for our purpose. -The village 
dogs of all sorts and sizes were also, at Baloo Mar’s advice, 
put into requisition. Some of these mongrel curs, queer as 
they looked, were quite up to the business on hand, for the 
villagers often use them for hunting down jurrow, especially 
during winter, after severe snowstorms, when these heavy 
deer, from being unable to travel fast in the deep snow, are 
easily driven down to the foot of some deep gorge, and there 
niobbed by their pursuers, who despatch them wholesale, re¬ 
gardless of sex or size, with axes, sticks, and stones, in default 
of better weapons. Although the hill villager never loses an 
opportunity of killing jurrow in defence of his crops as well 
as for food, they have an equally inveterate foe, in common 
with most Himalayan game-animals, in the wild dog, Cuon 
Tutilans of natural history. The ‘‘ bhowsa,” as it is here called, 
usually hunts in smaller or larger companies, and will follow 
its prey with most deadly pertinacity and cunning manoeuvr¬ 
ing, until the whole pack closes round its devoted quarry, of 
which it makes short work. Even the striped king of the 
forest is said to dread the presence of the bhowsa on his 
domain. Should the hunter find that a pack of wild dogs 
has been sharing the sport in the same locality with him, 
he may as well strike his tent and make for other ground. 
But we shall now see what the more domestic members of 
the canine family can do in the same line of business. 

Having mustered our small army of bipeds aiid quadru¬ 
peds, we started for the wood, which’^Soon rang with shouta 
and whistles as the line beat through it. On getting about 
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half-way down, it was evident, from the increased uproar of 
the beaters and the barking, of the dogs near the centre of 
the wood, that something was afoot there. *On reaching the 
spot, we found the wounded deer lying in a pool of water 
in the steep rocky bed of a stream, with the curs baying 
around it. The defenceless creature, a big milk-hind, was 
unable to rise, for, in addition to a smashed leg from the 
bullet, she had broken another among the slippery wet 
rocks, in her endeavours to escape from the dogs. I was 
stricken with remorse at seeing the poor animal lying help¬ 
lessly there, with her large mild eyes turned reproachfully, 
as it were, on her persecutors. It was a cruel lesson to me, 
and never to be forgotten, and one from which much might 
be learnt in the cause of humanity. By tliis I do not mean 
that even here, where the predatory animals keep them down 
quite fast enough, liinds sliould never be sliot—and good 
yeld hinds killed in proper season are not the worst of 
venison,—but I allude to the wanton, indiscriminate de¬ 
struction of game at all seasons—an unsportsmanlike prac¬ 
tice which, J regret to say, is by no means uncommon in a 
country where there are no strict laws in force to prevent it, 
and one which lias ruined sport in many easily accessible and 
much-fre(|uented places, where game was formerly abundant. 
With the smaller animals, sucli as gooral and kakur, it is 
not always easy to discern the gender to wliicli they l>elong; 
but with jurrow and suchlike large game tliis can seldom be 
mistaken. 

After the deer had been put out of its misery, I left the 
men to bring it down, and straightway returned to camp in a 
mood that was more thoughtful than elated, although I must 
confess to a pardonable amount of satisfaction at having 
found the wounded hind. There was a good deal of wrang¬ 
ling about the distribution of the spoil. But all was amicably 
arranged by my two Goorkhas, wlio divided it with their 
kookeries into small eljual portions, and distributed it fairly 
as far as it would go. 



OlWCjriHE SPORT. 'W 

Before returning to Shore I had another successful day at 
gooral, killing one of two animals I shot at right and left. 

Gooral-stalking in tlie precipitous and broken ground on 
the middle ranges, is perhaps the pleasantest, though not the 
grandest, kind of mountain sport. The amount of stiff climb¬ 
ing it tintails is quite enough to give it zest without making 
it excessively laborious. The sportsman can generally return 
to his tent to rest during the heat of the day, whilst the gooral 
are doing likewise, hidden away among the shady recesses of 
the rocks, and he can always get back at night to a comfort¬ 
able bed. Moreover, in a good locality, one seldom has to 
score the toilsome blank days tliat are not uncommon on the 
upper ranges, and are^frequent, I may say, beyond them, on 
the bleak dreary uplands of Tibet. After the experience of 
hunting every sort of Himalayan game, my own predilection 
for this kind of shooting may l)e deduced from the fact of my 
fining sixty gooral nx'-ordcnl in my Himalayan game-register, 
as having been fairly stalked and shot witli the rifle, which, 
with tlui numbers 1 lost ami missed, represent many a day^s 
geriLinc sport aftcir these game little animals. 
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CHAPTER V.^ 

Befoke relating my own experience of it, I shall endeavour 
to describe one of the methods of killing jurrow, which is 
often resorted to by Himalayan native shikarees at the season 
these deer make their nightly raids on patches of young corn 
which may be situated near their haunts. The hunter first 
finds out a “ run” or track by which jurrow are in the habit 
of making their way through the forest to their feeding- 
ground or elsewhere. Tiiis is easily discovered, as it is usu¬ 
ally well defined, from the animals so often taking the same 
one. Ho then selects an open spot, on a ridge if possible, 
over which the ‘"run’’ leads. Here he digs a small shallow 
hole a few inches wide, and in it moistens the loose earth by 
a natural action. He sometimes throws some salt on the 
wet earth, but he generally considers this an unnecessary bit 
of extravagance. The deer, in passing, are attracted by the 
odour, and, like most animals, being partial to anything of a 
saline nature, finding this on their path, generally stop and 
partake of it. 

This operation is repeated at intervals by the shikaree, 
until in a few days a hole sometimes a foot or so deep is 
eaten down by the deer. Each time he visits the Imr (salt), 
as he terms it, he obliterates the footprints around the hole, 
so that he is generally able to ascertain about the number 

1 Th© first part of this cWptor, as also portions of chapters viii., ix., xiiL, 
xiv., XV., xvi., were contributed by the author, years ago, to the ‘Oriental 
Sporting Magazine,’ published at Calcutta, 
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and the size of the animals from the tracks and tbofr 
appearance. 

Having in this manner discovered that the deer have 
become regular nightly visitors, he proceeds to prepare an 
ambush within a few yards of this artificial salt-lick, taking 
care, as far as possible, not to make it in the direction of the 
prevailing wind. He generally digs a hole in the ground, or 
in a I'-ank should there be one conveniently near, and over 
the entrance makes a careful covering of grass-sods or earth, 
leaving only a small aperture to look and shoot through. By 
this arrangement the deer have not the means of so easily 
winding him as when merely hidden behind a screen of 
bushes or of cut boughs ; and also, if there is no moonlight, 
an animal's body can be seen in dark relief above him against 
the sky. The result is what may be expected. As the native 
shikaree seldom wastes a charge of his precious ammunition, 
trie lord of the herd, or at any rate the largest hind, generally 
bites the dust. 

I have tried this artifice, but without much success; for 
although I heard the deer come quite close enough to the 
kar to prove the efficacy of the plan, they generally managed 
to get wind of me in some manner which prevented my get¬ 
ting a shot. And it requires such an amount of patience, 
and sometimes endurance on a bitter cold night, that the 
doubtful result hardly repays one for the trouble, not to 
mention its being rather a dirty way of doing business. On 
one occasion, however, I had the luck to get a chance at 
one of the finest jurrow I ever had the pleasure of pulling 
trigger on. 

An old Goorkha, a shikaree whom I was in the constant 
habit of employing, was the first to initiate me in the mys¬ 
teries of preparing one of these artificial salt-licks for deer. 
Old Jeetoo was about the best shikaree I ever came across. 
He was one of those men who talk little and do much, and 
had such a quiet business-like way of doing things withal. 
He was like a steady o|d hound, for his voice was seldom 
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heard without good reason, and from being somewhat deaf, 
be seemed to anticipate one's intentions from one's looks. 

One day I was surprised to see his long grave visage and 
gaunt figure at the door, for he seldom left the vicinity of his 
home except for sliikar. He had come to inform me that, if I 
cared to sit up for it, he could almost ensure my getting a shot 
at a large stag with horns like trees,” as he described them, 
that came and ate the Tear every night, not far from his vil¬ 
lage. The few traps necessary were soon packed up, and 
after a tramp of about twelve miles, we reached a little ham¬ 
let, on the hill above which the Jear was situated. 

On arrival, just before sunset, I heard that a leopard had 
the day before killed a cow within a few hundred yards of 
the place. As one of the villagers had rigged up a kind of 
ambush in the fork of a tree near tlie remains of the carcass, 
with the intention of sitting there for a shot, I promised him 
a douceur for his chance of a shot, and at once proceeded to 
take up my post, to which I was followed by several men 
from the village. Against this latter proceeding I remon¬ 
strated, but Jeetoo set my mind at rest by informing me for 
what purpose tliey accompanied us. He said that as soon as 
we were ensconced in our ambush, they would set up a shout¬ 
ing as if with the intention of scaring any animal away from 
tlie carcass. This row they would continue to keep up until 
they got back to the village. The leopard, which was prob¬ 
ably lying pretty miar, hearing the noisy ones depart, and 
their clamour become fainter as it grew more distant, and 
thinking from this that all was now safe, would most prob¬ 
ably return to its prey all the sooner, and more especially as 
it was beginning to get dusk, I at first laughed at the idea; 
but Jeetoo assured me that he had often been successful on 
former occasions when he had tried this ruse witli tigers as 
well as with leopards, and I have several times since found 
it answer myself. 

On arriving at the carcass we found that there was little of 
it left, save a few bones which the vultures bad picked nearly 
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clean; aiid I began to think that there was very little chaiioe 
of OUT feline friend taking the trouble to come for so pocar 
a supper. But as Jeetoo seemed confident that the bsast 
would come—^and he was seldom wrong in his conjecture® 
regarding game—I determined to wait there, at any rate 
until dark. So, having mounted the tree, we dismissed our 
followers, who departed exerting their lungs to the fullest 
extent. 

The bones were at the foot of a rock in a small wooded 
ravine on a steep hillside, and our position in a tree which 
grew a little below was almost on a level with them, and 
about twelve yards distant. 

We bad been watching for barely a quarter of an hour, 
and every minute darkness was growing apace, when I heard 
a slight rustle among the dead leaves, and felt tTeetoo gently 
pressing my arm. In a few more seconds T saw the leopard 
noiselessly up below our tree and look stealthily around. 
I might have fired at him then, but I waited until he reached 
the bones, making sure that I should get a more certain shot. 
On binding so little to eat, lie commenced glowering about as 
if at a loss to know what had become of his leavings. Care¬ 
fully I now began raising the rifle, but in doing so it touched 
an unlucky twig tliat chanced to be in the way. Slight as 
the noise was, it caused the leopard to start and look upward; 
and before I could close the stock to my shoulder, with one 
bound he reached the top of the rock above him and was out 
of sight. I sent a random shot after the brute, but never saw 
a sign of him again. IJiad ‘‘counted my chickens before 
they were hatched.” My delay in shooting had lost me my 
chance. Tliis little incident with the leopard, which may 
have served to illustrate one of the many hunting stratagems 
used in these mountains, has caused me almost to forget the 
i^ar-eating stag we had come out to look for. 

After making an unsuccessful search for any traces of 
the leopard, I started on the following afternoon with Jeetoo 
for the place where he had reported the stag was to be 
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found, which was situated a short distance above the out¬ 
skirts of an extensive oak-forest that spread itself over the 
northern slope of an adjacent hill. Our way led up over 
some broken ground, where I shot at and wounded a gooral 
which I lost. 

We reached the har a little after sunset. As the spot 
was unfavourable for firing from the ground, Jeetoo had 
constructed a machan in a tree about twenty yards from 
the /jar-hole. From the fresh marks around this it was 
evident the stag had paid it a visit the night before; and as 
there would be a bright moon, I thought matters looked 
very promising. 

We liad soon arranged our blankets in the machan, and 
had settled ourselves there pretty comfortably—in fact so 
much so on my part, that after watching for several hours 
I fell fast asleep. Such was not the case, however, with 
my trusty old companion, who had evidently been keeping 
his eyes, and his ears also, notwithstanding their deafness, 
wide open, for I was awakened by his giving me a gentle 
shake. How long I had slept I had mo idea, but when I 
awoke tlic moon had risen high, and threw her broad tran¬ 
quil light over tlie forest sloping away down below, and 
into the deep, misty valleys that lay one beyond another 
like mighty trenches between us and the distant rampart 
of perpetual snow, rising dim and irregular along the.hori- 
zon. The night was bitterly cold, and so calm and Hill 
that one might have lieard the fall of a leaf. I could hear 
my heart beating as I lay there, hardly daring to draw 
breath lest it might disturb the silence. No one but a 
sportsman can appreciate the feelings of a moment like this. 

Suddenly a loud sound broke the profound stillness, and 
was so startling from its unexpected proximity that it 
almost brought my beating heart to my mouth. It was 
the short alarm-note^ of the stag, and was followed by 

^ A totjilly different sound from bis prolonged bellow during the rutting 
season. 



BAB LUCK. 


several impatieut stamps of his hoof. Those signs were 
impropitious, and, I feared, indicative of his having either 
winded or heard us. However, I lay there motionless, 
straining my eyes in the direction of the Icar, in momentary 
expectation of his emerging from behind one of the patches 
of tall brushwood which grew close around. The loud short 
bellow was rejxjated at intervals, accompanied by stamping, 
which grew more and more distant, and at length ceased 
entirely. There was no longer any doubt about it,—the 
beast had detected us, and there was now little hope of 
seeing him that night, or in all probability for several to 
come. 

At the first streak ot dawn we clambered down from our 
airy lodging, benumbed tand stiff from cold, and exceedingly 
mortified. But there was no help for it, so we took our 
way regretfully down the lull, hoping for better luck next 
'j^YAc. I must say the sunrise over the snowy range, 
glorious as it was, had not the same ch.arms for me that 
morning as it would have had under more clicerful circum¬ 
stances. Tliis, however, was not the last of the stag. 

Thinking it unlikely that he would return to the Icar for 
at least two or three nights, I shifted my quarters with the 
intention of, in the meantime, hunting gooral on some 
ground where I liad often been successful. The locality 
was exceedingly wild, and the hillsides very precipitous and 
difficult to work over. And from the fact of there being 
no human habitation within miles, and village shikarees 
considering it too far to visit often, gooral usually abounded. 
We hunted there, however, for several days with little 
success. It seemed as if bad luck were to attend this trij> 
throughout, notwithstanding the small offerings of copper 
coins, &c., old Jeetoo had thought it necessary to make, for 
propitiating the spirit of the mountain, at one of the rudely 
built little Hindoo temples that are so common on the higher 
peaks of the middle rsSigi^ tMy thoughts were constantly 
reverting to the big stag, l^'i^icacke^^'^p and started to 
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revisit his haunt; and the same evening saw my little tent 
pitch^ near some huts situated a mile or two below the 
place where we had watched the Icar, 

Next morning we were up with the dawn, and, after a 
stiff pull, reached the upper edge of the forest, a short dis¬ 
tance above which the 7c«r-hole was situated. Our intention 
was to inspect this, in order to ascertain whether the stag 
had resumed his nightly visits. Thinking it was now 
much too late in the morning to expect him to be there, 
we took no care in approaching the /jar, when suddenly from 
behind the bushes close by it, out walked a lordly stag, 
followed by a hind, and presented himself to our astonished 
gaze at little over a hundred yards, neither of the animals, 
apparently, having as yet seen or heard us. Another second 
and the sight of my ride was on the stag’s shoulder, the 
report being followed by a “ thud,” and before the echoes of 
the shot had died away in the forest below, he had sub¬ 
sided in the long grass, leaving only his splendid horns and 
the tips of his ears above it. Thinking him secured, I 
commenced deliberately reloading the ritie, being at that 
moment in as happy a frame of mind as a mortal can ever 
hope for in tliis world. But alas ! I was doomed to bitter 
disappointment. 

Perhaps it was the slight rattle of the ramrod in reload¬ 
ing that attracted his attention, for his horns began to sway 
to and fro, and almost immediately he jumped up and went 
off at a lumbering gallop. I had just finished recapxhng, 
so, taking a hasty aim, let drive, and in my hurry, with 
sorrow be it told, clean missed the great animal; but, being 
very sick, he soon pulled up in a small strip of wood that 
extended for a short distance down the hill. 

I now took Jeetoo’s advice, contrary to my own opinion, 
with respect to taking up a position whilst he proceeded to 
drive out the wounded deer. My idea was to post myself 
at the lower end of the bit of wood, thinking that, as the 
stag was badly wounded, he would most probably take 
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down hilL Bnli Jeetoo persisted that he wonM take up* 
wards, so I gave in to his superior knowledge of woodeiaft, 
in which he was seldom at fault; consequently I had the 
mortification of seeing the stag leave the cover almost at the 
spot I had intended posting myself. He made straight for the 
thick forest below, in whirli he disappeared from our sight 
We followed at once on his tracks, feeling quite confident 
that, as he was so hard hit, we should soon overtake him. 
We came up with him several times, and got so close as to 
hear him crashing away through the bushes, but, owing to 
the dense cover, without getting even a glimpse of him. 
Here we had made «another mistake in following him up 
too soon instead of allowing him time enough to lie down, 
when in all probability he would have given an easy chance 
for a shot. 

For the greater part of three days did we slowly and 
j.»erseveriiigly follow him, often finding clots of gore where 
lie had stopped to rest. Jeetoo’s tracking powers were 
truly astonishing. Sometimes, after losing all traces of the 
sloe for hours, where it had led over rocky ground, my 
sinking hopes would be revived by his drawing my attention 
to an almost invisible speck of dry blood on a twig or a 
blade of long grass against which the animal had brushed 
in passing. The stag, however, baliied all his skill, and we 
were at length most reluctantly obliged to abandon the 
pursuit, where the tracks were irretrievably lost among a 
number of those of other deer, with which they had got 
confused. 

Many a cold night-watch did old Jeetoo and I have to¬ 
gether for game, altliougli they were not often attended with 
success, as such work is very uncertain.^ Something is, at 

^ For ni^ht work I have found the following a good method of aligning the 
»igUt« on an animal. Stretch a broad bit of white tai>e along the rib of the 
barrels between the back and the fore sights, binding it at either end on the 
rib with a bit of thin twine whipped tightly round the barrels. Commence 
aiming with the tape well in sight, and with the muzzle-end. of it rather 
above your object. Then gradually depress the muzzle on to the point yon 
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any rate, occasionally added by night shooting to one’s 
knowledge of the habits of fercc naturce. For instance, I 
was Tinder the impression that a tiger in its wild state 
always killed its food and never touclied dead meat, until 
one of our nocturnal experiences proved that it will greedily 
devour even carrion. 

There had been a dreadful murrain among the cattle 
throughout the district, and Jeetoo amongst others had lost 
many of his beasts. As they died he merely dragged their 
carcasses from his gote (cowshed) to a neighbouring jungly 
ravine, and there left them to rot, and, from fear of infection, 
without even stripping them of their hides. One day he 
came and reported that a tiger had been at them for several 
nights. At first I thought he miglit have been mistaken, 
and that the nocturnal visitor must be a bear. But he so 
positively insisted that it was a tiger, that I at once 
resolved to go and judge for myself. 

On reaching tlie village, we fortliwith ]>roceeded to in¬ 
spect the place where the dead cattle had been devoured, 
and there found the fresh unmistakable footj)riiits of a large 
tiger. Jeetoo had already removed all the carcasses, except 
one, to some distance, in order that there miglit, for obvious 
reasons, be more certainty of getting a shot. As it was 
growing late in the evening there was no time to be lost. 
We hauled the carcass to a likely spot for our purpose, and 
tied it tightly to a stake driven into tlie ground, so that it 
could not be dragged away without giving time for a shot. 
Some green branches were cut and stuck upright to foi'iu a 
screen about fifteen or twenty paces from the carcass, and 
on slightly higher ground than where it lay. All being 
ready, Jeetoo and 1 took up our position in our ambush 

wish to hit, at tho same time lowering the eye until the tai)o is hidden from 
view by the back sight, on the required alignemeut, when at once press the 
trigger, liy this means you eau tell if the back and the fore sights are 
correctly aligned, whereas you are uncertain of this if, as is customary, the 
fore aight only is rendered visible by having a bit of white cotton or any 
other dodge fastened on to it. 
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about dusk, hoping that the tiger might put iu an app^r- 
ance before it gi*ew too dark to be able to see him, as un¬ 
fortunately there was no moon. Wo waited there until I 
could no longer see either my rifle-barrels or the dead cow 
in the pitchy gloom of the ravine; but not a sound broke 
the deep stillness except the intermittent “ chunk, chunk ” 
of the night-jar, so we quietly left our ambush. Shortly 
after returning to the village we heard at intervals the 
deep-throated ** aowoongh ’’ of the tiger on his way down 
from a neighbouring forest-clad hill to his supper. How 
wild and eerie it sounded in the silence of night! This 
was another new experience, for I had always thought that 
a tiger stole warily towards its prey. Ihit in this case, 
the prey being dead, it perhaps thought such precaution 
unnecessary. 

As it would have been as rash as it was useless to 
uUempt to go after a hungry tiger in the dark, we waited 
until morniug dawned, when we cautiously approached the 
carcass in hopes of liiiding the animal still at work on it. 
To our great sur]»rise we found it liad not been touched, 
though we discovered the brute’s tracks close to it. We 
followed them for some distance, until we came upon an¬ 
other dead cow partially eaten, which the tiger had very 
recently left, as was evident from the freshness of his big 
pug-marks round about it. This was annoying, as Jeetoo 
had unfortunately overlooked this carcass, whicli lay con¬ 
cealed among the dense brushwood when he liad removed 
the others. 

As the shades of evening began to gather around, we 
fastened the two dead cattle together and once more took 
up our post. Whilst we silently watched thel'C in the 
gloaming, the hollow moaning voice of the tiger was now 
and again heard on the hill above. Gradually the sullen 
sound drew nearer and nearer as the brute came prowling 
down, until it seemed to be quite close to us, when it 
cessed and \\n\u It had now grown so* 
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dusky that we were only just able to discern the outline of 
the carcasses, as, with bated breath, we crouched behind our 
ambush, listening for the slightest sound, and straining our 
eyes as we tried to pierce the deepening gloom. My heart 
beat faster and faster each time the light evening zephyrs 
stirred the loose leaves of some bush in our vicinity, until 
the feeling of anxious suspense became almost intolerable. 
We remained listening there, as if spell-bound, for some 
time after it had grown pitch-dark, expecting each moment 
to hear the crunching of the bones. At length my trusty 
old companion, in a whisper, suggested that it might be 
prudent for us to retire as noiselessly as possible from the 
ravine, lest the tiger should chance to prefer live to dead 
meat for his supper. Next morning we were again much 
astonished at finding our bait untouched. The wary brute 
must have got wind of us in some manner when he had 
approached so near, for no sign was either seen or heard of 
him about the dead cattle after that night. 

Man-eating tigers are not uncommon in the Himalayas, 
but one seldom hears of man-eating leopards, although they 
are common enough in Central India. A hill leopard, when 
it does take to that sort of thing, is generally a very devil 
at it. A brute of this kind infested the Shore valley 
during luirt of the time I was there. It had killed some 
seven or eight people, and was so crafty that it baflled 
all attem])ts to destroy it. In one instance it was bold 
enough to carry off a little girl from the hut in which she 
was sleeping. Her people were so anxious to avenge her 
death and to rid tliemselves of this pest, that they came to 
the outpost and reported their having actually left the par¬ 
tially eaten corpse at the spot where the leopard had dragged 
it to, in the hope of the brute's destruction by a shot on 
its return to its victim. I was absent from Shore at the 
time, but a sportsman who happened to be there went and 
watched over the body, to which, (vs was the custom of this 
cruel and cunning brute, it never returned. Man-eating 
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tigers and leopards are often pale and dingy in colour, and 
mangy in appearance. This, however, is not due, as is 
commonly supposed, to their diet of human flesh, but to 
age. These pests are usually old and more or less infirm 
animals, which, finding human victims easier to obtain than 
more active and wary ones in the shape of deer or cattle, 
consequently take to habitually preying upon tliem. 

On one occasion, during my sojourn in Kumaon, I had 
an exciting hunt after a perfect feline demon. I was on 
a visit at Almora, the capital town of the province, when 
a report was brought in that a leopard liad temporarily 
establislicd itself in some terraced rice-fields near a village 
about half a mile ofl‘. It had that morning given a forci¬ 
ble proof of its unwelcome presence there by maliciously 
attacking a woman who was at work in a field close below 
the village. Two or three s])orting members of the small 
\.*ropean coiuinuiiity of the place were soon on the scene 
of action, and liaviiig collected a number of willing men 
from the village, at once commenced beating up the eueniy^s 
qiiaAers. We had not proceeded far when several hoarse 
grunts, followed by the piercing screams of a woman, 
apprised us of tlie brute’s whereabouts. It was standing 
on the edge of one of the terraced rice-fields laslung its 
tail from side to side and looking back defiantly towards 
us, and in the field immediately below lay tlie victim it 
bad just seized and left. The beast was rather far out for 
the borrowed smootli-l>ore I was armed with, and fearing 
lest I might injure the woman 1 aimed rather high. At 
any rate the shot had the eflect of scaring the leopard away 
from her vicinity, for it at once decamped. On reaching 
the poor woman, we found her lying there with her head 
and back all lacerated and blecdiijg, and speechless with 
fright and pain. Having arranged for her being earned 
to the village, we at once proceeded with the beat, all of 
us vowing vengeance against the brute for this its second 
cruel performance of the day. 
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After beating, as we imagined, most thoroughly through 
the rice-fields, we reached a bushy ravine, in which we all, 
with one exception, thought the brute must have concealed 
itself. Tlie exception was a tea-planter who had joined 
the party. He was one of the best mountain-hunters, and 
about as cool a hand as I ever met, and quite a character 
in his way. Originally in the army, his predilection for 
wild sport had been the cause of his leaving it and tak¬ 
ing to tea-planting and shooting in the hills. He now 
expressed his opinion that the leopard was still lurking 
somewliere in the rice-fields, and his intention of taking his 
chance alone of finding it there whilst we beat through the 
ravine. We had just begun driving it when I heard him 
shouting to us. Supposing he had seen the leopard and 
was cidling us back, I at once ran up towards where he was 
standing with the butt of his rifle on tlie ground. To my 
astonishment and concern, on reacliiiig him I saw that he 
was profusely bleeding from a wound on his face, and that 
his coat was all torn and bloody. With his characteristic 
coolness he quietly remarked, He’s boned me but from 
the expression and pallor of Ids face, I could see he was 
more injured than he cared to allow. It appeared that 
after our leaving him he had but just commenced wandering 
about in search of the leo])ard, when it suddenly sprang on 
him from behind, making its teeth meet in the upper part 
of his arm, and diiving one of its claws into his face within 
an inch of his eye; and before he had time to use his rifle, 
even had he been able to do so, the beast had bounded 
away and was out of sight in a moment. 

After bandaging the tea-planter’s wounds and ar¬ 
ranging for getting him conveyed home, we renewed our 
search for the leopard. Although we beat about until 
evening, all our endeavours to find it were fruitless, nor 
was it again heard of in the vicinity. The hero of this 
hunt was not long in recovering from his wounds, of which, 
if he be still living, he bears the scars on his face and arm 
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to this day. With his usual erratic disposition, he soon 
gave up tea-planting, and wandered away elsewhere in 
search of adventure and wild sport. The last time I met 
the Bhagee,’’ by which sobriquet he was well known, he 
was with an expedition against the hill tribes on the north¬ 
west r ontier, where, as an amateur, he liad been shooting 
plumb centre,” as he termed it, at tlie enemy with his six- 
shooter. The injuries to tlie poor woman were fortunately 
more ugly tlian dangerous. 
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Hitherto niy Himalayan experiences had heen confined to 
the middle and lower ranges, and I had regarded those aerial 
piles and x>caks of eternal snow as a sort of distant dream¬ 
land, which 1 lioped some day to find a substantial reality; 
and for those who are not cragsmen born, so to speak, it 
may perhaps )>e as well to get accustomed and inured to 
mountain-climbing wliere it is comparatively easy and safe, 
before attempting to linnt among the dizzy heights and dan-* 
gerous snow-slopes of tlie higlier Himalayas. 

It was tlie beginning of April when I purposed visiting 
the Chipla mountain, a gigantic rocky buttress, as it were, 
of the great frozen wall it seemed to support, and a favourite 
haunt of the “ tiilir/’ This member of tlie wild-goat family 
—Hemitmgus jcnilaioff^ of natural history—is plentifully 
distributed over the precipitous rocky slopes just below the 
snow-line, and is occasionally found on some of the higher 
parts of tlio middle ranges, where, however, it appears not 
to attain the same size as it does in the higher regions below 
the snowy range. I have never seen a more truly wild¬ 
looking animal in the Himalayas than an old buck talir, 
with his long frill-like mane and shaggy coat of dark-grey¬ 
ish brown, short sturdy legs, and almost black face. His 
horns are from twelve to fourteen inches long, and about 
nine inches in circumference at the base, broad and flat, with 
their rough anterior edges rising in a line with the forehead 
till they abruptly curve backward to a very fine point 
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l?lien seen from the front, they somewhat resemble a high 
coronet An (M buck stands over three feet at the shoulder. 
Tlie doe, called ** tehrny,” is smaller, lighter in colour, and 
less shaggy, with horns of the same shape, but much smaller 
than those of the buck. Mie great old bucks herd separ¬ 
ately during the summer until October, generally betaking 
themselves to the wildest and most unapproachable places. 
Their colour is often so dark as, at a distance, almost to look 
black, more especially in the autumn. The flesh of the 
bahr, or jharrel,” as it is sometimes called, is considered by 
the hill-men to be great medicine for fever and rheumatism ; 
and shikarees often dry the flesh and sell it, and even the 
bones, in places where fr?.sh tohr-ineat is not procurable. 

As it would be diflicult to procure even the bare neces¬ 
saries of life in the wild thinly popiilated part of the moun¬ 
tains I was about to visit, my commissariat arrangements, 
were this time made on a rather more extensive scale, 
and our party consisted of some nine or ten men all told, 
including Kiirl)eer. In two days we reached the village of 
Asko^e, tlie residence of a native potentate styling himself a 
“ l^jwfir; and the third morning brought us to the Goree, 
a fine rapid river, which was then in a muddy state of flood 
from the melting of the snow-fields about its source. The 
only noteworthy incident that had hitherto occurred on our 
way, was the destruction of an enormous wild cat of a 
light sandy-grey colour, measuring 4C inches from tip 
to tip. 

Thus far our road had been fairly good for a mountain 
.bridle-path 5 or 6 feet wide. But after crossing the Goree, 
where it was bridged by a few tree-stems thrown over it at 
a narrow place between two rocks, we left the road and 
struck up the left bank of tlie river by a mere track. In 
^me places our path lay close to the water’s edge, in others 
it overhung the stream, and sometimes at such a height os, 
at first, to make looking down at it, surging impetuously 
along, rather unpleasant. That evening we sheltered, 
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coolies'and all, under a huge beetling rock, from which 
retreat we had to eject, with the help of smoke, myriads of 
small black, biting flies, here called peepsas ” or “ moras,*' 
very like the '' black fly ” of the Canadian woods, and just 
as troublesome. Their bite leaves, under the skin, a small 
blood-spot, which is very irritable. 

Our way now led up beside a torrent that leapt from rock 
to rock as it tore furiously down a very steep gorge. After 
several hours spent in fording and refording this ice-cold 
stream where its sides were precipitous and impassable, and 
in assisting each other in clambering up diflicult places, we 
exchanged this rocky defile for a stiff but less laborious 
pull up a steep wooded slope of the Chipla. 

At length we reached an open space on the mountain¬ 
side, where the sloping ground was cultivated in small 
stony fields arranged in terraces. In these the inliabitants 
of the few log-built huts that were scattered here and there 
over this plateau, raised their scanty crops, just sufficient 
for their own wants. 

As we were pitching our little camp on the plateau, we 
were interviewed by several of the tenants of the log-huts, 
who willingly offered to give us every assistance in the way 
of sport. Tahr they reported as abundant higher up on 
the mountain, and a few black bears and plenty of kakuv 
(barking-deer) in the forest close above the plateau. 

Next morning, whilst forcing my way through some 
tangled bushes, a twig I had pressed back with my hand 
flew back and struck me in the open eye, causing the most 
acute pain, and quite blinding me for the time of that eye. 
Iking the right eye, this little accident proved highly detri¬ 
mental to rifle-shooting for several days. 

About noon we commenced our ascent to the haunts of 
the tahr. For a mile or two our way led through forest, 
and over ground that was rough and uneven owing to huge 
fragments of rock that had been detached by some bygone 
convulsion of nature from the heights above, and which 
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now lay jammed tc^ether where they had her© found a 
resting-place below. Such travelling was tiresome for our 
laden men, though they made nothing of the difficulty. At 
length we emerged on to a rocky ridge which ran up the 
left side of a vast amphitheatre. From the naked crags and 
snow-.streaked summits that almost encircled it, deep rifts, 
gullies, and broad landslips of stones and debris ran down 
its precipitous sides, until they tenninated in a wilderness 
of partially wooded, rocky ravines far away below. Some 
idea of the proportions of this huge natural amphitheatre 
may be formed when I say that as we clambered along we 
might have been compared to ants creeping over the ruined 
walls of the Colosseum at Home. Here and there amidst 
this chaos were steep verdant slopes, on which several small 
herds of tahr were (quietly browsing or reposing, looking in 
the distance like little brown dots. Altogether it was a 
TVvciderfully wild scene to gaze upon, though I had only one 
eye for viewing it, the injured one being bandaged up for 
the time. 

As we picked our way along the ridge, I was much 
amused with the behaviour of a big sturdy iiibabitant of 
the plateau, who, notwithstanding his load, which was not 
a light one, was skipping nimbly about from rock to rock in 
his anxious endeavours to point out the tahr. Fortunately 
the animals were so far distant below us, that there Was 
little chance of their observing his excited movements. On 
examining the animals with the telescope, I could discern 
no great old black fellows among them, only tehrny or 
young bucks. Some of the latter, however, showed fair 
heads. 

We soon reached a spot on the ridge where the afore¬ 
mentioned stalwart individual, who had constituted himself 
our guide, had informed me that we should find a sort of 
cave, under a big overhanging rock, capable of affording 
shelter for us all. It was rather an awkward place to get 
at, from its being situated just below the crest of the ridge, 

E 
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in fiucli a way as to render it necessary to clamber down, 
one by one, on to this covered shelf of rock, below which 
was an almost sheer drop of at least a hundred feet, 
terminating with a very steep slope of incalculable distance 
towards depths unseen from above. 

Taking with us our burly but agile guide, Kurbeer and I 
lost no time in making a start after the tahr we had seen 
below. Difficult as the ground looked from above, we found 
it fairly easy, althougli toilsome to work over. As it was 
very favourable for stalking, I had not much difficulty in 
getting S(*veral easy shots. Ihit no sooner did I uncover 
my right eye to take aim, than its sudden exposure caused 
both eyes to water, binning tlie sights of tlie rifle and every¬ 
thing beyond them, whicli of course made my shooting rather 
erratic. It was almost dark when we got back to our cave, 
and, much to tlie regret of its occupants—who had been 
looking forward to a hearty su|>per of talir-meat—empty- 
handed. Notwithstanding the general disappointment, the 
place looked cheerful enough, and liigldy picturesipie withal, 
as the fires blazed and crackled away, shedding a warm 
ruddy glow on the black, smoke-stained rock beetling above, 
and throwing up tlie wild figures of tlie mountain men, 
either in dark relief or in high light, as they moved to and 
fro, or scpiatted before their little fires, cooking their even¬ 
ing meal. After dinner and a jiipe, my blankets were spread 
on the softest spot I could find on our stony floor. Fortu¬ 
nately 1 am not a somnambulist, or, from the position of my 
couch, my ambulation might have taken me down over the 
rocks below at a pace I never could liave dreamt of. 

Next day my eye was still so bad that it would have 
been wiser to have given it a rest than to have gone out 
merely to disturb the game as I did, by firing several random 
shots. Of course the natives ascribed my want of success 
to the protection from harm afforded to the game there by 
the deity of the mountain. I discovered one fellow who 
had accompanied me from Shore, smoking my rifle with 
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some burning stuff that he informed me was a charm with 
which he was endeavouring to exorcise the evil spirit he 
thought must have possessed it—for, he added, he never 
had knowui it behave so badl}'' when he had been out with 
me on former shikar trips. The following morning, how¬ 
ever, i iy eye being consider* Joly better, such ideas were dis¬ 
pelled from their minds by my shooting a fine buck tahr, 
and also a gooral. The tahr was one of a herd of seven ; 
but owing to the bi*oken nature of the ground, it was not 
until after we liad stalked (piite close up to and sliot him, 
that we eauglit sight of his companions as they scurried 
helter-skelter away among the rocks. My satisfaction at 
being, at last, able to kill some game on this ground, was 
added to by the opportunity it aUbrded of providing my 
friends of the plateau with some venison in return for 
their civility. 

^he game here had been so much disturbed by my wild 
firing, that I now tlioiiglit it advisable to try fresli ground. 
About noon the loads were all packed and hauled up from 
tlie rocky alcove. The laden men descended Jilong the ridge 
until they reached the lower extremity, as it were, of the 
amphitheatre, where the torrent that drained it ruslied and 
tumbled down its rock-bound channel towards the narrow 
gorge we had, a few days before, ascended with so much 
difficulty from the river Goree to the plateau. Kurbeer 
and I took a more circuitous route dowji through the crags 
on the chance of finding game, but were unsuccessful. In 
the evening we found the camp pitched beside some huts 
near the stream, across which, and rising abruj)tly almost 
from the water’s edge, was a very steep and rugged liill-face 
we intended scaling on the morrow. 

In the early morning we crossed the stream and com¬ 
menced the long and arduous ascent, which must have been 
some 5000 feet at least, and not a drop of water was there 
to be found on the way up. It was jjast mid-day ere we 
all had reached the top. The heat of the sun’s rays, as 
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they beat on us tlirougli the clear air of those high regions, 
had been intense during our toilsome climb. I was nearly 
dead beat when I threw myself down in the shade of the 
rhododendron bushes tliat grew in great profusion along the 
ridge, and my mouth was as dry as a lime-kiln from thirst. 
But the glorious view from the ridge was a more than 
adecpiate reward for the trouble of getting up there. And 
the rhododendrons ! wliich were all in full Idoom—never 
have I seen anything to approach the colouring and quan¬ 
tity of tlieir gorgeous blossoms. Here, almost at the limit 
of vegetiition, tliey grow in the form of large shrubs—not 
as forest-trees, like tliose of the middle and lower ranges— 
and their bloom is larger, fuller, and of more delicate and 
varied hues. Some were white as snow, others of a salmon- 
red, whilst the tints of many ranged from the faintest blush 
of pink to the dee])est rose. The bunches of blossom were 
very round, with the tlowcrs on each bunch packed closely 
together. To see the rliododeiidron blooming in perfection 
of form and coloiii’, one must visit tlie higher Himalayan 
ranges where nature alone has nurtured it. 

After a. short rest we trudged on refreshed and invigor¬ 
ated by tlie cooling l)reeze on tlie ridge. Tlie rest of our 
day's work was comparatively easy, being more or less 
througli forest and down hill. And how we did enjoy an 
ice-cold draught at the first sparkling stream we came to ! 
As a ruh‘, liowever, it is a mistaln; to drink water when out 
on the hill, for the more you indulge in it the more you 
seem to want, and you soon get inunul to doing without it. 
It was late in the afternoon when we reached our destina¬ 
tion— a hamlet situated below the ground we intended 
hunting over. Wliilst dinner was being prepared, I arranged 
with the village Nimrod for his services as guide, and after 
quickly disposing of my frugal repast, at once turned in— 
for sitting up to promote its digestion was quite unnecessary 
after such a hard day’s mountain work. 

The fleecy cloudlets that flecked the deep-blue sky were 
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just becoming tinged with gold as I stepped out of my little 
tent into the bracing morning air. All traces of yester¬ 
day’s fatigue were gone, and much to my joy, the sight of 
the injured eye was almost as clear as ever. At the shika¬ 
ree’s suggestion wo left most of the im;pe(iimenta at the vil¬ 
lage, < nly taking witli us a man to carry our blankets and 
food sullicient for the few days we intended passing on the 
hill. In consequence of these little arrangements having 
to be made, the ^sun had risen over the eastern snow-peaks 
before we liad started. 

“ Look, there’s a gooral 1 ” exclaimed one of my compan¬ 
ions in a hurried wliisper, as lie crouched down and pointed 
to where a buck was perched among some rocks liigh above 
us, basking in the rays of the morning sun. As his gaze 
was not directed downwards, he had evidently not observed 
us. The ground was favourable, so we had little difficulty 
£\i circumventing him, when a bulled sent him scrambling 
hel])lcssly among the rocks. The shikaree was not long in 
securing him, and after slinging him over the few things he 
alriiady liad on liis back, again took the lead upwards. Be¬ 
fore we had gone much higluir, three or four more gooral 
sped away up the crags. 1 took a snap-shot at one of 
them, which 1 missed. As we were going through a small 
birch co])pice we flushed a pair of large beautiful birds 
here called ‘‘ looiigees,” and generally known as the horned 
argus-pheasant. Its habitat is always on the liigher ranges, 
where its wild peculiar call—a kind of mewing sound—may 
sometimes l)e heard issuing from thickets in the pine-forests 
and birch-woods near the snow-line. Being a very shy 
bird, it is seldom or never met with in the open. 

About noon we reached a small kind of cavity among 
some steep rocks, where the shikaree proposed we should 
temporarily establish ourselves. After skinning and break¬ 
ing up the gooral, I took a careful search over all the 
ground in view with the spy-glass. There was a small 
herd of young buck tahr far away above, near the sky-line; 
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but the steep intervening ground was so open, that there 
was no chance of getting near them from below, and it 
was too late in the afternoon to attempt to approach them 
from the ridge above, even had it been possible to reach 
it; we therefore proceeded to try our luck elsewhere. Two 
moving objects are soon descried on a distant grassy slope. 
Surely they must be great old tahr, for they seem almost 
black against the steep background of dried-up grass on 
the slope, which looks yellow and briglit in the rays of 
the declining sun shooting athwart it over tlie high rocky 
ridge alr-^ady in deep sliadow l)e]iind us. On bringing the 
telescope to boar on tlicm, they turn out to be wild pigs 
rooting about among the grass. As wild i^ork is more 
esteemed by tlic liill-men tlian any venison, we at once 
resolved to try for a sliot. After a long, tiresome, round¬ 
about stalk, we fiml, to our chagrin, our porkers vanislied. 
It was now g(itting late, and our fruitless endeavour had 
taken us a long way from our lodging, so we made for it 
as straiglit as possililo, lest darkness should overtake us on 
ground where travelling was by no means easy, even in 
daylight, lly the time we got back, the sliades of night 
Iiad closed down on tlie mountains, tluar rugged crests 
rising black and gT’im against the clear starlit sky. 

After rekindling the fire, our supper of gooral-mcat was 
soon frizzling iiway on wooden skewers over the glowing 
embers. Tlie small share of our airy lodging I liad appro¬ 
priated for the night was rendered somewliat uncomfortable 
from having a sharp immovable bit of rock sticking up in 
it, which, from the limited sj)ace, I was unable to avoid; 
but after a hard day’s clambering, such trifling inconveni¬ 
ences do not interfere very inucli with one’s slumbers. 

The moonal pheasants were whistling loudly among the 
adjacent crags wlieii we sallied fortli in the grey dawn. 
My only shot was at an old cock-moonal, which offered so 
tempting a chance, as we suddenly came on liim where 
he sat, whistling away on a point of rock below us, quite 
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unaware of our presence, that I could not resist such a rare 
opportunity, even at the risk of disturbing better game, for 
on open ground these birds are usually very wary. A wire- 
cartridge sent him whirling from his perch so far down 
among the rocks that it was liardly worth while fetching 
him, as his plumage was destroyed in his fall, and he 
turned out to be as tough as an old shoe. Nothing else 
was seen except a few telirny. 

Moonals are often a great nuisance on tahr ground, where 
they are almost invariably numerous. Sometimes an old 
rascal will, on observing the stalker, set up his loud alarm 
whistle, and tlms warn the tahr of impending danger, 
making them restless and suspicious, and consequently more 
difficult to ai^proach. 

Towards the afternoon it l)ogan to rain pretty heavily; 
we therefore returned to our lodging for- shelter. By way 
of employment we commenced digging out the lump of 
stone that had made my couch so unpleasant. This we 
found no easy matter, as it proved to be much larger than 
we expected. After a good deal of work we managed to 
loosen it, when, with the help of wooden levers cut for the 
purpose by Kurbeer witli his kookerie, we launched it over 
the mountain-side, down which it went hurtling and crash¬ 
ing, smashing and carrying away everything that impeded 
its headlong course, until it disappeared from our sight in 
a deep dark gorge far below, where, as it dashed against 
rock and tree, an occasional sullen boom was heard, the 
sounds and their echoes growing fainter and more faint 
until they were no longer audible. 

After the rain had ceased it was too late to go up after 
tahr, so we tried for gooral lower down, returning at dark 
only to score in my note-book “ a blank day.” 

At daylight next morning we sent down our spare man 
with the blankets, &c., giving him instructions to have the 
traps we had left at the village taken by a lower route to 
our next camping-place. At the same time Ktirbeer, the 
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shikaree, and myself started with the intention of hunting 
over the heights above and joining the camp in the evening. 
Much of the ground we had to get over was decidedly 
bad. On some of the steep slopes we traversed the grass 
was, at this season, so dry and slippery as to make the 
foothold very precarious, and they, as often as not, termi¬ 
nated abruptly on the brink of a sheer precipice. I must 
say I was rather staggered at the look of one very awkward 
place we came to, which there was no means of avoiding. 
As seen from below, it appeared to me to be a nearly per¬ 
pendicular craggy precipice of at least fifteen hundred feet 
high. But our guide said it was quite practicable, and 
as it had to be scaled, there was no use looking at it—for 
the more one looks the less one likes siicli a place,—we 
therefore commenced the ascent. It was not so difficult, 
however, as it at first appeared, except in a few places 
where one or other of my companions had sometimes to 
place a hand from below on the nearly vertical face of some 
smooth rock for a step ; there were juniper-bushes, too, 
here and there by which we could hold on. On nearing 
the top, it was decidedly unpleasant to look back, and I 
was very glad when we reached it. I was then but a 
nepphyte in mountaineering on the upj)er Himalayan ranges, 
or I should probably have thought little of such a climb. 

''Knstoora suddenly ejaculated Kiirbeer, just as we 
topped tlie ascent. A musk-deer had jumj)ed up close to 
us, and was standing at gaze on the ridge. All breathless 
as I was, I fired, and felt sure the animal was hit, although 
it made off. We soon discovered it standing on a little 
ledge of rock below the brow of tlie ridge. I could easily 
have finished it with another shot, but if it fell from the 
ledge there was nothing to prevent its going to the bottom 
of the rocky steep below it, by a much quicker route than 
the one we had taken in coming up. As it looked very 
sick, Kurbeer volunteered to clamber down and try to se¬ 
cure it. The danger of such a proceeding did not strike 
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me until I nearly had cause to repent having allowed him 
to attempt it. Climbing cautiously below the ledge, he 
seized the little creature by one of its hind legs. In its 
struggles to free itself it toppled off the ledge, the lad still 
holding on to it with one hand, whilst with the other he 
gripx<-d the ledge above him. At last, in order to save 
himself from falling, Kiirbeer was obliged to let go, when 
the ariimal went whirling down among the crags. Had he 
lost his balance or his footing in the struggle . . , I don’t 
like recalling the feelings of those few anxious moments to 
my memory. 

Rather would I describe my sensations during a somewhat 
similar ei)isode, when, from being the principal actor myself, 
they were less poignant than when beholding another in 
imminent jeopardy without the x) 0 ssibility of helping him, 
and for which I felt myself to blame. T had wounded a 
gooral, and it had l)etaken itself to a steep bare slope, off 
which the dry grass had been recently burnt, where it lay 
down in a dying state on a shelving slab of rock. Not 
wishing to disturb the ground by unnecessarily firing another 
shot, I proceeded to secure the animal if possible by creej)- 
ing up behind it, and laying hold of one of its hind legs, 
which I could see was hanging helplessly over the edge of 
the rock. No sooner did the animal feel itself seized than 
it kicked itself off the rock with the other hind leg, and 
fell struggling on to the steep slope below it. I still held 
on to its legs as we both went sliding head-foremost down 
the slope. But finding the pace was getting too fast to be 
pleasant, I let go. Fortunately I soon managed to stop 
myself by turning flat on my face, and stretching out my 
arms and legs like a spread-eagle, just as I was uncon¬ 
sciously nearing the brink of a nearly perpendicular drop. 
Over this the gooral went headlong in company with my 
cap, which had fallen from my head in the struggle. It 
was afterwards recovered with the gooral, which was found 
dead at the bottom. I felt truly thankful at having 
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escaped with nothing worse than my knuckles well barked 
and my clothes a bit torn by the sharp stones on the slope. 
But we must now try to recover our musk-deer. 

The shikaree at once set off down the hill to look for it. 
And judging from the time we had taken in coming up, I 
concluded he would be a good while getting down and re¬ 
turning with it on liis back; so I sat down and lit my pipe, 
Kurbeer doing likewise with one he had made by twisting 
a green leaf into a conical shape, which he filled with my 
cavendish, and smoked through his clasped hands by way 
of mouth-piece. The hill-men are decidedly ingenious in 
some of their extempore contrivances for smoking tobacco. 
The most primitive I have seen was a small hole made 
horizontally under the surface of the ground and left open 
at tlie extrcnnitics. At one (Uid was placed the tobacco, 
whilst at the otlicr each man in turn knelt down and in- 
lialcd two or three long-drawn wliiffs of smoko into his 
lungs. 

Waiting so long on the ridge was by no means irksome 
to me, for I was glad of the rest it afforded. Moreover, 
when situated on such an elevated spot, commanding so ex¬ 
tensive an area of grand mountain scenery, one need never 
tire of watching the ever-varying effects of light and shade 
as some passing cloud iloats lazily across the deep-blue 
firmament, temporarily darkening and seemingly altering 
the rugged features of the mountains beneath it. Some¬ 
times a great l)carded vulture (the Lammergcier of Europe) 
would come slowly soaring round the wall-like face of a 
cliff, rising high away to our left, and, with outstretched 
wings, sweep past so close to us that we could hear the 
rustle of his pinions. We almost fancied we could see his 
incpiisitive eye regarding our prostrate forms with a hungry, 
sinister expression, as we lay motionless on the ridge. There 
was interesting enjoyment, too, in ol)serving, through the 
spy-glass, the movements of a distant herd of tahr; and 
charms for the ear in the faint murmur of rushing water 
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far away in the depths of the valley below, and the wild 
whistling of moonals among the crags. , 

However, after waiting there for nearly two hours, we 
began to grow anxious lest some mishap might have befallen 
the shikaree. Mist, too, had been gradually gathering around 
the m * mtain-tops, the sky l)ecame rapidly overcast with 
dark driving clouds of a leaden hue, and the keen cold wind 
that accijinpanied them seemed to indicate an approaching 
snowstorm. At last, to our relief, the shikaree reappeared, 
and over his back was slung the musk-deer. Its skin was 
much torn and its bones were all broken from having been 
dashed from rock to rock in its fall. 

The musk-deer {MoseJnts 77iosch'i/erus of natural history), 
or kustoora, as it is here called, is a very delicately formed 
little creature, both in body and limb. It stands, at most, 
two feet at the shoulder, which is slightly lower than the 
croup. Itis hind legs are very long, and are thus well 
adapted for the agile bounds it is so capable of making 
amongst the rocks, and have the appciarance of ])eing bent 
under its body, as though always ready for a spring. The 
ears are roundish, er(H*t, and set closely together. In colour 
it is a dark-greyisli brown, which deepens on the (piarters, and 
is sligiitly mottled on the sides with spots of a pale brown. 
Its 'pelage is thick, springy, and brittle, each hair having a 
crimped appearance about half-way along from its root. 
Tlie hoofs are small and pointed, and the upper or false 
hoofs jX'^^diarly long. The liabit of this little animal of 
returning to the same spot to deposit its droppings, is curi¬ 
ous ; they are frequently met with in heaps, which must 
have taken months to accumulate. Some of these heaps are 
highly scented with musk, while others are cpiite inodorous, 
which leads one to suppose that each heap has been made 
by the same individual. This deer carries no horns; but 
the upper jaw of the male is provided with a pair of canine 
teeth, which grow to a length of quite two inches, if not 
more. As the buck only has these teeth, it is hard to say 
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for what use they are intended, unless it be for fighting; 
but their rather loose setting in the jaw, and their fragile 
make, are against this theory. The does are so similar to 
the bucks in size and colour, that at a short distance it is 
almost impossible to distinguish any difference between 
them ; consequently many of the former are destroyed un¬ 
necessarily. The musk is found in the male only, in a 
small bag under the skin, close to tlie prepuce. When 
fresh, the secretion is soft and moist, and of a brownish 
colour. Its smell is then rather offensive; but when it 
hardens and dries, the well-known odour of musk becomes 
so powerful as to be almost permanently transmitted to any¬ 
thing with whicli it comes in contact. On being taken from 
the dead animal, it is at once tied u]> tightly in a bit of the 
hairy skin that covers the gland, and is then called a '' rnusk- 
pod.’’ Tlie musk-deer inhabits the high cold regions below 
tlie snow-line, wheiaj it generally affects thick rocky cover; 
but it is not unfrcquently m(‘.t with among bare crags, and 
occasionally about tlie highest tops of the middle ranges. 
The natives say it can travel over even worse ground than 
the tahr. Its cry of alarm is a kind of hiss. As musk is 
the principle ingredient used throughout the civilised world 
in the manufacture of most perfumes, a good musk-pod sells 
for sixteen rupees, or more. These little animals are there¬ 
fore more sought after than any other game by the natives, 
who capture them mostly by snaring, in the following 
manner: A low fence is made of boughs, &c., along the 
ridge of a hill, sometimes a mile or more in length. At 
intervals of 100 or 150 yards are gaps. The musk-deer, 
crossing the ridge from one valley to another, come across 
this fence, and to save themselves the trouble of jumping 
over it, walk alongside until, seeing a little gap, they try to 
go through it. But in each gap a noose of strong string is 
placed on the ground, and tied to a stout sapling, bent 
downwards. The noose is so arranged that, when the deer 
tread inside it, the sapling is loosed and flies back, leaving 
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the noose tied tightly round the animahs leg. The people 
visit these fences every two or three days, and secure the 
deer thus caught, and repair the fences and nooses, which 
are often carried away or destroyed by larger game. 

The musk-deer I had shot was unfortunately a doe. Al- 
thougl . not so good as a spef^'inien, it was better for the pot 
than a buck, tlie liesh of which is apt to be tainted with the 
liavour of musk. 

Snow now began falling in feathery flakes as we struck 
down into the dark forest of tall and straight black-looking 
conifers that almost invariably clothe the northern expo¬ 
sures of the higher ranges on tlie south side of the great 
snowy chain. Here the ground was thickly covered with 
old snow, in which the tracks of jurrow were numerous; 
l)ut as tlu‘, day was now growing old, and we had still a long 
way to go, there was no time to search for tlie animals that 
made them. It was tiresome work plodding through the 
snow, which in many places was knee-deep, until, lower 
down, we got clear of it. As we descended, the falling 
snow changed to sleet, and eventually to heavy rain. 
Although tlie rest of the way was comparatively easy 
travelling, darkness was setting in ere we reached our 
camp. 

We had now descended again to the continuation of the 
lieaten track used by the Tartar traders, which up here fol¬ 
lows the course of the Kallee (or the Sarda, as it is also 
called) for a considerable distance farther up the deep 
tortuous valley through which that big impetuous river 
Hows, forming the boundary - line between British and 
N'epalese territory. 

Starting at daybreak, we followed the regular mountain- 
road for a few miles, until we reached a small village, built 
on a slope, near the foot of a spur of the Cliipla, rising from 
the Kallee. Here I breakfasted, made arrangements for 
replenishing our stock of supplies, and engaged fresh local 
guides and coolies for carrying the traps, preparatory to once 
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more encountering the difficulties of the craggy heights of 
the Chipla, after tahr. 

Farther up the valley of the Kallee, on the open grassy 
slopes just below the perpetual snow-line, are good grounds 
for burrel {Ovia nalmra). But I shall leave these wild 
sheep and their haunts alone for the present, as we are now 
after wild goats. 
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Altiiouchi tlie Cliipla, as seen from a distance, a])pears to 
be a huge solid spur abutting from the snowy wall beliind 
it, on a nearer accpiaintance it is found to liave, as may 
already Lave been inferred, mighty spurs of its own, with 
noble rocky ampliitlieatres and stupendous Y-shaped valleys 
lying between them. As you ascend these steep-sloping 
valleys they gradually grow narrower, and their sides be¬ 
come more precipitous until tliey reach the snow-fields on 
tlie heights towering above tlicm. 

Up one of these steep spurs our way now led. To the 
left, as we ascended, its southern face fell away abruptly, 
either in a succession of irregular drops, like huge steps, or 
in rocky rifts and gullies. As we mounted higher, these 
features were exaggerated until they became broad and 
terribly steep inclines, appalling i)recipices, and almost 
vertical rocky gorges, terminating in landslips of rubble and 
cUhris running far away down into the contracted depths of 
the valley below. To the right, the northern exposure was 
rough and rocky, and, as usual, clad with primeval forest. 

We went ahead of the coolies U}) a kind of goat-track for 
a mile or two, when our village shikaree suggested that we 
might take a turn over the steep broken ground on our left, 
and look for gooral, which, he said, were likely to be found 
there. We had not to search long before one was started. 

Shoot quick ! or hell be away out of sight down the 
rocks/* excitedly whispered the shikaree, as the animal he 
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had suddenly detected, after going a short distance, stood 
for a few moments to gaze back at us. Although hurried 
snap-shots in mountain-hunting are, as a rule, a mistake— 
for it is better to let an animal go free on the chance of 
getting another and better opportunity, than to risk missing 
and disturbing the ground by firing an unsteady shot—yet 
this one luckily told. The gooral which fell to it was 
fortunately stopped by some projecting rocks ere he had 
rolled down very far, which saved us much trouble in fetch¬ 
ing him. 

llain, whi(;h for some time had been threatening, now 
began to fall. Tliis made the steep slo])es slip2:)cry and 
dangerous; we therefore thouglit it j^rudeiit to get back 
on to the ridge, where we soon overtook the coolies toiling 
up tlie winding track with their loads. Leaving the dead 
gooral in their charge, we agjiiii went ahead. 

We were now nearing ground where, at any moment, we 
might chance upon tahr. For the wild animals in these 
high regions are very irregular in their feeding-times, and 
may be seen out browsing at all hours of the day, and more 
particularly in wet or cloudy weather, when there is no 
need for them to lie up for shelter from the heat of the 
noonday sun. 

Some distance higher up on the spur we came to a kind 
of promontory that sloped down from it, and extended for 
some distance along the side of a rocky hollow scooped out 
of the steep mountain-side. In order to examine the pre¬ 
cipitous depths of the hollow, into which we could not see 
from above, we crept cautiously down behind the promon¬ 
tory. As the shikaree, who was in front, slowly raised his 
head to look over, he suddenly drew back and whispered 
“ tahr.’’ On the opposite face of the hollow, and slightly 
below us, not only were there five or six tahr on a narrow 
and steeply sloping terrace of short green grass that ran 
obliquely downwards across it, but there was also a small 
herd of gooral browsing unconcernedly not far from them. 
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and both were within range for a loiigish shot. Singling 
out the tahr that looked the best, I waited until he was in 
a good position for taking liim. As the report of the rifle 
rang out, his coiripaiiions instantly made off, and scaling the 
impassable-looking rocks above them with the most marvel¬ 
lous agility, disappeared over the ridge on the opposite side 
of the hollow, without stopping to give a second chance. 
The one I had shot at seemed so badly hit, as he went 
hobbling away after them, that, feeling sure of eventually 
getting him, I at once turned my attention to the gooral. 
They looked very much perplexed, but did not move off 
until I had emptied my second barrel at one of them as he 
stood hissing out his note of alarm. 

He’s hit too ! ” exclaimed the shikaree with great glee, 
as the animal contrived with difliculty to follow tlie rest of 
tlie herd over the ridge, some distance lower down than 
where the tahr had crossed it. Scrambling down the side 
of the promontory, we almost ran along the sloping terrace 
tlie animals had been on. In cold blood I should most 
probably have liesitatcd to cross it at all, for the incline 
was so sliarp that a slip would have been fatal, and it was 
not until we were on it that I could sec the profound depth 
of the abyss below. 

The shikaree now climbed after tlie tahr, whilst Kurbeer 
and I took up the track of tlie wounded gooral. The 
ground, which would at any time have lieen bad, was now 
rendered frightfully dangerous by being very wet and 
slippery from the rain which was still falling. We had 
missed the track of the gooral, and I was carefully going 
along the brink of a craggy precipice, to wliich I thought 
the wounded animal might have betaken himself, with my 
gun ready to finish him with a buckshot-cartridge, should 
I catch sight of him among the rocky ledges below. Kur¬ 
beer was some distance higher up, on a very steep incline 
of short grass rising immediately above me, searching for 
the lost track. Suddenly I heard a scuffling sound above. 

F 
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Looking upwards, to my horror I saw that the lad had lost 
his footing on the slippery wet earth, and was rolling and 
sliding down tlie slope, clutching frantically at the Short 
grass wi^ his free hand, for, notwithstanding his danger, 
he still kei)t hold of rny rifle he was carrying with the other. 
At once I saw that his only chance lay in my being able to 
arrest his progress before he reached the brink of the preci¬ 
pice. I had scarce time to deposit the gun safely on the 
steep ground, in order to have both hands free, ere he was 
down within a few yards of me. Fortunately I happened 
to be almost directly below him, so T set my teeth, dug my 
feet as firmly as possible into the wet earth, and, holding 
my breath, stood ready to try and stop him, for I knew his 
life depended on my being able to do so. Another roll and 
he would have been over. Making a desperate clutch at 
him, 1 luckily got firm hold of his loose clothes, thereby 
checking his descent sufliciently to enable liiin to recover 
his footing, otherwise his weight and impetus must have 
taken us down together. All this, of course, happened in 
very much less time than I have taken to tell it; and my 
mingled feelings of horror and thankfulness at this narrow 
escape were such as to be not easily forgotten. 

We now called a sliort halt to recover tlie tone of our 
nerves, which had naturally been rather shaken by what 
had occurred. But as any one who hunts proi)erly over 
such mountains as these is often more or less exposed to 
dangers of this kind, it is best to keep the mind as much 
as possible from dwelling on them. We therefore were not 
long in resuming our search for the wounded gooral, and 
we shortly after came up witli him where he had lain down, 
when I secured him with a shot-cartridge. 

The shikaree soon rejoined us after having tracked the 
tahr into ground where it was impossible for him to follow 
farther. It was now getting late in the day, and we had 
still some very difficult ground to get over, so, the gooral 
being shouldered by the shikaree, we made the best of our 
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way tc) the place where he had directed the coolies to make 
for. This was, as hitherto, a kind of open cave formed by 
the l)ig rocks that overhung it. We reached thi| welcome 
haven just before dark, weary and wet through. The 
coolies had arrived some time before us, and there was a 
savours odour arising from the cooking quarter, which was 
most gi’ateful to us, tired and hungry as we were. 

In the Himalayas, at this time of year, the atmosphere 
is often dim with a bluish gauzy liaze, which gives the 
mountains, and especially the more distant ones, a beauti¬ 
fully soft and dreamy appearance. This ellect is probably 
due to the air being permeated with thin smoke, caused by 
the old dry grass on the mountain-slopes being, at this 
season, so much fired by the villagers, in order that the 
young green blades afterwards springing uj) on the burnt 
ground may the sooner afford fresh pasturage for their 
herds. I have seen the same effect produced by the smoke 
from tlie forest-fires in tlie liocky Mountains and the back- 
woods of Canada during the fall,” w^lien a sudden change 
of wind will dispel it in an hour or two, and make the 
atmosphere as clear as ever. 

Next morning we liad not gone much over lialf a mile 
from our cave when we descried some dark objects moving 
among the rocks away dowm below. 

“ They are bucks for certain, as they look so black,” so 
say Kurbeer and the shikaree, as I proceed to adjust the 
telescoi^e, using my iron-shod staff as a rest for it; and 
bucks they prove to be. Three or four only are visible, 
but others may be hidden by the rocks. If they remain 
where they are, we can pretty easily approach them unseen, 
though it will be more difficult to do so unheard. For 
when stalking animals from above on precipitous ground, 
be it ever so favourable as regards cover, there always 
remains the probability of detaching loose stones, and of 
making more noise in clambering downwards than upwards. 

As my two companions, with bare feet, generally precede 
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me in onr down-hill stalk, they contrive to cleverly '' field 
the stones set in motion by my heavy nailed boots, and 
sometime^ place a hand or a shoulder against a smooth 
rock, or drive the point of an alpenstock into the ground 
for a footstep below me, until at last we manage to get 
within easy range. The shot is a downward one; so aim¬ 
ing low, I let the best-looking buck have it. Off they all 
start, but the one shot at soon separates from the herd, and 
makes for the brink of a declivity just below. As he nears 
it he stumbles and totters, struggles to the edge, and toppling 
over it, disappears from our sight. Meantime the rest have 
stopped to look back, giving me a chance at another fellow 
with the second barrel, ere they take their final departure. 

On our reaching the spot where the tahr had gone over, 
we find beyond a sheer drop of fully a thousand feet. As 
we crane our necks forward to look down, we can sec what 
we suj^pose is the dead animal lying among a confused mass 
of broken rock and boulders beside the torrent at the narrow 
bottom of the valley, but from the colour being so similar 
to that of its surroundings, the aid of the telescope is 
necessary to make certain. There lies our tahr, but how to 
fetch him is now the (piestion. As reaching him is im¬ 
possible, unless by making a long round which would 
occupy many hours, wc finally decide on leaving him for 
the present where he is, and straightway proceed to follow 
up the other buck I had shot at, and soon find plenty of 
blood on his track. 

In the excitement of our stalk we had failed to notice 
that a scudding rack was fast overspreading the cloudless 
sky of the early morning. A heavy veil of mist, too, was 
now trailing itself up the valley, and rain soon began to fall. 
The traces of the wounded tahr were rapidly becoming 
obliterated by the fast-falling drops; and as the track lay 
over very bad ground, our experience of the day before 
made us rather chary of following farther in the wet, so we 
gave up the pursuit. The mist also had become so dense 
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that we could hardly see a dozen yards around us, making 
it difficult even for our guide to find his way back to the 
cave, towards which we now turned our steps. » 

On the morrow the early morning again broke bright and 
clear, so our shikaree proposed that we should bivouac, for 
the nigi^t, higher up on the hill, where, after pointing out 
the dead tahr to the men who were to fetch it, he was to 
rejoin us in the evening. As the way was rough and steep 
for laden men, and we might up there in some places find 
the snow 13'ing deep, he recommended our taking only our 
blankets and ready-cooked food with us. It was late in the 
morning when Kurheer and I started witli one or two of 
the men wlio knew tlie way, to our quarters for the night. 
We had not proceeded far when one of those sudden 
changes, so common in the mountains, came over the 
smiling face of nature. The hitherto sunny sky became 
obscured witli clouds, and our inveterate enemy the rain 
was soon falling lieavily on us. We roiled upward, never¬ 
theless, until we reached our destination, another cavity 
anif)ng the rocks. Here we made a big fire, for which we 
fortunately found plenty of wood at hand. At this we dried 
our wet clothes and blankets, and made ourselves as com¬ 
fortable as we could under the circumstances for the niiilit. 
The shikaree turned up before dark, and reported that the 
tahr had been recovered, but that one of its horns had been 
broken off at the root in its fall, and was nowhere to be 
found. This was a pity; but we were lucky in having got 
the animal at ail, for the shikaree said the place above 
where it had fallen was such a tremendous "'pakhan’* 
(precipice) that it was as much as they could do to reach 
where it lay and get back with its spoils. 

Having gone up so far, we thought we might as well 
continue our ascent to the ridge above, and prospect the 
country beyond it for game—as, being above the timber 
line, the northern exposure would at that elevation be as 
bare of forest as a southern one usually is at any height. 
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Before we could reach the ridge, however, it was necessary 
to traverse an exceedingly awkward place. It was a very 
smooth slope at a fearfully sharp angle. Not the smallest 
excrescence was there on it for foothold. The ground was 
covered with a thin layer of fresh-fallen snow, just enough 
to make the footing slippery and treacherous. Below it 
the rocks fell away so precipitously that the consequences 
of a false step would have been too dreadful to contem¬ 
plate. There were only some fifty yards of danger, but 
my nerves underwent a considerable amount of wear and 
tear before we got over them. Be it remembered, this 
was my first essay at hunting on the upper ranges. 
Hitherto I had thought something of my experiences on 
tlie gooral grounds of the middle ranges, until they were 
totally eclipsed by those of the vast lieights of these upper 
regions; and sucli a idace as we had now to negotiate 
might certainly liave been considered, to say the least of 
it, unpleasant, even by the boldest and most experienced 
of cragsmen. 

It is on these dangerous slopes where that trusty com¬ 
panion of the mountain hunter, the iron-sliod pole, affords 
such invaluable assistance, both as a support and for dig¬ 
ging notches for foothold in the hard ground or frozen 
snow. It will be found more serviceable for the latter 
purpose if, instead of the usual iron point, it is shod with 
a light triangularly - shapeil spud, having its lower edge 
about an inch and a half broad. It is almost needless to 
suggest that one of the party should always be provided 
with an axe of some sort, and the common little '' kool- 
harree ” (wood-hatchet) which almost every hill villager, 
when out on the mountain, carries in his girdle—usually 
a coil of rope to be used in case of need—answers all 
limiting requirements, as well as the best of ice-axes. The 
sensation termed giddiness ” I liave never, in the literal 
acceptation of the word, experienced when on dangerous 
ground ; but I freely confess having felt what is vulgarly 
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called “ funk.” Perhaps, in this case, the terms are syn¬ 
onymous. From constant practice, however, in mountain¬ 
climbing, one grows more confident in his feet, and more 
callous in his nerves. But I have dwelt so long on the 
danger of the mountain-slope, and the ideas suggested by 
it, that, at this rate, we shall never reach the ridge. 

At last we arrived at the crest, and found, as we ex¬ 
pected, tliat the northern slopes were, at this height, almost 
free of wood, except some scattered birches, rhododendron- 
bushes, and broad patches of juniper; but the ground was 
in many places covered with snow-fields. Soon, however, 
our view of it became obscured by blinding snowflakes 
that now began whirling about us, so we struck down the 
ridge, wliich trended towards our old quarters. There was 
still a chance of starting a musk-deer from among the 
birch and rhododendron bushes, for their fresli tracks were 
numerous, but tliese were soon obliterated by the falling 
snow, and not an animal did we see. 

Floundering down tlirough the deep snow-beds was tire¬ 
some enough, but as descending the spur was much quicker 
and less laborious work than ascending it, we reached the 
lower cave much sooner than T expected. On arrival we 
found most of its occupants in a complete state of prostra¬ 
tion, and suffering severely from the effects of having par¬ 
taken too freely of tahr-meat. The sky had cleared again, 
it was still early in the afternoon, and being my last day 
on the hill, after refreshing the inner man we once more 
set out. 

We had made for the ground below, in tlie direction of 
the place where we had lost the first tahr 1 had shot at 
in this vicinity. Kurboer was following me, carrying my 
rifle, when suddenly I heard him hurriedly whisper, There 
he goes I and lie's surely the tahr you wounded, for he's 
lame,” as a big buck jumped up from behind some rocks 
close to us, and rattled ok Had I had the rifle in my 
hand I could have got an easy running shot; and when I 
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did lay hold of it, I waited, thinking the beast would be 
certain to stand and gaze back. But he had no intention 
of stopping, so I lost my chance. Nota hcne —always have 
your rifle in your own hands on likely ground when you 
can, for many an easy chance is thus lost by letting it be 
carried for you. We did not follow far, for even had the 
tahr been our wounded one, there was now no blood on his 
track. On our way back we saw a herd in the distance, 
but the shadows were already deepening around, rendering 
a long stalk impracticable. 

We now commenced retracing our steps homewards. 
For several days our route lay along the valley of the 
Kallee. The roaring river surging along between steep 
forest-clad or rocky acclivities made the scenery wild and 
grand, but one’s appreciation of its charms was consider¬ 
ably marred by the concentrated heat at tliat season in this 
low-lying narrow valley, and by the inclemency of the 
weather. A halt was made at a place said to be famous 
for jurrow and kakur. Had I then known that near this 
place there was a famous salt-lick close to tlie river, I 
might, had I cared to take advantage of it, have spared 
myself the trouble of perspiring over the baked hillsides of 
these low warm regions in quest of game. 

These salt-licks, or kar as they are termed by the 
natives, which may be described as places wliere the 
ground is strongly impregnated with some sort of saline or 
alkaline matter, are here and there met with all over the 
mountains. In such spots large cavities may often be seen 
where the earth has been scooped out of the hillside by the 
animals partaking of tlie km\ In wild unfrequented parts 
where game abounds, I am told that animals can at times 
be actually slaughtered by watcliing these licks. 

One day we came across an encanq)ment of Tibetan Lamas^ 
in their black blanket-tents. They were returning to their 

^ The sacerdotal c]as.s of Tibetan Buddhists are called Lamas, many of whom 
are engaged as much in their temporal as in their monastic pursuits. 
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homes in Hundes,” as that part of Tibet lying beyond the 
mountain-passes of the Giirhwal and Kumaon provinces is 
called. A wild, queer-looking lot these Tartars were, with 
their flat, ugly, but good-humoured countenances, small eyes, 
pig-tails, and peculiar dress. The latter generally consisted 
of a lo.-se garment of coarse woollen stuff of a dirty purplish 
hue, confined at the waist by a girdle of cloth or a belt. In 
this was stuck a tobacco-pipe, about 8 or 10 inches long, 
with a very small brass bowl, and mouthpiece of the same 
material. Depending from it was also a “ chuckmuck.” This 
useful appendage—wliicli, together with the pipe, and a wool- 
spindle, these people are never without—is a steel attached 
to a small leathern pocket containing a flint and tinder. It 
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is often ornamented with red cloth covered with open work 
of silver or brass, and fastened to tlie girdle by a leatlier 
thong or metal chain. The rest of their apparel consisted of 
long woollen boots, fastened below the knee, and soled with 
raw hide; and a small cap either of felt or woollen cloth, 
sometimes with fur-lined lappets for covering the ears. Some 
of these people were rather profusely adorned with rude 



90 


SHEEP AS BEASTS OP BUEDEN. 


ornaments, i)rincipally consisting of silver amulets, strings of 
large coral or other beads, and large lumps of rough amber 
and turquoise, either real or sham, worn round the neck. 

The occupation of both sexes appeared to be spinning wool 
with their spindles, which, whether sitting or strolling, they 
kept perpetually twirling, even when tending their large 
droves of sheep and goats. These animals they use as beasts 
of burden, each carrying down from Tibet its little load of 
borax or salt in a small pair of bags, and returning with them 
refilled with rice or other grain. The heavier articles are 
'""i carried on stout ponies, or on yaks—the bovine cattle of 
Tibet. 

The women had very much the same dress and general 
appearance as the men, excepting a long narrow flap of clotli, 
extending from the top of the head down the back to below 
the waist, and ornamented with bits of amber, turquoise, coral, 
and cowry-sliells. They were strongly built like the men, 
but, as a rule, not a wliit less plain in feature. The excep¬ 
tions were two or three sturdy young girls, whose rosy cheeks 
and merry expressions gave their faces a pleasing look, which 
in a great measure compensated for their lack of real beauty. 

Whilst mentioning the flocks, their canine guardians 
should not be forgotten. Two or three of the fine large dogs, 
known as Tibetan mastiffs, invariably follow the camp of 
these nomads. Tliey are most excellent watch-dogs, and 
never seem to rest during the night, when, much to the an¬ 
noyance of the weary traveller who may chance to encamp 
near, their deep-toned bark is incessantly heard. As some of 
these dogs are both bold and savage, a man or even a beast 
of prey would be rash in approaching a Tartar camp after 
dark; and, when protected by the strong iron-spiked collar 
they usually wear, they are quite fit to cope even with a 
marauding leopard. 

Notwithstanding the comparative smallness of the bag, 
my first trip to “ the snows ” had been most enjoyable; and 
to the true lover of wild sport, who is always an ardent 
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admirer of nature as well, the mere slaying of his game 
is certainly not what conduces most to his delight in his 
work. For my own part, a feeling of regret has always 
been mingled with my exultation, at seeing a beautiful 
animal I have brought down lying lifeless before me, how¬ 
ever inconsistent it may seonn l^evertheless, it is very 
satisfactory to make a good bag. When I say a good bag, 
I mean one of fine, and, if possible, of varied specimens, 
and not made up, merely for tlie sake of competition, of 
inferior animals, siicli as a man of true sporting instincts 
would feel ashamed to shoot at, unless he required meat for 
his camp. I have less sympathy with those who shoot 
only for the bag, than with the downright old poacher ; 
not the murderous, skulking cadger of the present, who 
nets and snares for the game-dealer, but a man of the 
bygone Highland stamp, who stalked a fat stag or shot a 
brace of grouse quite as much for the keen excitement of 
the sport as for providing venison for his family and Ins 
friends. 

Spring is certainly not the best time of year for tahr- 
shooting. The proper months are October and November, 
when the old bucks have their shaggy hair much darker and 
longer, and the toil in searching for them is lessened by 
their being at that season lower down on the mountains, 
and associated with the does. The weather, too, is then 
sure to be settled and fine, which, of course, adds so much 
to the pleasure of hunting. In fact, the fall ” is the best 
season for sport of almost every kind in the Himalayas, as 
it is elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

“ Who has not hoard of the Vale of Cashmere ? ” Soon it 
may almost he said, Who has not seen it ? for it is now 
becoming a regular resort of the tourist. 

My first visit to the “ happy valley ” was during the 
reign of the Maharajah Gholab Sing, to whom it had but 
recently been dis]>osed of by the Indian Government, and 
it had tlien been only a few years ‘‘ open to the public.'' 

All arrangements in the way of travelling equipment, 
&c., for our trip having ])een coniideted, I started from 
Eawul rindi in April, with a yoitng brother-officer, who, 
like myself, was an ardent lover of wild sport. My left 
arm had but a short time been freed from the bondage 
necessitated by a broken collar-bone, which J, however, 
hoped would be quite fit again ere I commenced rough 
moimtain-climbiim. There was little to interest us aloiuj 
the first part of our route, so we got over it as quickly as 
possible, our object being to reach our shooting-ground in 
the beginning of May, which is generally considered the 
best spring month for ibex-hunting. Earlier in the year, 
and particularly if it be a late one as regards snow, this 
sport is attended with considerable risk from the constant 
falling of avalanches; and the mountain-passes leading 
into the best ibex country are then difficult to cross, and 
sometimes not practicable before May. Later in the sea¬ 
son, when the mountains are more free of snow, the ibex 
are higher up and more scattered on them, and consequently 
more difficult to find. 
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Every traveller by the Murree route to Cashmere must 
be as much struck as we were with the romantic beauty of 
that part of it between Un and Baramoola, where, for the 
last eighteen miles or so before reaching the valley, the 
path winds through shady woods of deodar cedars, horse- 
chestnu^ii, and other grand forest-trees, or thickets of haw¬ 
thorn and wild-rose bushes, where steep sloping acclivities 
ajid craggy pine-clad heights flank it on the right, whilst on 
the left tlie river Jlielura rushes by with a deafening roar, 
which resounds among the mountains rising lofty, and often 
snow-capped, on either side of the contracted and winding 
valley through which tliat splendid river here flows. The 
tremendous volume of water tears and surges along, in some 
places taking the form of a raging cataract, in others churn¬ 
ing itself into broad sheets of seething foam. The Cash- 
merees have it that the beautiful Jhelum gives vent to these 
mad caprices by way of showing her wrath at being forced 
to (piit their lovely valley, through which she Hows so 
tranquilly. And should tlie wayfarer liave an arcluTological 
bent, he can here find, half hidden among trees, and much 
overgrown by their gnarled old roots, some curious ruins— 
so ancient as to be of doubtful origin—to interest him as he 
rests by the roadside. 

Nor can any one with an eye for the beautiful look un¬ 
moved on the charming scene that suddenly presents itself 
as he reaches the brow of the hill, whence the road slopes 
gently down to the pretty village of Baramoola.^ How 
changed is the river Jhelum—now looking smooth and 
bright as burnished metal—where, as it winds tortuously 
over the green expanse lying below, it resembles a huge 
silver serpent issuing from the Woolar lake lying dark and 
blue along the base of the distant snow-crested mountains, 
among which square-topped Haramook towers like a hoary 
old giant above his smaller dependants ! And the numerous 
hamlets that are dotted over the verdant plain, what pleas- 

* Since then earthquakes have, I am told, made sad havoc with this place. 
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ing features of the landscape they present, as they lie em¬ 
bowered among groves of walnut and poplar trees, and 
grand old chenars (oriental jdane)! which latter, with their 
pale - grey trunks, and summer foliage of brilliant green, 
constitute one of the principal ornaments of the Cash- 
mere valley. 

Before us, at last, lay the far-famed Vale of Cashmere.’' 
There was music in the very name, which to our youthful 
minds conveyed ideas of the nightingale's hymn,” “ love- 
lighted eyes,” and everything enchanting. And, truly, no¬ 
where could a spot have been more aptly chosen for a poetic 
romance than the scene of ‘'the feast of roses.” There is, 
however, a dark side to the picture of this lovely vale ; for 
the fearful epidemics, famines, fires, and earthquakes with 
which, during my own recollection, it has so often been 
visited, and in sonic instances jiartially devastated, tend to 
show that it is not always a “ valley of bliss.” But 1 am 
wasting time in thus descanting on tlie charms and woes of 
a country that is now so well knowni. 

Wc did not give ourselves up very long to romantic ideas 
about tlie vale, as our thoughts were just then centred more 
in the ibex on its neiglibouring mountains—so, having hired 
two of the picturesque-looking boats of tlie country at Bara- 
moola, we at once started up the river, and reached Srinug- 
gur next evening. At this quaint old wooden metropolis 
we made a sliort stay to complete a few final arrangements, 
and to engage shikarees before proceeding to Wurdwan—a 
wild, remote district eastward of the valley. The Wurdwan 
mountains, which are now so well known to sportsmen, 
were generally considered the best ground for ibex. Early 
in the spring, whilst the winter snows still lay low down, ibex 
might, at the time I write of, have been found on the hills 
rising immediately above, and north of the Cashmere valley; 
but the old bucks receded with the melting snows to higher 
and more distant solitudes. 

With regard to engaging shikarees at the capital, subse- 
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queiit experience taught me what a mistake I had made in 
doing so, as those worthy of the name seldom come there 
to seek employment, but remain at their homes, which are 
generally near the hunting-grounds, until sent for. But as 
the country and its language were then new to us, we were 
obliged to at once engage men as guides and interpreters. 

And now a word regarding Cashmere shikarees in general, 
for I have no doubt most of them are no better at present 
than they were tlien. With few exceptions, even the best 
of them are an avaricious grasping set of men, who are never 
contented,—in fact, the more you give them the more they 
want. But the arch-scoundrels are the fellows that pester 
the new arrival at Srinuggur with numerous testimonials 
they may have received from tourists or others who have 
managed to slay a few black bears under their guidance, 
which animals any ordinary villager miglit have shown 
them where to find. These iiseudo-sliikarises are usually 
“ made up ” in sporting costume, wearing (woollen 

bandages) round their legs, poolas (straw sandals) on their 
feet, and belts covered with leathern pouches, hunting- 
knives, &c., round their waists. They are, or were, as a 
rule, the most unmitigated impostors in Cashmere, generally 
giving themselves all sorts of fine airs, and exi)ecting the 
most exorbitant wages, besides food and presents of cash. 
In addition to this, they fre(|uently use their employer’s 
name for obtaining anything they rerpiirc from the villagers, 
Ibr which they usually forget to pay. The real good men, 
of whom there are comparatively few, are only to be got by 
making arrangements with them beforehand, either by mes¬ 
senger or letter. As such men are, of course, in great 
request, obtaining their services is not always easy. Should 
the sportsman, however, fail to get a well-known good 
shikaree, it is better for him to proceed to his ground with¬ 
out one of any sort, and trust to picking up a non-profes¬ 
sional hand at some village in its vicinity, than to engage 
one of the aforesaid impostors, who, in any case, would get 
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what guidance and information he wanted from a villager, 
whilst he, the impostor, pocketed the profits. Although 
these remarks may not be very entertaining, they may be 
useful to a sportsman visiting Cashmere for the first time. 

Of course we were soon surrounded by these rascals 
wanting service, and as at that time we knew no better, 
engaged two. My companion was more lucky in his choice 
than I was in mine, as his man turned out to he a great 
acquisition; the one I engaged proved the very reverse. 
Again taking to our boats, we continued our course up the 
river to Islamabad. 

For some distance above Srinuggur the windings of the 
Jhelum are so tortuous as to form a succession of pear- 
shaped loops, so to speak, of water. There is a legend in 
Cashmere that the idea of the loop-like pattern, so common 
in Cashmere shawls, was originally suggested by the ap¬ 
pearance of the river thus winding through the valley, as 
viewed from the top of an eminence near the city, on 
which stands the ancient temple called Taklit-i-Suliman 
(Solomon’s throne). 

Islamabad we reached next day, and after inspecting its 
tanks, teeming with sacred fish, and collecting men to carry 
our traps, at once went on to the village of Shangiis, about 
eight miles distant. At this place we purchased a supply of 
rice for our followers, as we were told that food for them 
would not be procurable in Wurdwan. Here also I was 
lucky enough to secure the services of a well-known shi¬ 
karee. This man’s demeanour was totally different from 
that of the sham one I had had the misfortune to already 
engage. Eamzan Meer was a grave, taciturn, little old fel¬ 
low, very much addicted to snuff, and was not, at first sight, 
either in appearance or costume, the sort of person one 
would have taken for the first-rate hunter he really was. 
He was dressed in the loose wide^sleeved garment of light 
woollen cloth commonly worn by Cashmerees, which reached 
almost to his feet. His waist was girt with a white hum- 
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mcrband (sash), without so much as the knife, invariably 
carried by Mohammedans, visible, and his head Wfis loosely 
wrapped round with a huge white and very clean turban. 
But there was something about liis eyes which spoke vol¬ 
umes. The Srinuggur man was, on the contrary, a noisy 
hulking fellow, got up in tlie conventional impostor style, 
with belt bristling with sporting appurtenances, and who 
was continually boasting of his exploits with his former 
employer, and what he now intended to j^erform with his 
present one. Nor was Itamzan, though a good man and 
true in many respects, quite “ straight where his own in¬ 
terests were concerned, for I learnt from a brother sports¬ 
man I afterwards met in Wiirdwan, that he (Ihiinzan) had 
a prior engagement with him, by letter ; but thinking, I 
suppose, that a bird in liand is wortli two in tlie bush,’' he 
had taken service with me. I owe it in gratitude to thi? 
tnie sportsman (an ollicer then l,)elojiging to tlie 27th Foot), 
to record that, on my hearing the facts of tlio case, and 
offering to give the man up, he generously refused to de¬ 
prive me of his valuable services. And here, as a sample 
of the dangers which sometimes attend mountain liunting, 
I may also chronicle a narrow escape that this same sports¬ 
man told me of his having made shortly before I met him. 
He and his men were after a herd of ibex, and had but just 
crossed a steep gully, when a tremendous avalanche of rocks 
^nd stones thundered down it. Not many yards ahead was 
Another gully they would have to cross, but ere they had 
Irecovered from their astonishment, to their dismay a similar 
'avalanche rattled down it also. Most probably botli had 
been the result of a landslip far above, which had, in some 
providential manner, been diverted to either side of them in 
Its descent, or they must have been swept down by it. 

. Our next day’s tramp was at first across a low range 
Covered with wood, and then up the valley of Nouboog, to 
h little hamlet consisting of a few log-built huts, much re- 
Bembling the ruder kind of Swiss chdlcts. The scenery of 

G 
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this long narrow strath/* as it would have been called in 
Scotland, or '"nye,** as it is here termed, is surpassingly 
lovely. Flanked on either side by high hills, on which 
broad tracts of deodar cedars and tall sombre-hued pines 
alternate with rocky steeps or green sloping glades, it ex¬ 
tends up towards the Mergun pass into Wurdwan. Mul¬ 
berry-trees, weeping and pollard willows,^ overhang the clear 
brawling stream that meanders through it, between banks 
of velvet-like turf. Here and there along the base of the 
mountains, picturesque groups of log-built houses lie nest¬ 
ling among groves of grand old walnut and chenar trees. 
Early in summer an additional charm is lent to the beauty 
of this glen by the ground being carpeted with both red and 
white clover, and by the wild indigo plant, which grows 
there in great profusion, being in flower, its purple blossom 
looking, at a distance, like luxuriant blooming heather. 

Shortly after starting next morning, as we neared tlie 
head of the Nye our surroundings assumed a much wilder 
cliaracter, and the path became more and more steep. Tlie 
latter now led close beside the stream, which up here took 
the form of a rushing torrent as it dashed over rocks and 
fallen pine-trunks tliat lay in and across it in the wildest 
confusion. After pitcliing our little tents on a small grassy 
flat a short distance below tlie pass, there being still several 
hours of daylight left, w^e took our rifles and sallied forth, 
each in a different direction, witli our shikarees, on the 
chance of getting a shot at a deer or a brown bear, either of 
which animals Kanizan saitl might liere be met with. 

Judging from the fresh tracks, hangul must have been 
pretty numerous, although we saw none. And even had 
we found a stag, he would most probably have been horn¬ 
less, as these deer have generally slied their horns by tlm 
end of April. As for brown bears, I had ocular proof of 

^ Willow-trees, wliicli grow abundantly in the Cashmere valley, are gener¬ 
ally cut down into pollards, the young shoots being stored and used as winter 
fodder for cattle. 
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their being plentiful there, for I saw five. First we espied 
three together, but they had unfortunately got our wind, 
and were in full retreat. Just as it was getting dark we 
saw two others eating tlie green grass on an open space 
at tlie bottom of a gully flanked with birches. By the 
time wr got near them, the li-ht was so bad that I was 
unable to see the fore-siglit of tlie rille; but the loud 
response iiade by one of them to my shot, showed that it 
had told. The beast, however, made off with its companion, 
and it was too dark to follow it up. 

As the snow on the pass would be easier for our laden 
men to traved over when hard frozen in the early morning, 
we were olf again at the first break of dawn. Tbe ascent to 
the pass, thougli short and comparatively easy, was never- 
tlieless pretty steep and rougli. Silver birdies now took 
the place of conifers, and still liigher, tangled masses of 
juniper - biish(‘s spread tliemselves widely over tlie open 
liillsides, wliidi were craggy, liroken, and liere and there 
covered willi patches of snow. On the pass, wliich is 
12,000 feet high, wliere our track was almost level for 
some distance, the snow still lay very deep, and we often 
sank up to the knees in it. Several times we had to wade 
tlirough a lialf-frozcn stream, from the cold of wliich our 
legs were tolerably well protected by the jmttces that were 
bound round them; but our feet, on which we wore only 
poolas over our stockings, suffered terribly. Fortunately 
the sky was overcast with clouds; for, on the higher ranges, 
if the eyes are not protected witli a coloured veil or goggles, 
the sun’s glare off the snow freijnently causes temporary 
blindness, wliicli sometimes lasts for several days. 

We saw numbers of marmots, here called drin,” among 
tlie loose fragments of rock that had slipped from tlie flank¬ 
ing heights, and were piled together in confused heaps, off 
which tlie snow had partially melted. The creatures, on 
observing us, would sit up on their liind legs and utter their 
shrill, chirping cry, like a loud dog-whistle blown sharp and 
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short, which sounded quite eerie as it broke the frozen still¬ 
ness around. They frequently let us approach within small- 
shot distance, but if not shot quite dead, they instantly dived 
down among the interstices of the rocks, from which it was 
impossible to get tlieni out. Those marmots are consider¬ 
ably larger than the Alpine ones. Their general colour is 
yellowish below, and reddish brown intermixed with black 
above. 

After a long and steep descent, wlicre we had, in some 
places, to keep a sharp look-out for detached rocks and 
stones rolling down from the heights above, in the evening 
we reached the village of Unshin, in Wurdwan. Here we 
learnt that four sportsmen had already crossed tlie pass, and 
had taken up their hunting localities, witli which we were 
in lionour bound not to interfere. As three of tliera had 
gone up tlie main valley northwards, and only one liad gone 
down it, we decided to proceed in the latter direction. 

The following day, after proceeding about six miles down 
the valley, I struck up a stecji narrow glen to the left, whilst 
my companion went straight on with the intention of hunt¬ 
ing over the mountains a])ove Marroo Wurdwan further east¬ 
ward. A rough walk of several miles up the glen brought 
us to the spot where Ilamzan ])roposed pitching our camp 
for the night. Next day was Sunday, and never can a day 
of rest be more appreciated than when hunting among such 
mountains as these. 

On Monday morning, as we were proceeding up the glen 
by the side of the torrent that tumbled impetuously down 
it, Eamzan, pointing upwards, quietly remarked in a casual 
sort of way, “ There are bears up yonder.” He evidently 
considered bears—which were in those days so very numerous 
among these Cashmere mountains—to be almost beneath our 
notice when we were after ibex. There they were, however, 
two of them, feeding on a gi’eeii grassy slope some distance 
above, and I had no idea of letting them off without a shot 
if I could help it, and more especially as I had not up to 
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that time killed a brown bear, or, as it is sometimes called, a 
snow-bear. Taking care to keep well to leeward, we easily 
got up to within a few yards of them; for although these 
bears, like all their tribe, have a marvellously acute sense of 
smell, their eyesight is compara1i\ely defective—so much 
so, that when occupied feeding, one might almost approach 
them behind the cover of their own hairy bodies, if not to 
windward of them. The first shot was jdanted well behind 
the shoulder of the nearest beast, wliich w^ent trundling head 
over heels down the hillside, until it fell into the torrent 
1 )elow, where we afterwards found it in a dec]) i)ool. Before 
the other fellow had n^eovered from his astonishment, the 
contents of my S(‘,cond barrel were into liim. With a loud 
grunt he started oh* dowmwards, but before he had gone 
very far we could see that his race was iiearly run, for he 
showed certain sym|)tonis of approaching dissolution. 1 
was the more satisfied at having sliot these two beasts right 
and left, because, even if a lucky lluke, as it probably w\as, 
it im])ressed old Bamzan with the idea, at tlie time, however 
erroneous it might iifterw^ards })rove, that his endeavour to 
show me ibex might not he quite fruitless, and he conse¬ 
quently wriiild he more likely to take ])ains to liud them. 

T 1 le Ilimalayaii brown boar mfhdliu'ns) or 

“ Kooneea Harpat,” as it is called in Cashmere, usually in¬ 
habits the cold regions of the higher ranges near the snow. 
But being omnivorous like the black hear (here called 
“ Seeah Harpat ”), it is often found as low dowm as tlie 
Cashmere valley, wliich is only 5000 ft., where it grows fat 
on fruit and grain, and even carrion, for which latU^r it has 
a great predilection, when it can find it. 1 once shot a big 
brown bear in the Cashmere valley wliih* the beast was in 
the act of devouring the putrid remains of a deiid cow. In 
spring, after waking np from its winter snooze, it carries 
little or no fat, its food then chiefly consisting of green 
grass, which may often be seen regularly cropped down by 
bears as if cattle had been grazing on it. The colour of 
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this bear is usually a yellowish or isabelliiie brown. In 
some cases the shade is very much darker than in others, 
and the long soft pile often has a silvery tinge on its 
extremities, but its colour and length vary very much with 
the seasons of the year. In the month of May the skin is 
in splendid order, but later on in the summer it is not worth 
the trouble of taking ol‘f. Although these bears often attain 
a large size, some of them measuring as much as 7 feet in 
length, and standing well over 3 feet at the shoulder, they 
are not as a rule very pugnacious, although a cantankerous 
customer may sometimes be met with. It is always unad¬ 
visable, however, to shoot at any kind of bear that may be 
directly above one on a liillside, for the first impulse of a 
bear on being hit is to rush or roll straight down-hill, and 
whether the beast means mischief or not, it is apt, in its 
flight, to claw anything it may come across. Bears used to 
be so common in the Cashmere mountains, and might be 
got with so little trouble, that, when after ibex or suchlike 
game, the sportsman seldom laid himself out much to shoot 
them. 

We skinned the bear that had succumbed on the hill, 
and then descended to the stream. With some difliculty 
the other beast was extricated from his bath, and after a 
like oper.ation had been performed on his wet coat, we went 
on to the place where we next intended to camp, farther u[) 
the glen. 

The night came on stormy and boisterous, and next morn¬ 
ing the surrounding heights were so coated with fresh-fallen 
snow as to make stalking almost impracticable. About 
noon, by which time the heat of the sun had melted most 
of it off, we went out, and soon sighted a herd of eight or 
nine ibex, but none of them were large old bucks. We 
tried an unsuccessful stalk over some abominably steep 
snow-beds, where it would have been difficult to travel 
without straw sandals, which give wonderfully firm footing 
on steep rocky ground or hard sloping snow. These sandals. 
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or jpoolas, as they are called, are made of thin rope of twisted 
rice-straw, and when that is not procurable, of grass, or 
twisted strips of thin wet bark. As they only stand at most 


one day’s hard walk¬ 
ing, a great many 
pairs a.tj worn out; 
but the Cashmcrces 
can make a pair in 
an hour or so. 

For the next day 
or two the rain, snow, 
and thunderstorms 
were so incessant, 
and the mist clung 
so constantly to the 
mountain-sides, that 
liunting was im]K)S- 
sible. We made an 



- / pair oj rooias. 


attempt one morning to go up after ibex, but were soon 
beaten back ])y a blinding snowstorm. I wounded a bear 
that had wandered close to our cam}), but lost him. To add 
to our troubles, I found that our stock of rice was getting 
exhausted, and a man I liad sent down to fetch more from 
Marroo, the nearest place where it was procurable, had 
returned without it. 


A consultation was now ludd, when it was agreed that we 
should make for Marroo, by a way known to llainzan over 
the heights at tlie head of the glen we were in, hunting en 
route, and after having there replenished our stock of pro¬ 
visions, return to our ground. We accoidingly moved the 
camp on somewhat nearer this pass, intending to cross it 
next morning. 

Towards evening I started out for a stroll up the bottom 
of the glen in hopes of getting a shot at an old Bruin. We 
had not to go far ere we espied three in company, but they 
managed to wind us before we could get within half a mile 
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of tliem. Soon, liowever, we find another—a monster that 
looks like an ox as he grazes on a small grassy flat beside 
the stream that runs down the glen. He is in a good 
place for a stalk, and this time the wind is right. Under 
cover of some detached blocks of stone strewn here and 
there about the ground in his vicinity, we easily aj)proach 
him within twenty yards or so. The first shot, which is 
aimed, as I imagine, well behind the shoulder, strikes, prob¬ 
ably, too low, for it only sends him off with a loud angry 
vmgli. The second, catching him in rear, has merely the 
effect of accelerating his flight and making liini grunt again. 
Away he shambles across the stream, and then takes straight 
up a steep-sloping snow-field, dyeing it with blood, until 
presently he begins to show decided signs of distress. 
Without waiting to reload, as I should have done, llamzan 
and I start in pursuit witli the other rifle he is carrying. 
Under cover of a dei)ression in the snow-1 )ed, running up 
panillel to his course, w^e soon overliaul him, when I ply 
him witli a third bullet. Loss of blood now begins to tell, 
for this time he only makes a winning remonstrance, and 
after moving on a few places again pulls up. The contents 
of the remaining barrel elicit another testy reply, as he 
slowly turns round and stands glowering about him in a 
manner that seems to bode mischief. Luckily for us, he 
has as yet neither seen nor got wind of us as we crouch low 
behind the snow-bank. The business now begins to get 
awkward, for we are very close to the brute, and below him ; 
l)oth rifles are empty, and I have stupidly left the ammuni¬ 
tion with the other shikaree, who has considered it prudent 
to remain below, and with whom we dare not communicate 
lest the bear may detect us—and judging from the surly 
glances he casts around, he is quite prepared to make him¬ 
self exceedingly disagreeable should he catch sight of us. 
Ramzan, in a smothered whisper, suggests that as the beast 
looks “ bobbery,'' as he expresses it, we should make our¬ 
selves as small as possible behind our cover, and thus await 
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the issue of events. Like pancakes we therefore continue 
to lie Hat, merely raising our eyes carefully now and again 
for a peep, until at length, as his strength fails him, he be¬ 
gins sliding slowly down the slippery incline. Immediately 
he reaches our level, up we jump, aiul with a view to getting 
well ah- VC him, take to our scrapers upwai-d, for we can see 
he is now too far gone to charge up-hill after us, though he 
makes abortive attempts to do so. We can now shout to 
the man below to bring up the ammunition by a circuitous 
route, so as to avoid the bear, which is still quite capalHe 
of doing damage down-hill, and on its arrival a fpiietus is 
administered to tliis tough and ugly customer—a huge male, 
and, I think, the biggest l)rown be.ar of the many 1 saw in 
these inountains, and I am certain 1 never kilhid a larger. 
Wc left the defunct brute as he lay, sjaawling on the 
snow, it being now too late that evening to perform his 
obsefpiies. 

So much SHOW' had fallen overnight, and Wfis still falling, 
on the heights above, that crossing the ])ass next day was 
out of the question; so, by way of eni])loyment, J accom¬ 
panied the men who went to skin llruin. We had hardly 
set out wluai on came the snow again heavier than ever. 
Nearly two inches must have fallen ere we returned from 
our task, during which we nearly ])crished with cold. 

All clay, and all that night, snow fell almost incessantly. 
]>y morning it lay so dciq) that my little tent was half- 
buried in it, and could scarcely supi)ort its weight. My 
native followers had contrived to make themselves pretty 
snug by constructing little huts of bent birch-boughs covenjcl 
'over with birch-bark, and were doubtless w’armer and more 
comfortable than I was in my tent. Cashmerees generally 
manage to keep themselves w\arm in the coldest weather 
with their lungrees (small earthenware bowls covered with 
basket-work), which they fill with red-hot ashes, and, when 
either sitting or lying, place under the long sack-like gowns, 
which are invariably worn by both sexes in Cashmere. 



106 


MAKROO. 




There was now barely sufficient food for two days left, 
and I was beginning to think that, if the snowstorm con¬ 
tinued, we should have 
to pay another cold visit 
to the dead bear—this 
^ time for meat. Under 

. ; such circumstances there 

nothing to be done 
/ retrace our steps 

down the glen, and make 
for Mfirroo by the lower 
route, for llamzan said it 
Cashmere Kcuignc orfirc-baskcU WOuld HOW be aS USelcSS 

as dangerous to attempt 
the up])er one. Indeed, from the ominous rumbling sounds 
which were occasionally licard in tliat direction, we could 
tell that avalanclies were falling there; so wc struck 
the camp, and commenced plodding down through the 


Cashmere Katigrcc orfirc-baskct* 


Although WC started at daylight, and the distance was 
not very great, we did not reach the foot of the glen until 
evening. What a wearisome trudge it was, too, with the 
cold sleet beating pitilessly dowm on us as we floundered 
througli the deep soft snow ! The shikarees and myself had 
enough to do in helping the coolies along with their loads, 
until lower down we got clear of it. Shortly before reach¬ 
ing our camping-place, we came across a fine brown bear, 
which I managed to slay with one bullet. This was some 
compensation for the hard day's work. 

Next day we reached Marroo, a cultivated little valley 
containing several villages, and surrounded by lofty, pre¬ 
cipitous mountains, our way to it having led down beside 
the rapid broken stream which flo\vs through the grand 
main valley of Wurdwan, and forms the principal affluent 
of one of the five great rivers of the Ikinjab, the Chenab. 

Having found fairly comfortable quarters in the open 
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wooden balcony of a house at Marroo, I determined to 
remain there until the weather became more settled. After 
a day or two it began to show signs of improvement, when 
Ramzan suggested our making a sliort move to a place 
farther down the valley, on the heights above which, he 
said, wc should be pretty cert iin to find ibex at that season. 
Whilst fixing up our camp there under some find old trees, 
we were apprised, by tlie sudden rustling of the leaves over¬ 
head, tile oscillation of tlic ground under foot, and a mys¬ 
terious rumbling sound, that we were experiencing a sharp 
sliock of an eartlicpialvo. 

I>y dawn next morning wc were breasting the hill, and 
after a stiff and steady climb reached the ibex haunts about 
noon. 

“ Look ! there are khel up yonder, just below the snow ! 
said Ramzan, as his Iceeii practised eye soon siglited a herd 
of some six or sev'en ibex far away above us ; and with the 
could see that amongst them was one patri¬ 
archal old buck. They were all taking a siesta on a rocky 
ridge tliat ran down from the bare crags and snow-fields on 
the upper part of tlie range. 

“ Tlie Imndolmst (arrangement) will be very difficult, for 
there is no way of getting above them,” remarked Ramzan, 
as lie proceeded to gird up his loins with the skirt of his 
long woollen gowii, whilst he carefully scanned the inter¬ 
vening ground. A siuhh ii change had come over his usual 
listless air. His hitherto impassive countenance bright¬ 
ened up with intelligence and excitement at the prospect 
of circumventing an animal he considered worthy of a diffi¬ 
cult stalk, or hundohiist as he termed it, and he now became 
as active and wary as a wild cat, whilst wo cautiously ap¬ 
proached our game. 

By means of his clever hunddbiisl^ then—for stalking ibex 
fiom below is always a difficult business—we at length got 
within what I imagined to be sixty yards or so of the big 
buck, as he lay on a small projecting ledge of ground almost 
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directly above us, witli liis head and slioiilders showing over 
it, Ills splendid knotted horns sweeping grandly backward 
against the sky. He seemed so close and so large that I 
thought it unnecessary to raise any sight. Cautiously placing 
my cap on tlie top of a rock as a rest for the ritie,'! aimed 
point-blank at his chest, fully expecting to see him tlie next 
moment roll lifeless from his perch. But, to my amaze¬ 
ment and concern, he jumped up and disappeared like 
magic, before 1 had time to think of giving him the con¬ 
tents of the second barrel. When we next sighted him, lie 
was well out of range, though I chanced another shot at him 
as he now took his way slowly but steadily up the moun¬ 
tain-side. 

]\fy anguish at th;it moment is impossible to describe. 
An almost in-cisistible inclination to lling the empty rilie 
after liim suddenly seized me, as I helplessly gazed at his 
retreating form. To make matters worse, my companions 
would keep repeating, “ Oho 1 what a ])ity ! he was such a 
big khel! ” accoinpaiiicd by that well-known but indescrib¬ 
able sound made with the tongue and teeth, indicative of 
disappointment, there])y aggravating me to such a degree 
that I fear 1 must have used very hard language towards 
them. 

Still clinging to the faint hope that the ibex might per¬ 
haps show symiitoins of being wounded, as he had separated 
from the herd, we continued to watch him as lie traversed 
a broad snow-field, on which, in the distance, he looked like 
a fly on a whitewashed wall, until he at length disappeared 
over the crest of the range, where it was to us inaccessible. 
My attention liad been so much engiussed by tlui big buck 
that 1 failed to observe what had become of his simdler 
companions. 

With a heavy heart 1 now climbed up to inspect the 
place where the ibex had been lying, when the distance to 
it was found to be much greater than it had at first ap- 
jjeared. The bullet had struck just under the spot from 
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which the animal had risen, and, after perforating the 
ground he was resting on, had in all probability entered 
his stomach. This perlia]>s accounted for his starting off 
in such a hurry, and separating himself from the herd, 
such being very unusual with ibex that have not been 
much d' turbed, if unwounded. 1 had misjudged the dis¬ 
tance, owing to my having, at that time, but a vague idea 
of the siz*^ of a full-grown buck ibex. Such a misfortune 
as this would not, however, be likely to occur with the flat 
trajectory rifles of the present day. 

The full-grown buck ibex of the Himalayas {Capra 
siUrica), or khel, as it is called in the mountains of Cash¬ 
mere, and more eastward on the Himalayas “ skin,” stands 
about o feet 6 inches at the slioulder, and is very stoutly 
built. Its general appearance, haunts, and habits are much 
the same as those of the Alpine bouquetin,’’ or steinbok,” 
but it attains a much larger size of both l)ody and horn. 
The colour of the ibex is not easily described, as, like that 
of most wild animals, it alters consider.aldy at different 
seasons of the year, and some bucks are very much darker 
than others. In the spring it is a very dirty white, shaded 
off on the shoulders and flanks into a brownish grey, which 
merges into brown on the legs. A brown line runs along 
the back, ending in a very dark-brown short tail. The 
head and neck are reddish brown, and a nearly black beard, 
about G inches long, depends from the chin. Late in the 
season the dirty white becomes more decidedly brown. 
Under the rough outer coat grows a soft kind of down 
known as “ pushum,” which, like that of the domestic goat 
of these mountains, is used in the manufacture of the finest 
of Cashmere fabrics called pushmeena,'' of which the 
shawls are made. 

The general aj^pearance ' of the magnificent curved and 
knotted horns of the ibex are well known. But they are 
often misrepresented in drawings of the animal as sweep- 
ing high over the back, instead of merely curving over the 
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shoulders as they in reality do. The doe is much smaller 
than the full-grown buck, and her colour a light-reddish 
brown. She carries thin stumps of horns, which seldom 
grow longer than a foot; whereas those of the buck some¬ 
times reach a length of 50 indies or even more, and a 
girth of quite 10 inches at tlie base. A crease round the 
horn denotes its yearly growth, not the knobs on its anterior 
surface, as is often supposed. 

Trom what I have seen and heard of ibex, their sense 
of smell is not nearly so acute as their sight. But they 
seldom apprehend danger from above, so it is best to 
approacli them, if possible, from that direction. During 
the spring and early summer, tliey may be seen feeding 
at almost any time of day, on the green patches of herb¬ 
age, among the higher crags and snow-fields, only taking 
a siesta for a few liours at a time. In tiie dead of winter 
they are found much lower on tlie mountain-sides. 

Provided tlicy do not see the luinter, tliey are not always 
scai'ed away by firing, probably from their being so accus¬ 
tomed to hearing tlie noise of falling rocks and avalanches. 
And sometimes they get so bewildered by the echoes of a 
shot, that they give time for several easy chances before 
making up their minds to he off. If one of them, however, 
catches only a glimpse of anything suspicious, a warning 
wliistle at once sends off the whole herd, altliougli they 
often depart very leisurely even after being shot at. 

Ibex sometimes congregate in large numbers, Imt they 
are usually found in flocks of from six or seven to twenty 
or so, the older bucks often lierding separately, except 
during the rutting season. Despite the quantities that are 
shot, killed by avalanches, and by those terrible foes to all 
Himalayan game, wild dogs, there appears to be little de¬ 
crease in their numbers on the more sequestered hunting- 
grounds ; for they are very prolific, each doe having as a 
rule a pair of kids every summer. The villagers some¬ 
times train their dogs to hunt them down, when the ibex 
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become so stupefied with terror that they are then easily 
approaclied and shot. 

I asked old Eamzan if the popular legend about ibex 
leaping down from great heights and alighting on their 
horns was current in those mountains, and was mucli 
struck w’th the intelligence of his reply. He said that 
ibex, when hard pressed, would sometimes jump down 
almost inoredible distances, and on their fore feet touch¬ 
ing the ground, their horns, from their great weight, were 
thrown forward, causing them to appear as if the animals 
had intentionally alighted on them. This, he thought, 
might perhaps have given rise to the idea. 

Although ibex are so numerous, finding old bucks is often 
very chance work. Sometimes the sportsman may have to 
toil away for many days, or even weeks, without getting a 
shot at them. But if he is in luck, he may knock over 
four or five fine old fellows in as many days. The Hima¬ 
layan ibex is tolerably })lentiful in certain localities as far 
east as the province of Spiti, but is not found eastward of 
the river Sutlej. 

AiKjther variety of ibex {(Japra caucasica), which I have 
never seen, inhabits some of the mountains of Western 
India, in Scind, but I am told it is very similar to the ibex 
of Western Asia, the horns of which are slighter and less 
closely knotted than those of the Himalayan kind ; and the 
so-called ibex of the Ncilgherry hills in Madras {Hemitragits 
hylocriiis) appears to be totally difierent from both the 
above, with short horns more resembling those of the tahr. 

But to return to the pursuit of the animal. The day 
after our disappointment with the big buck was devoted to 
hunting over another spur of the range, but nothing was 
seen except a couple of does. We had tasted no venison 
since entering Wurdwan, so I resolved to try for one of 
them to supply meat for camp use. As the stalk was 
rather long and difficult, the trouble it cost us to get a 
shot was hardly repaid by the flesh, which at that season 
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is dry and tough. In fact, my instincts for the time being 
were like those of the man who, as the story goes, whilst 
stealing up to some wild-duck, regretfully remarked to his 
companion in the stalk, By Jove! weVe got no lemons,'' 
—more gastronomic than sporting. Our work, however, 
had so sharpened my appetite that no sauce was, in this 
case, necessary for assisting it. So we skinned and cut 
up the ibex where it had fallen, made a fire of dry juniper- 
sticks, and cooked some strips of the liver on the embers. 
This frugal repast was done ample justice to, despite its 
having no seasoning but tlic wood-ashes that stuck to the 
frizzled meat. 

On our return to our quarters at Miirroo next day, we 
found that all the supplies collected for me had, during 
our absence, been appropriated by a man who was catering 
for the similar requirements of some other sportsman in 
Wurdwan. So we had to wait until more could be pro¬ 
cured before proceeding to pastures new. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The mountains on both sides of the Furriabadce river, and 
around its sources, were at that time considered about the 
best of ibex grounds, and probably they are so still, for there 
are sanctuaries among them to whicli the ibex can betake 
themselves, and where no human foot can follow. 

The Funiabadee, which drains the snow-fields and numer¬ 
ous glaciers a])r)ut its sources in Sooroo, joins the Wurdwan 
river at Marroo, whence we now directed our steps up its 
magnificently wild valley. After proceeding about seven 
miles, we pitclied our camp beside a fine hot spring, in which 
1 enjoyed the luxury of a warm bath. From the semi- 
civilised evidences about this wild romantic spot, I judged it 
must have been considered a sort of Leukerbad by the good 
people of Marroo; for over the stone tank of steaming 
warm water, there was a construction of neatly-squared logs, 
wdth an upper half-open storey, where tlie invalid bather 
could rest after the bath, and enjoy the grand prospect and 
salubrious mountain air without feeling the cold. In fact, 
Piamzan informed me that such was the intention. 

Although not an invalid, the refreshing effect of a warm 
bath certainly made me feel more fit to climb the steep 
hill-side next morning. After a long ascent, however, 1 
was not sorry to sit down and search the ground with the 
spying-glass, when we soon discovered a herd of ibex about 
a mile off, and far above us. Xone of the animals were 
very big old bucks, but as some of them carried fairly good 

H 
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horns, we arranged for a stalk. By the time we neared tlie 
place where we liad first sighted them, they had moved off 
into very precipitous ground, where they were masters of 
the situation, and were soon lost to view. As it was im¬ 
possible to follow them, on account of a wide intervening 
chasm, we concealed ourselves among tlie rocks, and there 
waited for several hours, until they reappeared and com¬ 
menced to feed. 

As we lay there, hoping that they would shift their 
ground to where it might l>e more practicable for a stalk, it 
was interesting to watch them through the glass. Some 
were feeding leisurely on the patches of herbage among the 
rocks, whilst others lay resting tlieir horns on the ground, 
or amused themselves by having a playful tilt. But I ob¬ 
served that there was always a sentinel, generally a doe, on 
the watch for danger. As the sun was getting low, and we 
were far from camp, I was at last most reluctantly obliged 
to shut up the telesco])e and leave them to their gambols. 

Whilst descending we discovered two brown bears feeding 
on the op])osite side of a deep wide gully. They were a con¬ 
siderable way off, but 1 longed to hear the crack ” of my 
rifle again, so, at the risk of getting benighted, we proceeded 
to look them up. They were on an open slope, but by dint 
of constantly tossing up bits of dry grass to try the wind, 
whicli, as is usual among mountains, was very shifty, we 
managed with some difficulty to keep to leeward of them. 
On reaching the jdace where they had at first been seen, 
there was only one now visible. To him I contrived to 
creep close up, as his attention was engaged in sniffing 
about and turning over the stones with his paws in search 
of insects, when a single bullet, planted well behind the 
shoulder, sufficed. After a few whining grunts and vain 
efforts to turn round and bite at his wound, he rolled over 
to rise no more. 

Leaving one of the men to skin him, Ilamzan and I now 
proceeded to search for his companion, which we concluded 
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must be somewhere near, as she had not been seen to make 
off. We soon discovered her some distance farther down, 
and apparently quite undisturbed by the shot that had de¬ 
prived her of her mate, for slie was busily engaged grubbing 
after roots; and working on either side of her were a pair 
of cubs wliicli we had not before observed. As they were 
on very bare ground, and as we had this time the nasal and 
visual oi-aiis of three animals instead of one to take into 
account, it was impossible to get nearer than a hundred 
yards. At first I felt somewhat loath to disturb this inter¬ 
esting family party, wliicli I continued to watch for some 
time, until its members began to show signs of uneasiness 
in their minds by every now and then sitting up on their 
liaunclies and suspiciously turning their noses towards us. 
As I considered the youngsters quite big enough to take 
care of tliemselves, I aimed deliberately at the old lady and 
let drive; she rolled a shoi-t distance down the hill, and, 
after a few struggles and grunts, expired. 

The two culls at first merely stood up on their hind higs 
and gazed about them with much apparent astonishment. 
Ihit on seeing their mother lying motionless below, they at 
once ran down to lier, wlien their beliaviour was such that 
f felt quite sorry I liad shot her. The anxiety tliey plainly 
cN'inced, as they ran grunting and snifUng about their de¬ 
funct parent, was quite touching to behold. Even on 
observing us as we apjiroached they seemed very unwilling 
to leave her. When they at last made up their mind to do 
so, they merely retired into an adjacent patch of wood, 
where they continued their whining lamentations, occasion¬ 
ally venturing out a few 3 \ards to stand upright and watch 
us as we ruthlessly stripped their dam of her hairy coat, 
and did jiot take their final departure until we gave chase, 
thinking we might capture them. Although they were too 
small to shoot, they were quite knowing enough not to 
allow themselves to be caught. 

By the time we had finished skinning the bears, the short 
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twilight had deex^ened almost into darkness. As we had 
still far to go, we got benighted on the Jiill, and had some 
difficulty in finding our way down to a small hamlet. Here 
we procured torches made of bits of resinous pine-wood, and, 
with their light, soon reached our camp about a mile farther 
on, after having been on the hill for sixteen hours. 

Iiamzan now recommended our moving a few miles farther 
up the glen to a place where there were two or three log- 
huts, the highest habitations in the glen, and then striking 
off on to the range above them, where he thought we should 
be pretty sure to find big bucks. Leaving the tents where 
they stood, some blankets and other necessaries for passing 
a few days on the hill were rolled up, and tlie same evening 
we reached tlie huts. A fine brown bear, which we came 
upon shortly after leaving tlie hot sx)ring, was summarily 
disclosed of. 

Accompanied l)y a guide from the huts, next morning we 
were far up the mountain-side ere the sun toj)ped the multi¬ 
form crests rising along the ridge of eternal snow and lighted 
u]) sucli a sublimely grand xu’osx)ect of fell, forest, and flood 
as could hardly be suri)assed. Immediately on either side 
of the foaming torrent that roared sullenly below and filled 
the valley with a sullen resonance, the mountains rose in 
rugged precix)ices, rocky amphitheatres, and abrupt s^iiirs 
towards the huge naked crags and shining snow-x:>iles that 
stood out in awful magnificence and with surjuising distinct¬ 
ness against the dee^) blue morning sky; two mighty twin- 
like jieaks, Noon and Koon, shooting uji among tlieir less 
lofty neighbours to a height of over 23,000 feet above sea- 
level. Glaciers lay in the hollows between some of the 
higher spurs, whilst broad fields of glistening snow filled the 
head of the main valley. Farther down it the steej) moun¬ 
tain-sides were, above, bright with green birch-woods, below, 
dark with vast tracts of sombre-hued pine-forest, which here 
and there seemed as if rent from top to bottom, where long 
lines of uprooted and broken pine-trunks, masses of earth- 
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soiled snow and dSris, marked the course of avalanches that 
had recently swept down from the towering heights into the 
blue depths beneath. Not even among the finest scenery of 
the Alps have I ever seen anything to surpass this view in 
beauty, or to equal it in grandeur. 

Ihit whilst I have been admiring the prospect, Eamzan 
has made good use of the glass, and has espied a herd of 
ibex far away among the crags above. After planning our 
stalk we commence working tow^ards them, but the ground 
we have to get over is in many places so difficult that we 
are several liours in approaching them. We arc constantly 
employed in cutting steps in the hard slippery snow, where 
we arc often obliged to cross steep fields of it, and on which 
the result of a slip might be unpleasantly doubtful. After 
a time, however, one gets accustomed to such places. 
Moreover, they often at first appear worse than they really 
are, for if tlie crust is hard and the notches well cut, a 
fair cragsman, witli a little care, is almost as safe as though 
he were w'alking along “ the shady side of Pall Mall,” if his 
nerves w^ould only allow him to believe so. Put there are 
certain conditions of these snow-slopes when crossing them 
becomes ticklish work. I have never heard of the rope 
being used by sportsmen in the Himalayas, as game is not 
usually found above the limit of vegetation, unless driven 
to seek safety in higher and less accessible regions; there¬ 
fore, being tied to your companions need seldom be resorted 
to as an absolute necessity in Himalayan hunting. 

At last we get to within 150 yards or so of the place where 
the ibex are now reposing in a little corrie. But the best 
bucks are hidden from view, and we cannot get nearer with- 
^out being detected. After waiting patiently there for an 
hour or more, and calculating with much satisfaction upon 
the certainty of, sooner or later, getting an easy chance, we 
are much surprised at hearing one of the beasts sound its 
alarm-whistle; for we are well hidden from them, and the 
wind is right. But we soon discover that the animaFs 
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keen vision has been attracted by something below, which 
it is intently watching, and after a few minutes we have 
the mortification of seeing the whole herd slowly walking 
away up the hill. Both rifles are emptied, and apparently 
without effect, for the animals still continue steadily to as¬ 
cend without increasing their pace, until they disappear over 
the crags some distance above. 

On turning our attention towards the cause of their dis¬ 
quietude, we descry a small white speck moving up the hill¬ 
side, far away below. To our intense disgust, the spy-glass 
shows it to be the lug white turban of the iiii])ostor, who had 
been left behind to clean and stretch the skiiO of the bear 1 
had shot the day before. The useless idiot was now follow¬ 
ing us straight up the hill, without the slightest attempt {it 
concealment. If he could only h.ave heard tlie Cashmerian 
“ Billingsgate’’ applied to himself Jind his kindred by my two 
companions, they would not have felt flattered, and I did not 
bless him myself. 

We now climb up to the place where the ibex disappeared, 
and are astonished to find one of them lying wounded among 
the rocks just beyond it, but on seeing us it instantly jumps 
up and makes ofl*. I let drive a flurried shot after it, and 
miss. Whilst following this aninnxl we find blood on the 
tracks of a second, and as they are larger than those of the 
first, we follow tliem up until the declining sun warns us not 
to risk being again overtaken by darkness so high up on the 
hill. We therefore descend to a small cave where Ihimzan 
had proposed we should piiss the night. 

The greater p.art of next day was occn 2 )icd in tracking the 
wounded animals, but they had betaken themselves to such 

^ The simplest way to temj>orarily cure a bear’s skin is to ])eg it out on the 
ground and cover it with white wood-ashes from your camp-fire. These 
should repeatedly be rubbed into the skin with a rough stone. Tlie paws, 
lips, and roots of the ears should have a little salt rubbed into them, and the 
cartilage of the ears should be skinned as far up as possible, otherwise the 
hair is apt to fall off. 



GKAND OLD BUCKS. 


119 


bad ground that at length it became impossible to follow 
them any farther. 

For nearly a month had J been perspiring over these heart¬ 
breaking hills, and I was now beginning to think that such 
profitless toil was only vanity and vexation of spirit, and that 
these iiircnial ibex were merely a delusive wile of some mock¬ 
ing demon of the mountains who was amusing himself at my 
expense. So disheartened had I become trom persistent ill- 
luck and had shooting, that it needed a good deal of persua¬ 
sion on Eamzan’s part to induce me to continue our pursuit 
of the beasts; for fatigue, disappointment, and bad weather 
combined, were beginning to tell on my powers of endurance 
and patience. Try just a few more days, and our luck may 
change,’' said tlie old man. Indeed he appeared so anxious 
to cheer me up that it seemed almost as though he had some 
presentiment of coming good fortune. 

Again we were toiling up the steep acclivities of the range 
which is known by the very appropriate name of Dook'' 
(trouble or pain). We liad hardly been gone an hour wlien 
a herd of large old bucks was suddenly descried in compara¬ 
tively easy ground for a stalk. In a second we were all prone 
on the earth; but there was a troubled look about Eamzan's 
face as he lay beside me anxiously watching the animals, and 
my spirits sank to zero when he whispered, “ They've seen 
us." The glass was at once brought to bear on them, for 
they were a considerable distance above us. There were six, 
all of them carrying splendid sweeping horns, and to my in¬ 
expressible delight I discovered that, for once, the old man 
was wrong, as, after a short time, one of the beasts lay down, 
and his example was soon followed by his companions. Inch 
by inch we cautiously wormed our prostrate bodies backwards 
until we reached the edge of a gully, in which we were hidden 
from view of the herd, when Eamzan relieved his feelings of 
doubt l)y taking a huge pinch of snuff. 

By following the long and steep windings of the gully, we 
at length got within easy range of the animals. My sagacious 
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old companion, after carefully reconnoitring their position, 
then sat down, and with a most self-satisfied air again applied 
himself to his snuff-box, at the same time suggesting that, as 
the ibex would be pretty safe not to move for some time, I 
should wait for my nerves to get steady, and until I recovered 
the breath I had lost during our scrambling stalk. He then 
produced an apple from the capacious pocket of his long 
Avoollen garment and gave me it to eat, a practice common 
with him on such occasions. 

How quickly my heart throbbed, nevertheless, as I cau¬ 
tiously peered from behind a rock at those six beauties, whose 
horns all looked so equally large that 1 was at a loss to choose 
which to shoot at. As the nearest offered tlie best chance, I 
levelled at his chest, wliich was towards me. The report of 
tlie rifle was instantly followed by a treineiidous clatter as the 
six aniimds sprang to tlieir feet and gallo 2 )ed away, apparently 
scathless, barely giving me time to take aim with the second 
barrel, which was em 2 )tied at one of them just as they were 
disappearing over a ridge. 

I was speechless with vexation. No language, however 
strong and exju’essive, coidd at that moment have relieved 
my harrowed feelings. Even my Caslimeree companions 
seemed this time to resi^ect my silent woe, for they gave vent 
to none of their usual confounded ejaculations either of dis- 
a2)pointment or condolence. Eut the looks of contemptuous 
])ity for my performance they cast towards me were just as 
hard to bear, making me feel half inclined to “ loose off” botli 
barrels—fortunately they were empty—at them, and then 
fling myself, rifle and all, headlong among the rocks below. 
1 was very much younger and less exj)erienced in human 
nature then than I am now. Poor innocent men ! I should 
have known that they were only deexffy lamenting the loss of 
the meat, and not 2 '>retending to commiserate my misfortunes. 

When my frenzied state of mind became calm enough for 
me to think and act like a rational being, I came to the 
conclusion that, after all, matters might perhaps not be so 



Ramzan's disappointment. 


121 


bad as they seemed. Whilst I was impatiently reloading, 
Itamzan, who had run forward over the ridge to mark tlie 
herd, now reappeared on it, and, to my infinite relief and 
joy, shouted back that one of the ibex had dropped just be¬ 
yond it. But, on getting ii]) to him, I was again rather 
Udvcn aback by tlie rueful exj;)iession of his countenance. 

‘‘ Why, what’s the matter ? ” said I. '' It’s all gone wrong,” 
replied he, with a rapid succession of liis exasperating inter¬ 
jections of disappointment. What’s all gone wrong ? ” I 
asked, with much anxiety and a little irritation, wondering 
wliat could possibly have liappened now. “ Tlie khel, he’s all 
spoilt,” lie testily answered. Not knowing what on earth to 
expect from all this, I proceeded, in a state of bewildered 
suspense, to where the buck liad dropped. There the beast 
lay, stone dead, jammed between two rocks, and a bullet- 
liole in his chest testified to his being the firsL animal I had 
sliot at. “ Look 1 ” said Itamzan, almost weeping, “ he’s (piite 
dead, and all that meat is lost.” What had happened began 
now to dawn on my per])lexed mind. The ibex had expired 
before the old man had liad time to bleed him. Consequently, 
according to his idea, the llesli was useless, for, of course, no 
good Mohainmedaii could eat of an animal which had not had 
its throat operated on by a follower of the Ih'ophet with all 
customary form before the pulses ceased to beat, and Itamzan 
Meer was an extra-devout old Moslem. 

My recovered energies were at once devoted to following 
up the second animal I had shot at, as, from the fact of our 
only observing four of the six bucks taking their way over 
the snow-fields far away above, we concluded that he too 
must have been hit, and so sorely as to be unable to keep up 
with the rest. But, unfortunately, we could find no traces 
of him to guide us, so we returned to flay the dead one. 

After stripping the ibex of his head and skin, I reluc¬ 
tantly had to leave most of the meat for the bears and eagles 
—as the Cashmerees would not eat of an animal that had 
not had the “ huUal ” duly performed on it—and descended 
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to a small sheltered plateau where we intended to bivouac 
for the night. 

Towards evening, as we sat j)reparing the head, a man I 
had sent up to watch what remained of the dead ibex—in 
case of a bear getting a sniff of the meat—came tearing 
down the hill, gesticulating as he ran, and, on nearing us, 
breathlessly ejaculating Khel! khel! ” When his excite¬ 
ment became more subdued, we learnt from him that he had 
seen a large herd of ibex on the hillside above, and only 
about half a mile off Sharp is the word. The covers are 
at once slipped off the ritles, and we are not long in reach¬ 
ing the place whence the animals had been sighted, when, 
sure enough, there they are, al)out sixteen in number, and 
two of them grand bucks; but the ground is bad for 
{\])proachiiig tliem. As tliey arc feeding towards us, we 
wait patiently there until, at length, a keen cold wind most 
opportunely begins to blow towards us, driving them all 
down for shelter into an intervening corrie, and bringing 
them within a longish range of our position. During all 
this time Itamzan, in half-suppressed pious expressions, 
keeps incessantly imploring the assistance of the Prophet. 
Put now one of the does, becoming suspicious of danger, 
gives her warning note. There is no use in waiting longer, 
as the whole herd at once begins moving slowly off; so 1 
single out the finer of the two big bucks, which in a few 
seconds falls rolling and struggling down the hillside. 
“ Shabash ! ” (bravo) exclaims Itamzan. “ Now for the 
other big one.” A bullet speeds after him, but from want 
of “ straight powder he gets off uninjured. The men are 
determined this time not to lose their spoils, for they reach 
the fallen buck almost before the echoes of the last shot 
cease rolling and reverberating among the crags and preci¬ 
pices, when they bleed him with all due form. Leaving 
two men who had followed us to break up the ibex, Eamzan 
and I descend to our bivouac, from whence we send them a 
flaming pine-torch to light them down after finishing their 
work, for by this time it has grown almost dark. 
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It was with a light heart aud a keen appetite I that 
evening despatched my frugal meal of broiled ibex-meat and 
“ chiippaties (thin cakes made of flour and water). After 
a “ nightcap of hot whisky-toddy and a few puffs of 
tobacco beside the fire, notwithstanding very tough venison, 
and a hard couch under no roof but the starlit sky, I was 
soon ibex-hunting in dreamland. 

In a few more days we were recrossing the Mergun pass 
ai Ttmtc for Srinuggur. The snow had almost entirely 
disappeared from the summit of the pass, which was now 
clothed witb sliort green turf, thickly besprinkled with 
buttercups, tlieir bright colour presenting a strange and 
pleasing contrast to the savage aspect of the bare grey 
rocks and partially snow-clad heights on either side. 

On reaching our first camping-place in “ the Vale,’^ I 
was told that black bears were numerous in the vicinity, 
they having come down into the mulberry-groves to feast on 
the fruit, which was then—the month of June—in full 
season. Although this kind of sport is rather tame after 
mountain work, it is by no means to be despised. I there¬ 
fore determined to devote a day or two to looking up Bruin 
in his feeding-grounds. The first morning I failed to get 
a shot, although 1 was very close to one fellow, where he 
had ensconced himself among a lot of thick bushes, which 
effectually covered his retreat as he bolted. Next time we 
went out I had better luck, when I secured the only bear 
we saw, after putting several bullets through liis black 
hide. Tlie same evening we found another munching away 
quite at his ease in a mulberry-tree, when a ball sent into 
his back as he stood up stretching out his paws to gather 
the fruit, brought him down with a loud “ yeeough ” from 
the tree, at the foot of which we found him dead, his 
mouth full of mulberries, poor beast! A leopard was also 
seen at dusk by Eamzan as it slunk away through the 
bushes quite close to us. 

One of my first excursions on arrival at Srinuggur was 
with a view to getting thoroughly cleansed at a hummam, 
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kept by a queer character then well known in Srinuggur, 
as barber to the European visitors, and dentist, chiropodist, 
and general practitioner as well, among the citizens. As 
may be supposed, old Mirza’s establisliment was not fitted 
up with that luxurious elegance one finds in Jermyn Street. 
Indeed, on first entering the hot dusky hole of a place, 
which reelvcd with tlie vapour of stale warm water, it re¬ 
quired only a slight stretch of imagination to fancy one’s 
self in some dungeon of old, and that Mirza and liis assist- 
iirit—as they stood tliere in the dim steaming atmospliere, 
stripped naked, save a dirty rag round their loins, their 
swarthy skins streaming with perspiration—were the exe¬ 
cutioners ready to seize tlicir victim for torture. To 
further this idea, they both X)ounced upon me, laid me flat 
along the hot flagstones of tlie floor, and commenced what 
seemed to be vigoi’ous attempts at dislocating my joints and 
flaying me, accompanying their exertions with sundry 
grunts and startling exclamations that sounded quite fiend¬ 
ish as they rang tlirough the stone-vaulted cliamber. The 
only intermission in their labours was when old Mirza, 
whose ideas were inclined to be socialistic, would some¬ 
times, by way of taking a short rest, begin breathlessly 
abusing the ruling authorities in rather unparliamentary 
language. After thus giving vent to his political opinions, 
he would resume the peeling process with renewed energy. 
Thus far I quietly submitted to their operations; but when 
the principal torturer, with a demoniacal grin, proposed im¬ 
mersing me in a dirty stone cistern full of scalding-hot 
greasy-looking water, I objected to further proceedings. 
After drying and dressing myself with the utmost expedi¬ 
tion, I made my exit into fresh air with the least possible 
delay, vowing never again to try a hummam in Cashmere. 

My companion returned from the mountains a few days 
after me, bringing with him, amongst other trophies, one of 
the most massive and altogether perfect pair of ibex horns 
I have ever seen. They were upwards of 4 feet long, with 
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a wide and regular sweep, and their tips uninjured. Poor 
lad! he was not long permitted to enjoy their possession, 
for a short time after he fell a victim to that fearful scourge 
of India—cholera. He was a true sportsman and an ex¬ 
cellent rifle-shot; and his shikaree told me he had never 
been out v/ith a more daring or surer-footed European crags¬ 
man. One of his last wishes on his deathbed was that 
his huntiiig trophies might be sent home to his father. 
Strange to say, he had a fixed presentiment, to which he 
often gave expression, that he should never see Almora, 
where our regiment had been ordered to shortly before he 
died ; and sad to say, this was fulfilled. 

Very fair fishing was to be had in the valley at certain 
seasons in some parts of the Jhelum, both for mahseer and 
silvery black-speckled fish, in appearance like trout, but 
wanting the second raylcss dorsal-fin of the Salmonidm. 
The former fish were comparatively small of their kind, 
those killed being seldom over 10 lb. or so. The latter were 
sometimes taken up to 8 lb. or more. The minnow was 
usually most successful for mahseer. The other fish took 
the fly pretty freely, and the fly that seemed as good as 
any was made simply with a bunch of white-cotton thread 
carded out and tied on to a naked hook. But the deadliest 
bait was a ripe mulberry, when the fruit was in season. 
The boatmen were rather clever at spearing small fish in 
shoal water from the bows of their boats. 

Formerly, fishing was permitted anywhere in the river, 
but latterly it was j^i’olhhited between certain bridges in 
the city, for, as was alleged, the following ridiculous 
reason :— 

The story went that, after the death of the Maharajah 
Gholab Sing, his soul was believed to have transmigrated 
into a certain very big mahseer in one of the sacred fish- 
tanks near Islamabad, where, with many smaller companions, 
this holy fish was well fed and cared for by the attendant 
Brahmin priests. One day a hungry sportsman, on his 
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return from the mountains, pitched his tent near this tank, 
and seeing the fine fat fish it contained, straightway pro¬ 
ceeded to avail himself of the chance thus offered of so 
easily providing himself a savoury meal. To the liorror and 
consternation of the priests, lie hooked the “ Maharajah,” 
and soon had him cooking for his supper. This catastrophe 
caused a tremendous rum])us, wliicli resulted, 1 believe, in 
tlie autlior of it being ordered to quit tlie valley. Subse¬ 
quently the spirit of tlie defmu't old ruler was supposed to 
laive returned to tbc capital, and to have been re-enil)odied 
in another big iish, whose haunt in the river was said to 
be soniewhen; opjiosite the ])alac(s betwemi two of the old 
wooden bridges ; and so it canu‘ about that fishing in tliat 
l>it of tlie water was proscribed. 

Tlie inetro[K)lis of (/ashniere,’ with its ])ictur(^S('[ue canal 
communieations, quaint old bridges, gondola-style of boating, 
and bad smells, often reminded me of Ahmic(‘. declining 
under the straw-mat awning of your Cashmerian gondola, 
or “ shikareii ” boat, as this water-cab of the country is 
called, whilst being ])addled over the limpid glassy water 
of the beautiful I )hal lake, through the siiKjara'^ plants, 
and ])ast tin* large Hat leaves and gorgeous r(‘d llowm’S of 
the lotus, or among the floating gardmis;”^ lunching o//Vcsre 
on the Islii of dienar.s, or bedside fountains and ]iiiniature 
cascades at tlu* Shalimav or Nisluit gardens, and returning 
in the bright moonlight, your boatmen k(‘e]>ing time wdth 

' Ozaka in .Tni>aii, Avitli its canals iind Avnodcu liniises, boat.s and bridges, 
struck me as bearing a greater rcseinldanoe to Srimiggur in C'aslmiero than 
any otlier place 1 have seen. They difler, however, in re.spcct of tlie former 
being remurkabl)' cb^an, \vbil.«t tlie latter is liltliily tlirty. Imbaal, I nuiv say 
in many ways Japan resembled Cashmere. 

- The water*nut, much used for food by the poor class of Cashmerees. 

® These ftoatiug garvteus, so called, are cousiderahle sized beds of earth, with 
their foundations of matted reeds and grass so constructed as to be quite dis- 
eomwetod with the bottom of the lake. In oi*der to jircvent their being drifted 
avray, they are attached to long poles driven into the lied of the lake where it 
is rather shallow. They are used chielly for tht^ growth of melon, cucumber, 
and suchlike plants. 
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tlieir paddles to some wild Cashmere lay; or visiting the 
shawl-merchants' shops and sipping s])iced tea whilst in¬ 
specting their beautiful wares,—w^ere all very delightful by 



I'ht' ('n'tidohi (>/ (',ish f/ii'/'t'. 

way of n^st af((‘r hard mountain work. And hero I may 
r(‘iiiark, witli respect to the sh.awl fabrics, tliat if some of 
their fair W(*arer8 could l^eliold tlie lialf-stai'ved emaciated 
crc'jitures wlio wc'avaj thein, tliey would not rest so lightly 
on tlieir slioulders. I noticcul that many of tliesc poor 
artisans had a jKU’inanent squint, acijuired, I was told, from 
being ke[)t so constantly einj)loy(‘d iit tlii‘ir ])rimitive hand- 
looms on til is line work. 

Charming as tint (h^Irr /(tv nicnfc style of life in tliis be¬ 
witching valley was for a time, 1 retui’iieil ere long to the 
ibex and bears among tlie mountains. As I have probably 
said more than enough about il>ex-hunting, 1 shall not tire 
the rt'ader witli a rejKdition of it, Imt commence aiiotlier 
chapter of wild sport in quit<e a different locidity. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The position rind general features of the beautiful valley of 
Delira Dooii liave been mentioned in a foregoing chapter. 
As it lies witliin the Sewalik hills, wliich may be classed 
among the outer ranges, the sport to be liad in its wild 
tracts of forest and swamp may, I tliink, be called 
Jlirnalayan. 

Wlien I first knew the Doon, game of many sorts and 
sizes was almndant, from a button ([uail to a wild ele];)hant, 
or from a miimow to a mahseiu* of a hundred pounds. 
From time out of mind it must liave lieen a favourite haunt 
()f wild animals, for many fossil remains of huge ante¬ 
diluvian creatures—the mastodon, for example—have been 
found in the Sewalik range, wliieh bounds tlie valley on its 
south side. 

Droin the beginning of June until the end of October the 
heavy jungles and swaim])S of the Doon, like those of the 
Terai, are deadly ; but for the rest of the year they are 
comparatively free from malaria. 

During the many years I passed at intervals in these 
“ happy hunting-grounds,” my shikar experiences were so 
numerous and varied that I shall endeavour to describe one 
or two only of those best suited to give a general idea of 
the wild sport of this locality. 

The (}uantity of small game was formerly far greater 
tha# it was even within my own recollection, more par¬ 
ticularly in the western part of the valley, where the 
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ground in some places was pretty clear of forest, and 
where tracts of long grass, intersected by streams, were 
interspersed with patches of cultivation, sedgy marshes, and 
bush jungle, in which kind of ground the black partridge 
delights. Here were also to be found hares, pea*fowl, 
jungle-fc'wl, wild-fowl, grey partridges, plovers, several 
kinds of snipe and quails, and sometimes a fioriken, a 
few sand-grouse, and occasionally a woodcock, &c. 

When beating for small game, a sounder of wild pigs, or 
a deer, was not unfrequently driven from among the long 
grass and bushes, and I have known of a leopard, and even 
tlie striped king of the forest, having been disturbed in like 
manner. But as regards the two latter, such instances were 
rare, as feline animals, althougli numerous in tlie adjacent 
jungles, seldom ventured during the daytime into the open. 
Just before nightfall, however, tliey often prowled out after 
the village cattle. I remember, one evening when skirting 
along tlie margin of tln^ forest after any game that might 
chance to turn up, coining unex2)ectedly upon a tiger as it 
was coolly taking its way down a wood-carting track towards 
the ojien country. This animal, when he saw our elejihanta 
slowly advancing within eighty yards, merely stopped short 
and slowly retraced his steps. Tlie shot which I lost no 
time in letting go, was replied to by the deep guttural grunt 
which a tiger almost invariably gives vent to when a bullet 
tells on him. Wheeling suddenly round, he struck a heavy 
blow with his paw at a tree that stood in his way, and forth¬ 
with charged straight dowm on the line. Grunting forth his 
wrath, he dashed open-mouthed right in among the ele¬ 
phants, when a lucky bullet from one of the other guns 
caught him in the head and stopjied his further progress 
insianter. The first shot was found to have gone clean 
through him, close behind the shoulders. This serves to 
show what a tiger is capable of doing after being mortdiy 
wounded. On another occasion, in broad daylight, I snot 
a leopard in a jungly ravine, within a few hundred yards 

I 
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of my house, where it had killed one of my servant’s 
goats. 

The prettiest sport of the Boon was the stalking in the 
Sewaliks. But the spear-grass that grows most abundantly 
there, as also on the lower ranges, is, when long and dry, 
dreadfully troublesome. Tlie sharp barbed points of the 
thin hard seeds, from wliich it derives its name, catch in 
your clotlies, and work themselves by myriads through 
them, and even down into your boots, until they reach your 
skin, which they often penetrate. In this comparatively 
low but rugged and forest-clad range of lulls, the jurrow 
(called malm in the Boon), the spotte^.d deer (called clicetal), 
and the kahuTy or barking-deer, were plentiful; and up 
about the jagged and preci[)itous sandstone summits of the 
range, gooral might always l)e found. Tigers and leopards, 
too, were numerous, tliougli not often seen, and wild elephants 
were not niicomnion. Shooting the latter, however, has now 
been prohibited by the Government, except in the case of a 
dangerous '' rogue ”; and very wisely, or Elcplias indicus 
might soon have become as extinct as Dinotherium gi- 
gantmm. 

But for many years pot - hunters, by indiscriminate 
slaughter at all seasons, have been doing tlieir worst to 
exterminate the game in the Boon, and have so far suc¬ 
ceeded fairly well in their nefarious work—for good small- 
game shooting, at any rate, is now a thing of the past. 

I shall first try to recount the proceedings of a day after 
small game that I find recorded in my old shooting-journal. 
It will servo as a fair sample of many similar days’ sport in 
the Boon. 

It was on one of those fine sharp mornings which are the 
rule in this beautiful valley during the cold season, that a 
party of three guns, consisting of a travelling visitor to the 
place—vulgarly called a ‘‘ Globe-trotter ”—the iEsculapius 
of my regiment, and myself, after an early breakfast, lit our 
‘‘ baccies ” and mounted our little equine quadrupeds, known 
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in India as “ tats.” An hour’s ride between thick clumps 
of tall feathery-foliaged bamboos — like gigantic ostrich- 
plumes—that sometimes flanked the road, or through um¬ 
brageous groves of grand old mango-trees, brought us to our 
ground, wliere a small crowd of l>eaters, gun-carriers, dogs, 
&c., had ; iready preceded us. Our line being formed, we 
forthwitli commenced l)usim‘.ss by beating up a few grassy 
fields and scattered patches of bushes, from which a hare, 
one or two grey partridges, and a few stray quails were 
transferred to the game-bag. I call them stm/f (piails, be¬ 
cause the common grey quail, being a migratory bird, is not 
found in any numbers except during a few weeks in the 
spring and autumn, although A^arieties called the rain-quail 
and bush-quail are met with at other times, the former only 
during tlui rainy season, the latter at any time, in bush 
jungle. 

After (juitting the fields, we beat through a sedgy swamp, 
where some long-l»ills, including several little jack-snipe, are 
})icked up, whilst others twist away unscathed by our erratic 
shots. Our quota of snipe is added to by one or two of the 
painted vaih^ty, which rise from the longer reedy grass more 
like a big butterlly than a game-bird. On nearing a bushy 
corner of the “jheel” (marsh), the welcome cry, “Mark 
woodcock,” comes from 7Escnlaj)ius on the right of the line ; 
and we have the satisfaction of seeing this much-prized bird 
alight in a thicket some distance ahead, where it is again 
flushed and falls to the gun of the “ (I. T.” 

Our beat now leads through long grass, beside a clear 
pebbly stream called the Sooswa, that derives its name from 
its abounding with water-cresse.s, broad luxuriant patches of 
which might be seen extending along its bed, sometimes for 
fifty yards or more in length. We have not proceeded far 
when “ whir-r whir-r ” go a brace of black partridge (fran- 
colin) as they rise high over the grass and make away with 
the dashing straightforward flight which is their wont. 
“ Bang, bang ” on the right goes our medical adviser, before 
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whose unerring barrels they are brought down in capital 
form, for he is as good a hand with his sporting implements 
as he is known to be witli those of his craft. 

A fair number of black partridges are accounted for ere 
we reach a more jungly part of our beat, when the cheery 
crowing of jungle-fowl and the musical cry of an old pea¬ 
cock advise us that we are likely to add variety to our bag. 
Presently there is a “ yap yap from the dogs, followed by 
such a clucking and general disturbance among the little 
cocks and hens, as some flutter up into the trees, whilst 
others, older and more wary, either scurry off through the 
bushes, or wing tlieir rapid flight as they betake themselves 
to a safer locality, tliat it seems just as if we are in the 
vicinity of a poultry-yard. One or two of the less crafty 
ones are ratlier shamelessly potted on their perches, whence 
they fall almost into the jaws of the dogs that are barking 
at them below, by which diversion their attention lias been 
distracted from us tlieir more dangerous foes, as we approach 
them under cover of the bushes. The unusual row dis¬ 
turbs from its noonday repose a cheetal (spotted deer), to 
which our physician administers a dose of leaden pills, but 
at such a distance as to liave little effect. 

Our musical friend the peacock having betrayed his where¬ 
abouts by again raising his melodious voice—a practice usual 
with pea-fowl on hearing a shot in their vicinity, though 
they arc otherwise uncommonly knowing—the old fellow is 
soon ejected by the dogs from his retreat among a tangled 
mass of elephantine creeper, where he has ensconced himself 
in the vain hope of concealment, and from which he extri¬ 
cates his splendid long train with considerable difficulty and 
much flapping of wings, thereby giving an easy chance to 
one of the party. 

Now came a very agreeable and welcome part of the'day’s 
proceedings, when we called a halt in a shady nook beside 
the stream, where it formed itself into a deep swirling pool. 
From this, had we come provided with a trout-rod, we might 



OTTERS. 


133 


easily have added a dish of broiled fish to the cold collation 
that was being spread before us. Having done ample justice 
to the comestibles, and beverages cooled in the stream, after 
the usual pipe we prepared to make a fresh attack on the 
feathered denizens of the jungle. Although the quantity of 
ammuniti( ii expended was perhaps greater after lunch than 
before it, the amount of the bag, I fear, was, as it often is 
under simil.tr circumstances, in the op])osite ratio. 

Towards evening my place in the line led me along a 
bank overhanging the stream, when 1 suddenly heard an 
unearthly skirling noise at the waters edge below me. On 
looking over, I found it proceeded from two young otters 
figliting over a fisli. Tlu^y were so taken up with tlieir 
quarrel tliat they did not notice me until 1 had jumped 
down and collared one of them, like a ferret, round tlie neck. 
The other at once took to tlie water; but this being quite 
sliallow for some distance, after depositing my gun I. was 
able to give cliase, and succeeded in lieading tlie little beast 
before it reached the stream, and driving it back on to the 
shore, wliere I soon got hold of it, like its companion, with 
the otlier liand. The dilliculty now was how to get rid of 
the struggling little wretches witliout either l)eing bitten by 
them or letting them escape; for altliough they were not 
mucli bigger than ferrets, they were exceedingly strong, and 
their jaws were wadi provided with shar]> teeth. The only 
thing w’e could devise for carrying them was a kind of bag 
made of one of the beater’s turbans. Into this they were 
dropped, and slung over a man’s back ; and judging from 
the noises that issued from the bag, tliey seemed still to be 
caiTying on their feud even there. After beating back to 
where we had left our poiues, w^e cantered home, well 
satisfied with our varied bag and our pleasant day’s sport. 
The tw^o otters eventually became tame enough to jday 
about the house, although they would never permit them¬ 
selves to be freely handled. 

But alas I in the Behra Boon at any rate, such halcyon 
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days are, I fear, numbered; for its jungles are being slowly 
but steadily cleared, and with them their wild denizens must 
as surely decrease. Indeed it is by no means improbable 
that ere very long the whistle of the iron horse may re- 
pkce the “ bell ” of the deer and the trumpet of the wild 
elephant—sounds which of yore were wont to be heard in 
sylvan solitudes which are now replaced by extensive clear¬ 
ings for the cultivation of tea. 

It was about the middle of March 18G0, when Colonel 
(now General Sir Cliarles) llcid, commanding my regiment, 
invited me to join liis shooting-camp in the eastern part of 
the Debra Doon. He had padded two fine tigers during 
the few days he had been out before I joined him. This 
was unusually good luck for the Doon jungles, where, 
although tigers arc pretty numerous, they are difficult to 
find when beating for them with a line of elephants, from 
their being so easily able to slink away un])erceived in the 
almost impenetrable thickets and swampy cane-brakes with 
which the eastern Doon abounds. If, however, intelligence 
can be got of a tiger’s having just killed a buffalo or bullock, 
and the carcass reached before the ‘‘ choomars ” (leather- 
tanners), who are always on the look-out for such events, 
have discovered it and stripped it of its hide and flesh, the 
chances of finding the animal at or near the “ kill ” arc then 
pretty certain. 

A delightful ride of about fifteen miles, chiefly through 
forest, brought me to an open spot where the jungle had 
been cleared, a few grass-huts erected, and the ground cul¬ 
tivated. Here I found the Coloncrs camp pitched, and 
fortunately reached it just in time to escape a thorough 
drenching, as shortly after rny arrival a terrific thunderstorm 
burst overhead, accompanied by high wind, wdiich levelled 
one of the tents in no time. 

When we mounted our elephants next morning the atmos¬ 
phere was clear and cool, and our jungle surroundings looked 
beautifully bright and green after the storm. In front of 
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the camp, over the irregular line of tree-tops, rose the pre¬ 
cipitous slopes and buttresses of the outer-range Himalayas, 
some three or four miles distant. Ilearward, in like manner, 
the low serrated ridge of the wooded Sewaliks cut the deep- 
blue sky-line. Wo beat over some excellent-looking ground, 
but returned in the evening with empty pads—having agreed 
to fire at no other game whilst there was a chance of find¬ 
ing a striped jacket. 

For the two following days we roamed tliroiigh jungle 
and swamp without success, as far as tigers were concerned, 
although deer, wild pigs, and feathered game were plentiful 
enough. Sometimes a porcupine would hustle away among 
the long grass, from under the very trunk of one of our 



elephants, the sudden rustle of its quills causing the huge 
beast to shriek and shy as much as, if not more than, if it 
had trodden on a tiger’s tail. The amount of self-denial I 
had to exercise in refraining from pressing the trigger was 
often very considerable, as my rifle was brought to bear on 
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the shoulder of some fine cheetal stag, whilst he stood to 
gaze for a few moments at the elephants steadily forcing 
their way through the tangled jungle, when his sleek dappled 
coat and long tapering antlers would slowly disappear in 
the thick cover, as though the animal knew he had nothing 
to fear. 

The manoeuvres of an elephant whilst slowly forging its 
way through heavy jungle are quite an interesting study. 
The control its mahout (driver) has over the huge but docile 
animal is truly marvellous, as he verbally directs it here to 
tear down a tough obstructive creeper, or a projecting bough, 
with its trunk, tliere to fell witli its forehead a good-sized 
tree that may impede its course in tlie line, or to break 
away some precipitous bank of a niillah (water-course) with 
its fore feet, to form a path for descending into it, and then, 
after the same fashion, to clamber up the opposite side. 
And if its driver sliould cljance to drop his gujhag (iron goad) 
among the long grass, witli what confiding sagacity does the 
animal grope aliout for it and lift it up to liim with its 
trunk I In tiger-shooting, however steady an elephant may 
naturally be, its behaviour very much depends on the con¬ 
duct of its mahout. I may mention a remarkable instance 
of cool })luck on the jiart of a mahout, which occurred 
during a tiger-beat in the iJehra lloon. Amongst some 
elephants attached to my regiment, as transport for our 
ammunition on held service, was a very fast and steady one 
which had had the honour of carrying the rrince of Wales 
when tiger-sliooting in the Kumaon Terai. The mahout 
who drove Alice, as she was named, always wore in his 
girdle a hunting-knife, which he showed with much pride 
as having been bestowed on him by liis lioyal Higliness. 
One day, during a scrimmage with a tiger, this knife 
drojiped from tlie man’s girdle. “ Oh, my knife I my 
knife I ” he exclaimed, and instantly slipped down off his 
elephant’s neck on to the ground to recover it, at the 
imminent risk of being boned by the tiger. 
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On the third day we visited the scene of the death of one 
of the ColoneFs tigers, in hopes of further success, as the 
place was considered one of the best finds in the Doon; but 
this time we drew it blank. It w^as a long narrow swamp 
filled with flag-grass (called putteyr ”), which grew nearly 
as high a- the elephants’ pads, nnd almost surrounded with 
tree-jungle,—altogether about as perfect a bit of ground for 
holding a .iger as could be desired. 

On one occasion when beating tlirough this swamp, we 
had a funny adventure with a crocodile, which afforded us 
some sport, sucli as it was, and considerable merriment. 
The creature was lying among the flags, apparently taking 
a snooze, for it either paid no attention to or did not 
observe the approaching elephants, so T resolved to wake it 
up with a charge of buckshot on its cranium. On receiving 
the vshot, it for the moment seemed stunmed, but soon 
managed to wriggle its body into the soft mud among the 
roots of the flags, leaving only its tail visible, when a bright 
idea suggested itself to one of the Ooorklias who were with 
us. Thinking the animal w«'is dead, or nearly so, he proposed 
that he sliould fasten a rope to its tail, and then make one 
of the elephants haul it out. He accordingly ])roceeded to 
carry out his plan, which was more easily conceived than 
executed; for on his attempting to slip a noose over the tail, 
the creature gave it a violent and an unexpected wag, which 
somewhat disconcerted his arrangements and startled him 
considerably. At length, however, after repeated failures, 
wdiich elicited many jocular remarks from his comrades, he 
succeeded in making fast the noose. Having tied the other 
end of the rope to one of the elephant’s pads, we gave the 
word to pull, when away went the elephant, dragging after 
it the saurian, which now, having seemingly recovered its 
wits, was struggling frantically, and making abortive at¬ 
tempts to turn round and seize the rope between the well- 
armed jaws it kept snapping together with a loud noise. 
The creature was hauled on to an open spot, and finished 
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with a bullet through the head. It was one of the 
“ muggur or broad-snouted kind {Crocodilus 'pahtstris)^ and 
measured 7 or 8 feet long. 

Pythons of very large size were sometimes met with in 
these jungles, and I have myself shot several, one of which 
measured over 21 feet in length, and in girth about 2 feet. 
For the benefit of such as are fond of the marvellous, I shall 
venture to here recapitulate the strange circumstances at¬ 
tending the slaying of this huge reptile, as contributed by 
me years ago to the ‘ Oriental Sporting Magazine.' But 
those who, from their inexperience of wild-jungle life, are 
always inclined to he sceptical regarding “ travellers' tales,” 
had better skip the rest of this chapter, for I 'warn them 
that the unvarnished facts it contains will almost require 
the powers of deglutition of the creature in question to 
swallow. Nevertheless they occurred exactly as follows. 

I was out in camp in the eastern Dooii with a party of 
my regiment employed in cutting grass for barrack-thatching, 
when one day I chanced to notice tliat one of the men at 
work had adorned his head with a curious-looking turban. 
A closer inspection showed it to be a portion of a huge 
python’s semi-transparent cast-off skin, which the lad, a 
light-hearted Goorklia, had thus donned, much to the amuse¬ 
ment of an admiring circle of his broad-faced companions, 
who were regarding liini with looks beaming with fun. On 
questioning him as to where he got it, he told me he had 
picked it up when out shooting in the neighbouring forest, 
and that he liad seen, close to the place where he had found 
it, what must liave been the snake that had slied it, as the 
creature hay basking near the entrance to a big hole, into 
whicli it had disappeared at his approach. As he said he 
thought he could remember the spot, I proposed that he 
should proceed there forthwith. 

For a long way my sturdy little guide trudged silently 
ahead through the forest, until at length he appeared to be 
drawing up to something, after the manner of a pointer on 
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an uncertain scent, as he gingerly ” (excuse the slang, as 
being the most expressive term for the movement) advanced 
each bare foot through the long dry grass. Presently he 
motioned to me to stand still whilst he proceeded cautiously 
to climb a small tree, in order to get a better view of the 
ground ‘u front of him. After a careful survey, he beckoned 
me to advance. Just as I readied the tree, a dark-brown 
object, Wiiich I recognised at once as a big snake, glided 
across a bare patch of ground about fifteen or twenty yards 
in front. In a few seconds the reptile was helplessly 
writhing and twisting in its death-throes, with a bullet 
through the thickest part of its body. 

I now considered that i had secured the original wearer 
of tlie cast-off skin, and that the business was at an end. 
But the Goorkha 2 )ositively fisserted that this snake was not 
the one he had seen before, which he declared was nearly 
twice as large*, and of a inudi brighter colour. This python 
was 13 feet long and about a foot and a half in girth, with 
dark-browii and black markings. 

We now went to examine the hole, which was close by, 
and for which the snake must have been making when I 
stopped him. It had evidently been originally the den of 
porcu 2 >incs, though now used as tlic temporary abode of 
snakes. Of its being the latter there was no doubt, for on 
looking into it we could see a bit of the tail-end of a second 
snake, which doubtless was the one the Goorkha Inad at first 
seen. We resolved not to meddle with it then, as we thought 
it would be pretty sure to be found basking in the sun some 
other day. We dragged the other to the nearest forest-] 3 ath 
and sus^iended it over a branch, where it could be easily seen 
by the men sent with an elej)hant to fetch it. Its body 
showed slight muscular action when brought to camp in the 
evening some six hours after being shot. 

Business prevented my visiting the python's haunt next 
day. On the following morning, however, I went there with 
three Goorkhas who volunteered to accompany me. Cau- 
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tiously we stole up to the place in hopes of finding the snake 
out sunning itself. But it was nowhere visible, so we pro¬ 
ceeded to inspect the hole, and there found the creature’s 
tail in almost exactly tlie same position as before. As no 
one seemed incliued to liandle the tail, we poked at it with 
a stick, when it was merely shrunk a little farther into the 
hole. A fire was lit at the entrance and the smoke fanned 
into the hole, without the slightest apparent effect on the 
snake. Finding all our endeavours to rouse it fail, I sent 
one of the Goorklias back to camp to fetcli some tools with 
which to try and dig it out, and also an elejfiiant for carry¬ 
ing the creature if we succeeded in our attempt to unearth it. 

Meanwliile tlie other two men and I set to work by turns 
to enlarge the mouth of the hole with sticks, cut and sharp¬ 
ened to a i)oint by the Goorklias with their kookeries. From 
the ground l)eing very hard, and the sticks having constantly 
to be resharpemed, our progress was rather slow. After 
digging and scraping away for a long time, we had enlarged 
the mouth of the hole enough to admit sufficient light to 
enable us, by stooping and peering into the gloom of the 
interior, to see some of the reptile’s huge coils, which looked 
as thick as, if not thicker tlnin, a man’s thigh. It was an 
enormous yiython, and we were surprised to find that it did 
not as yet eviiu^e the slightest signs of resenting our in¬ 
trusion, although the creature must have been quite con¬ 
scious of it; for we fancied we saw its eyes regarding us, as 
it lay with its great flat head resting on one of its coils. 

Supposing the snake to be in a half-torpid state, we 
determined to try and draw it. We all three, therefore, 
proceeded—somewhat nervously 1 must own—to lay hold 
of its tail. To this familiarity it showed its objection by a 
decided inclination to wag its caudal extremity, which had 
such an electrical effect on our nerves that we dropped it 
like a hot potato, and—what shall I call it ?—retired. It 
must have been very slee]>y indeed, for immediately on its 
tail being released it desisted from moving it. This restored 
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confidence, and again and again did we renew our futile at¬ 
tempts to haul it out. We had yet to learn the mighty 
muscular power of the creature, which had now withdrawn 
some of its coils farther back into tlie den, thereby giving 
them additional purcliase. We had, however, so far suc¬ 
ceeded, ijat several feet of its length were now exposed 
to view. 

A shot would in all probability have induced it to relin¬ 
quish its hold. ]>ut had 1 fired at random into the hole, I 
must have torn and disfigured its beautiful new coat (it was 
evidently the original owner of tlie cast-off one), which I 
wished if possible to secure uninjured as a specimen ; and a 
wound near the tail miglii not have altogether disabled it. 
I therefore refrained from shooting until a more favourable 
opportunity should offer. 

We continued to dig and scrape with our sticks and hands 
at tlie hole—our operations being sometimes interrupted by 
tlie startling presence of tlie creature’s head, which it occa¬ 
sionally ])oked towards the entrance; and from the lively 
manner inwhicli it kept darting out its little forked tongue, 
it seemed to be gradually awakening to a sense of its im¬ 
pending danger. It still, strange to say, allowed the few 
feet of its tail we had managed to expose to lie outside the 
liole—a fact for which I cannot account, except by suppos¬ 
ing the snake to have been too sluggish to withdraw it. 

At last the elephant and tools arrived, when a bright 
idea struck us,—we might draw it out with the elephant! 
Sufficient rope for the purpose was loosened from the ele¬ 
phant’s pad. This rope, which was made of cotton, and 
about the thickness of a man’s thumb, was hitched round 
the snake’s tail, and its remaining length brought up again 
to the pad and fastened there, thus doubling its strength. 

Now came the tug of war! A sudden jerk might have 
tom the skin; the mahout was therefore warned to put on 
the strain gradually. Little did we know what a tough and 
an obstinate customer we had to deal with. Tighter and 
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tighter grew the ropes, when crack'' went one of them. 
Still the strain was increased, until again '' crack"—the 
other had snapped also, leaving the snake in siatn quo. 

We were now at our wits’ end as to how we should pro¬ 
ceed to dislodge tlie creature witliout injuring its skin by 
shooting into the hole. After a short consultation and an 
inspection of the surrounding ground, we came to the con¬ 
clusion that before resorting to tliis last resource there still 
remained one chance. 

Situated on the other side of the den, and pretty close to 
it, was the abrupt extremity of a small ravine. By counter¬ 
mining from this we might be aide to attack the place in 
rear. We accordingly turned-to once more at our excavat¬ 
ing operations, which were now more rapid and easy from 
our having pro])er tools to work with. Our perseverance 
was rewarded by finding that we had luckily hit off the 
right direction from the ravine, and we had soon succeeded 
in boring a lade large enough to be al)le to stir up the crea¬ 
ture with a long stick. Tiie snake, finding itself assailed 
both in front and rear, and that its stronghold was becom¬ 
ing too hot for it, now began to show symptoms of an in¬ 
clination to (piit it. I therefore, with one of the Cloorkhas, 
took up a position that commanded the front door of the 
den, leaving the other two to watch the back. 

The business was now becoming decidedly exciting. My 
jolly little comjianions were getting cpiite wild with delight, 
and were carrying on a hurried altercation, in their own 
peculiar dialect, as to which W’ay the creature intended 
making its exit. 

“ He's coining out on this side,” shouts one of them from 
the ravine. “ He’s not going out on your side, for here's his 
head coming our way," argues the lad beside me. “ Why, 
we can see his head Acre J " comes the reply from the others, 
half frantic with excitement. “ Then there must be tioo of 
them," exclaimed my fellow, jumping up in a transport of 
glee at the idea. 
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Such, indeed, proved to be the case. There was un¬ 
doubtedly a second monster in the den, and almost as large 
a one as the first. As the snake on our side now thrust 
out its head several feet, and was swaying it to and fro as 
if it meditated bolting (not my carcass, by any means, but 
its own) : iom its lair, 1 retreaUMi a few paces and planted a 
charge of buckshot in it, about two feet beliind tlie head. 
This at once douliled it up, literally, without much damag¬ 
ing its coat. 

The scrimmage in the den, a portion of the interior of 
which we could now see tolerably plainly, was tremendous, 
as the huge coils of the stricken python, in its death-struggles, 
became entangled, as it were, with those of its living com¬ 
panion. The latter, however, showed a decided disinclina¬ 
tion to quit its dwellir.g, wliere it remained screwing itself 
about, seemingly in a great state of alarm, and seeking safety 
from danger, like the ostrich of the sandy dt^sert,*' by at- 
tem])ting to hide its liead. After just securing such a fine 
specimen of tlie serpent family, killing this ai>parently harm¬ 
less member of it als() would have becui wanton butchery. 

When the violent contortions of the dying monster had 
somewhat subsided, we hauled it out and lioisted it on to 
the elephant, not, however, without some trouble from its 
enormous weight, and the excessive slipperiness of its smooth 
skin. We left the remaining python in undisputed posses¬ 
sion of its now lonely abode, from which it still seemed loath 
to depart. A Goorkha, when out with his gun a day or two 
after, came across it in the jungle not far from its old haunt, 
and being unaware of my merciful intentions towards the 
creature, shot it and brought it to me as a grand trophy. 

I have already given the dimensions of tlie large one as it 
lay unstretched. It was beautifully and brightly marked 
with yellow and black. It is now a cleverly executed 
specimen of taxidermy by the late H. Ward of Vere Street, 
and forms a prominent if not a very elegant addition to my 
small collection of shikar trophies. 
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My own experience of Indian pythons is, that they are 
not the fierce, bone-crusliing creatures they are commonly 
thought to be, at any rate with regard to human beings. 
Indeed, from what information I liave been able to gather 
concerning them, they ai)pear to be quite harmless; their 
prey chiefly consisting of birds, hares, fawns, and “ suchlike 
small deer.” But I never have come across them during 
the liot season, when they may possibly be more lively. In 
winter they always seemed to be timid, and usually sluggish, 
on being disturbed. Tliis may account for our being able to 
play such pranks with them as we did with impunity. 

From this diversion let us hark back to the piUteyr 
swamp. This time when beating through it we saw neither 
tiger nor reptile; nothing but some liog-deer {Axis ford- 
ims)y called parfili ” or “ dhoter ” by the natives—an ani¬ 
mal about the size of a roe-doer, and not unlike it in its 
grey winter coat. The buck carries pretty liorns, averaging 
about 14 inches long, witli two short upper tines on each 
horn, and one brow-antler, also short and pointing upwards. 
This deer usiudly frequents open tracts of long grass and 
marshy ground, and is very plentiful in the Terai and Dehra 
Doon. It affords capital shooting from elephant-back, after 
tlie jungle conflagrations in spring, when it can be beaten 
out into the open from the unburnt patches of long grass. 
As the shots are almost invariably running ones, it requires 
sharp and pretty shooting with the rifle to hit such a small 
mark. 

The spotted deer (Axis ynaculatus), or cheetal, is very 
common in the same localities—in fact in almost all Indian 
forests, from the base of the Himalayas to the sea-coast. 
It affects tliick cover in the forests, or tracts of long grass 
in their immediate vicinity. In height it stands about 3 
feet at the shoulder. Its colour somewhat resembles that 
of the fallow-deer, but the white spots are more clearly 
defined, and on a darker ground. The ordinary length of 
its fully developed liorns is about 30 inches. They have a 
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very graceful sweep, with three regular tines on each horn, 
and sometimes an extra snag or two beside the brow- 
antlers. The longest pair I ever got were 37 inches before 
I peeled off the velvet with which tliey were covered, and 
as the tips were quite soft, they would probably have grown 
another inch. The span was 30 inches, and 4 inches the 
circumference of beam clear of velvet. They seldom, I 
think, grov much longer than this, although sometimes 
sliglitly thicker. Spotted deer appear to have no regular 
time for shedding their horns. T have noted in my shooting- 
journal having killed them in January with horns fully de¬ 
veloped, but in velvet. I also find one as having been shot 
with horns in exactly the same state in April; and I shot 
one on 26 th Eebrnary—a date, be it observed, about mid¬ 
way between the above two—carrying long and perfectly 
clear horns with well-polished white tips. Another killed 
in August had horns which, from their worn and smooth 
appearance, were quite ready to be shed. Of two stags I 
killed, right and left, in the month of March, one had long 
clear horns with well-worn points, whilst those of the other 
were in velvet and only half-grown. I could mention many 
other instances tending to show the strange irregularity with 
which tins deer doffs its antlers. In the months of March 
and April, however, I found the horns generally best de¬ 
veloped. The cheetal stag is termed by the natives a 
''jhilnk,” as are likewise the males carrying horns of all the 
deer tribe. 

The little four-horned antelope {Tetraceros quadricornis)^ 
or “ chousinghia '' as it is called, is met with in much the 
same sort of country, but rather sparsely, and usually singly 
or in pairs. It is rather lighter in colour than the hog-deer, 
and about the same size, but it seldom <5r never frequents 
marshy ground. It is frequently found among bush jungle 
or near the outskirts of forests. The front horns seldom 
grow longer than an inch, and are more often mere nobs. 
The hinder ones are about 3 or 4 inches long, and some- 

K 
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times even more. They are quite smootli, except a ring or 
two at the base, and very slightly curved forward. 

The swamp-deer (liuccrviis Dammiccllii), called goen 
by the natives, wljich is plentiful in the open grassy swamps 
of some parts of the Terai, is said to be occasionally met 
with in tlie Delira Doon ; but much as I have hunted there, 
I have never seen it in tliat locality. It is nearly the same 
size as the jurrow, Vait paler in colour. It carries fine 
horns, branching well forward, with many points along the 
upper part of the beam, but only one brow-antler on each 
liorn. In shape and paleness of colour the horns some¬ 
what resemble those of the Virginian and the black-tailed 
deer of North America, but the goen’s horns grow con¬ 
siderably longer. 'This deer is never found on the moun¬ 
tains, and seldom in thick forest, although generally on its 
outskirts. A sketch of an exceptionally line pair of horns 
of a swamp-deer killed in the Oude Tia’jii will be found at 
the end of the last cha])tev. 
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After a Sunday rest in camp, tlic following morning we 
made an early start, onr intention being to ford the Ganges 
and beat up some swam]>y cane-brakes on the farther side 
of it. As we moved leisurely on the elepliants towards the 
ford, wliich was a mile or so distant, I diverged into a null ” 
jungle, along the edge of whi('h we were skirting, in the 
hope of getting a shot at some jungle-fowl 1 heard crow¬ 
ing there. “Null” or “ nurkul ” is a long reed-like grass, 
common in the Terai and .Doon jungles. It is generally a 
sure harbour for game of all sorts and sizes. 1 liave fre- 
(piently seen these reeds growing so tall, that, when standing 
in the liowdah, I was uiuibhi to reach their to])S with my gun 
held up at arm’s-hnigth. Even an elephant looks compara¬ 
tively small in a null jungle. 

Well, my ele])hant had not got far into tlie null when I 
heard a deej) angry growl, which was immediately followed 
by the shouting of men, evidently in a state of alarm. 
Pushing on to the place from whence the sounds came, I 
found two natives “ treed,” and hallooing a way at the top of 
their voices. They said they were collecting wild honey, 
when they had suddenly come on a tigress and two cubs, 
and had at once climbed up the nearest tree. This informa¬ 
tion was not easily elicited from them, for they seemed to be 
as much frightened at the sudden appearance of tlie elephant 
as of the tigress. 

I lost no time in getting back to inform the rest of the 
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party, when we commenced a regular and careful beat round 
about the place where tlie tigress had been seen. But not¬ 
withstanding some of the elephants showing the usual and 
unmistakable signs of a tiger’s proximity—in acknowledg¬ 
ing the scent by smartly tapping tlie ground with their 
trunks, from wliich they at the same time emitted a peculiar 
metallic sound—and the noisy commotion among the jungle- 
fowl, and a troop of monkeys that were chattering and gib¬ 
bering away as they swung tliemselves from branch to branch 
in the trees, wliicli also ])etokened the presence of Madam 
Stripes in the vicinity, we failed to find lier. The jungle 
was so thick and tangliid that our progress was necessarily 
very slow, which delay she had evidently taken advantage 
of to slink away. 

All liope of iinding the tigress l)eing at an end, we pro¬ 
ceeded to cross the Ganges wliere it was fordable by the 
elepliants, and commenced beating np tlie cane-brakes, or 
bent jungles ” as tliey are commonly called. The canes in 
these brakes have a remarkably beautiful appearance, grow¬ 
ing in wides})rc‘.ad tangled masses, or trailing in graceful 
festoons from the trees, their glossy dark-green fronds re¬ 
sembling drooping plumes of feathers. But of all bad 
ground for a line of idephants to get over, commend me to a 
bent jungle as being tlui worst. The canes are so closely 
interwoven, and so covered with strong hooked thorns, and 
the })laces they grow in are so soft and swampy, that it is 
sometimes cpiite impossible for an elephant to force its way 
through them. For dislodging tigers from such spots, a 
kind of firework called amii\ which makes a deal of noise 
and smoke, is used. But even this often fails to drive them 
fairly out of these sanctuaries, in which they are very fond 
of lying up during the intense heat of the day. 

It has been said that of the risks run in tiger-shooting 
from elephants, the danger from the tiger itself is the 
smallest. This is a matter of opinion. But there is no 
doubt about there being other dangers quite as great attend- 
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ing this sport—that from a timid elephant being about the 
worst; for if an animal of this kind gets thoroughly terrified 
and bolts among tree jungle, the consequences are likely to 
be disastrous. I once had my howdah and one of my guns 
smashed to bits by a runaway brute of this sort. lortu- 
nately I v i.s not in the howdah at the time. 

A source of constant danger with us on this trip was a 
vicious “ mukiia ” (tuskless male) elephant. The brute had 
already killed two men, and nobody but his mahout dared 
approach him. Whenever any of us had occasion to dis¬ 
mount from our elephants, the first question was always as 
to the whereabouts in the line of Moula Buksh, as our 
dangerous friend was named. 

Getting badly bogged in a fussand,’' as the natives call 
a quaking morass, ranks about next in order. And an 
incident that occurred in this day’s beat will serve to show 
what it means. 

We had been beating slowly and with difficulty through 
the patches of bent jungle, and plying the more inaccessible 
spots with andrs, without having seen a sign of a striped 
jacket, when, on reaching a more than usually swampy place, 
Golab Soondrie (An(/lia\ Beautiful Bose), the steady old 
elephant I was on, showed a decided disinclination to enter¬ 
ing it. Not wishing to leave my place in the line, I made 
the mahout urge her forward, and she had not taken more 
than a few steps when she was floundering about up to her 
middle in thick black mud and water. The old lady find¬ 
ing she had got fairly into it, continued to struggle bravely 
on towards some firmer-looking ground a short distance in 
front But ere reaching this her body was almost entirely 
submerged in the foul inky fluid, in which she rolled about 
like a dismasted ship in a heavy sea. It was impossible to 
leave the howdah on account of the depth of water; and in 
such cases, even when the ground is stable enough to admit 
of dismounting, it has to be done with caution: for an 
elephant, on finding itself in a fix of this kind, is said to be 
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apt to lay hold with its trunk of anything within reach, 
without respect even to persons, to place under its feet for 
support. And the usual metliod ado 2 )ted, when everything 
else fails, for extricating an elejihant from a “ fussand ” 
(swamp or quicksand), is to throw branches of trees, bundles 
of grass, &c,, within its reach. These the sagacious beast 
forces down with its trunk under its feet, until the footing 
thus made becomes tolerably firm. 

At length, by dint of great perseverance and exertion on 
the part of Golab Soondrie, she reached the edge of this 
abominable quagmire, and having managed to get her fore¬ 
feet up on to some firmer-looking ground, was witli difficulty 
dragging out her hind-quarters, when to my consternation 
the rotten bank gave way under licir weight. Back she slid 
into the horrible slough almost perpendicularly—so much so 
tliat the guns lying in their sloping positions alongside me 
ill the howdah fell back on to my outstretched arms, as I 
clutched the side-rails for support, and 1 for the moment 
feared she was going to roll completely over. Matters now 
looked serious; for the “ kawas ” (back partition) of the 
howdah was quite under w%ater, and the black muddy fluid 
reached half-way u]) to my knees in the fore-part of it. 
The mahout was obliged to quit his seat on the neck of the 
elephant, and little else w^as to be seen of the animal save 
the top of her head and her trunk. 8till the fine old crea¬ 
ture continued to make the most prodigious efforts, until at 
last, thanks to her being a small and an active elephant, she 
managed to scramble out. Before we overtook the rest of 
the party—wdio, from the thickness of the jungle, had not 
seen our mishap—they had almost reached the tents, which 
were near at hand, when the dirty plight we presented after 
our mud-larking adventure afforded mucli merriment at our 
expense. 

Finding there was no fresh '‘kubber” (intelligence) of 
tigers in this vicinity, we next day had a beat for game in 
general, of which the pads showed a fair amount, when, to- 
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wards evening, we reforded the river on the elephants. As 
we were passing some grass-sheds on our way to camp, Moula 
Buksh displayed his evil di.si)ositiou by chevying a wretched 
pony, wliich was heavily handicapped in the chase by being 
hobbled. All the forcible persuasions of the mahout with 
his iroi liooked goad failed to stop him as he went straight 
for the pony. Just as his ujJifted trunk was over his in¬ 
tended Mctim’s back, the mahout, as a last resource, dropped 
his outspread turban down over the brute’s eyes, and so saved 
the pony from being kicked to a jelly ; for an enraged ele¬ 
phant generally vents its spleen on anything it considers 
obnoxious and can get hold of, by making a shuttlecock of 
it between its fore and hind feet. 1 once saw a Goorkha, 
who was out with us, have a wonderfully narrow escape from 
being thus kicked to death. A cheetal had with difficulty 
been padded on a timid unsteady elephant, which suddenly 
getting frightened at the dead animars horns, which were 
dangling over the pad, touching her hind-(piartors, began 
violently shaking her huge body with a view to getting rid 
of tlie objectionable load. This she succeeded in doing, as 
well as of the Goorkha, who was also on the pad. Before 
the man could regain his legs the elephant was on him, and 
playing football with his body. Fortunately the mahout 
soon managed to control the brute, though not before the 
man was left lying apparently lifeless. We were horror- 
struck, thinking the poor fellow was dead. Although he 
was terribly shaken and bruised, and the breath knocked 
completely out of him, strange to say not a bone was 
broken, nor was he otherwise very seriously damaged. 

Although this visit to the eastern side of the Ganges was 
not attended with any unusual success, on a former one to 
the same locality, through the kindness of Major Baugh, 
who was then superintendent of the Government Elephant 
Khedda ” (Catching Establishment) in the Kumaon Terai, 
and whose camp we came across, our shooting-party enjoyed 
an exciting day’s sport, the like of which it has seldom been 
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my good fortune to witness. I may here transcribe my ac¬ 
count of it, written long ago for the ‘ Oriental Sporting 
Magazine/ 

There are several methods resorted to for capturing wild 
elephants in different parts of India. These have been so 
ably described by those who are much more conversant with 
such experiences than I am, that I shall therefore only pre¬ 
mise my attempt to recount the incidents of an elephant- 
hunt witnessed by myself, by mentioning that the way the 
animals were usually captured in the Kumaon Terai was by 
driving them up from the level forest into some narrow 
mountain-gorge, or sole as it is there called, the ridges on 
either side of wliich having been previously lined with men 
provided with firearms and blank arnniuiiition, in order to 
prevent the elephants making their escape on cither flank. 

On the wild herd being driven into this kind of ml dc sac 
—an operation which was not achieved without considerable 
tact and manoeuvring—the entrance was guarded by some of 
the largest and strongest male elephants being posted across 
it; whilst other animals carrying tlie “ phandetes ” (noosers) 
were ridden in among the herd, and the process of noosing 
and tying cominenced. This was very cleverly executed by 
men trained to the work, assisted by the great sagacity of 
the tame elephants, llefore it could be effected, however, it 
was occasionally necessary to subdue some mighty lord of the 
herd by pitting a domesticated giant against him, when a 
terrific combat sometimes ensued between these elephantine 
gladiators, which usually resulted in the discomfiture and 
eventual capture of the wild animal. 

Intelligence of the j)roxiraity of a herd of wild elephants 
having just been brought in to the superintendent by his 
scouts, he at once prepared to go after it, and invited our 
party to join in the sport. 

The necessary arrangements having been cpiickly made 
cmd orders given, each of us mounted an elephant, and seated 
himself on a very small pad that had been substituted for 
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the usual large-sized one, as being less likely to get displaced 
when moving quickly through tree jungle. A rifle or gun 
was carried across the knees, but only to be used for defence 
in the event of a charge being made by a wild elephant. 

As the Khedda camp was on the west bank of the Ganges, 
and the herd was reported to be on the opposite side, we at 
once proceeded to cross tlie river by the nearest ford. A 
truly fine sight it was to see some thirty elephants steadily 
ploughing their way through the water, which was run¬ 
ning almost up to the pads, as the animals leant their huge 
bodies against the stream to resist the force of tlie rapid 
current. 

All having got across the river, the first thing necessary 
before starting in pursuit was to carefully reconnoitre tlie 
exact position of the lierd. This was done on foot by a few 
of thd party, when it was ascertained tliat the animals were 
feeding among some thick clumps of bamboos, wliich were 
situated on so seemingly impracticable a ])osition for ele¬ 
phants to reach, tliat it was dillicmlt to conceive liow such 
luige beasts ever got there ; but it is almost incredible what 
steep and difiicult places elephants can travel over. As the 
ground was found to be unsuitable for attempting to cjipture 
the animals by driving them up into a sole. Major Baugh's 
intention was, in this instance, merely to endeavour to drive 
them towards a more likely locality for circumventing them. 
At the same time, it was just possible that one or more of 
them might be noosed in the chase; at all events, he ex¬ 
pected an exciting run. 

The reconnoitring party having remounted their elephants, 
we all advanced slowly, and as silently as possible, towards 
the herd, which, apparently not as yet being much alarmed 
at the approach of the tame elephants, moved leisurely down 
through the jungle on the steep declivities towards the level 
forest below. Our progress was at first rather slow, our 
elephants using the greatest caution, whilst descending, in 
placing one foot firmly before venturing to move another. 
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However, we at length reached more level ground, where we 
soon overhauled the wild herd, and a most exciting chase 
now commenced. 

Immediately on viewing tlic animals, as some seven or 
eight of various sizes broke away about twenty yards in 
front from among some tall ‘‘ niirkul'' reeds, the phan- 
detes sliot ahead, l)alancing themselves, half standing, half 
kneeling, on their little pads, with nooses held ready to 
cast should they succeed in getting their elephants, which 
were being hustled along at a most astonishing pace for 
such unwieldy animals, alongside the wild ones. The 
latter, now becoming alarmed, began to increase their speed, 
though not even now to its full extent, from there being 
amongst them one or two calves wliose retreat their 
mothers were anxiously endeavouring to cover, sometimes 
shulhing along lialf sid(‘.ways as tluiy tried to look back at 
tlieir pursuers, who wen? gradually drawing nearer and 
nearer. 

The wild excitement of the pursuit now reached its 
highest ])itch. Our elephants, in addition to being driven 
lialf frantic from being urged along by the mahouts freely 
using their iron goads, and by their assistant “ char khat- 
tas ” (forage-cutters), who, as they clung on behind the 
little pads with one hand, with the other pummelled the 
poor animals most unmercifully in rear with short, heavy 
wooden clubs studded with a few iron spikes, had also 
become imbued with the general excitement, and had got 
their blood fairly up as they dashed ahead regardless of 
every obstacle. 

Onward we go, and still onward, scrambling over pros¬ 
trate trunks of trees, through dense underwood, thorny 
brakes, and tangled creepers, which snap like pack-threads 
before our elephants. Now we are bowling along across an 
open grassy glade, or rattling over the loose boulders in the 
dry bed of a water-course. Again we charge headlong into 
the forest, which resounds with the crashing of boughs and 
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dry nurkul reeds—the shrill trumpeting and snorting of 
the elephants being mingled with the sharp ejaculations of 
encouragement or abuse of their beasts from the mahouts, 
as they vie with each other in their endeavours to keep the 
wild herd in view. We have plenty to do in perpetually 
ducking eur heads and bending our bodies to avoid project¬ 
ing branches. 

Tliere goes tlie first fall ! An excited Goorkha is swept 
clean off the pad of an elephant near me by a tough 
creeper catcliing him across the middle, sending him 
s])rawliug among tlie buslies. Tliere is no stopping to pick 
him up, hut I glance back and see him on his legs again, 
lie fortunately liaviiig fallen on a soft place. Now we are 
rolling and floundering through a ipiaking bog, from the 
black tenacious mud of which the eh^phants slowly and 
with difficulty drag their feet with a succession of s(pielchy 
sucking sounds. This causes a temporary check, and gives 
the fallen Goorkha time to scramble up on to his elephant, 
an acrobatic feat he accomplislies with the assistance of the 
aniinars tail. Hut we are soon clear of the swamp, and 
still on and on we tear helter-skelter. How we, who are 
unaccustomed to such work, contrive to stick on to our small 
pads, and also to balance a gun across our knees, seems 
perfectly miraculous ; but one docs things in hot blood that 
one never dreams of being able to do in cold. 

At last a nooser has managed to lay his elephant along¬ 
side the hindermost wild one. She appears only to see the 
elephant and not its rider, who, with ready noose, eagerly 
awaits a favourable oj)portunity for casting it; consequently 
she is unaware of her real danger until she feels the rope 
on her head. But now, with a shrill trumpet, she shoots 
swiftly on, slipping away from under the noose with a lift 
of her trunk and a toss of her head. Still her maternal 
solicitude causes her again to check her speed, for her off¬ 
spring is beside her, and the phandete is once more up with 
her, and makes another unsuccessful attempt to noose her. 
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But the pace has been too severe to last, and some of 
our elephants are showing decided symptoms that such is 
the case, by beginning to tail off. , As they come straggling 
back in groups from the chase, their excited riders have 
each some wonderful tale of their prowess during the scrim¬ 
mage to relate, wliich they do with much gesticulation and 
true oriental volubility. 

Although Golab Soondrie, the elephant I rode, from for¬ 
merly having been used in the elephant-catcliing line, was 
well acquainted with the business on hand, slie could not 
keep pace with the noosers’ elephants, which were of course 
in a high state of training and condition for such work, from 
constant ju'actice. I was therefore unable to be in quite at 
tlie finish, which resulted in the capture of one of the calves 
only—its mother, after ballling all attempts to noose her, 
having at length left it to its fate. The poor little creature, 
wliich was scarcely liigger tlian a pony, was set at liberty, as 
it was considered too young to be weaned from its mother. 

The original intention of driving the herd towards a more 
practicable locality for their capture having been effectually 
carried out, we recrossed tlie Ganges as the shades of even¬ 
ing were closing around; and this glorious day’s sport was 
wound up by a chainpagne dinner given by the Khedda 
superintendent, over whose hospitable board the exciting 
incidents of the hunt were recounted and discussed. 

The piteous cries of the little calf in search of its dam, as 
they were borne across tlie river on the night breeze, and the 
frequent low rumbling noises made by the still excited tame 
elephants at their pickets, were the last sounds I heard ere I 
fell asleep. 

Next morning Afajor Baugh took us round his Khedda. 
One or two of the more recent captures were bound fast by 
their legs to trees, wdiere they rocked themselves impatiently 
to and fro, resisting all the blandishments of their attend¬ 
ants. By way of accustoming them to the human presence 
and voice, they were periodically stroked and brushed down 
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with long green boughs, the men performing this office the 
while singing songs and talking to them. One magnificent 
tusker named Scott attracted much of our attention. Al¬ 
though now the principal gladiator of the Khedda, he had 
not been very long in captivity, and still retained the proud 
free gait and high carriage of bead of his wild state. Major 
Baugh told us his behaviour before tigers was splendidly 
steady, and that on one occasion when a tiger had attemp¬ 
ted to charge him, he had actually lifted the brute with 
his trunk and sent it spinning up for yards through the 
air. 

The sagacity, and even enjoyment, which the domesticated 
elephants evince in assisting at the capture of tlieir wild 
brethren is truly nmiarkable, and the more so, as many of 
the tame ones may tliemselves have been roaming free in the 
forest only a few months before. For example, it is cus¬ 
tomary, on a wild ele])hant being captured, to conduct it 
along to camp, or to lead it from one cam])ing-ground to 
another, attaelied by strong ropes to a Klunlda elepliant on 
each side of it. lliese two warders hustle and jostle their 
prisoner along, and should he show signs of becoming obstrep¬ 
erous, belabour liim witli iron chains, wliich they carry with 
their trunks for this purpose. d1ie captive, however, gen¬ 
erally submits rather peaceably to his fate, and soon becomes 
quite tractable to the will of his two custodians. 

But to revert to our present doings on the banks of the 
Ganges. Tlie day after recrossing the river we were again 
beating up the quarters of the tigress and cubs, when sud¬ 
denly there was a cry of Mukkee ay a ! (the l)ees have 
come). Those who have never hunted in the Doon or Terai 
forests can hardly imagine the startling effect this simple ex¬ 
clamation sometimes has on a line of elephants. And per¬ 
haps this will be best understood by relating what occurred 
in our case on hearing it. 

In breaking through the underwood somebody had in¬ 
advertently disturbed a swarm of bees, which in these 
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jungles suspend their combs from a branch, and often so 
low down tliat, if the nest is hidden by foliage, an elephant 
is very apt to run foul of it. This liad in all probability 
liappened in the present instance, for the infuriated insects 

attacked both man 
and beast with such 
determined pertinac¬ 
ity, tliat the result 
was a case of sanve 
(Hii fcut, causing the 
total disorganisation 
of the whole beat. 
I'igress and cubs were 
at once forgotten as 
the line scattered 
liither and thither 
in futile attempts to 
escape from the 
bees, which followed 
some of the elephants in clouds, plying their stings so 
viciously as to even leave many of them sticking in the 
leather that covered the iron rails of the howdahs. Strange 
to say, these bees, when thus disturbed, seimi to devote their 
attention chiefly to certain elcidiants, and these they will 
follow for miles, only attacking the rest of the line occasion¬ 
ally and ill small detaelimeiits. In this case the principal 
object of their animosity was the ColoneFs elephant, which, 
though steady enough before a tiger, was quite unable to 
withstand this combined attack of little enemies. With a 
shriek of pain, slie set ofT*, tail on end, until pulled up by a 
tangled thicket of the huge “ inaljoon ” creeper, into which 
she charged headlong, in the vain hope of eluding her per¬ 
secutors. 

Being on the extreme left of the line, with the help of a 
blanket and plenty of smoke, created by the Goorkha behind 
me in the howdah burning bits of rag torn from his turban, 
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we managed almost to defy the more mild assaults made on 
our elephant. 

On getting clear of the heavy jnngle in which the bees 
had been disturbed, some sort of order was re-established, 
although many of thein pertinaciously stuck to us, and we 
did not entirely rid of the angry swarm for a long time. 
Notwithstanding each of us being ])rovided with a blanket, 
wliicli is uoually kept ready for wrapping about one’s head 
in an emergency of this sort, tliere was a visible change in 
the features of some of the party when we came to compare 
notes after our disorderly ndreat. 

Ihit the excitement of this day’s beat was not to end with 
the departure of the bees, for we had hardly got cpiit of them 
when a sound was heard, and not very far off either, that 
caused us all to ])rick up our ears. It was the deep guttural 
growl of a tig(‘r, which, judging from the angry tone of its 
voice, was in a contumacious humour. 

On we all push in line towards tlic spot from wlionce the 
sound had proceeded. J^efoin reaching it, an unexpected 
obstacle occurs in the shape of a deep narrow nullali, with 
preci]utous ])anks, and almost liidden by the long grass 
grow'ing on both sides of it. Whilst 1 am pondering in my 
mind as to what coidd have induced tlie tiger to betray its 
whereabouts in this unusual manner, Golab Soondrie has 
been making a patli for lierself by breaking down tlie steep 
bank with her feet, and her fore-([uarters are now in the 
nullah, tlie top of her liead being about level with the oppo¬ 
site hank, when, with a succession of furious hoarse grunts, a 
big strij)ed object comes rushing througli the grass towards 
us. I only catch a glimpse of the charging brute, and can¬ 
not shoot, as the elephant, from being so much taken by 
surprise at this sudden and unprovoked attack, wheels 
sharply round with a jerk that is almost enough to send me 
out of the howdah. Quick as thought, Golab Soondrie has 
her fore-legs up the bank again, and our position becomes 
rather critical, for her hind-quarters are now in the nullah, 
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and the howdah is on a level with the charging tiger. On 
comes the beast with a spring from the bank, just missing 
the back rail of the howdah, and falling with a splash into 
the shallow water in the nullah. The Goorkha in the 
kawas behind me scrambles over into my part of the 
howdah, to the side-rail of which the mahout is already 
clinging, he having jumped up from the elephant’s neck at 
the first sign of danger. Altogether there is such a general 
scrimmage, and my hands are so fully employed in holding 
on to the howdah-rails, that it is impossible to handle a rifle 
ere the ha filed tiger has slunk off and disappeared along 
the bottom of the nullah. 

The bold behaviour of this animal was, under the circum¬ 
stances, decidedly unusual; for an unwounded tiger, when 
disturbed, generally tries to steal off, if possible, unobserved, 
and seldom attacks a human being unless provoked. Even 
man-eaters, of whicli the proportion is fortunately very 
small, resort to tlio most cunning and sneaking methods 
for securing their victims. A fcn^ale, witli cubs, however, is 
often an exception to this rule, and such our friend might have 
been, tliough in this instance we failed to find lier offspring. 

A general Imtlue, next day brought tliis short liunting- 
trip in tlui Delira Doon to a close. Although not so suc¬ 
cessful a one as regards the actual slaying of tigers as 
others I might have told of, it is perhaps better calculated 
to aflord a fair idea of the general sport that was then to 
be bad in that locality, and also to show what cliance work 
it is linding these cuuiiiug and wary brutes in such heavy 
jungles, unless certain intelligence of their whereabouts 
near a fresh ‘‘ kill ” has first been obtained. Moreover, my 
experiences of tiger-sliooting are comparatively few, and in 
thrilling adventure they fall so far short of those which 
have oftentimes been graphically recounted by more practised 
hands at this noble sport, that any further narration of 
them would only be superfluous in a book which is more 
intended for describing mountain work. 
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On the outer ranges and spurs of the Himalayas rising 
abruptly from the Dehra Doon, the '' surrow ” {Ncinorlimlus 
Inihilinn), whicli is nowhere very common, was not unfre- 
fjuently met with. This curious animal, which, like the 
gooral of the Himalayas and the chamois of Europe, is one 
of tlie links between the antelope and wild goat, might 
almost l)e supposed to have a strain of the donkey as well, 
for it lias a decidedly asinine appearance, particularly about 
tlie liead. It stands about tliree feet at the shouldei’, 
wlucli is an inch or two higher than tlie croup ; and its 
build is so sturdy as almost to make its form look un¬ 
gainly and its gait clumsy. The neck is thick, short, and 
black, and is surmounted with a bristling mane of coarse 
black hair extending back over the withers, which, with 
its almost black head and large mule-like ears, grey muzzle, 
short black horns, and dark fiery eyes, give this beast a 
fierce look which its character does not bedie. Its general 
colour is a very dark kind of roan-grey, intermixed with 
black ; black dorsal stripe, and tail which is very short; 
flanks and fore-quarters reddish-brown, creamy-white from 
above the knees and hocks downwards; horns black, round, 
slightly curved, sharply pointed, sloping well backward, 
and roughly annulated for two-thirds of their length, which 
is ordinarily about 9 or 10 inches, with a circumference 
at the base of 5 or 6 inches; ears about 8 inches long; 
distinct but not very large eyepits, from which, I re- 

L 
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member in one at any rate of the specimens I shot, a 
whitish - looking discharge rather freely exuded. The 
surrow is pretty generally, though sparsely, distributed 
over the whole length of the Himalayan ranges, and from 
the higher to the outer ones. Its favourite haunts are the 
wildest of craggy, precipitous, wooded gorges where dense 
ringal ’’ (a kind of long, thin, reed-like bamboo) jungle 
abounds, in the deep, gloomy reccssc'.s of which it usually 
lies up during the day, seldom venturing abroad except in 
the very early morning and late in the evening to feed, and 
then usually only a sliort distance from its sequestered re¬ 
treat. For it is of very shy habit, although its disposition 
is so bold that it is Jilways ready to show fight when 
wounded, or even in defence of its wounded mate, with 
which, as well as with their offspring, sometimes it is found 
in company, tliough generally a solitary animal. Of its 
courage the following I know to l)e an autlientic instance. 
A female surrow had been shot by a sportsman, when, on 
his native follower approaching to secure it, a male com¬ 
panion rushed out from the dense cover liard by, and going 
for the man, sent him rolling down-hill with a butt from its 
liorns, making good its retreat ere the astonished shooter 
had time to remonstrate with his rifle. The doe is very 
similar in size and appearance to the buck, with horns of 
Almost tlie same lengtli and thickness. Its cry of alarm 
resembles a kind of sharp shriek, wliich, like the gooral, 
it emits at short and regular intervals. Wlien suddenly 
surprised it sometimes shows a strange amount of stupidity. 
I have known it stand stock-still at gaze, even after being 
shot at, if missed. But once started it rushes off headlong 
regardless of every obstacle in the shape of rough precipi¬ 
tous ground, seldom stopping to look back. Its ordure, 
like that of the musk-deer, is generally found deposited 
together in large lieaps. In the Kumaon district, and also, 
I believe, in l^epal, it is called tahr ” or “ thar ; the 
tahr proper being there called ‘‘jharrel.” On the more 
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eastern Himalayas a red-coloured variety of the surrow 
occurs, but even more sparsely, I am told, than its darker- 
skinned relative of the more western ranges. 

In one of my many shikar trips among the mountains 
adjacent to Delira Doon, I was exceptionally fortunate in 
coming {' I’oss several of these rather uncommon nonde¬ 
script animals. On this short excursion I started with a 
brother oiiiccr wlio, althoiigli not a sportsman, was an 
ardent admirer of nature. Our objective point was a 
singularly shaped craggy liill, called Gopee Cliund tceha 
(hill), which formed a prominent feature of the outer ranges 
where it was situated. 

Amongst the native folk-lore of this locality were many 
wild legends concerning this hill. It was said to have 
derived its name from a rajah of bygone days, who, with 
his boon companions of his court, used to carry on thc^ir 
revels and midnight orgies in his palatial lialls, which were 
supposed to have once stood on the site of the bare grey 
crags and bigh cliffs formed by landslips, wliere tlio eagle 
now lias its eyrie and the gooral roams free. lUit Jiajah 
Gopee Chiiiid having suddenly been stricken with remorse 
for his past vices and follies, resolved to become a jogee 
(religious devotee) for the rest of his days. On liis turn¬ 
ing jogee it ajipeared that be must in some mysterious 
manner have acipiired supernatural powers, as prior to. 
setting out on his lifelong pilgrimage he converted his 
castle and all its belongings into tlie rugged grey rocks 
that now form tlie hill. 

By the natives it was snpposcid that the game on Gopee 
Chnnd hill bore charmed lives. Indeed 1 had almost reason 
for fancying that such was the case; for, plentiful as game 
was there, never before, when going over it, liad 1 been able 
to shoot a single bead. This time, however, I succeeded in 
breaking the spell by making two such wonderful shots, or 
flukes, and under circumstances so peculiar, that it seemed 
as though the spirit of the qtwruiam rajah had transferred 
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the favour hitherto conferred on the wild denizens of the 
hill to me. 

We had reached the spot where we intended to encamp, 
which was a small saddle-like fiat connecting Gopee Chimd 
with another hill, and commanding a view of a mighty preci- 
ice tliat extended almost from summit to base of the former 
pn almost a sheer wall of nearly 1000 feet high—the scene 
iof a recent landslip. We were resting among some rocks 
awaiting the arrival of the men who were following us up 
the steep track with our traps, when I chanced to notice two 
brown objects moving among the crags above the precipice. 
They were so high above us, and in the distance looked so 
small, that we at first thought they were monkeys, as also did 
some of our sliarp-eyed hill-men, wlio had just arrived and 
were d(‘positing tlieir loads ; but on bringing the spy-glass to 
bear on them, it showed they were gooral, so 1 lost no time in 
trying to circumvent them. Leaving my compaiiion seated 
on the rocks ])elow, from whence he could command a view 
of tlie whole proceedings, 1 commenced working upwards 
along the edge of the precipice, wlierc the ground was fa¬ 
vourable for the stalk, until I got within what I judged to 
be well over 200 yards of the animals. Nearer than this I 
could in no way a])proach them without their detecting me; 
so there was notliing left but to chance a long shot, with 
little ho])e of hitting such a small mark at so great an angle 
upward. They were now standing motionless, apparently 
watching the men moving about below; and their colour so 
much resembled the ground they were on, that I again had 
recourse to the glass to enable me, before shooting, to clearly 
distinguish their outlines from those of the rocks among 
which they stood. >Steadying my elbows on a convenient 
slab of stone, 1 took a careful and deliberate aim at the 
larger of tlie two and let drive. It staggered for a few 
moments, and then, toppling over, fell on to a narrow ledge 
about 50 feet below it in the precipice, close above the brink 
of which it had been standing. Off this it shot down through 
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space. I watched it almost with a thrill of awe, as it went 
whirling through the air, until the latter part of its descent 
was hid from my view by t]u‘. crags that projected over tlie 
profound depth below. So fascinated was I by this extra¬ 
ordinary, I may almost call it appalling spectacle, that at 
first I forgot to notice wliat had become of the other gooral. 
1 now observed it climbing away over the steep rocks, so I 
chanced the contents of tlie second barrel at it. Tlie bullet 
must have sliaved, if it did not strike it, for it seemed to 
crouch down for a few seconds before linally disap])earing. 

T now got back to where I had left my com])anion below. 
Ke liad been able to see tlie falling gooral for the whole 
length of its tremendous descent, during which, lie said, it 
had only touched the rocks twice. 1 afterwards ascertained, 
with my mountain aneroid, that the drop was almost a sheer 
1000 feet. 

As we sat tliere watching our little tents being pitched, 
tlie noise made by the men who had gone down to fetch tlie 
fallen gooral disturhc'd another that laid been reixising in 
some secluded niche beside the big preci})ice. Across the 
face of this the sure-footed creature took its way along an 
jdmost imperceptible ledge, wliieli could only liave been a 
few inches wide. AVhen aliout half-way over it stojiped, 
with its head craned forward to gaze down at the men, who 
had just reached the dead beast l)el()W\ 

I signalled to tlie men who were pitehing the tents a short 
distance below where my companion and I were seated, to 
bring me up my rifle (wliicb I had left tbere), witli the idea 
of taking a sky shot at tlie beast, but without a notion of 
being able to hit it; for, altliough nearly on a level with ns, 
it was fully 300 yards off. Sighting for tliat distance, I lay 
down and took my shot. Judge of our astonishment, tlien, 
at seeing the animal fall from the ledge and drop clear 500 
feet, down almost beside where, on a steep sloping chaos of 
loose rocks and ddhris that had originally slipped from the 
precipice above, the first gooral lay, and nearly on to the 
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heads of the men who were preparing to shoulder it. The 
mangled remains of the two goorals were. soon brought up, 
when we were surprised to find them much less smashed 
and torn than might have been expected, owing probably to 
their having fallen so clear of rocks. 

The rifle that served me so well on this occasion, as well 
as on many another—although seldom, if ever, with such 
astonishing results—is still in my possession : a *450 bore, 
double, muzzle-loading Whitworth; and never was bullet 
thrown from a more trusty weapon. The dear old-fashioned 
thing, there it stands in tlic rack before me now as I write, 
and there it shall remain fis a memento, nothing more, of 
many a happy day passed with it among the fells and forests 
of the grand old Himalayas. 

In the evening 1 climbed u]) to the spot where the com¬ 
panion of the first gooral I had killed had disajipeared, 
but found nothing on its tracks to sliow that it had been 
wounded. 

After turning in at night, when all else was silent and still, 
we heard eerie sounds and a weird-like rustling of wings, 
as if the restless spirits of the haunted mountain were flit¬ 
ting through the air. But I soon discovered they proceeded 
from several nightjars that w'ere flying to and fro close over 
the camp, having probably been attracted by the moonshine 
on the white tents. In the uncertain light, I at first took 
them for woodcocks, which, among tlie higher ranges, some¬ 
times come hovering over the camp-fires after nightfall. 

On the fourth day we shifted our tents a few miles, to a 
ridge that overlooked the Boon stretcliing away like a big 
green map far below. Early in the nioriiing, whilst search¬ 
ing for game with my shikaree along a circuitous route 
towards our new camp, I noticed, away on the sky-line, the 
dark form of an animal which the glass showed to be a 
surrow. We waited until it moved out of sight beyond the 
steep-sloping ridge on which it had been standing, and then 
made the best of our way there. We were clambering 
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round the rocky shoulder of the ridge, when I caught sight 
of the animal a short distance below me; but having got 
wind of us in some manner, it rattled away down the rucks, 
and before I could cover it with the rifle, was out of sight 
in a deep wooded “ klnid'' ^ immediately beneath. 

As I stood on a projectine crag, disappointedly gazing 
down in tlie direction tlie siirrow had gone, the head and 
shoulders of another suddenly emerged from behind a rock 
not twenty yards below me. I was considerably out of 
breath from climbing, and tlie space 1 had almost to balance 
myself on was so limited and so directly over the animal, 
that I missed it, or at any rate made a sliockingly bad shot. 
It must, however, have touched the beast somewhere, for I 
was close enougli to hear it give a low kind of grunt, as it 
dashed off, like a rocket, downwards after its companion. 
We followed a short way on its bloodless trail, and then, feel¬ 
ing much mortiiied at Jiiy niullisli ])erformanc(;, made straight 
for our new camp, wliich had been pitched on the ridge 
running along tlie ojiposite side of the wide khud, in the 
dark silent depths of which the suri’ow had taken refuge. 

After a late breakfast, as 1 sat deliberating as to whether 
it would be worlh while turning out idl onr men to search 
the gorge below, on the faint chance of finding the surrow 
lying wounded there, one of them came running to tell me 
he had seen a surrow moving among the rocks and bushes 
far down on the opposite face of the kliiid. On taking a 
look through the glass there, 1 saw the beast, and, strange 
to say, not very far from where our two friends of the morning 
had been lost sight of. We watclied it until it moved 
behind some bushes, and as it did not reappear, we con¬ 
cluded it must have lain down there; so I at once arranged 
for attempting a drive, the ground being rather unfavour¬ 
able for a stalk- Sending some men round behind the 

^ “Khud,” or “khalla,*' is the native term for a steep-sided, V-shaped 
gorge, as pakhan " is for a precipice, “ khanta ” for crags, and “ pShar” or 
“teeba” for a mountain or hill. 
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ridge above the bit of cover the surrow had entered, I pro¬ 
ceeded to take up a position coninianding as much of the 
steep broken ground below it as possible, thinking that the 
animal would be certain to make for the dense ringals at 
the bottom of the gorge. At last one of the men appeared 
on the ridge, and ])ointing significantly towards the bushes, 
soon drove tfje animal out by flinging down a stone. But 
the cunning brute must liave detected me below, for instead^ 
of coining downwards, as I had every reason to expect, it;S 
took a slant upwards, and never stopped until it disappeared 
over the sky-line far away at the head of the glen ; so I had 
once more to return dejectedly to the tents. 

That evening one of the men reported his liaviiig seen, in 
the gloaming, a surrow moving among tlie oak-trees near the 
head of tlie glen, wlien fetcliing water for camp from a spring 
tliere,—probably tlie animal we liad driven from its usual 
liaunt returning to rejoin its companion. Bor surrow seem to 
be very domestic in their liabits, with respect to tiieir family 
ties ; but as tlieir homes are rather extensive and difficult of 
access, an interview witli tliem is by no means easy to obtain. 

Next day being Sunday, we gave ourselves and tlie siir- 
row a rest. As we reclined on the grass near our tents, 
enjoying the cool evening breeze and looking down on the 
forest-clad Doon 4000 feet below, the prospect was singu¬ 
larly beautiful. The sun was sinking, like a fiery red ball, 
in the liaze that dimmed the distant plain stretching away 
beyond the low irregular line of the Sewalik hills ; whilst 
behind us, over the tree-tops, rose the pale full moon like a 
liuge silver globe. Again the surrow was seen just before 
dark by our men who were fetching water, so I determined 
to organise a regular beat through the gorge on the morrow. 

Early next morning 1 worked over some old landslips 
eastward of our cam]), the long steep slopes of which, where 
not too rocky and precipitous, were now clothed with spear- 
grass and brushwood, inters])ersed Iiere and there with oak 
and cheer-trees.^ On one of my previous visits to this 

^ The cheer-tree [Pimis lomji/oUa) much resemhles the Scotch fir, but with 
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locality I had killed a fine surrow there; this time, how¬ 
ever, I saw only one or two gooral and a barking-decr. I 
may here give an instance, which came under my observa¬ 
tion, of liow wild animals may recover from bad wounds. 
On one occasion when hunting on this ground, I shot at a 
gooral—0 *3 of a herd of five or six—wliicli went off with 
its fore-leg so smashed that I even found bits of bone on 
i^s track. The following year I was shooting there again 
at the same season—November—wlien 1 saw wliat was 
doubtless the identical lierd on almost exactly the same 
spot, and sliot one out of it. This animal was found to 
have a stiff knee-joint, the leg having evidently been broken 
by a bullet, but the bones had reunited in a long indurated 
lump ; and I have little doubt but that it was the same 
gooral 1 had wounded there just a year before. 1 have the 
bone thus mended by nature now in my possession. 

In the forenoon all our forces were marshalled, and most 
of them ])laced under command of old TIookmee, the local 
shikaree, to be dis])osed in the Jiianner he tliought best for 
driving tlie gorge })elow. Strict injunctions were given th<'it 
no other noise was to be inade than an occasional tap with 
a stick on a tree-sttmi, except by the scentts posted on points 
of vantage to watch the gorge as the be-«aters moved down 
it, and to signal Ity voice any movements of our game they 
might detect therein. TItis precaution regarding noise is 
always necessary when driving deer in cover, as the beaters 
usually make such an infernal row, and the game gets so 
bewildered by tlieir echoing voices, that a beast is just as 
likely to break back as to rush madly forward in its terror, 
instead of moving on leisurely, as it otherwise would be 
pretty certain to do. 

Whilst Hookmee is proceeding with his small army of 
beaters towards the head of the glen, 1 start off to take up 
a position far down it, on a sort of promontory, overlooking 
as much as possible the main gorge on the left, as well as a 

longer and paler-green .spine.s. It is tlic commonest kiiid of pine that grows 
on the lower and middle ranges. 
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smaller lateral one on the right, running into the main one 
just below me, and up which offshoot Hookmee says the 
surrow may possibly take. 

As I sit there expectant among the rocks, being half 
baked by the hot March sun, I can hear the beaters as they 
come slowly down through the ringals and trees in the khud, 
but only the sound of their tapping-sticks, for old Hookmee 
has got them well in hand, rrcsently a voice comes from 
high up on the opposite side of the glen. It proceeds from 
one of the scouts stationed there, calling my attention to two 
surrow he can see passing along the rocky face below me on 
the left; but the ground is so steex^ there, that to me they 
are invisible. Again ho shouts that tliey have turned up 
the smaller gorge to the right, and T have not long to wait 
before a rustle among the dry fallen’ leaves apx)rises me that 
something is corning up it. But the beast keeps so well 
concealed in the thick cover, that it X)asses on without giv¬ 
ing a chance for a shot. It is followed almost immediately 
by its companion, which suddenly detecting me, turns shari^- 
ly round, and, under cover of the brushwood, makes for the 
opposite ridge of the ravine. More fortunately for me than 
for the surrow, it has to traverse an open bit of steep ground 
before it can reach the ridge; 1>ut a bullet from the Whit¬ 
worth catching it in rear, turns it back. It stands for a few 
seconds as if bewildered, when another bullet causes it to 
totter back down towards the cover at the bottom of the 
ravine. A movement among the bushes below me now at¬ 
tracts my attention, and almost directly I catch sight of the 
first surrow, which, probably missing its mate, has returned 
in search of him, and is now standing broadside on, in a 
small open S]}ace among the brushwood, within fifty yards. 
The contents of my second weapon, a miniature '360 ex¬ 
press, sent into its shoulder, floors it at once in its tracks. 

I now devote my attention to the other surrow, which I 
find is so sick as to be incapable of moving away. I have 
hardly settled it with the “ pea-shooter,” when again I hear 
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shouts from a marker. He has seen yet another surrow, 
which, he says, has crossed the foot of the lateral gorge, and 
is now moving beyond it along the precipitous face on my 
side of the main one. I at once send several of the beaters, 
who have just joined me, round to try and intercept the 
animal, bet the ground there is too steep and difficult for 
them to travel over. All they can do is to shell the place 
with big sLones, so I am not surprised tliat he gives us the 
slip. Nor am I mucli disap])oiiited either, being quite satis¬ 
fied with the two animals secured. 

One of tlie dead beasts had a half-liealed bullet-hole in 
its ear, and was most probably the iirst surrow I had seen 
and shot at a few days before, not very far from where it 
had now fallen. Roth were good specimens—a buck and 
a doc—and carried alnlost equally long horns. 

As nearly all our manceuvres had taken plac e within sight 
of the camp, my companion on this trip laid once more an 
opportunity of watching tliem almost from liis tent. This was 
a very satisfactory termination to our pleasant week's holiday. 


/ 



/ 'illume, Gurhtual Mvuftiains, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Towakds tlic middle of a very hot summer in the Punjab, I 
started for the Himalayas on two montlis’ leave. From con¬ 
stant confinement indoors—where tlie sojourner in the plains 
of India during the hot season is constrained to shut himself 
up all day in a darkened room to avoid the intense heat and 
glare—I liad been getting into tliat unliap])y frame of mind 
whicli makes life almost a burden, and from want of sulFi- 
cient light and fi’esli air, my face was rapidly assuming the 
blanclied ap])eaiaiice presented by tlie inside of a tied-up 
cabbage. After this dreaiy monotonous sort of existence, 
it can easily be imagined with what keen delight I looked 
forward to Ijeing once more free to roam among the pine- 
forests and snowy regions of the Cashmere mountains. 

My intention this time was to hunt markhor on the 
western end of the Pir Punchal range, above the sources of 
the Poiiyar river. I chose this locality because I kiuiw it 
liad not ]>een much hunted over for several seasons, although 
it had not as great a reputation for big markhor as other 
places I had visited. 

If one wishes to have good st)ort in a foreign land, the 
first and most iin]K)rtant thing to be done is to endeavour 
as much as possible to ingratiate one’s self with the people 
of the country in the vicinity of one’s hunting-ground. 
Acting upon this principle, which I liave always put into 
practice, I proceeded to pay my respects to a nawab (native 
gentleman) who was the proprietor of part of the land I 
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wished to shoot over. Ilis residence was some six miles 
from Uri, on the Murrce route to Cashmere, but he hap¬ 
pened to he at Uri tlie day I reached that place. Shortly 
after my arrival, an individual of very imposing mien, and 
extensively arrayed in the sporting style of costume usually 
aflected the impostor class of Cashmere shikaree, swag¬ 
gered lip in the most confident manner and offered his 
services. On being informed that tliey were not required, 
he turned on his lieel and stalked proudly away. He, 
however, continued to prowl about in the vicinity, and in 
the afternoon, just bedbre 1 startt‘d, again presented himself, 
when, by way of getting rid of him, 1 pointed to one of the 
heaviest loads, and told him that if he chose he might carry 
it, wliicli olfer lie treated, as 1 expected, with silent con¬ 
tempt, and disappeared. The next time I saw my friend, 
he had divested himself of most of his fine garments, and 
his line airs also, and was toiling up a liill with the identical 
heavy load on his hack. .Finding 1 \vas not to be taken in, 
1 fancy he laid thouglit better of it. Thougli 1 luive called 
him an impostor witli regard to his capabilities as a shikaree, 
he was anything but one in his projier capacity as a weight- 
carrier; for, to iU) liim justice, he aftm'wards tunnel out to 
be one of the most willing and hard-working men 1 em¬ 
ployed, and whenever there was anything to be done that 
required more than ordinary strength and activity, Kazima 
was always to the front. 

From IJri 1 was accompanied by the Nawab, wlio beguiled 
the time passed on our way with accounts of tlio kind of 
sport I was likely to get, and also with some of his own 
hunting experiences—for both he and his younger brother 
were men of sporting proclivities—and on our arrival at his 
village after dark, nothing could exceed his hospitality and 
attention to all my wants. 

The following day was devoted to purchasing a stock of 
supplies for my men and making a few final preparations 
for our mountain work. The Nawah provided me with his 
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two best shikarees—Gamoo and Hatlia. The former was 
a very intelligent little man, with a bright good-humoured 
countenance ; the latter, who acted under Gamoo’s orders, 
was an active, willing fellow. 

Before proceeding further, it may be as well to give a 
slight descri[)tion of the noble animal we were about to seek. 
The inarkhor {Capra mcgaccro^i), or, in English, snake-eater, 
so called from his being supposed by the hill-men to be what 
his name implies,^ is witliout doubt the finest animal of the 
wild-goat tribe. There are several known localities in the 
northern Himalayas and in the mountains on the north-west 
frontier where it is met with, besides the comparatively un¬ 
known ones more northward, and in each of those known it 
differs slightly, principally in the shape of the horns. The 



horns of the variety found on the Pir Ihmchal and Kajiiag 
ranges, west of the Cashmere valley, have three or four spiral 
curls in the shape of a cork-screw, and sometimes grow to an 

1 It may not be generally known that goats are ordinarily addicted to 
snake-eating,—so say the highland herdsmen, at any rate. 
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extraordinary length. I measured one that was 63 inches 
following the twist, and considerably over a yard straight. 
But this was an exceptionally fine specimen, and only a 
single horn, which was purchased at a village. The mar- 
kiior found on tlie more northern mountains of the Cashmere 
territory r.re in colour ami size much the same as those of 
the Pir IHnielial, but tbcir horns have fewer turns, although 
they grow ecpially long, and, as a rule, more massivu;. 
Marklior are there somcitimes found on the same ground 
with ibex. In the Dehrajat country, west of the Indus, the 
markhorarc sonu‘what smaller, with horns sliorter, straighter, 
and screwing more 8har])ly, like a twisted ribbon. Those 
fouiul on the hills north and east of the Peshawar valley 
appear to carry horns of a siz(^ and twist something midway 
between tlie Pir Ihiiukal and the Dehrajat varieties, judging 
from tlie only two s})ecimens 1 saw from that locality. 

A full-grown buck of tlie Pir Punchal stands about 44 
indies at tlie sliouldcr. Jake most oilier wild animals, the 
appearance of its coat varies witli tin* si^asons. During 
the spring and early summer the colour of its sliaggy body 
and of its face is a dii’ty yellowish white. Towards winter 
it becomes more of a brownish grt*y. The legs are brown. 
From the throat and all down the chest flows a dark-hrown 
beard or mane, sometimes so long as almost to sweep the 
ground, which, with its huge V-sliaped spiral horns, gives 
this animal a truly maj(;stic appearance. The average 
length of really good horns ought to he nearly, if not 
quite a yard, measured without the twist, but they occa¬ 
sionally exceed tliis considerably. The circumference at 
the base is sometimes almost a foot. The doe, which is 
called “ bukree,” simply meaning slie-goat, is not more than 
half the size of the full-grown buck. She is of a uniform 
light-brownish dun, and carries small spiral horns which 
seldom attain a length of more than 15 inches. The young 
bucks, called rind,” are not easily distinguished in a herd 
from the does, with which they are generally found in com- 
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pany. Tlie old hoary bucks only are termed markhor, and 
like the ibex and tlie tahr, they generally herd separately 
from the does during summer. The females do not, I think, 
usually have more than one kid, as I saw many of them 
with their young, ])ut never with twins. 

Marklior seem generally to prefer steep, stony landslips, 
precipitous grassy slopes, and rocky acclivities clad more or 
less with pine and birch, to the more open ground near the 
upper snow-fields and glaciers; conscc|uently their pursuit 
is sometimes attended with even more difficulty and danger 
tlian tliat of ibex—for the earth in such places is often 
so friable, loose, and rotten, and the short dry grass is so 
smootli and slip})ery, as to make the footing there most 
tnuiclierous. Even in the d(^i)t]i of winter tlie old bucks 
stddom ({uit their fastnesses, where they arc said thou to 
subsist chielly on ])ine-shoots. 

Trusting that my inqierfect description of the '‘king of 
wild goats,'’ as Gauioo called him, may have given some 
idea of liis appearance and liabits, we will now start for 
his wild (Ioniain. 

Oamoos intention was first to make straight for a remote 
and loiicdy tract of the mountains, wliere he thought the big 
old Inicks were pretty sure to he found at that season—June 
—and which it would take us at least three days to reach. 
After packing off tlie men carrying the loads, with directions 
to pitch our little camp at a suitable spot, known to Gamoo, 
sonu‘ distances down the otlier side of a lofty range tliat rose 
ahont a mile or two hehind the village, I started at an early 
hour under the guidance of the sliikarees. Although at that 
time of year great old marklior were not likely to be met 
with so low down, a chance might be got at a rind (young 
male), a musk-deer, or a hear. 

After several liours’ hard climbing along rough stony beds 
of water-courses, up slopes of loose dt%is, and through steep 
pine-forests, we at length neared the upper part of the range. 
As we continued to ascend, the ground became more rugged 
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and precii>itous. Broad patches of melting snow, in many 
places very deep, still lay on the mountain-side, often form¬ 
ing a treacherous covering over gullies hidden by it, or to 
slippery ])ranches of birch bushes that lay pressed down by 
itS|j.weight along the steep ground beneath, and on which 
our feet v ^ re continually either slipping or tripping. 

What a glorious panorama presented itself from the sum¬ 
mit of the itingc where I sat down to rest and to enjoy this 
inagniticent prospect of niountain^liiled behind mountain, 
stretching away as hxr as the eye could reach 1 The day 
was one of tliosii when, from the sky being overcast, the 
light was of that dull subdued kind, which gave to the 
more distant ranges an intense dark-blue tint, causing 
them to apjxear more sohunn in their grandeur, and the 
valleys lying between them more profound in their depth, 
than had they been lighted up by the glare of a bright 
noonday sun. And tlic heavy pall of cloud that rested on 
son^of the liigher mountains threw a gloomy shade over 
their, snow-clad sid(^s immediately beneath, giving one a 
vague and an exaggerated idea of the height of their hid¬ 
den crests. 

•A thin l)lue line of smoke curling lazily up from a shel¬ 
tered s[)ot among the pine-trees far below, showed us that 
tlie men with tlio loads had reached the place where it was 
intended we should pass the night. I was not, however, 
destined to reach it without the occurrence of a rather seri¬ 
ous accident, which nearly brought my shooting-trip to a 
premature end. 

The chilling wind that blew over the ridge, off the snow, 
reminded me, as I sat admiring the view, that it was not 
advisable to remain inactive. We therefore commenced 
descending towards the camp. The declivity, although very 
steep, would not have been difficult to traverse had not the 
gi'ound been covered with a layer of half-melted slushy 
snow, which made the footing slippery and uncertain. I 
was walking rather carelessly, and happened to place one of 

M 
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my feet, on winch I was wearing straw poolas} on a smooth 
birch branch that lay liiddeii beneath the snow, when my 
legs seemed suddenly to fly from under me, and away I 
went slithering down the steep sloi)e. Fortunately I did 
not go very far; but wluui I piched myself up, which I did 
with the assistance of my two men, who ran down after me, 

I felt uncommonly sore all over, and there was a painful, 
partially numbed scms.ation about my left shoulder and arm 
that made me feel rather faint. On recovering from the 
shock, T soon became aware, from the position of my arm 
a,nd my inability to move it, of the disagreeable fact that I 
had put my shoukh'r out. 

If(uxi was an awkward predicannmt to be in. I was 
sitting on a hillside*, as sbiO]) as a house-roof, with a dislo¬ 
cated shoulder, and no surgical .aid within at least four ' 
days’ journ(*y. Had as matters seemed, 1 could not but 
be amused aX flu* ludicrous ]Mc.ture of heli)lcss concern pre- 
S(‘.nted by my two companions, moi’c ])articularly by old 
(ianioo, who (a)\il(l do nothing but call on the name of 
th(^ l‘ro]>het for lu‘l]). Hatha was the iirst to regain his^ 
wits, he having juaiuiied, more* fortunately for me th.an for 
iiiin, some*, knowlcdgt* of an accident of the kind by a 
similar oiu* having formerly iiap]>cned t.o himself; and from 
its occasional recurrence, which is, 1 now know by experi¬ 
ence, often the case with dislocations, he had become rather 
e.xpert in its tivatment. being fully alive to the necessity 
for imnuMliatii action, I directed the men to liaul away at 
iny arm, whi(‘li they did for some time, with no better 
result lliau to make me leel very faint. This treatment 
having failed, with some diflieuK.y T stood up on the steep 
sloi)e, whilst Hatha made a lever of my arm, with Gamoo’s 
sh()ulder under it for a fulcrum, l^ly own weight on one 

^ IIol)-nailed boots I found safer, on the steep slippery Kslopes of dry grass so 
common in inarklior ground, than poofas^ which on these dangerous slopes 
become very ilry, and consoquontly are apt to slide ; so it is m well to be 
provided with both. 
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side and a steady pull at the arm on the other, had the 
desired effect, for I could again luove the limb ; and on 
examination, llatlia, with a grin of satisfaction, pronounced 
it to be all right. 

At the camping-place I found the Nawab and liis 
brother, w]o were carrying out Van rites of hos])itality to 
their fullest extent, by escorting me as far as tlie confines 
of their pi-.j)erty. Their apparent concern, on liearing of 
my mishap, was almost a.s great as tliat of tlie sliikarees, 
and many were the remedies suggested, whicli were about 
as useless as they were well meant. 

I had considerable difliculty in getting out of my upper 
garments that niglit, and still more in getting into them 
again next morning; but as the Nawabs were bent on 
showing me a drive for game, I was determined to try and 
go out, even although 1 might be unable to use a gun, 
rather than disap])oint them. Fortunately, the jdace where 
Gamoo, as the Nawa])’s head gameh'ee])er, planted me, was 
not far distant; so I sat down at the root of a pine-tree, 
there to await the advent of anything that might turn up. 
'The oidy animal that ]>ut in an ap])earance was a half- 
grown black bc'ar, at whicli 1 was aide to “loose off” by 
supporting the idle against tlie trunk of the tree heside me. 
1 almost think I must have hit the beast, for with a loud 
“ yeeough ” it staggered back and disappeared down the 
hill. The Nawab and his brother, who were with the 
beaters, had seen two musk-deer, but nothing was bagged. 
My hosjdtable friends took their departure next morning, 
and I proceeded on my way ; but, from my shoulder being 
stiff and painful to move, I was forced to take matters 
pretty easily for a day or two, until we reached our first 
hunting-ground. 

During our short stay here I shot a young buck, one of 
a herd of five that we found feeding on a very steep and 
bare slope of short slippery grass. Down this declivity the 
stricken animal went tumbling and sliding at a most fear- 
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ful rate, until it was lost to sight a thousand feet or so 
below. Ditficult and dangerous as already was the walk¬ 
ing over such a smootli sloping surface, it was rendered 
even worse by lieavy rain wliicli liad fallen during the 
night. Two black hctars and a brown one had shown 
tlieinselves at long distances, and also some rinds and does ; 
but as there wme; no fresli marks of large bucks, we deter¬ 
mined to try otlier ground. 
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Ch;EAT old iiiarkhor mo always didicult to find, owing 
cliieily to tlieir usually aflbotiiig such inaccessible places, 
and generally where ilie -jirecipitous ground is tolerably 
well clothed with pines and birches. Chiinoo now proposed 
that we should bivouac liigli up among the pine-trees on 
a neigldjouring spur, on the fartlier side of wliich he was 
confident we should find some old fellows. Accordingly, in 
the early morning the little tents were struck, and directions 
left to have them ])itched wherever sufficient space could 
be found beside the torrent at tlui bottom of the deep nar¬ 
row valley we had to cross; whilst the shikarees and I went 
on to the new ground, taking with us two or three men 
to carry our food and blankets. 

After a long and tiresome descent, succeeded by a tedious, 
hard climb, much of it being up a landslip, where the steep 
stony ground was so unstable as to make the foothold bad, 
we reached our destination late in the afternoon. On our 
way we knocked at the door of the residence of a bear in a 
hollow pine-trunk, our attention having been attracted to it 
by the fresh marks of claws on the bark, where the occupant 
had clambered up to the entrance-hole. Mr Bruin was, 
however, either not at home,” or too lazy to pay any 
attention to our summons. 

The evening was spent in making ourselves as snug as 
possible for tlie night. It was dreadfully cold up liere, the 
ground being partially covered with patches of snow. A 
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lot of dry pine-logs were collected in a heap, and as the 
shades of night gathered in, a huge bonfire was cheerily 
crackling and blazing away, dispelling the surrounding 
darkness, as the ruddy glow was reflected on the nearer 
pine steins and Ijranches, or penetrated into the gloomy 
recesses of tlie forest. A tin-can of soiq) was soon heating 
over the fire, and tliick cakes were placed under the hot 
ashes to bake, first liaviiig l^een wrappcul up in several 
layers of fresh larch-bark,^ wliicli gives them a nice flavour 
and prevfaits their being burnt. In this manner the evening 
meal was not long in lieing ])re])ared, and discussed with a 
relish sehloni e\])ericnced except under such circumsbiiices. 
The fragrant wimmI was lit, and a luni]) of snow put into the 
kettle to boil, and a glass of “hot with’’ mixed, ere turning 
in on a soft coucli formed of pine-branches so arranged that 
only the tender s[)routs remain ui)])ejniost. 

1 may ]u‘i*e rtunark that althoiigli a glass of hot grog is 
very gratidiil and cuanforting to the Himalayan sportsman 
afUu* he has done his day’s work, lie will, I think, find cold 
teji far better than spirits juid water, both for (pienching his 
thirst and working u]m)u during tlui day. 

]>y daybreak we were on the move towards the wooded 
steeps and ]>r(H‘ipices above. After an unsuc(‘essful morning’s 
work, 1 took the spy-glass to have a linal search over the 
ground before descemling to our bivouac for breakfast. 

they are ! 1 have tliein at last, a herd of eleven in 

all; and though they are so far oil’ that we cannot distinctly 
make out the length of their horns, w(i can tell, from the 
white colour and size of their bodies, that the three fore¬ 
most fellows are old markhor. They are slowly moving up 
to liigher regions after their morning meal, and (lamoo says 
they will be pretty sure to descend in the afternoon towards 

^ Bircli-bark is a staple commodity of commerce in Cashmere, where its 
thin under-layers almost entirely take the place of i>apcr with the shop¬ 
keepers for wrapping up the purchases of their customers, besides for the 
many other useful purposes to which it is applied. 
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the same feeding-ground. Under these circumstances it is 
useless attem})tiiig to approach tlieiii at present: we there¬ 
fore continue to watch lliem until they are hidden from our 
sight, and then descend to our bivouac, intending, after 
breakfast, to make the best of our way to the spot where 
tliey were last seen, there to await tlieir return. 

Our meal is soon despatched, and we are off again. Our 
progress, however, is slow, for the ground is very difficult, 
and much time is taken up in digging footsteps across bad 
places. We take little, lieed of a buck tahr^ (here called 
''jagla”), though he might lie easily stalked were we not in 
pursuit of otluu' game, which a shot might disturb; and 
after several hours of climbing and scrambling along, we at 
length reach our goal. 

Dense masses of murky cloud and rolling mist have been 
for some time gatluahig about the crags above us, and dis¬ 
tant rumblings of thunder herald an approaching storm. 
Tlie rain, which soon begins to fall pretty smartly, combined 
witli a cutting (‘.old wind, almost benunihs my limbs—for, 
in my anxiety to be after the niarkhor, I have forgotten my 
usual })recautioii of bringing a Idanket with me. Patiently 
we sit there huddled together, our teeth cliatteriiig and 
bodies shivering with cold, and 1 am Just about to suggest 
the propriety of returning to a s])ot where we intended 
passing the night, when the rattle of a falling stone, de¬ 
tached somewdierc far up in the mist, falls faintly upon our 
cars. 

“ They’re coming down now,” whispers Gamoo, followed 
by a suggestion that we should get more under cover of 
the ridge of the spur on which we have posted ourselves. 
Anxiously we crouch there, straining our ears to catch 
the slightest sound; but nothing more is heard save the 
soft patter of falling droi)s, the echoing claps of thunder, 
and the sough of the wind among the swaying pine- 

^ On tlie Pir Punchal the tahr is fm[ueutly found on the same ground as 
the markhor. 
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brandies, until I begin to think the falling stone must 
have been loosened by the rain. But listen !—again the 
rattle of loose stones, and tliis time much nearer. Oh for 
a break in tlie dense mist that is scudding past, to give us 
a sight of the markhor, wliich, there is now no doubt, are 
on their way down to wliere they fed in the morning ! At 
last fortune seems to be going to favour us, for the rain 
ceases, and the pall of cloud is gradually lifting, as rock 
and tree above begin to loom indistinctly through the flying 
va])our. 

“ Loojk i ” again whispers (himoo, his voice trembling with 
excitement, as he ])oints in the direction of several tall ])ine- 
trees on a ridge some distance from and considerably higlier 
tlian the spur that conceals us. About a couple of hundred 
yards beyond two of tlieir massive stems—which form, as 
it were, a kind of huge rustic* framing—such a truly wild 
tableau as seldom is witnessed becomes gradually disclosed 
to view. TJie undefined form of a stately markhor is 
emerging like a spectre from the mist, slowly wending 
his way downward, lie is immediately followed by an¬ 
other, and yet another, equal in size to himself, whilst a 
string of smaller animals bring uj) the rear. As the leader 
readies a broad ledge jutting out under a dark beetling crag, 
he wlieels suddenly round and butts at one of Lis big fol¬ 
lowers, which, with lowered head, is ready to receive him. 
After a tilt or two, the leading buck advances to the brink 
of the ledge, where lie gazes })roudly about liim for a short 
time, and then lies down with a listless confident air, as 
if quite satisfied with the security of his exalted position. 
How noble he looks, as he reclines there with his grand 
head towards us, his massive lioriis standing out in relief 
against the dark background of overhanging rock 1 I can 
almost count the hairs of his flowing beard as I watch him 
through the glass. The remainder of the herd have all 
trooped down behind him, and form an almost supernatural¬ 
looking group of wild beings, which seems to dissolve gradu- 
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ally away as the veil of mist again steals up and conceals 
them from our entranced gaze. 

How to stalk them is now the cpiestion. The only place 
from which there is a chance of getting a fair shot is the 
ridge above, where tlie big pine-trees are, as the nature of 
the ground is such tliat the .uiimals will be pretty certain 
to move down on the other side of it, and so out of our 
sight. There is only a short distance across to it, but should 
the mist clear off before we can reach it, we shall be in full 
view of the herd ; and the slope is so friglitfully precipitous, 
that it makes one almost shudder to contemplate what the 
consequences of a false step on tlie wet slippery ground 
might be. However, there is no time to think much about 
it, for the mist may lift again at any moment, when our 
chance of reaching the ridge unobserved will be gone ; so, 
sc]*ewing up nij^ nerves, I determine to risk anytliing rather 
than lose such an o]>portunity. 

Slowly and carefully we ]>lant the sides of our feet in the 
small nicks scraped out of the face of the hard, almost per¬ 
pendicular slo])e, with tlie iron spuds on our long sticks, and 
luckily reach the ridge just in time, for we can liear the 
animals on the move again thougli we cannot see them. 
Sticking the points of my toes into the ground, I cautiously 
slip the long barrel of my single Henry ride over the ridge, 
whilst Hatha lays hold of tlie loose part of my nether gar¬ 
ments, for so precarious is the footing that even the recoil 
of the ride may cause a slip. Once more the mist clears off 
and discloses the wliole herd, now coming straight down to¬ 
wards us. As Clamoo crouches beside me, ready to liand me 
my second ride, a double (not the Whitworth then, or it 
should have liad the post of honour), I can hear him pray¬ 
ing to Allah and the l^rophet for help, and cautioning me 
not to dre in a Iiiirry, alternately. The leading buck is 
within fifty yards and broadside on, when Gamoo whispers, 
“Now, take a good aim.^’ 

Can I have missed the beast ?—for he still holds steadily 
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on without a sign of being hit. But another big fellow has 
reached the same spot. (Juickly Gamoo hands me the other 
rifle, and ere tlie animal lias time to recover from his as¬ 
tonishment, a luillet smashes through his shoulders, his fore¬ 
legs slip from under liim, and he rolls headlong down the 
gully in our front and disappears. The third big buck now 
takes liis place, f(>r there is only one way hj whicli they can 
pass us, and I a,m just about to fire when Gamoo directs my 
attention towards the first, which has pulled up, and offers 
a fair cliance. Su])])()sing liiin untouched, I empty the re¬ 
maining liarrel at him. He moves on a sliort way, stops 
again, totters for a few seconds, and falls struggling down 
into a cleft between a steiq) face of rock and a sloping bank 
of hard snow Just lielow him. Botli rilles being now empty, 
the remaining big biu'k gets off scot-free, and vanishes with 
his smaller companions long ere 1 can reload. 

Numerous and loud are the exiirc.ssions of delight indulged 
in by the shikarees at our good luck. But a shadow of doubt 
aris(’.s in their minds as to wh(*.ther they will be able to reach 
the beasts in time to bleed them before life is extinct, as, 
being good IMohaminedaiis, without this ceremony being duly 
])erformeil the meat will be usidcss to them.. Hatha and 
Sultana—our spare man—at once start off down the gully 
to look after the second buck, whilst Gamoo and 1 with 
some dilliculty clamber after the first. A¥e liiid him still 
alive, l)ut he has fallen so far into the cleft that we have 
considerable trouble in getting at him to give him the coup 
dc f/rdee. 

On examining the carcass, 1 found that my first shot must 
have inflicted a mortal wound. Had I known this 1 might 
in all probability have killed the third big fellow with the 
bullet 1 had wasted in firing a second shot at the first; for 
unless some large bone is broken, markhor, like ibex, when 
shot at, and even if mortally wounded, very often move off 
without increasing their pace from a walk. However, I had 
little cause to grumble at my luck. 
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It was too late to get the dead markhor out of the snow- 
cleft that evening; we therefore followed the other men 
down tlie gully to wheic they had found tlie other buck in 
time to bleed liim. We had only to give his carcass a shove 
to start it rolling down several hundred feet, until it reached 
a Ion- narrow incline of hard snow that covered the bed of 
a torrent which could be heard murmuring beneath. We 
were able to drag the beast easily down the slippery snow- 
bed for a long distance, fortunately in the direction we 
wished to go. 

Leaving the men to skin and break up the markhor, T 
made the best of my way along a steep ])inc-clad hillside 
to the spot where we intemhid to ])ivouac for the niglit, the 
position of which 1 discovered by continually shouting and 
whistling on my lingers—a most useful accomplishment 
under such circumstances—until 1 was at length answered 
by the men wlio were tliert^. It was dark when I reached 
it, so 1 at oiujc sent olT a coujde of men with pine-torches 
to assist the shikarees, who arrived some hours later with 
as mu(h as tliey could carry of the spoils. 

Koklass ])heasants were crowing and the horned argiis 
uttering its peculiar mewing cry wlien 1 awoke in the 
morning. Sending off a man with strict injunctions to 
mark the whereabouts of one of the hUicr beautiful birds, 
a good specimen of which 1 particularly wished to obtain, 
I hastily emerged from under my warm blankets, and per¬ 
formed my morning toilet, which consisted chielly in don¬ 
ning my boots. The fellow soon returned, and after leading 
me a stiff ])ull up through the forest, pointed out one of 
the former birds, at which piece of stupidity my temper was 
considerably rultled. 

In the forenoon we shouldered our limited kit, and made 
for the camp, which was not very far off. I had directed 
some men to go and prospect the ground towards the head 
of the glen in which the tents were pitched. They now, 
much to my disappointment, reported it as being entirely 
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blocked up with snow, and the torrent quite impassable; 
but being fully alive to the lazy and niendacious luopensi- 
ties of the Cashmeree, I was resolved to go and have a look 
myself. It was necessary, however, to remain where we 
were for a day, as the greater part of one markhor had 
still to be fetched, and the whole of the other was still 
lying in the snow-cleft where it had fallen. This delay 
afforded an opportunity for a general washing-up of dirty 
clothes. What a luxury it was to have a bath, and to turn 
.ill again on my camp-bed and be lulled to sleep by the re¬ 
sounding din of the torrent, that hurried down impetuously 
within a few feet of the tent! And as morning dawned, 
how pleasing to hear the blackbirds (just like our old friends 
at home), which were nunuuxms here, mingling their notes 
witli the rushing sound of the water. As tliere was an icy 
blast coming down the glen, and it began to rain heavily, 
and most of tlie men were away after the vcmison, I thought 
I could do notliing better than take another turn in my 
wairni bed until a pretty late hour. 

On tlui arrival of tlie meat, my Gooikha servant Kirpa 
at once jiroceedcd to cut (piantities of it into long strips, 
with a view to jerking it for future consumption ; and ere 
long, yards and yards of it were hanging in festoons from 
frames of sticks, constructed over smoky fires lighted all 
around. 

A terrilic tliundci-storm, acconqianied by hail and rain, 
prevented our moving early next day; and after the storm 
was over, the mountains were so enveloped in mist that 
stalking was imjiossible. During our stay here Kazima 
brought me a fine pair of markhor liorns he had picked up 
somewhere near. He was much perplexed at my not caring 
to possess such a trophy, merely because 1 had not shot 
their wearer, and said he should keep them himself, to dis¬ 
pose of to some other person who might not be so particular 
as to how they had been obtained. 

When the weather had cleared enough to allow of a move 
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lip the glen, I found, as I expected, that it was by no means 
so impracticable as the men had reported. For the first 
mile or so it certainly was very difficult travelling; but the 
huge piles of hard snow which blocked the contracted and 
precipitous gorge up which our way led, were rather an 
advainage than otherwise, (uiabling us to cross and recross 
the torrent by natural bridges formed of them. Higher up, 
however, the valley became more open, and was pretty free 
of snow. A more lilady country for sport there could not 
have been, and it did not belie its looks; for we soon found 
the fresh tracks, as big as though they had been made by 
heifers, of a herd which must liave fed there that very morn¬ 
ing. ]\Jattc'.rs looked so promising that 1 sent back a man 
witli directions to liavo the tents brought on ; for we liad only 
taken with us kit sufficient for passing a night or two under 
the l)est kind of protection from the weather we could find. 

Wo were not long in selecting a snug spot for spend¬ 
ing the night under some splendid lune-trees, wliicli were 
almost impervious to rain. Here we sheltered from a 
lu'avy shower, whicli lasted several liours. Towards evening 
it cleared up; so I started with (Jamoo and Hatha, intend¬ 
ing to })rospeet the ground on either sidci of a steep, craggy, 
and partially ])ine-clad ridge, that ran up towards the snowy 
heights far alcove. 

First we sighted two rinds, which were not worth the 
risk of disturbing the ground by firing at, even could we 
have stalked them successfully, or had cared to do so. 
Three or four fairly large bucks were also made out among 
the crags on an opposite hill-face, but tlu^y were evidently 
not the big fellows that were “ wanted ’’; and a deep pre¬ 
cipitous-sided valley tliat lay between us and tlieni, with a 
roaring linn at the bottom of it, precluded any j^ossibility 
of our getting near them that evening. We therefore began 
descending the ridge we had come up, in the hope of find¬ 
ing them again at some future time. 

Hardly have we gone a couple of hundred yards when. 
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hark! something has detached a stone up on the steep hill¬ 
side to our left, and we have barely lime to croucli down 
among the rocks on the ridge ere a hoary old buck, wdtli 
a huge pair of coik-screws on liis head, shows himself for a 
second or two, as he crosses a hare spot among a lot of birch 
bushes some tliree hundred yards distant. Five or six 
others of equal size follow closely in his wake. These must 
certainly be the beasts wliose heifer-like tracks we saw 
below, and they are evidently on their way down to feed. 

The ridge is so craggy Jind steep that it will take all we 
can do lo eland)er down and intercept them before they get 
near our bivouac, wliere they must certainly detect the men 
left there, for the beasts are making straiglit downwards in 
that direction. 

0(r we start under cover of the ridge as fast as the 
ground will allow of, passing tlie rilles from hand to hand 
down th(‘ more ])rc“.c4})itous sj)ots, and every now and then 
peering ov(‘r at tlie niaiklior, 111)011 whicli we do not appear 
to gain an inch, but if anytliing lose distance. Presently 
we reach a bit of inon^ ])ractica])le ground, wluu'c we are 
al)l(‘ to travel faster, and wlien we again reconnoitre the 
animals, we find we liave sncc(‘cded in getting a little ahead 
of tlieni. There' is no time to lose', however—for, as far as 
1 can judge from the dirc'ction they are taking, they will 
pass us at about i:l0 yards, and if we let this chance slip 
they are lost. 

1 liave scarcely got into position for a shot before they 
are abreast of us; but the hircli hushes are so tliickly 
scattercul over the sU'cp hillside, that we only catch occa¬ 
sional glimpses of the animals as they move amongst tliem. 
Taking advantnge of a convenient hit of rock for a rest, I 
let drive at the first buck that shows himself. He fortu¬ 
nately liappens to he a beauty. To my intense concern, he 
only acknowledges tlie shot by a spasmodic movement of 
his short tail, as he turns round and slowly retraces his 
steps up through the brushwood. Quickly exchanging the 
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empty single rifle for tlie double, another bullet speeds after 
a grand fellow, as he appears traversing a small opening 
between the buslies. This time a decided wince follows 
the sliot in addition to the sliake of tlie tail; but he moves 
steadily upward with the rest, until they file slowly over a 
bare bit of ground, all of them now in view, but almost out 
of range. In despair I give them a jiarting salute with the 
remaiiimg barrel before tliey become liidden, one by one, 
from our siglit. 

A feeling of beljdess disappointment seems to pervade us 
all as we sit mutely there gazing up to where the animals 
have disappeared. So disgusted am I with my performance 
tluit I liardly care to reload the guns. At length Gamoo 
breaks the sihmee by expressing a decided o])inion that, froiii 
the fact of tlieir ‘‘ wagging their tails,” as he put it, on re¬ 
ceiving the sliots, oiKi ])uck is hit, if not both. WJiilst he 
is speaking, a clattering noise is suddenly lieard far up in 
the direction the lieasts have taken, and to our great joy we 
soon see it is ciiused liy om? of them coming toppling and 
rolling down until it loclg(‘.s among the buslies below. After 
intently listening for some time, in hopes of another follow¬ 
ing suit, we jump u]) in great glee, and proceed to examine 
our prize. 

I certainly ought to have been satisfied with my success 
in securing such a magnificent trophy, for the horns were 
almost a yard in lengtli, measured straight without the twist, 
and were nearly a foot in girth at the base; but there is 
invariably one bitter drop in one's cup of hapinness. We 
now discovered that my first two shol.s, both of which turned 
out to be deadly, had unluckily been at tlie same animal, 
which 1 had mistaken for a different one when I fired the 
second time as he moved up with the others among the 
birch bushes. We sighted a black bear in the distance as 
we were descending to our shelter. It was much too late 
to go after him; and what cared I for a bear then, com¬ 
pared with the noble animal I had just shot! 
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Besides the superstition resj)ectiiig the snake-eating pro¬ 
pensity of the markhor, there is another entertained regard¬ 
ing a small, smooth, dark-green stone ^ which is sometimes 
found among the entrails of very old bucks. My attention 
was drawn to this wlien, before starting for the hill in the 
early morning, the sliikarees made straight for the spot 
where they liad, tlio night before, carefully deposited the 
gralloch of tlie rn<arkhor. They rather unwillingly informed 
me, with the utmost gravity, that they were going to search 
for the said stone, which, amongst other properties they be¬ 
lieved it poss(\ssed, was tliat of its being an infallible anti¬ 
dote to the poison of snake-bite if applied to the wound. 
Whether they found this talisman or not I failed to dis¬ 
cover—and in all probability, had they done so, they would 
have ket)t it “ dark,” for fear of my depriving them of it. 

As we procec'ded U])ward we slarted a musk-deer, at which 
1 was very nearly “ letting loose,” and glad 1 was that she 
esea[)ed, for on getting up to the bed from which she had 
rismi, we found her suckling offspring lying on it. After 
following far on the tracks of our friends of the previous 
evening, seeing nothing but a few does with kids at foot, we 
returned to camp, which liad bt‘eii brought up during the day. 

It now scam led as th(mgh the good luck we had hitherto 
enjoyeal were about to desert us, for the last day we spent 
on this ground was fraught with “ grief.” 

Early in the day, as we were clandiering across a break¬ 
neck place, I was startled at hearing a sharp exclamation, 
as if caused by pain, from Hatha, who was following at a 
short distance beliind. In climbing along the rugged face 
of the steep slope we were traversing, he had in some way 
managed to wrench his shoulder, which, being weak from 
former dislocations, bad now slipped out again. As he 

^ Bezoar, a (uilculous concretion sonietinies found in the stomach of certain 
aniiiials of the goet trihe. The term comes from a Persian word meaning 
antidote, wliieh this suhstance was absurdly supposed to be, and is still by 
Orientals, to the fatal elfects of poison. 
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objected to the rough treatment adopted in my case, there 
was nothing for it but to sling up his arm with a turban 
and return to camp. The poor fellow bore the pain he 
must have sufTcred during our long and rough trudge most 
pluckily. On reaching the tents, my cook, in wliose 
surgical skill he placed more confidence than in mine, at 
once took him in hand, and, aided by the patient's own 
directions, soon replaced the dislocated joint. 

As the day was still young, I proposed to Gamoo that 
we should take a turn in an adjacent bircli wood, on the 
chance of finding a musk-deer or a bear. Hatha, who 
seemed cpiitc hurt at the idea of being left behind on ac¬ 
count of Ids mishap, insisted on accompanying us. Think¬ 
ing there would he little or no chance of seeing markhor in 
tlie direction we were going, I took with me only the short 
double rifie, as l)eing more liandy than the long Henry in 
the event of getting a snap-shot at anything in the wood. 

After heating tlirougli the wood, we emerged on to a 
gently sloping IxhI of hard snow, about a hundred yards 
broad, that extended far up hctwceii stee]), rugged, and 
partially ])inc-clad accliviti(*>s, until it terminated among a 
wilderness of l)ald grey rocks and huge snow-capped crags 
that towered aloft at its liead. Although the sun had 
sunk behind the high sky-lino of the mountains, it was 
still early to turn our steps camp wards ; so I suggested a 
stroll uj) this long stretch of snow, in the hope of meeting 
with some old bruin out for his evening promenade. 

We sauntered carelessly along for some time, taking an 
occasional glance up towards the wooded slopes and crags 
on either side, when, with a suppressed exclamation, down 
crouches Gamoo on the snow, and in a second Hatha, 
Sultana, and myself are prostrate beside him. Not a 
syllable is spoken as we crawl on all-fours over the snow- 
bed, until we get close under the steep hillside rising from 
its margin, when Gamoo points in the direction of the grey 
rocks ahead, and whispers Markhor 1 ” 

N 
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As the rocks are a long way off‘, I am unable at first to 
make out what Garnoo's keen sight has detected ; but at 
length my eye rests upon a motionless V., which, even far 
away as it is, looks gigantic. I am afraid, iiowever, from 
the jab])eri]ig wli]s])(irs and doubtful glances that are ex¬ 
changed l)etween my companions, tliat they are rather 
perturljcd in mind as to the issue of the l)usincss. On 
Hk'. s])y-ghiss ])eing put into ref|uisition, it shows me tliat 
their antici])ati()ns are likely to be veriliod, for 1 distinctly 
see that the ])east is gazing straight in our direction ; but 
it also shows two others, (piite as Large as liimself, that 
are browsing unconcernedly in his vicinity. 

We lie silently watching him for what seems to my 
im])atient imagination an endk'ss time, as he remains 
standing tiicrc as still as the rocks around him. At 
length lie turns slowly about and is lost to view ; but he 
soon rea})])ears walking leisurely across tlu*, snow-bed, his 
companions following at short intervals, until they all ai’c 
liidden behind a high Yirojecting crag. Gur only chance— 
and a ])oor one it is —Ynis in our Ining able to reiich that 
crag in time for a, long shot as they ascend tlu^ hillside 
beyond it; for although their movements ajipcar slow, they 
are evidmiUy on the abut, and in all probability will not 
slop again until they reacb some distant sanctuary. 

Up Wi‘. juiu]>, and S(*t off at our best ])ace along the 
snowy incline. It looks easy enough to travel over, but 
we get dreadfully ''puniped,’' for the more rareiied air at 
this height—at least 12,000 feet—soon begins to tell on 
our wind. At last, panting and almost broken-hearted, 
we reach the crag. There is no time to wait for breath, 
as two of the marklior that are still in sight are just about 
to move over a brow nearly two hundred yards above us. 
Oh that 1 had the long Henry with me now ! for I have 
not much faith in the short double rifle at such a distance. 
With my chest Jieaving, and my ])ulses throbbing as if 
ready to humt, I thrust my alpenstock into the snow to 
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form a rest—for my arm is still weak—and taking a hasty 
aim, fire, and of course miss. 

Alas for that useless random shot ! wluch I sliall never 
cease to regret, altliough I have often since profited by the 
lesson it tauglit me. 

IL'idiy lias it left the barrel when there is a tremendous 
clatter close above us, as the third niai*khor, which we 
imagiiie-d had preceded his coni])anions over the brow, 
starts wildly up from when', lie has been standing un- 
notiiicd in the det']) shade of the crag behind which we 
have a])proached. So utterly astounded am 1 at this un- 
exp(*,cted ajiparition, that T actually miss tlie moustcu’ at 
about eighty yards distant, as, with his s])Iendid horns 
thrown backward, ho springs iiimhly up from rock to rock 
until he vanishes with a hound over a ridge rising just 
above the (U'ag. 

Here was a nice mess I had made from firing that long 
I’aiidom shot; and Imw ofteniihre good chances thus stujiidly 
lost! Ihit ‘‘ tlien^ is no use crying over s])ilt milk,” so we 
climluHl up tn examine the s]>ot where tlu' luick was when I 
shot at him. He must have had a very ctlose shave, for 
there lay a lock of his long heard, wliich had evidently 
hemi cut otV by the bullet. Wc followed him over the 
ridge and down into another deep valley, where his tracks 
led across a .steep snow-hed, on which, liad lie been wounded, 
we could jiot have failed to find traces ot blood, Jiowever 
small; besides, it was now getting late, and we wen? a 
considerable distance from camp, so with much reluctance 
and regret we gave him ii]) as lost. 

Gamoo, lively under any circumstances, now pro])oscd a 
glissade down the snow-hed, as oiir way home led in tliat 
direction. So we liad soon almost forgotten, for tlie time, 
our disappointment as we all went sliding, and I being less 
expert at it, as often rolling, down the steej) slope;, much to 
the amusement of my companions, who shouted with laugh¬ 
ter, in which I heartily joined. The shock to my nerves, 
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once experienced on beholding this easy and rapid method 
of descending a steep snow-field, I shall never forget. I 
was hunting ibex at tlie time on the mountains north of 
the Sind river in Cashmere. One day, wlien shifting our 
ground, we had to traverse a long sloping arete of snow, 
the crest of which was so sharp and hard that we had at 
times to cut steps for considerable distances. Smooth 
snow-fields extended down on either side for fully a 
thousand feet, and sometimes at an angle of considerably 
less than 45°. After a long and tiresome descent, my 
shikarees and T sat down to rest ourselves, and to wait for 
our laden followers, who, as we watched them coming 


/ 



slowly along the ridge, looked in the distance like small 
black dots moving on the sky-line of snow. A sudden 
exclamation of horror escaped me, which rather startled my 
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coiripanions, as I saw the leading man come tumbling, as I 
thought, down what seemed, from where we sat, to be an 
almost perpendicular wall of snow. My hoiror was mingled 
with astonishment at seeing another and tlien another man 
follow the first, until all had slid down to where the snow 
was less steep below, from whence tliey leisurely continued 
their descent, when it at once struck me what a mistake I 
had made in my unpleasant surmises. 

We moved next day to anotlier locality, but fortune's 
favours liad departed with those three big bucks. Such 
extraordinary luck in seeing, in so short a time, so many 
large rnaikhor, which are usually very difficult to find, 
could not possibly last; and during the several days we 
continued to liunt for them, not another pair of good 
liorns did we see. 

It was witli mucli regret that, at the termination of this 
short but satisfactory tri]), I b.ade adieu to tlie shikarcies 
and otliers tliat had served me so well on the mountains, 
and amongst tliem Kazima, wlio had turned out such a good 
fellow, and liad made himself so generally useful. He had 
now entirely dropped his grand airs, and on being dis¬ 
charged liad not even conceit enough left in him to ask 
for a testimonial as to his sporting qualifications. A short 
time after, when encamped in the Cashmere valley, I ob¬ 
served coming along the path which passed my tent a 
stalwart, sportingly-got-up individual, with a pair of 
inarkhor horns hanging from the mountain-pole he carried 
over his shoulder. As he drew near 1 was delighted to 
find it was my friend Kazima, and the horns were the 
identical ones he had picked up wlien with me on the Pir. 
As he had not as yet succeeded in ‘'sticking” any one 
with them, he bore them as an emblem of his would-be 
calling. The pleasure of meeting seemed mutual, for on 
recognising me he ran forward as if about to embrace me, 
and pulling out a scrap of paper, exclaimed, “ See what 
I've got since I left your service ! ” Taking the paper, 
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I read : The be.arer of tliis, Kazirna, has shown me a 
number of bears, and I can highly recommend him as a 
capital shikaree,”—to which was appended the signature of 
the fortunate man witli wliom our friend had been shooting 
bears among the groves of wild fruit-trees in the vale. 
When I had finislied reading, he covered his face with 
his liands and lauglied immoderately. It was the first 
shikar testimonial he had ever got. He informed me he 
was tlien on his way to I>aramoola to try and pick up 
tunotlier sahib of tlie same sort as his last employer. I 
wished liim good luck as he went on his way rejoicing. 

Sever.al years after, I clianced to meet him again in 
Srinnggur, looking a mightier swell tlian ever. He was 
tlien in service as a, shikaree, and begged me ]iot to divulge 
his antecedents in Unit line. His gratitude was freely 
expiessed wlieii I. told the good fellow there was little 
chance of my so doing, and all the less since, for aught 1 
knew, lie might now have become quite a 2 )roricient in the 
art of veneiy. 



190 


CHAPTER XV. 

Should tlic followin'^' account of the ]mrsuit of the “ hanoul,’' 
or Ciislinicrc sta,c;, cliancc to meet tlic eye of any on(3 who, 
like Lee('li'.s ‘‘ Mr Briggs,” lias been “ made free ’’ of a ScoLtish 
deer-forest, he may contend tliat stag-sliooting in Cashmere 
is inferior to deer-stalking in tlie Higldaiids. Well, in point 
of numhcr.s he is perha])s right. Ihit lie must take into con¬ 
sideration that a forest in the Himalayas is very dilferent 
from a forest in the Crampiaiis. The former is a true forest 
in every sense of tlie word, where the deer are at all seasons 
liable to be disturbed by beasts of prey as well as by hunters, 
and where, in its vast wooded de|)ths, they are often very 
difficult to find; whereas the latter, as is well known, is 
nowadays usually one only in name, so far as trees are 
concerned, where the cervine denizens, from being tended, 
as it may almost be called, for the greater part of the year, 
and sometimes even fenced in, like domestic cattle, to pre¬ 
vent them from straying, are consetiuently more numerous 
and less really wild, though during the stalking season tliey 
become just as crafty as their eoufrtres of Cashmere. l>ut 
to the keen sportsman and lover of nature the pursuit of 
the noble Cashmere stag in wilds where its protection from 
constant danger depends entirely on its owif instinct, the 
grand and varied character of the mountains, tlie perfection 
of climate, the superiority of the trophies,^ and, last but not 

^ Few Jeer, if any, excej>t the waj»iti of North America, carry finer horns 
than the hangul, and hunting the “elk” (as it is termed) in the Kockies, I 
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least, there being no inarch ” beyond which the stalker 
cannot follow his quarry, are all charms which more than 
compensate for want of numbers, and make hangiil-shooting 
in Cashmere tlie poetry of Himalayan, or, I may venture to 
say, of any otlier mountain limiting. 

Far lie it from me, however, even to hint that Highland 
deer-s^a/H#// is not right royal sport. In fact, the Highland 
stag, from the open nature of the ground he usually fre¬ 
quents, requires more skill in stalking than does the Cash- 
mere hangul. Still, there is not the same romantic charm 
about the pursuit of game that has been jireserved, as there 
is when you know it is in every way wild; and in this I 
feel sure all real sportsmen, both at Iiome and abroad, will 
agree with me. Indeed, for my own jiaiT, I much prefer 
circumventing a few wary old black-cocks in a day’s walk 
over a bit of wild ground, to standing at the hottest corner 
of a preserve, even were I an ade})t at ])ulling down tlie 
rocketers, whicli 1 am not: for much riile-sllooting is not 
conducive; to imjiroving one’s form at such sharp practice as 
that. 1)111 tast(3S differ. 

In tlie autumn of 18GG,our regimental ^^Isculapius, after 
carefully attending me tlirough a severe bout of illness, 
succeeded in persuading the ruling military })owers that my 
return to the sunny plains of India from sick-leave to “ the 
hills north of Dehra ”—as the mvjhticst of iiiountuin-mnycs 
was tlien stjded in oflicial })arlance—would be unadvis- 
able betore the end of November. Tims an ojiportunity 
was afforded me of hunting the Cashmere stag at the best 
season for finding him—tlie month of October and early in 
November. 

Here I can quite imagine the fortunate holder of a Scottish 
deer-forest exclaiming—“ Shoot stags so late in the season ! 
What a poacher ! ” But I would crave his patience whilst I 

found to be, during tho “running” season, very similar to lianguPsliootiiig 
in the Himalayas; but the gi’oiiiid is much steeper in the latter mountains 
than in the fornuT. 
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further explain to him that I once hunted indefatigably after 
hangul from about the middle of August until towards the 
end of September, over what was considered to be excellent 
ground, but, owing to the denseness of the undergrowth, 
without so much as seeing a single stag, even in velvet; 
and the constant rain and mists at that season were very 
detrimental to tliis kind of work. A circumstance over 
whicli I had no control—namely, the termination of my 
leave—obliged me then to quit Caslnnere, just as the deer 
were beginning to rut, wliicli is the only time that there is 
any certainty of finding stags, except when the winter snow 
drives them down almost into the valleys. During the 
rutting season they betray their whereabouts in the dense 
tracts of forest tliey affect, by their intermittent roarings ^ 
—strangely wild sounds wliicli, when once heard echoing 
tlirougli those grand pine-woods, continue to liaunt the ear 
for many a day. At tiiat season, too, the gallantry of the 
stags in escorting tiie hinds from out tlie thick forest on to 
the open green slopes and glades, where they are wont to 
feed morning and evening, and tlieir inclination, at that 
season, for a roll in tlieir soiling-pools, which are well 
known to the hunter, often cost them their lives. More¬ 
over, the weather and climate there in October and Novem¬ 
ber are simply perfect. 

At the capital I found old Itamzan awaiting my arrival. 
He looked more snuffy tliaii ever, but was otherwise little 
altered by an increase of several years to his already ad¬ 
vanced age. He proposed that we should try the forests on 
tlie hills above Nouboog Nye—which beautiful valley I have 
attempted to describe in a preceding chapter—although the 
general idea at that time was, that stags had become very 
scarce there. This, however, turned out to be one of the 
popular fallacies respecting tlie great decrease of all Hima- 

^ Whistling is the term applied to much the same iioi.se made by the 
wapiti stag of North America ; but something between a prolonged roar 
and a whistle perhaps gives a better idea of the sound. 
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layan large game. When I say this, I do not include the 
game in the more easily accessible localities, such as the 
Dehra Doon forests and parts of the Terai, where, from the 
indiscriminate slaugliter of milk-hinds and calves, which are 
so often ljutchered fi*om liowdahs by those who call it s-porty 
the decrease of game is a sad truth: I mean the animals on 
the liiglier and less accessible ranges. The real fact at that 
time was, that in the Kouboog forests, owing to the late 
grazing of the sheep there, the stags did not descend from 
their summer haunts on tlic higher inountains so early as 
was tlieir wont in inany other places—in fact, not before 
the time of year when the majority of sportsmen were, in 
those days, obliged to rpiit Cashmere. 1 therefore resolved 
to abide by the old man’s decision, and had no reason after¬ 
wards to repent having d(jne so. 

The Caslimere stag {Cervm Wallklm), or iiangul, as he is 
named in liis own country, re(piires but little descri])tioii, 
fnrtlier than tliat lie is meredy an exaggerated red-deer stag. 
Tlie horns of this nolde animal are larger than those of any 
other Himalayan deer, exeej)t pcrha 2 )S the “ shoii ” or Sikim 
stag {(Jervus (fjliak), which is found in some of the south¬ 
eastern p.arts of the Himalayan range ; but 1 have never 
seen him. In weight I should say, at a rough guess, the 
liangul must lie from 25 to oO stone clean. Like tlie ibex 
and other large game of the liigher Himalayas, he is pro¬ 
vided during winter with an undercoat of the very fine and 
soft pile known as “ pushiim.” I have seen a set of horns 
with sevciiteeii well-delinetl points ; but the usual number 
on a well-dev(;loped pair is from ten to twelve, tliose with 
ten often being more massive than tliose having a greater 
number. The three upjier tines, or royals, are not so closely 
set together at tlieirw base, or “ cujiped,” as it is commonly 
termed, as those of red-deer, and the beam is usually more 
curved. The hind is called “ minnyemer ” by the Cash- 
inerees, the word “ mooee ” being applied by tbem to these 
deer collectively. This animal is customarily talked of as 
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tlie “ barasingiia ” (twelve - horned), whicli designation, as 
also “ burrasiiigha ’’ (large - horned), is given proinisciiuusly 
by Europeans as well as by natives to ally varieties of large- 
horned dccr ill India, but never by natives when they speak 
of them among themselves, only when describing them to 
foreigners. From this I conclude that the misnomer was 
originally coined by those who were unacquainted with their 
true local appellation, and tlience adopted by shikarees and 
others for the large-horned Indian deer in general, thougli 
for none in particular. I have even lieard the jurrow or 
sanibur, which carries only six regular points, called a bfira- 
singha. But we will now proceed to tlie resort of this splen¬ 
did brute, wliere I ho])e we may become better acquainted 
with liim. 

Our liefidquarters were at first established near the ham¬ 
let of Nouboog. It was rather early for the ground in that 
neiglil)ourli()od, very few stags having, u]) to that time, found 
their way down from their summer ([uarters on the higher 
ranges—for the lower woods were still full of tormenting 
Hies, and tlie shepherds with their flocks had not as yet left 
the ()|)en pasturages above the forests. Other S])ortsmen, too, 
were at jiresent in possession of the best shooting localities 
farther up the glen. The distant bellow of a stag was occa¬ 
sionally heard towards evening o]i some neighbouring hill. 
But on our reaching the spot where we hoped to have found 
the animal that had spoken, his voice would tell us that he 
had travelled far away to some other part of the dark forest. 
On such occasions Bamzan was wont to give vent to his dis¬ 
appointment by heaping abusive epithets on the innocent 
animal and its relatives, and expectorating towards it. 

On one of the shooting-grounds farther up the “ nye ” 
(glen) being vacated by its occupant, we left our depot of 
supplies at FTouboog, tand at once took his place—for we 
learnt that he had lieen but a short time there, and had not 
much disturbed the deer. 

In order to avoid the trouble and delay entailed by the 
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long climb each morning before reaching our ground, arrange¬ 
ments were made for sleeping out for a few nights high up 
in the forest, and that evening we found a snug resting-place 
under shelter of a big pine-tree in a deep sequestered gorge. 
The “ roaring ” of stags was now pretty often heard, but 
only in the thickest parts of the dense forest, where it was 
almost impossible to get even a glimpse of the animals that 
spoke. Nothing was seen except two brown bears, which 
were left unmolested, from fear of disturbing tlie deer, until 
tlic third day. 

It was our intention, on the evening of that day, to return 
to our camp, with a view to again changing our ground. In 
the afternoon, during our descent, we found ourselves on a 
])road and gently sloping s])ur, on one side of wliich was a 
steep-slo])ing, fern-covered glade—on the other a dense pine, 
wood. Here we found tlie tracks as frcsli as tliey were 
miinerous, and the beds in tlie long grass and brackens looked 
as though the deer had but recently risen from them. As 
we had, earlier in the day, lieard a stag bellowing far down 
in the neighbouring forest, we determined to watch the glade 
from among the long brackens on the outskirts of the cover, 
in liopes of his taking an airing there in the evening. 

The tall black ])ines were casting their long-pointed sha¬ 
dows over the glade as the sun sank slowly behind them. 
Still and silent we sat there, keeping vigilant watch, and 
intently listening for the note of a stag. At last conies the 
wild and welcome music floating faintly up tlirough the 
forest. Louder and more harsh grows each repetition of the 
strain as it draws nearer and nearer, until tliere is no doubt 
of its being the animars intention to visit the glade. ITes- 
cutly a hind comes tripping warily from out the wood. She 
is almost immediately followed by several others, until at 
last forth stalks a mighty stag wearing a splendid crown of 
horn. The hinds soon begin listlessly cropping the grass. 
They are jealously waited upon by tlieir lord, who, with 
swelling tliroat and bristling neck, continues to bellow forth, 
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at intervals, his love-song to his harem, his appetite being 
apparently much affected by his amours. Although com¬ 
paratively close, he is much too far from our present position 
to risk a shot at him wliilst there is a possibility of getting 
nearer. How my heart throbs between hope of a chance and 
fear h'st I may lose it, as we worm ourselves along through 
the brackens towards the wood, and, on gaining it, creep 
stealthily on among tlie bushes towards our noble quarry ! 
Tliere are some who may say that an old sportsman should 
never get excited. To put it plainly, this is what is vulgarly 
called gammon,” or more politely, contrary to human 
nature. When the pulses cease to quicken at the prospect 
of bringing down a grand beast, slaying him in cold blood 
can no longer l)e called sport. The keener the sportsman the 
more intense his excitement, although experience may have 
taught him to kec}) it under control. But this is no time 
for moralising. 

At last we get within easy range of the stag, now stand¬ 
ing forth alone, snuffing the tainted air as though he had 
some inkling of danger. But little he recks of its being so 
near him as he stands there, his royal head lield proudly 
erect, looking quite the “ monarch of all he surveys.” The 
bead-sight is on his broad shoulder; yet so fearful am I of 
missing him, large and near though he is, that I hesitate for 
some time before pressing the trigger. Off goes the shot at 
last, but, to my intense surprise and concern, without the 
slightest apx)arent effect on the stag. For a few seconds he 
stands stock-still, and then with a bound starts down the 
steep declivity in front of him. Oh the agony of that 
moment! Fortunately for me, however, he has taken the 
open instead of the wooded side of the spur, thereby giving 
another chance as he rushes headlong down the hill. By 
great good luck, the second shot catches him high up in the 
hind-leg; but he still holds on, with the broken limb dang¬ 
ling loosely about, and disappears among the thick brush¬ 
wood below. The track where his wide-splayed hoofs have 
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ploughed up the ground in his rapid descent is easily fol¬ 
lowed, and we soon overtake him near tlie bottom of a steep 
rocky water-course, where he lias lain down. He makes an 
effort to rise on our ,'ipproacli, but a shot effectually stops 
his farther progress; and afU;r a considerable amount of 
dodging to avoid his swaying horns and kickiiig hoofs, we 
at last succeed in giving liim the cmvi) de fjrdcc with all due 
ceremony. 

He was indeed a royal hart in every sense, witli wide- 
spanning horns which measured six and a half inches round 
the thinn(\st part of th('. beam, and such brow, bay, and tray 
antlers as few stags can sliow. Yet 1 hardly deserved to ^ 
g(‘.t him, for w(i found that although the first shot had 
struck him just Ixkind the shoulder, it was so low down 
that tliere. was ])arely an inch to spare. W(i should cer- 
taiidy have seen the last of him had he not chosen the 
open instead of the wooded side of the spur for his line of 
retreat, tliere])y giving me a. chance of spoiling his haunch 
as I did. 

It was too late to make* arrangements for carrying away 
th(^ spoils tliat (gening ; so leaving our two sjrare iikui to 
k(‘ep u]) a bonfii’c for scaring off the bears, which would be 
certain to sniff the venison, llanizan and 1 started for the 
camp. Night overlook us in the dark forest whilst we had 
still some way to travel, but our signals of distress were 
soon answenal ])y our men Indow, wlio brought up i)ine- 
torches to ligld- us down tlie hill. 

Next day tlie villagers, who seemed to luive scmited the 
meat from afar, flocked to our camp from all directions, like 
so many vultures. 

As the stags were reported to be now pretty constantly 
lieard on tlie heights above Noiiboog, wo returned to our old 
quarters in that direction. During the next two or three 
days, althougli stags were freijiiently heard, nothing with 
horns was seen, until early one morning the spy-glass was 
brought to bear upon a solitary fellow carrying a splendid 
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royal head, and roaring like a bull as he quickly ascended a 
steep open hill-face before disappearing over the ridge above 
it. After a hastily despatched meal we started to look up 
his domain, our blankets and su])per being taken with us, as 
we purposed spending the niglit on the hill. 

A '^t-ag, which we thought might perhaps bo our friend of 
the morning, again “ tuned his pipes ” in the evening, as he 
moved through the forest towards tlie open ridge above 
it. At length he made his a]>pearance, but only when it 
had grown so dark that we were un[d)le to recognise the 
shape of his horns as he stood bellowing there within what, 
in daylight, would have been easy range. As we saw noth¬ 
ing more of the bi^ast after my random shot at him in the 
dim uncertain liglit, I scored what I might only have ex¬ 
pected—a miss! Seveiul distant stags began roaring in 
dilferent directions as we sadly took our way to where; we 
intended passing the; night under sh(;lter of a ])ine-trce; so 
I consoled myself with (lie knowledge that, like the fishers 
in the s(;a, there were still as good deer in the forest a.s 
ever came out of it. 

Feeling pretty certain that in the moi'iiing we should find 
one of these noisy hdlows out on some open hill-top in our 
neighbourhood, we were afoot V(;ry early. Fresh tracks were 
numerous, but not a stag did we see, nor did a liellow br(;ak 
the silence of the forest. After our morning meal wt; went 
out again and followed up, for some distance, the track of 
the stag I had shot at on the jirevious evening, but finding 
no blood on it confirmed my idea that I liad correctly scored 
a miss. The prospect of sport on this ground secaned so 
good that we determined to remain where we were for a 
day or two longer. 

That afternoon we tried the hill-tops that overlook the 
Cashmere valley. Towards evening we took up a })Osition 
behind a green knowe, whence we could watch a tolerable 
extent of open ground, and listen for deer in tlie forest 
which bordered it. It had also the advantage; of corn- 
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manding an extensive view of “ the vale/' lying some 2000 
feet below. Even my native companions seemed impressed 
with the exquisite loveliness of the prospect; for the Cash- 
meree, although small-minded in many ways, still has in his 
soul a spice of romantic admiration for liis beautiful father- 
land. At the foot of the range we were on lay the dreary, 
treeless plateau, where, in the centre, stands the massive old 
ruin of the Temple of the Sun—‘‘ Martund " ^—lonely and 
grand; wliilst far beyond it, and all smiling in the mellow 
evening sunlight, stretched the l)road green vale away to¬ 
wards the distant mouiitaijis rising blue and snow-capped 



Kifi/is (>f ffw Temple of the Sun — " MurtuudT 


on either side, its tortuous streams winding along like 
sliimmering threads of gold until lost in tlio gauzy haze. 
. . . '' (Irru-d-d-d-a-oo-oori,” nasally, with variations and 

cadenza ad lihifAiw, goes a stag in the forest behind us, 


^ This noble old structiiro —by the natives called “ Paiidoo lurrie” (Pandoo 
house)—is, I believe—like the ancient mins I have mentioned as situated be¬ 
tween Uri and Ihiramoola, which, on a larger scale, it somewhat resembles— 
of doubtful origin. From the symbolical figures it contains, it is, however, 
pretty certain that it was at one period dedicated to the worship of the Hindu 
triad—llrahma, Vishnu, and Siva. A noteworthy feature of its andiitectnrc 
is the keystone of the arches, which is formed of a solid T-shaped block, sucb 
as I have endeavoured to depict in niy little sketch of this ruin. 
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rudely interrupting our reveries. He is not very far off 
either, and Eamzan says there is just a chance of the ani- 
mal’s coming to have an evening roll in a small muddy 
pool, or “ trag as it is here called, that he (Itamzan) knows 
of in tlie vicinity. 

W soon reach the pool, which is situated near the border 
of an undulating grassy glade immediately above the forest 
where the stag was heard. At the edge of an opposite wood, 
and about a hundred yards from the pool, Eamzan selects a 
spot for an ambush, which merely consists of a few green 
branches stuck into the ground ; but our view of the pool 
is quite ol)structed by some lising ground on our side of it. 
Tliis llaw in tlie position cannot, liowever, be avoided, owing 
to the direction of tlie wind; and L’ainzan, from former ex¬ 
perience, confidently jiredicts that the liangnl, if lie sliould 
visit the trag, will, after (piitting it, be })retty certain to 
show himself on the said rising ground. Tlie old man seems 
so satisfied of his conj(‘eture ]>roving right, that ho goes so 
far as to divest his head of its big white turban—a pre¬ 
caul ion whicdi he seldom thinks necessary in close country 
unless ho really means laisiness. 

The Ix'llowing, although now much neariu', is only heard 
at long intervals, until at last such a time elapses without 
its lieing repeated that my hopes of a clianco arc* fast sub¬ 
siding. Ihit listen ! a low sort of groaning sound conies 
from tlie direction of the- ])Ool. Again wo hear it, this time 
ill .shcjrt subdued grunts, and there is no longer any doulit 
al)Out its proceeding from tlie stag as he wallows in the 
mud, although we cannot see him owing to tlie rising ground 
that intervenes. My companion, as he sits silently by, ex¬ 
horts my patience by intelligent glances, as I anxiously 
await the issue of the business. We have not long to wait, 
however, before a pair of broad-spreading horns with ten 
beautiful tines rise gradually over tlie grass, until at length 
their owner, all soiled with wet mud and quite unconscious 
of danger, stands in full view before us. A few seconds 

O 
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more and he is stretched on the grass, kicking furiously in 
his death-tliroes. 

Dropping the hoast on tlie spot was indeed a bit of rare 
luck, and was accounted for 1)}" a splinter of the sliell, which 
struck him ratlier higli l)ehind the slionldcr, injuring his 
B])inc. I only give rny good old shikaree his just due when 
1 say that getting a shot at tliis beast was entirely owing to 
the tliorough knowledge of In's calling he possessed. I liave 
sometimes met sportsmen in India wlio aflbct to scorn the 
assistance and advice of a native stalker. Ilut in doing so 
I think they are mistaken; for with tlieir limited know- 
ledg(*- of tlie ground it stands to rt*.ason that they cannot 
work it with the same advantage as the native shikana^ who 
has known all its h^atiires and p(‘culiarities sinc(‘ his youth. 
1 hav(‘ known others who imagine they can walk dow]i the 
pahar(M‘ in his native mountains. With liis oriental i)o]it(‘- 
n(‘ss he may ilattei’ tlnan into siu'h a heli(‘f; hnt givcni any 
distance from five miles to a hundred over a rough mountain¬ 
ous country, with a good reward for the liill-villager at the 
end of it, and tluai s(‘(‘ who will win the rac(',—the harc*,- 
fooUul, agile monntainein', or his white conpietitor, however 
athletic, in his hoots?—the. paharec, and even a very ordi¬ 
nary on(‘,, 1 gness.” Few shikar('(‘S ar(', liowtivtn*, of much 

us(^ to an (‘X])erienced Iiand exee])t in tlicir native neigh- 
honihood. 

My satisfaction, as 1 stood admiring the grand ])roportions 
of the fallen stag, was slightly mingled with remorse when 
1 thought of the ratlier na'an advantage we liad taken of 
the unsusjiccting animal in our method of eircumvcuiting 
liim. The beam of his horns was only .j ^ inches in girth, 
but this was conqumsated for by a s])an of 33 inches witliin 
the bend. AVe bled and gralloclu‘d him then and there ; 
but as darkness was fast setting in, we left two men to 
guard him at. night from those liirsute thieves the bears. 

During the night I was awxakened by the hoarse bellow¬ 
ing of a stag in the direction of a trag on an open spot 
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witliiii a quarter of a mile of wliere I lay. This time it 
nnist have heeii more of a clialleiige than a serenade, for it 
soon called forth a loud nisponse in tlic echoing wood from 
a rival forest king, who seemed to draw nearer the chal¬ 
lenger until th(‘ir voices suddenly ceased. Fr(mi tliis I 
divined that the rivals were fighting it out on tlii^ grassy 
arena beside tbc pool. Darkness, however, prevented my 
inteiTerenee with tlieir (jiiarrel. 

Early next moi-ning one of Die watcluu’s came and re- 
2 )oit(Ml that during the niglit- another hangul had actually 
come and rolled in tlic mud beside tlui ])ond, within 
about twenty yards of which the dead one was lying. Tliis 
sounded ratluu' improliable ; but, as 1 inbmded liunting jigain 
in tliat directiem, 1 resolved to go a,nd (examim^ the ]>lacc 
n^yself. Diere, sui'C enougli, wais the fresh imjiression 
where a second stag liad rolh^l in the wta mud and had 
l(‘ft) soiiK^ of liis hair sticking to it. Of one thing tliere was 
no doubt—]>oth the watchers must lunc falhm asleep and 
](*t tlieir file go out, although th(\y stoutly (hmirul having 
done so. 

Tlucse ])onds or “ trags ” arii used by the luu’dsmen for 
watering lluur catth* wlien u]) grazing on tlui liill-to])s. 
They are always favourite r(*sorts of the stags for soiling 
themselves in during the rutting sc'ason, when tlu‘ animals 
become very n'stless, and ofUni so rec-kh'ss tliiit when follow¬ 
ing a stag in thick forest you may soinetinu's even attra(*.t 
liini towards you by breaking a dry twig, the slight nois(‘ of 
whicli the stu])id beast, in his love-sick imagination, suj)pos(‘s 
may be caused liy a hind. 

Shortly after leaving the pond, a hangul raised his voice 
in a tliiek pine-wood below us; so we determined to try 
and follow liim up there, for it was too late in the morning 
to expect liim to show liirnself outside it. As the roaring 
was not continued, we adopted tlic following plan : after 
carefully testing the wind in tlie usual manner, by tossing 
up scraps of dry grass, Ramzan and I moved stcaltliily 
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towards the place where the bellowing was last heard ; 
whilst the other two men of our party made a wide circuit 
below to search for tracks, should the deer liave moved 
downwards. Each time we stopped to listen, the twig¬ 
breaking trick was tried, but witli no effect. On reaching 
tlie supposed position of tlie deer, not a trace of any sort 
could we find to direct us, when “ too-whoo,” '' too-whoo-oo,” 
comes the hoot of an owl from among the dense dark pines 
some distance lower down. Tliis time, however, it proceeds 
from no l)ird of ill omen, for in it we recognise a preconcerted 
signal from the men below for calling us down to them. It 
is at once answered by a like sound, made by blowing be¬ 
tween the hands clasped togc^ther in a certain way, and is 
repeated at intervals until we find our scouts. Tliey liave 
asctirtained by the tracks that th(‘. stag has mov(‘d down¬ 
wards in coni])any with several liinds. Keeping well on tlie 
alert for any movement in the brushwood, we follow 
cautiously on the broad trail. Suddenly a stampede is 
health and we giit a momentary glimpse through the trees 
of one or two of th(‘, brown hides vanishing into a dell a 
sliort way ahead. As tlu* animals have become alarmed, 
our only plan now is to run forward to the ])lace where they 
disappeared, on the ehan(‘e of getting a snap-shot ere they 
get too far beyond it. Fortune is so far kind, for on our 
reaching the desired spot, all breathlc‘ss from running, I 
catch sight of om* ol’ them—a stag, and a good one too— 
through a vista in the trees, as he stands looking back with¬ 
in easy range below me. Idie hanging smoke prevents my 
seeing the effect of the shot, but the sound of the striking 
bullet seems to denote meat. “ He’s down 1 ” breathlessly 
exclaims Kamzan, as he feels for his knife. But this remark 
is succeeded by a much less exultant one. No, he’s up 
and away again ! Oho ! tzh ! tzh ! tzli! ”—usual interjec¬ 
tions of disappointment made with the tongue and teeth. 
No venison, however, do we find on going to look for it, 
although my old companion positively declares to having 



A NATIVE PKACTITIONER. 


213 


seen tlie animal on the ground, toes up, after the shot. All 
attempts at following the tracks for any distance are frus¬ 
trated by numerous fresli and large ones heie leading in all 
directions, and there is no blood to guide us. So I turn 
my steps campwards lamenting, followed by liamzan and 
tlie oilier Cashmcrees “ tzh ! tzli! tzhing in the most aggra¬ 
vating manner all the way. 

Again the villagers flocked up from below to our bivouac, 
where they gorged themselves and wrangled over the dis¬ 
tribution of the meat until late in the afternoon, when we 
packed up and started for the tents below. 

As we were descending in tlie gloaming, some hinds, fol¬ 
lowed by a stag with longish prongs, moved past us across 
a glade. Several rounds of ammunition were expended, 
only one apjiarently with ellect, and that probably slight. 
Anywny, we failed to lind the beast when we returned 
next morning to search for him. My spleen at losing 
him, which was considerably augnientod by my having 
bad toothache, was vented on an unfortunate Hying squirrel, 
whose abode in a dead pine-tree we chanced to come across 
as w'c were returning, and out of which we “ scraped ’’ him. 

The camp w\as again .shifted to a fresli locality farther 
up the glen. The line weather we had hitherto enjoyed 
wais now exchanged for wet and cold, which so increased 
iiiy toothache that 1 could get no rest, liamzaii suggested 
that he should fetch a barber of his acquaintance, who, lui 
said, had frcipiently ojierated on him under similar circum¬ 
stances. This village practitioner was accordingly called 
ill and consulted. Smiling blandly, he produced a barbar¬ 
ous implement about a foot long, and not unlike a very 
rusty old pair of carpenter’s pincers, witli a hook at the 
end of one of its handles to prevent the operators hand 
from slipping. Even the sight of this terrible instrument 
failed to have the usual temporary effect of allaying the 
distracting pain ; so I was forced to place my jawbone at 
the mercy of the hair-dresser, who, with the most cold- 
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blooded indifference for my feelings, began deliberately 
washing his diabolical-looking forceps in a stream directly 
in front of niy tent door, tliereby hinting tliat he was quite 
ready to 02 )erate forthwith. After putting me to a pro¬ 
tracted amount of torture, during whicli old liamzan was 
])raying audibly and devoutly behind me as he insisted on 
holding my head, tlie operator at length, to my infinite 
relief, both of body and mind, succeeded in extracting the 
proper tooth without fracturing my jaw. This, however, 
was ]iot the end of it. The excited dentist straightway 
dashed ifincers, tooth and all, to the ground, and, ener¬ 
getically aided by liamzan, frantically set to shampooing 
and '‘tinawing’' my head to siudi a degree as to almost 
threaten my luick with dislocation, each of them accom- 
])aiiyiiig tlieir combined (exertions with “ Yidi reer I Yah 
liussool ! ” a,lid suchlike hurilcdly re.peated jaoiis expres¬ 
sions, until 1 at last managcMl to free myself from tlieir 
temUir mcrci(‘s. A fee of a few “cliilkees” (Cashmere 
silver coins worth alniut a, shilling) sent the baiher-surgeon 
home JX'joiciiig. 
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All Niiturc’s (‘liarins lookcul more and beautiful 

wlieii the cdouds cleared away after two or three days of 
almost incessant rain, and we ajj^ain took the hill. In the 
afternoon, after a lon<^’ ascent from the cam]), we sal down 
to rest among tlie l)ra.ckens on a ste(*|) spur, and just out¬ 
side a. dense pine-forest that (dothed its northern slo])e. 
Several stags were bellowing away in a thickly wooded 
gorge far below. As we sat there consulting as to how 
we should try to circumvent one of them, a shaggy-looking 
anijiial suddc-nly Ixmnced out from the wood on to the 
oi)en ridge, some 150 yards higher up than where we were 
sitting, and after a few bounds downwards, again vanished 
into the wood. AVe were all (juite nonplussed as to what 
it could have been, for it certainly was not a deer, and it 
had neither the gait nor the colour of a l)car. Whilst we 
were discussing the matter, a rustle was heard in the wood 
behind us. On looking round, to our utter amazement 
there we saw the long black visage of a tahr—not a 
sorrow (termed “ ramoo ” in Cashmere), which is sometimes 
in the more eastern Himalayas called tahr or “ thar,” but 
a veritable tahr. He was standing among the brushwood 
within twenty yards, and returnijig our gaze with appa¬ 
rently e(|ual astonishment to our own. Snatching up the 
rilie, 1 blazed straight at him, letting him have tlie second 
barrel as he rushed away through the bushes. Being 
sorely wounded, he was soon overtaken, when another 
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bullet finished him. He was a fine, dark, shaggy buck 
with good liorns, and about the last animal we might have 
expected to see on such ground, where his a])pearance was 
most unaccountable, for there were no tahr haunts within 
at least thirty miles of it. liamzan told me that he re¬ 
membered only once liefore having seen a “ kras,” as he 
called him, on the Nouboog hills. This one was evidently 
a stranger in the land, and might perhaps have been chased 
from his own rocky fastnesses by wild dogs. It was the 
rutting season, however, and love is sometimes the cause 
of strange freaks. After liunting here for a, day or two 
without bring a sliot, we moved cam]) towards the head 
of the Nouboog ghm, whence the she])herd8 with their 
Hocks had now deseundial from the Iiigher pasturages. 

The following afLernoon, when we were far up on the hill, 
ragged fragments of mist b(*gan to circle and toss wildly 
about the moiintain-tojis, and snowllakes soon commenced 
drifting thickly and ra])idly ])ast us; so we sheltered under 
tlie lee of some blocks of rock in a little bii’ch coppice. 
How we sliiveixid with cold as tlie bleak chilling blast 
wliistled drearily through the birches and whirled away 
tlieir withered leaves before it! Tor several hours we sat 
dolefully tla'.re, crouching over a little s])ark of fire, for we 
dared not light a liigger one lest the smoke should alarm 
the deer. 1 had not even the solace of my pi])e, which 1 
had stupidly forgotten to liihig with me; so I had recourse 
to Ivamzan’s snuff-box as a substitute for a smoke. It was 
still snowing, and the lessening light warned us that it was 
time to be moving downwards, when just then our drooj)ing 
spirits were raised by the welcome voice of a stag on an 
opposite hillside. The lire, to which we had been gradually 
adding fuel as we grew colder, was instantly “doused.” Ex¬ 
ercise and excitement, however, soon warmed us up, and by 
the time we neaiaxl the place where the stag had last been 
heard, it had almost ceased snowing. Ihit the dusk was 
fast closing in, and had it not been for the fresh-fallen snow. 
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on which we could distinctly pick up the stag’s slot, we 
should soon have lost the track. Moreover, the beast was 
evidently now travelling pretty fast and roaring very seldom. 

We had tracked through a dark strip of pine-wood, and 
were about to emerge on to an open undulating bit of grass 
beyond it, wlien we cauglit sight of tlie stag standing there 
some distance ahead. I was very anxious to “looso-” at 
him, for the light was fast fading; but as he had again re¬ 
sumed his roaring at pretty regular intervals, Ivamzan sug¬ 
gested that we should try to get closer. Quickly we made 
a circuit tlirough sunie cover, and contiived to come u]) with 
the animal as he stood for a few moments within some 
eighty yards, slightly liclow us, and broadside on. But, 
alas ! the short Indian twilight had now failed us, and I 
could no longer see the fore-sight of the rifle, for, unfor¬ 
tunately, it was not silvered, as the near end of the sporting 
fore-sight should always be; so I took tlie l)est aim I could 
at tlie shadowy furni of the stag without it. The bullet told 
on him somewhere with a smart “ tliwack,”—a term, I think, 
]letter suited to the sound than the conventional “ thud,” 
which as often denob^s iiivd as meat. The deer gave a 
sudden stning, turned short round, and plunging down the 
liill, disappeared in a deep waioded gorge. To follow him in 
the dark would have been worse than useless ; we therefore 
made the best of a long trudge back to camp. Fortunately 
the clouds hfid broken, so we had some glim])ses of moon¬ 
light to hel]) us through the gloomy pine-woods. 

At peep of dawn we were off again, and stieiit several 
hours in trying to follow up the stag of the previous even¬ 
ing, as we felt certain lie was hard hit. Tlicre was no blood 
on his track ; but this might have been accounted for by 
the closing up of the small orifice made by a '450 bullet, or 
by the shell hitting high in the animars body, and bursting 
up without penetrating right through it. Itamzan, who was 
rather conservative in his ideas, had already suggested that 
the new-fangled “ nasala ke golee ” (medicine-bullet), as he 
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termed my vaunted sliell, might not be very certain in its 
effect, and I was beginniiig to think he was right. 

Tlie cold at night had become so bitter up here that the 
camp was moved to a warmer locality below. The stags, 
too, had a])parently gone lower down, for tliey were now less 
often heard high up. We resolved, however, to take another 
turn pver the higher ground before descending in the even¬ 
ing to our new quarters. Our breidvfasts had been dis¬ 
cussed, and we were all lounging lazily on a wooded spur 
when Itaiiizan, who was always on the alert, said he thought 
he heard a hangul calling far away up on the hill above. 
So long a time elapsed witliout a repetition of the soimd, 
that I tliought he must have been mistaken. “ Hark ! there 
he is again,” says the old man, as this time the wild cadence, 
mellowed by distance, comes distinctly over the hill behind us. 
As the gi'ound above is ])retty open, the chances of a stalk 
are in our favoui*, so we at once commence working iip- 
wai’ds. Aftiu' a long and still’ })ull we reacli a ridge over¬ 
looking a deep sort of corrie full of dense brushwood, from 
whence tlie bellowing now conies re])eatedly in hoarse 
volumes. After intently listening for some time, liainzan 
gives his o})inion that, judging from the approaching sound 
and tlie direction of the wind, the lieast will very likely 
cross the o])en liill-face below us. No sooner has he given 
vtuit to his prediction than another lusty roar comes from al¬ 
most directly below, and the long, white-tipped, iqiper tines of 
the stag a])}iear moving among tlie biushwood in tlie hollow. 
Onward they slowly come, until the mightiest stag we have 
yet seen is leisun*ly walking across an open slope below us, 
and within eighty yards. There is not much time for a 
steady aim, as in a few seconds he will again be out of 
sight, heeling certain that the shoulder of a brute the size 
of an ox can hardly be missed at so short a range, I con¬ 
fidently let drive at him. He seems to half-stumble on 
faster for a few stc]>s, and then resuming his original pace, 
slowly disappears Ijehind some high bushes. 
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“ Come this way, quick ! ” says Ihimzan, starting off at a 
run; he’ll cross the ridge lower down, as lie’s making for 
the wood behind it.” There is no stopping to recharge the 
empty barrel of my muzzle-loader, for we have only just 
time to run down the ridge and head the animal before the 
white tips of his horns are again in sight. How I gloat on 
those massive, wide-.spreading beams and twelve long tines 
as the) draw nearer and nearer! I fancy I can see those 
antlers now, as I write, swaying to and fro, as the seemingly 
wounded stag labours slowly up the hillside, until he is 
actually within fifty yards of where we are crouching 
low among the tail ferns. As 1 X)ut up tlie rille nothing is 
to be seen before its sights but a broad brown slionlder; 
and from the fact of there being only s]>ace lor at least a 
mile beyond the deer, the loud smack made by the shell 
cannot possibly have told on anytliing but him. On re- 
ceiving tlie shot he sto 2 )s short, tuiais his head slowly 
towai’ds us, and after standing for a few seconds steadfastly 
gazing at us, contijiues his course at a canter towards the 
I’idge, aiid crossing it just below us, disappears into the 
wood beyond it, exactly as my crafty old conipiinion had 
foretold. 

“ There’s not such another hangul in all these forests,” 
says Itanizan hurriedly, as he impatiently assists me to 
reload.. “ He’s badly wounded, so we’re sure to come up 
with him in the wood.” Never before have 1 seen the old 
man so excited, and I feel quite confident myself tJiat the 
stag is mine. Jhit, alas ! we are both mistaken this time. 
Although we follow the track until evening, never again do 
we set eyes on that monarch of the foiest after his edearing 
the ridge. 

It was some time ere 1 could realise the sad fact that I 
had lost this splendid brute. 1 now came to the conclusion 
either that tlie hardened detonating shell must have burst 
to pieces in the thick muscles of the shoulder without 
penetrating farther, or that the whole thing was an optical 
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delusion. At any rate tliat stag must Lave borne a charmed 
life, for, as he stood looking at us Jifter the rifle was empty 
—wae’s me! it was only an old muzzle-loader—my gun, 
loaded with honest leaden bullets, was within arm’s reach. 
But its carrier, who I had no idea was crouching quite close 
behind me, in his excitement had forgotten to liand it 
to me. 

My frame of mind, as I plodded wearily down tlirough 
tlie dark pine-woods, was decidedly grumpy. For the best 
part of two days did we ]jerseveringly search for the 
wounded stag, with only the doubtful satisfaction of finding 
here and there a few drops of blood on the trail. Fancy is 
often a])t to picture the trophies one loses as the finest, but 
those magnificent lost antlers haunt my memory to the 
present day. 

The moon being now near its full, Ihimzan proi)osed that 
we should try watching beside one of the trags that was 
most resorted to l^y the stags. We therefore shifted our 
quarters l)aek to the vicinity of the pool where, several 
nights before, 1 had imagined the tournament had taken 
place. Although this night-watching for stags is rather a 
“ sliady ” way of doing business, there is certfiinly a wild 
charm about it on a calm moonlight night, as tlie sports¬ 
man—or ])oacher, as he may ])erhaps be considered—lies in 
wait, expectant for his (juarry, beside some quiet pool, his 
senses all quickening at the slightest rustle of a leaf in the 
hushed forest. 

The shadows of evening were deepening in the woods 
when we spread our blankets behind some bushes under 
the tall sombre ])iiie-trees near the trag we intended watch¬ 
ing. As night advanced, the occasional eerie hoot of a 
great horned owl, or the flit of a flying squirrel among 
the overhanging branches, where he nibbled the pine-cones, 
only made the stillness more inqu-essive. Our surround¬ 
ings, too, became more weird-looking as the rising moon 
shed a dim ghastly light on the gnarled and crooked stems 
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of the silver birch-trees standing here and there like white 
spectres in the gloomy cloisters of tlie pine-forest that 
begirt the pool. Sometimes our flagging hopes would be 
raised as the far-off l)ellowing of a stag was intermittently 
borne towards us on tlie night lueeze tliat gently rocked 
the pine-tops, but only again to sink with the sound as it 
gradually died away in the distance. This was all very 
romantic and exciting, until towards morning I grew so 
sleepy that I could no longer keep my eyes or ears open. 
And when, at grey frosty dawn, we returned, chilled and 
disappointed, from our night vigils, all my ideas of their 
romance had evaporated. 

For the next two days we hunted unsuccessfully, my 
only cliance being at an old black bear, into which I one 
evening put a Inillet, as he stood up on his hind-legs eating 
]merries off a l)usli. He dropped quantiti(\s of blood, but as 
his trail led up through thick cover, and darkness was 
growing apace, we did not think it either prudent or worth 
our while to follow him far. 'I'hc fresh-falhm snow, which 
now lay several inches deep on the* open slo[)es above the 
forest, had evidtmtly driven the deer lower down ; so we 
moved our camp to the locality wliere I had shot my flrst 
hangul, and for which 1 had a lingering fancy. It the 
reader is not already quite tired of following me so often 
through the forest after stags, pej-ha])S lui will accompany 
me, just once more, in pursuit of one of the grandest of 
them all. 

As we were setting up our camp, an old goojur (herds¬ 
man), who was grazing his beasts in the neighbouring woods, 
volunteered us the information that a very black-looking 
and big-horned hangul, which for several years had been 
known to visit this locality late in the rutting season, had, 
during the last few days, been several times seen about the 
head of the wooded glen in which he was then herding his 
cattle. As it was still early in the day, we decided upon 
at once proceeding in quest of this famous beast. We had 
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gone about a mile up a burn that flowed through the glen, 
when we heard a bellow in the wood above us; we there¬ 
fore sat down and listened. Soon it was repeated, this 
time lower down in the wood and nearer, ns though the 
stag were about to cross the glen higher up; so we quietly 
moved on. We had not gone far when I caught sight of a 
hind a sliort way ahead. Slie was crossing the burn, and, 
fi’om her nervous ])ohaviour, it was evident she had got 
wind of us. Just tlien I felt a tug at my coat from the 
man following ])ehind ]ne, who directed my attention to the 
head and shoulder of a good stag which was standing, within 
easy rang(‘, among tlie trees; lait before I could cover him 
with th(‘ rille he was gone. He was a light-coloured stag, 
and certainly not Ihe ])cast we wanted to find. 

My t(mt had been ])itched close to a corn-stack, in conso- 
qiuuKH; of whicli 1 was ke])t awake*, almost tlu* whole night 
l)y an invasion of rats and mice, that seem(‘(l to be amusing 
themselves l>y running rac(‘.s over my bed. Next day our 
search for tlu* l)lack fellow was again unsuccessful, the only 
thing seen or lu'.ard being a stag witli short horns, which we 
‘hiumped ” in tlu* diisky twilight, and I missed. 

'Jlie following morning we tried the ground where T had 
killed the first stag, as tlie one we were now hunting for 
was suppos(‘(l to have liis pres(mt haunt in the dense wood 
lielow it. 'fowai’ds evening wc* sat down among tlie tall 
brackens to watch tlie edg(* of the wood fi'om the old spot. 
After waiting for an liour or more, we were almost startled 
liy a loud bcillow, which was soon ]’e]K‘at(‘d ([iiite close to ns 
in the wood. Iheseiitly a small beast with short prongs 
emerged from the cover on to the open side of the ridge, 
where he at once comnumced feeding. lUit T felt quite 
certain that this was not the animal that had just bellowed 
so loudly, and as he ko])t looking back towards the wood, I 
was equally confident lie. was not alone. As h(* fed gradually 
up towards where we were lying prone among the brackens, 
llamzan, who, excellent shikaree though he was, seemed to 
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prefer a good chance of securing fnt venison to the more un¬ 
certain one of securing a fine head but rank meat, insisted 
that tliis was the animal we had heard, altliough Ik; must 
have known as well as I did that it was not. “ Slioot, or 
lie’ll be ofT,” wliisjiered he impatiently, as the animal was 
drawing nearer and nearen—when lo ! a stag, looking as 
dark as a '' peat-hag,” and carrying a huge ])il(; of antha-s, 
emerges slowdy and hesitatingly from the waiod. How my 
heart thumps against my ri])S as the mueh-eoveted Idack 
stag—for I have now not a dou])t about its being the 
identical animal—stands before us within a liundred yards ! 
There is no time to w%ait for my sudden I'xcitement to abate, 
as the small lieast has fed up vmy close to us, and the light- 
evening wdnd is ca])ricious. Witli trembling hands 1 slowly 
lift the rifle; over the brackens, but it. wabides so much, as I 
try to cover the lug hollow's .shouhler, that T have to lower 
it. j\gain it is raised, and, holding my breath, 1 preiss the 
triggeu’. Off dashes tlie small beast dowai tlie liill ; but tlie 
big f)n(;, altliough hard hit, merely gives a start, trots forward 
a f(wv st('ps, and again sto])S, his grand liorns thnnvn proudly 
back, as he quickly jerks his u])lift(;d head round from side 
to side, as if at a loss as to wdiat course^ he should pursue. 

“'No. Ingga ! ” (missed him), wdiis])ers IJanizan, testily fol- 
low^cd by a rapid snecession of his exasperating int(;rjections 
of disap])ointment. Ihit he is wrong again. r>(;fore the; 
stag has time to make up his mind, another laillet—of good 
solid lead tliis time—smashes his slionhier. Still, sti’ange 
to say, he scarcely moves. (Iradnally, liowever, his startled 
demeanour liecomes more listless, and his proud liead begins 
slowly to droop. But he is too far out to maka; sun; of 
finishing him with a shot from tlie smoolh-boie, wliich 
w^ould most probal)]y only send him back into tlie thick 
forest, wdiere, althoiigli so badly wonnd(;d, we might as 
likely as not lose him ; so I contrive to reload the rifle, 
fortunately wdthont liis det(;cting me. Once more it is 
raised; tliis time the bullet, passing through him, breaks 
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the other shoulder, and brings him down on his chest. As 
we stand up and move towards him, the terrified brute, 
in his endeavours to escape, actually shoves himself along 
with his hind-legs down tlie steep grassy declivity before 
him. At tlie bottom of this we find him lying, panting 
and glaring wildly at us, as if quite prepared to make use 
of his ponderous horns, which he tosses in such a menacing 
manner as to make the ortliodox rites rather difficult to 
perform. 

Although not so fine a stag as the lost beauty, inasmuch 
as he had only ten points, yet the dimensions of his grand 
massive horns are, I think, worth recording. Length, nearly 
42 inclics ; girUi at the thinnest part of the beam, between 
tlie bez (or hay) antler and median tine, 7,1 inclies; girth 
round tlie burr, 101 indies; round tlie hez antler, three or 
four inch(\s from the beam, 51 indies, and lirow antlers 
nearly as tliick; sjian inside tlie l)('.ams, indies. All the 
points wme pm’fect. 

From tliis place we leturned to Noulioog. On reacliing 
it we found that the driiMl-iip grass on the heights aliout it 
had just been set fire to, whi(‘di ruined all diance of further 
sport there. I liad my suspicions as to who had raised this 
conilagration. At night the elfect produced ])y tlie burning 
was truly grand, as the lire (Tept slowly on in long irregular 
lines, soim‘- of tliem many hundred yards in lengtli. Here 
it shot up high in (juivering tongues of ilame as it ignited 
some dead old resinous pine-trunk and lic'kcd along its 
withered hrandies, easting a lurid glow on the murky clouds 
of smoko that hovered ahovc, Hierc*, like streams of molten 
lava, it crept down the mountain-side, or flickered and 
smouldered in isolated spots on the dark devasted expanse 
where the raging ehmient liad already spent its fury and 
passed on. One would suppose that such fires ought to 
utterly destroy every tree in a forest; but liere, strange to 
say, comparatively little damage is done to the timber. 

In Indian forests, after the trees have attained a certain 
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size, tliey seem, as a rule, to become almost fireproof; for 
notwitlistaiuliiig tlie arninal burning of dry grass ami brush¬ 
wood oil the mountain-sides, you seldom or never sec those 
tracts of charred and withered timber-skeletons so constant¬ 
ly met with in the American backwoods. I therefore very 
mucli doubt whether burning the uiidcrgiowth is here so 
prejudicial as is generally supposed. In the forests of “ sal ” 
and other hardwood trees of tlie Terai and Jlehra Doon, the 
ravages of wliite ants, especially where the undergrowth is 
left unburnt, are, I am sure, more injurious to well-grown 
«trees than is the slight scorching of their outer bark by lire. 
Moreover, tlie fire to a great extent arrests the progress of 
destruction by the ants, and tlie clearance of useless scrul)- 
jungle by burning gives freedom for the lictter development 
of the more matured timber. Tlie exclusion of the natives, 
too, from tlio forests, in which, since the time when nature 
iirst [ilaiited tlic trees there, they liavc liad the piivilcgc of 
grazing their lierds, has caused a,n amount of discontent, not 
to say disli’css, with which tlie doubtful advantage of such 
a [irocccdiiig is hardly commensurate. To this may be added 
tlie increase of malaria caused ]>y the rank vegetation being 
left to rot on the ground from year to year. l>y all means 
protect the saplings up to a certain age; but would it not 
be better, after the timber lias reached a fair size, that the 
villagers should be permitted to burn the undergrowtli in 
order to provide fresh young fodder ibr grazing their lierds 
on as heretofore ? Tlie manure from the ashes and cattle 
ordure, and the clearance of the undergrowth, would tend 
to imjirove tlie trees, which would then be tall iind strong 
enough to resist the ravages of the fire, though not those of 
the wliite ants, which would be decreased by it. In order 
to justify my idea, let me remark that I can remember the 
time when, notwithstanding tlie annual conhagratioiis and 
the grazing of cattle in the forests, the hardwood timber of 
JJelira Doon was of as fine a size and quality as it is ever 
likely to be again with any amount of conserving. I know 
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of one instance in Scotland where a tree was actually im¬ 
proved by being scorched. It was an apple-tree, raised from 
Canadian seed, in a clergyman's garden in Forfarshire. For 
years after it had attained a considerable size, it never 
showed a sign of bearing fruit, until a pile of dry weeds and 
garden refuse lying below it having been casually set fire to, 
scorclied it so much tliat the owner thought it was dead. 
The following year, to his surprise, it again burst into leaf, 
and for the first time yielded a heavy crop of splendid fruit. 
However, the foregoing remarks are intended more iis sug¬ 
gestions tliaii dogmatic assertions, for time alone can prove 
their validity or their futility. 

As the stags laid now almost ciiased tlieir ladlowing in the 
forests, and were eonsecpiently very dihicult to lind, I took 
to driving some of the densely wooded gorges for liears and 
musk-deer; and driving is, in my luiml^le o]>inion, not to be 
compared witli wliat our American cousins call “ still-hunt¬ 
ing ” in close country, or to stalking your game on inore open 
ground. The Oashmerees generally drive a gorge u])wards, 
the ridges on eacli sid(‘- being guarded by men posted as 
stops at short intervals along them, wliilst at first, oidy a lew 
beaters advance slowl}^ and (piietly from 1)elow, giving an 
occasional ta]) with their sticks against a tree. The line is 
augmented by the Hankers as it reaches their respective 
posts, until all hands arrive at the head of the gorge, along 
which the guns are postal under suitable cover. During 
the few times this plan was tried, a good many hinds and 
calves were driven out, hut oidy one good stag was seen, and 
that broke l.utck through the heiiters. Several black ])ears 
and musk-deer were also beaten out: one of the former I 
shot. As 1 was unable to secure anotlier horned beast to 
furnish a new ear for the mutilated liead, 1 was reluctantly 
forced to sacrifice a good hind for this purpose, as well as to 
provide venison for our camp larder. 

By this time I was getting near the end of the tether of 
my leave, and was in daily expectation of the Cashmere 
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Governuieiit authorities sending me notice to ijiiit. Indeed, 

] woiid6r(‘d they had not done so already, fur all visitors 
were in those days expected to l>c out of Cashmere by the 
ITdh of October, and it was now November. Had I not 
taken tlie precaution to kee]) on good ttnms with the head- 
inei of the villages l)y isiaking small pecuniary gifts and 
sending them haunches of venison, they doubtless would, 
long ore tin's, have taken steps to rid themselves of my 
presence among tliem, by informing against me. Instead of 
this I had no dillicnlty in collecting as many willing Iniaters 
as I iHMpdred. Moreover, they were always marshalled by 
a great hnlking fellow who, on my iirst arrival at Nouboog,' 
with my full a]>])ro])atioii when I had duly impiired into the 
ease, administenul eondign punishment to one of my Hin¬ 
dustani servants for having abused him. 

Snell as 1 have attempted to dcscrihe. was haugul-sliooting 
at that time in (hslimere. Since thcji, 1 am told, the late 
Maharajah Hunbeer Sing took to ]>r()fus(‘ly decorating his 
jialatial halls with stags’ horns. The tiaJlie in them, too, has 
of late, years heeomc much mor(‘ extmisivi'. And formerly, 
wlien the slaughter of a huviiie animal was considered a ea])i- 
tal olfeiiee in Cashmere, liangul skins wei’e used f(»r making 
th(} aecontrements of the soldiers, and tliis may be the (aise 
even now. At all events, tlie deer have decreased in iium- 
bei’s, and the S])ortsman may have to go fartlier afield to find 
them. 
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(JllAPTEJi XVII. 

The foll()win< 4 'ciidoavour to recount some hunting experiences 
in Tibet will by no means re])resent what may he termed a 
competition-1 )a-g of gjime, which, in these days of competition 
in everything, seems, sad to say, often to be tliought almost 
the main objec't in slu)oting'. Nevertheless, I trust it may 
allbrd the ri.uider some idea of what the writer considered real 
wild si)orL in a very strange land. 

Once more I would invite the reader to accompany me to 
that “ valley of bliss ’’—Cashmere. Tins time, however, we 
shall merely ])ass through its (plaint old capital, and at once 
proceed up the beautiful Sind valley, with its coppices of 
hazel and hawthorn, its tangled thickets of hoiuiysuckle and 
wild rose, and its ])ictures(pic h^g-built hamlets nestling 
snugly at the foot of the mountains amidst groves of walnut, 
apj)le, and mulberry trees, and grand old chenars. Much as 
we may wish to linger in such a romantic locality, we must 
not do so this time, for it is past the middle of May, and 
we are bound direct for a very dillerent style of country— 
the remote, desolate wilds of Changchenino—and a long 
tram]) is before us ere we reach those haunts of the dong 
(wild yak) and the tsos (Tibetan antelo])e). 

Twenty days from Cashmere took us to the town of Leh, 
the ca])ital of Ladak. Its most prominent f(matures are a 
fortitied palace, so t'alled, from the to]) of which we get a 
good view of the place and its environs ; and a rather im¬ 
posing bazaar, where furs, precious stones, and other com- 
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inercial products of Eastern Turkestan freely chaUge hands. 
In its immediate vicinity are a few poplar-groves and fruit- 
orchards, tlieir vivid green contrasting rather stiAngely 
with the surrounding sterile ^plateau, which exto|Fds for 
miles towards the equally arid mountains that enclose it. 
Eegarding this town, little more need be said here than that 
there, at an elevation of nearly 12,000 feet, the snn burns 
witli an intensity that is truly surprising, the tliermonuiter 
in summer often reaching 140 degrees or more in its rays; 
whilst tile temperature in the shade is rpiito cold, and at 
night often freezing. The iiaticmt reader wdio hiay liave 
accom]ianied me so far in my wanderings, liad now better go 
no^fartlier unless ho is prepared to traviu’se some pretty high 
and rough country cre he reaches (Jhangc'lienmo, which has" 
little to recommend it beyond its being a favourite haunt 
of the wild yak and other Tibetan game. . 

Thus far T had had tlie pleasure of travelling from 
Cashmere witli an old friend and sclioolmate—(.^vptain 
llasevi, ll.E.—wlio was proceeding to carry out cm*tain 
scieiiiific observations on tlic highly elevated table-hinds, 
which are among the piiiiciyial gfeograjjliical features of this 
part of Tibet, and were peculiarly siiitalde for bis jmrpose. 
]>iit from Leli our routes and avoQj^tions unfortunately lay 
in ililTereiit directions. 

Here I met a lirotlier sportsman, Major M., wlio was 
bound for Cliangclienmo ; and as^it is as pleasant as advis¬ 
able to have a companion in remote uninhabited regions, 
we joined camps. We were ratber disappointed, however, 
on hearing that t\^ other members of tlie fraternity had 
already preiieded us there; for in Cliaugchenmo the wild 
yaks usually fre(|uent certain localities, froin which they are 
soon scared away if disturbed. 

At Leh we engaged the services of an individual named 
Knrrcem, a half-bred Tartar, wlio had, I believed, ])een con¬ 
verted to the Mohammedan persuasioii. He willingly agreed 
to act as interpreter in the language of the country and make 
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himself generally useful, on a salary of four rupees a-mnnth 
and his food. 

After two days’ rest we made a fresh start. For two 
marches our route lay .along tlie right (north) bank of the 
Indus. We passed sever,al of tliose curious oblong-shaped 
cairns which are so often seen by the wayside in Tibet, 
called manes. They arc formed of small slabs of rough stone 
piled loosely one upon the otlier, and vary in length from a 
few yards to sometimes several hundred. E.ach flat stone 
lias inscribed on it the words, ‘‘ Orn m.ani padmi horn ”— 
meaning, O God! the jewel in the lotus. We passed one 
of these eT’ectious, which w.as some five or six hundred 
paces long, and every stone of it had, I was told, this 
short prayer engraved on it. All Ti])etan Buddhists con¬ 
stantly repeat these words when twirling their little hand 
prayer-cylinders, which contain a sctoII inscribed with tlie 
same mystical sentence, .and each ri'voliition i's su])pf)sed to 
repr(‘sent a repetition of it. Tlu? Tibetiins .always pass these 
manes, or roadside shriiuis, on the right, whichever dir(*ction 
th(\y m.ay be travelling,—thereby, I suppose, ensuring their 
going round tliem should they return by the same route ; 
circuiu,ambulation, .as well as rotatory motion, being .a.mong 
the ritu.al forms of the Tibetan Buddhist religion. 

Across the Indus, ojiposite to wliere our path rpiitted its 
valley .at Khurroo, is the great Buddhist monastery of 
Ilemis, hidden .awaay in a seipiestered gorge. It is said to 
contain sever.al hundred Lamas. We now turned nortli- 
wards up a narrow glen leading to the Gh.ang la (p.ass), and 
encamped at Chiniray, where there is .another fine monas¬ 
tery perched high on a hill. 

The p.ass, although over 18,000 feet high, is easy to cross, 
but we suffered somewhat from the rarefiiMl air. Besides 
the usual shortness of breath and the feeling of extra 
weight and Lassitude, more especially about the legs, in me 
it produced headache and nausea, which I did not get rid 
of until tlie following day, when we descended to Tanksee. 



TARTAR CHARACTER, 


231 


The south side of the pass was quite devoid of snow; the 
gently sloping north side, however, was considerably patched 
with it, and the cold at night was intense. And here I 
may remark, that although the perpetual-snow line on the 
western side of the main Himalayan chain is somewliere 
about 16,000 feet, eastwarl on the ranges rising from the 
Tibetan uplands it is nearl 3 % if not quite, 20,000 feet. 
This dilTerence may possibly be owing to the extreme diy- 
ness of the atmos})here on the Tibetan sid(j. 

Tanksee, a considerable-sized village, being the last place 
on our route where men, yaks (the domestic boviiui cattle of 
Tibet) for carrying our baggage, and food were procurable, 
we made arrangements accordingly. Here T secured tlu*. 
services of a Tartar named Changter as guide, a pastoral 
inbabitant of the Tangong distri(*t, who was well ac(iuainted 
with the haunts of tlui game there and in Changchenmo, 
and who had tlie advantage of possessing a very slight 
knowledge of the Hindustani language He was accom¬ 
panied by his son, a litth^ lad named Norgie, who attached 
himsdf to my com])<aiiion, the Major, in the capacity of 
gillie—and an uncommonly sharp one he made, notwith¬ 
standing his youth. Hcu’c I hired a i)ony—the Major was 
too })roud to ride—by way of saving myself as much 
umu*cessary toil as possible; and a few small sheep weni 
purchas(ul for our commissariat departimmt, at one rupee 
(eighteen])cnc(?) per head. 

The first evening after leaving Tanks(Hi, hy way of 
amusement as well as f)f making ourselves acquainted with 
our Tartar followers, we gathered them together around 
the camp-fire of sun-dried ^aik’s dung—the only fuel pro¬ 
curable—collected in the vicinit^g and got them to sing, 
dance, and perform on a musical instrument like a long, 
wooden penny whistle, from which they contrived to pro¬ 
duce waaiderfully dulcet tones. Great was their delight 
on the Major’s passing round a snnff-box, and loud and 
boisterous their mirth at seeing one another sneeze. 
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On the second morning we reached the western end of 
the Pangong tso (lake), when, on emerging from a long glen 
flanked on the one side by steep stony slopes, on the other 
by beetling clifls of a yellowisli luie,^ such a wonderful 
prospect suddenly presented itself as to amply repay any one 
for the long toilsome journey which has to be undergone to 
behold it. 

P>eneath a cloudless sky, the deep sapphire Idue of which 
was rendered extraordinarily intense in tlie rippling waves 
that reflected it, lay this salt-water lake, at an elevation of 
14,000 feet, stretching away for about thirty miles of its 
visible length, its width being about live or six. From its 
sluaes of pale-yellow sand, on eitlier side rose barren heights 
—some of them streaked and ca])])ed with perj^etual snow— 
wliose brilliant y(4 harmoniously blended colouring of every 
tint except green bailies all dcscrijUion. Ilerci and tlune 
a pure white glacier lay between the ridges that stretched 
down towards tlui water, and sonudimes jutted into it in 
fantastic-shaped promontories and bluffs, their successive 
receding outlines growing more faint, until hardly distin¬ 
guishable against the pur]dish-1)1 ue of the snow-crested 
mountains that hounded our view of the lake, where it 
takes a leftward turn for sonu' tw(dv(^ jnore niih's. 

The strangely wild ])eauty of this scene was enhanced by 
the extreme clearness of the air, which in Idhet remhus sur¬ 
rounding objects, and their bla(*k clear-cut shadows, almost 
startlingly distinct, and distances most decc^ptive. A natural 
conse(]uence of so trans])arent an atmos])here is, that the 
sun's rays strike through it with the most astonishing 
})Ower. Indeed, from tlie moment the sun a])pears over the 
horizon it commences.jdtching into your face, and especially 
your poor nose ; and even although these may be shaded from 

^ These tall elilFs were entirely formed of a rather friahlo kind of alabaster 
or we found from the tsnow-white blocks of it, recently detached 

from above, that bad rolled down below, the yellow colour on the surface 
being caused by tlio action of tlic weather. 
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its direct beams, the radiation from the dry stony ground 
is so great as to make some sort of covering for the face 
very desirable. And oh 1 the merciless, marrow-searclling 
wind that hardly ever ceases blowing on these bare Tibetan 
steppes, except for a few hours in the morning, and not 
alway.^ even then. How it, combined with hard frost every 
night, parches and cracks the snn-scorclu‘d skin on your 
face and lips, nntil speaking liecomes painful, to laugli is a 
torture, and to wash is almost ini]K)ssible. Day after day 
the skin peels off your face and hands. ''J'here is no escape 
from this evil in Tibet; it is the great drawback to a trip 
there. I generally wore a kind of mask made of thin cloth, 
extending down just over the, nose, with apendures for the 
eyes, and always kept my face widl smeared with a salve 
conijiosed of bear’s grease and spermaceti, which iicted like 
1 lasting to roast-meat, inasmuch as it ])r(‘vented the skin 
from lieing cpiite frizzled u]). Yet, with all its inconveni¬ 
ences, the light dry air of Tiliet is singularly exliilarating, 
and notwithsta,nding the sudden and extreme variations of 
temperature, highly salubrious. Ihit at this mU) we shall 
be a long tim(‘, rt'aebing (diangehenmo. 

We camped at Lookoong, two mil(\s north of the lake— 
a liamlet consisting of a few wretched little hovels, with 
about half an acre of irrigated cultivation attacdied. This 
was the last sign of any human habitation we should meet 
with nntil our redurn from the inhospitable region W(* were 
about to visit. From here two days more took us over tin* 
Marsemik la into Changebenmo. The ascimt to tliis jiass 
is so very gradual and easy, and there was so little snow 
lying oven on its gentle northern slope when we crossed, 
that it was dihiciilt to believe we were 18,000 feet above 
the sea-level; but almost all of us, our Tartars included, 
suffered more or less from headache, and my nose bled 
slightly. 

The best remedy for the unpleasant effects caused liy 
rarefied air I found to be cold strong tea; spirits only 
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increased them. The Tartars, however, drink quantities of 
cliitng, the weak spirit of the oountiy, distilled from a kind 
of barley cfilled griviy which, tliey say, answers the same 
purpose. It has a sweetish and not altogether unpleasant 
taste. In l/lic more northern Himalayas, eating raw onions 
is said by the natives to mitigate these disagreeable sensa¬ 
tions. And liere I may ofler a bit of advice : never cross a 
high pass on an empty stomach. 

We cam]^ed beside the Changchemno river—a tributary 
of the Sliyok — wliich Hows over its wide shingly bed 
Ixdween l)are, brown, stony slopes, surmounted witli pre¬ 
cipitous heights of the reddish and ochreous hues often 
so conspicuous in the colouring of tlie mountains in this 
strange land. Hcu’eabout, growing on tlui sand-hills beside 
tlie river, we were surprised and delighted to find phaity 
of fiu‘1 in tlie shape of a kind of tamarisk crlled oomhoo, 
wliich was so dry and iidlammable that we had only to })ut 
a match to a big bush for the strong wind to at once set 
it abla>:e and k(‘e 2 ) it smouldering away for hours, always 
baking care it was to lex^ward of our tents. 

We now learnt from tAvo Tartars left in cl large of supplies 
belonging to the s])ortsnien ahead of us, that their masters 
were, as we exjiected, in possession of the b(*,st hunting 
localities. After a conference^ with Changter, he suggested 
that we should proe(H.*d u]) another long glen nortli of 
(diangchennio, nam(‘d Kugrang, which he said was usually 
a pretty sure find for wild yaks. The Tartars had in¬ 
formed us that one of the sportsmen was hunting some¬ 
where about the head of this glen ; but as Changter said 
it was more than twenty miles in length, and that there 
w^erc one or two long lateral hranches leading out of it, 
we (tuisidered that our each occupying one of these would 
not be poaching. The Major accordingly decided on taking 
up his (piarters in one of them, whilst I did the same in 
another. 

In order to reach our ground, it was necessary to cross 
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the Chaiifxchenmo river. Fordinp^ this treacherous stream 
is always more or less unpleasant, and sometimes dangerous ; 
for during the summer it can only be crossed at certain 
places, and at these only during the space of a few hours 
in the morning, after which a dirty turbulent Hood of melted 
snow ; udJenly comes rushing down, and spreading itself 
over the wide l;)ed of shifting sand and gravel, renders it 
cpiite impassal)le. 

As we pursued our way u]> the Kugrang glen we saw 
several small troops of kiang (JiJf/nvs hernwims), the wild 
horse of Til)et, wliose shy behaviour showed us that human 
intentions had not always been so harmless towards them 
as ours were. Tlie kiang can hardly be called handsoin(\ 
on account of its rather ungainly lu'ad, hog mane, and 
almost rat tail, which it always tucks in when it gallo])s; 
but it shows many good points. It stands about (.lallowjiy 
height, and its general colour on the body and bead is a 
reddish dun, with a dark dorsal stripe. Its belly and legs 
are a creamy-white., as also is its nosce It is considered by 
some to be a wild ass. Its ears, however, are not largo 
like those of a donkiy, nor does it Vmiy like one, its wlnnny 
b(‘ing <piite that of a horse. 

We sa.w also two buck antelopes, which T .att(an])ted to 
stalk, but failed to get nearer than 200 yards l)ef()re tliey 
d(‘.cainped. Scanty as vegidation was everywhere, we foimd 
more of it here, strange to say, though at a considerably 
higher elevation, than in the main valley of Changchenmo, 
which accounted for game being more plentiful in this 
locality. 

The Major now went on with Ids men to establish his 
hunting-rpiarters in an offshoot to the left, wliilst I, accom¬ 
panied by Changler, Kurrecni, and a man leading my pony, 
turned up one northward to the right, our baggage-yaks 
following leisurely behind us. This offslioot of tlui Kugrang, 
Changter called Chang Looiig Koongma. It runs up x><'irallel 
to, and eight or ten mile.s west of, Chang Loong Yokina, 
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leading to the desert plain of Lingzitang, averaging over 
17,000 feetj across wliich vast elevated waste lies the route 
to Yarkand. We had proceeded two or three miles when 
Changter detected some moving objects on a gently sloping 
plateau far away up tlie glen. The glass -was soon brought 
to bear on them, when they proved to be a herd of seven 
ant(‘lopes, and two kiangs that were grazing near them. 
After watching for some time, we were glad to see the horses 
move off, leaving us a better chance of a stalk at tlic ante¬ 
lopes, amongst whicli 1 could discover several good 1)ucks. 
As there was little chance of tlieir noticing us at so great 
a distance, we moved cautiously on until we gained the 
cover of a liigh sloinng bank, rising beside the stream that 
flowed down the glen. ]I(‘re we left the pony, giving 
instructions to the man in charge of him to have the 
temts ])itehe(l, on their arrival, in a sheltered nook, whilst 
Ohangter, Kurreem, and 1 went on to try and cirennnamt 
the antelopes. 

We had ])roceed(Ml some distance along the stony bed ofV 
the str(‘am, under cover of tlui st(H‘p sloping bank beside it, 
when we were suddenly brought to a sl.and-still by seeing 
a buck antelo])e moving in front of us down toAvards the 
stream, and a second soon followed. They were still a 
considerable way otf, and, fortunately, did not detect us 
before we had croiu’hed as close as possilde under cover 
of the bank. Waiting until tlu‘y were hidden behind some 
rising ground, we again moved cautiously foinvard. At 
length we reached the spot where they had disappeared, 
but, to our dismay, they were nowhere visible beyond it. 
Thinking they might have gone back again on to the higher 
ground, we crept up the steep bank and peered over it, 
when a single doe, that happened to be close by on the 
plateau above, catching .sight of us, went away at speed. 
Still there was no sign of the bucks; and as the wind, 
which had hitherto favoured us, had now veered round, 
we made sure that they too had got intelligence of us and 
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departed. As we lay there, uncertain as to what our next 
move should be, I noticed that old Chaiigter’s countenance 
briglitened up, and his wandering eyes suddenly became 
fixed. Turning his head slowly towards me, he drew my 
attention to some animals near the mouth of a small gorge 
some 4)0 yards oil*, and whispered “ Nian (Oois Ammon), 

For the moment the antelopes were forgotten as tlie spy¬ 
glass Was directed on the iiobler animals, but those in sight 
turned out to be ew^es; and as Cliangter assured me tliat at 
tliis season there was little chance of finding old rams and 
ewes in the same liock, my disappointment was considerable, 
though I would fain have l^elieved him to be wrong in tliis 
instance. He was righc, however, as was proved when tlie 
beasts got our wind, and the herd, which consisted only of 
three cAves, sped away up tlie gorge and disappeared. 

As the sun was still ]>retty higli, wm decided upon moving 
a little; farther up the glen on the chance of again finding 
the antelopes. We W(‘re descending the sloping bank with 
the intention of getting back into the stream-bed, when we 
heard a clatter amongst the loose stones. To our astonish¬ 
ment wo lielichl a line buck antelo])e coming gallo])ing to¬ 
wards us along the slope, and a]>parently so bewildered l>y 
something that had S(;ared him that he failed to observe us 
until he got within lifty yards, when, suddenly detecting us, 
he wheeled sharp round. 1 had only time to snatch my 
ride from Cliangter and take a snap-shot, before the animal 
disappeared over the brow of the rise above us. Although 
he showed no signs of being hurt, I thought from the sound 
that the bullet had struck him. (iidte forgetting the great 
height we were at—well over 17,000 feet — 1 ran back 
quickly up the slope, and on reacliing the top saw the buck 
standing within twenty yards, his drooping head showing- 
how sorely he was wounded ; but I was (juite incapable of 
\ising my rifle. There I was obliged to lie down, gasping 
for breath, with my heart beating as if it were ready to 
burst, whilst the buck moved slowly off', gradually increasing 
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liis pace until he was lost to view in a neiglibouriiig ravine. 
My two men, wlio had wisely taken it more ({uietly, reached 
the top of the brae just in time to see tlie buck before lie 
disappeared, much to tlicir disa]>pointment, wliich 1 tliink 
was eipialled by tlieir astonishment at finding me lying 
panting on the ground without making any attempt to stop 
him. 

Jt was some time before I recovered breatli enough to 
follow tlie buck, which botli the men said I had missed ; 
l)ut as I was now quite sure he was liit, and badly too, I 
proceeded towards the ravine «at a much more moderate jiace. 
As we neared it, I lay down, and gradually worming myself 
along for some distance over the sharp loose stones, slowly 
raised my l»ea,d. Thei’e, as 1 had half ex})ecb(3d, lay the 
buck about a hundred yards ol'f in tlie ravine. Before 1 
could get my elbows wtdl jdante.d on the ground and the 
rifle levelled, he was u[> and making off again, when, to the 
great delight of old Cliangter, who had crawled up beside 
me, the rejiort of the rifle was followed by the buck throw¬ 
ing back his horns, tottering forward a few yards, and fall¬ 
ing sti'uggling on his side. 

Whilst the men were skijining and cutting him up, there 
was ample time to note his general appearance ; and as he 
was a good average s[)ecinieii of a laick tsos, a sliort descrip¬ 
tion of the Tilietan antelope ][od(jsoiL li) may perha])S 

interest those who have never seen this animal He measures 
from thirty-two inches to thirty-four inches at the shoulder; 
thick and soft, almost woolly pile, of a very ])ale-yellowish 
grey on the body, merging into white below the chest, in¬ 
side the legs, and on the stem ; dark-brown marks down 
the front of the legs, on the fore ones ex Lending up to the 
shoulder; an almost black patch on the face from between 
the eyes downwards ; muzzle very thick and coarse, with an 
odd kind of puffy protuberance beside each nostril—possibly 
a provision of nature for assisting respiration at the very 
high altitude this auipial affects; another curious glandular 
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protuberance in each groin ; tail about four inches long and 
tipped with white; horns black and lyrate, two feet long, 
set very erect and far forward on the forehead, and about a 
foot a})art at the tips, sligiitly curved forward, closely knotted 
ill front for two-thirds of their lengtli from the base, and 
smooth, behind. The does, or wluit I took to be does, for 1 
never shot at them, appeared to be very similar in colour to 
the bucks, but hornless, and without the black patch on the 
face. A unicorn animal is said to be found farther north¬ 
ward on these desert steppes, but I believe its existence to 
be as fal)ulous as that of tlie e(piinc creature reiu’esented to 
the youtliful iniaginatiou as figliting witli the lion for tlie 
crown. An antelope minus one of its horns may possibly 
have given rise to the idea. It is also said that the camel 
is found ill a. wild state farther north, within tlie tiUTitory 
of Ivlioteii. These antelopes usually fre<iuent ](jcalities 
where the ground is more or less level or undulating, and are 
never found much below 15,000 feet, thoiigii they ollcm 
as(iend the sloping faces of the mountains to mucli greater 
heights, and paiTiculaiiy after being sea,nal. Jake all TibiUin 
game, their powers of sight and scent are extremely acuUx 
Their ilesh is tender and juicy. 

lJuring the first night or two up here, and espe-cially 
towards morning, I ex])erieneed tin; uncomfortable sensaiion 
of being unable to sullicieiitly iidlate the lungs, which may 
be described as a constant inclination to heave a dee,p-drawn 
sigh. This was not to be surprised at, considering our c.ami> 
was at an elevation of 17,000 feet, calculated with a boil- 
ing-])oint thermometer 1 had brought with me. It gradindly 
wore off, however, as I liecame more accustomed to passing 
the night in such intensely cold and rarefied iiir. 

Whilst in this high valley, I, strange to say, never suffered 
in the slightest degree from the iiamsea and headache 1 ex¬ 
perienced on the open and tolerably level summits of tlie 
Chang la and Marsemik, even wlien at as great altitudes. 
Here I felt nothing more than sliortiiess of breath when 
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ascending ever so gentle a rise, and a weight about the legs, 
as if gravity were exercising an undue amount of influence 
on them. On the upper ranges of tlie Himalayas, the natives 
attribute the more unpleasant sensations to the exhalations 
from certain poisonous plants ^ growing at great heights per¬ 
meating the air; and my shikarees, when telling me about 
shooting localities close under the snowy range, would de- 
scriljc S(mie of them as being had for hldh (poison), whilst 
others which were as high, or higher, they said, were free 
from it. Although this idea is generally ridiculed by Euro¬ 
peans, it is so universally entertained througliout tlic Hima¬ 
layas l)y the hill-men, as to make one almost tliink there 
must be some foundation for it. I certainly have seen the 
deadly aconite flourishing luxuriantly on tlic higlier ranges, 
where the tall spike-like heads of its intense blue blossom 
liave [I very striking and l)eautirul elfect, shooting up, as 
tliey often do, from some moist green spot, tliickly be¬ 
sprinkled with l)uttercups, amidst grey rocks and snow-beds. 

At great heights 1 have always felt the elfects of rarefied 
air more on table-lands, or where tlie surroundings were 
comparatively level or undulating, than at similar elevations 
wliere they were very steep, eitlier upward or downward— 
and 1 believe iny experience in this respect is not singular. 
Moreover, it is remarkable that at Leh, which is under 
12,000 feet, but situated on an extensive open plateau, 
even the Tartars themselves are said to com[)lain of short¬ 
ness in breatliing and lieadache. From this it would seem 
eithei: that heiglit is not the sole cause of, at any rate, the 
latter sensation, or tlie rarity of the air must vary consider¬ 
ably at e(puil altitudes, under dillereiit conditions. These 
ideas, which have been suggested to me not only by my 
own experiences, but also by those of other Himalayan 
travellers with whom I have talked on the subject, may 
perhaps be considered rather wild, so let us now turn 

^ A Californian shnib, eoninioiily called “ poison-oak,” is said by the natives 
to have a noxious effect on those who inhale the air in its close vicinity. 
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from this long tlieoretical digression to something more 
practical. 

Next morning we went up the glen in search of dong. 
Tliere was a desolate grandeur about the mountains Hank¬ 
ing it that was very striking, though perhaps not so cliarm- 
ing to tlie eye as the forcst-elad ranges of tlie Himalayas. 
The high arid hills to the riglit were rounded in form and 
of a general reddish yellow, like tlie colour of a half-burnt 
brick ; wliereas on the left they reared aloft in grey pre¬ 
cipices, or in steep acclivities covered with large loose stones 
and shingle towards broad beds of snow, or serrated ridges 
of rock frowning grimly above. In some of tlie rifts and 
gullies running down into tlie glen lay beds of ter- 

luinating in abrupt broken declivitiivs of ])ure white ice. 
Altogether it was a savage scene of utter loneliness, which 
language would fail to describe. And the silence !—during 
the lulls between the howling blasts of wind, the deep 
depressing silence tliat reigned over this desert waste was 
truly a])palling. In most ]>laces one is accustomed to the 
buzz of insects, tlie rustle of leaves, or the “ busy lium,” 
though })erhaps only as an almost ini])erceptible murmur. 
Even at dead of niglit tlie air is nearly Jilways stirred by 
sound of some kind, however lightly it may alfect the sense 
of hearing. Here, the stillness is as of a sepulchre—all 
Nature seems dead 1 

Ikit I am forgetting that as so comparatively few of my 
readers can have seen the wild yak of Tibet {ra:ph.a(jiis 
yriLimicns), the majority of them may wish to know what 
the creature is like. Imagine, then, a clumsy bovine 
animal,^ standing from IG to 18 hands at the shouhler, 

^ Dimensions of a wild Lull yak shot by Colonel E. Smyth ; circumference 
of horn at base, 18 incljes ; len^^tli of ditto, 36 inches. 8])acc between the 
eyes, 16 inehes ; between the horns to tip of nose, 29^ inches ; hetwetm horns 
to root of tail, 8 feet 5 inches ; length of tail, 37 inches. Hciglit, 18 hands, 
or 6 feet (as far as it was possible to take it (^f a dead aniniiil). Circuinference 
of fore-foot, 21^ inches ; ditto hind-foot, 19 inches. Girth round belly, 9 feet 
8 inches ; ditto round shoulder, 10 feel 1 inch; ditto round neck at thinnest 

Q 
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which is considerably higher than the croup, with a rough 
coat of a general rusty black inclining to greyish on the 
withers; a large, stooping head, slightly grey on the face 
and about the muzzle, and set on a rather lean neck ; 
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curly grizzled hair all over the forehead, alinost concealing 
the eyes; tliick round horns from 2 to 3 feet long, and 
about 18 inches in girth, growing outwards, curving to tlie 
front, and turning upwards near their ])oints ; an enormous 
bushy black tail, extending below the hocks; a thick fringe 
of long, matted, Hack hair hanging from tlie shoulders, 
sides, and Hanks, and reacliing al)Out half-way down the 
short sturdy limbs,—and you have some sort of idea of a 
bull dong as he is here called. The cows have much the 
same general appearance, but are considerably smaller and 
less shaggy, and carry thinner and shorter horns than the 
bulls. Wild yaks generally congregate in herds, which may 
contain any inmiber up to considerably over a hundred, but 
they are sometimes found singly. Their habitat is never 
lower than 14,000 feet. 


part, 4 feet 2 iiielies. This animal (or else one shot at the same time, a little 
amaller) is now in the Leeds museum, very well stuilod and set up. 
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Towards tlie head of the glen there were marks of these 
wild beeves that had been there some time before, bnt they 
had evidently shifted their ground. Doe antelopes—or 
what I supposed were does, for they all appeared hornless 
—were pretty numerous; but not a good buck did we see 
until we reached the almc-.^c level snowless summit of a 
very high pass—thougli it did not iippear so from the 
great height we were already at—which terminated the 
glen. Here a fine fellow suddenly showed himself, and 

offered such a tempting shot that I could not resist the 

temptation to let drive at him, even at the risk of disturb- 
ing any dong that might have been in the vicinity. Of 
doing this there was, however, little fear, as the wind 
sweeping over the pass was quite enough to prevent a shot 
being heard at an}’ distance. 

Tlie buck moved on slowly a short wa}', and tlien lay 
down. Giving him a wide l>ert]i for tlie present, with the 
intention of looking him u]) on our way back, when we 

should liave a better chance of securing him, we went a 

considerable distance down the other side of tlie range, to 
a i)roniinent s])ot which Cf)mmanded an extensive view 
of the sa^^age mountainous wilderness beyond. Even 
Changter, wlio had been ex])loring this wild country since 
Ids youth, said he knew little about tlie remote region 
across this pass. Every visible atom of ground whicli was 
only here and there t^atclied with snow was carefully 
scrutinised through the spy-glass. Still there were no dong 
to l)e seen—only a couple of wild horses quietly grazing on 
an isolated green spot beside a little stream, more than a 
mile off and far below us; and a fine fox with a light 
sandy-coloured coat and a white-tipped brush. He jumped 
up quite close to us, and turning round within an easy 
stone’s - throw, stood gazing at us for some time as if with 
much wonder at our presence in this high solitude. 

It was now late in the afternoon, and we were at least 
eight miles from our camp, so we returned to try and pick 



244 


THE SADDLE ON YAK's BACK. 


up the wounded buck. As I did not wish again to risk 
disturbing the ground by shooting at him unless absolutely 
necessary, he gave us a long chase before we caught him; 
fortunately he kejjt pretty straight down the glen. 

I had not made a halt since leaving Leh ; so, by way of 
taking a much-needed rest, the next day was devoted to 
dressing the antelope heads and working up some little 
sketches I had made. 

On the following morning we started early to again try 
our luck after the wild yaks. This time I took the pony, 
to ride wlierever the ground permitted; and I would advise 
any one who hunts in Tibet not to be too proud to do 
likewise, for the work that must necessarily be done on foot, 
when actually following game, will be found cpiite severe 
enough up here, where your legs always feel as if weighted 
with lead, without any extra and unnecessary toil when it 
can be avoided. In the inhabited districts of tliis part of 
Tibi^t a pony can generally be liired, which, as it seldom 
wants any food Imt what it can pick up for itself, will be 
much better suited for the work required of it than an 
animal brought with one; or a tame yak can be ridden 
with much comfort, and its paces are smooth and easy. 
Dut to proceed. 

We had not gone far when five buck tsos were descried 
far away up on a sloi)ing hillside; but I had determined to 
devote tliis day entirely to searching for dong, so we did 
not attempt a stalk. 

Feeling much disappointed at again not finding any 
dong in the glen, I sat myself down about a mile below 
the pass, whilst I sent on a Tartar to prospect the country 
beyond it. Nearly two hours went by without the re- 
appearance of our scout. I had eaten my luncheon and 
emptied my bottle of cold tea. The sun was far too power¬ 
ful to allow of my taking a nap to pass the time, and there 
was hardly a square inch of shade anywhere near to protect 
us from its almost vertical rays. Another hour passed, and 
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my patience was getting exhausted, when Changter and 
Kurreein, who had been for some time lying dozing near 
me, suddenly lifted their lieads, and said they tliouglit they 
heard a shout in the direction of the pass. Hark to it 
again ! There is no doubt about it now, as this time it is 
borne faintly towards us on tlie wind that comes sweeping 
down from th(‘. ])a.ss in true Tibetan style ; and witli tlie 
telescope T can distinctly see the Tartar signalling to us to 
come up. As the ascent is very gentle and easy, we are 
not long in reaching liim, when, to onr great dedight, he re¬ 
ports having seem a single dong on tlie little green oasis 
wliere we had noticed the; kiangs giuzing two days before. 

Half running down the gradual aud snowless slo])e on the 
other side of the })ass, wo soon re;acli our old look-out spot., 
from wheiicm we can sen; our (juarry, looking like a little 
black eh)t in tlie distance away below ns; Imt wo shall have; 
to try all we know to (‘ireminvent the beast, for the ground 
is most nnfavonrahle for a stalk. Our only (hane;e ]*ests in 
being able to re;a(‘h the; bottom of a deu']) wide valle;y hc- 
twe*e;u us and the dong, by scrambling down a stc;e;p stony 
gully wliieh is in full view of the aiiiniah If we; can only 
maiinge to get down tliis nnobservesl and the wind favours 
us, the rest of the stalk a]>pe‘ars to be comparative;ly 
easy. 

Sli])ping the covers on the; ritles to pre;vent the sun glint¬ 
ing on the barrels, and trusting to the great distane;e ke;eping 
onr movememts unnoticed, (diangter and I coininence tlie 
descent, leaiving Knrreem to stop tlie man le;aeling the pony, 
who lias lagged some way behind us. Foi’tune; is so far 
kind that we rcacli the bottom of the valley uupe.;rceived ; 
hut a serious obstacle here presents itself in tlie shape of a 
ra])id swollen torrent of dirty melte^d snow. Up this we 
find we must make our way until we can discover a fordable 
place. Carefully watching the dong’s movements, with our 
bodies bent nearly double, we move forward a few paces 
wliilst it feeds with its head from us, crouching down 
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motionless as the stones beside us whenever the animal 
turns towards us. Thus we slowly proceed for several 
hundred paces, until we gain the cover of a high bank on 
the far side of the stream. To my great relief, we can now 
walk upright until we reacli a fordable-looking place some 
distance farther on. After wading pretty deej) through the 
ice-cold, rapid-running water, we have to double back down 
beside it until we arrive at the foot of a narrow ravine, some 
distance up and to the left of which lies the little green flat 
on which we hope to find the dong. As we slowly proceed 
up the ravine, treading carefully to avoid rattling the stones, 
old Changter in a whisper cautions me to take time, and 
not to fire until I can get a shot at the animal’s right side, 
which, he says, is more deadly than tlii^ left in a dong. He 
little knows tlui jienetrating power of a hardened Whitworth 
bullet. 

At last we rcacli a point wliicb we judge to be aliout level 
with the animal. Here we stop to recover our breath, which 
has been pretty well jiumjied out of us by our recent exer¬ 
tions. Stealthily we crawl up tlu^ sloping side of the ravine, 
over the most abominably sharp stones, and on cautiously 
peering over the. top, discover the yak within a hundred 
yards, now lying with its head turmul from us. A slight 
rattle made among the loose stones wliilst trying to plant 
my elbows steadily for the shot, at once attracts the beast’s 
attention. Springing to its feet with tlie most wonderful 
ahicrity for such a big ]>rute, it stands broadside on, with its 
head turned towards us. Defore it has time to think of 
making off, the sharp report of the Whitworth rifle rings out, 
and I can see the dust knocked up by the bullet ricoclietting 
on the gravelly slope rising beyond the animal. Away the 
beast goes up the slope at a gallop. I must by some mis¬ 
chance have shot over it. The contents of the other l)arrel 
are sent after it, but it still holds on. This time I feel 
certain I have missed, and my heart sinks within me. But 
there is yet a chance, for the beast breaks into a trot, and 
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then into a walk, which becomes slower and slower, until at 
last it pulls up and turns its drooping head to look back. 
Taking the other riHe from Changter^s ready hands, and 
quickly adjusting the sight for 200 yards, which in such 
rarefied air docs for a much greater distance, I fire again. 
“ Sh u)ash 1 ” (liravo), exclcinis the old fellow, jumping up 
excitedly, as the dong totters for a few seconds, and then 
falling heavily on its side, lies kicking in its death- 
struggle. 

On examining the carcass, we found that the first bullet 
had passed clean through bcihind the shoulder, and had 
afterwards knocked u]) the dust, on tlie slope. The second 
liad missed entirely, and tlie last had struck witliin a few 
inches of the first, luit, taking a more forward direction, had 
actually ])crforated the heart, as was found on taking it out 
—a lucky shot! 

It was ratluT disai)pointing to lind tliat the animal was a 
female, for the Iiead’s sake; but 1 tried to console myself 
with tlie idea that cow-b(‘(!f was jneh^rable to bull-beef, and 
was certainly belter than noiu^ at all,—and her fine bushy 
tail was, at any rate, a trophy worth having. 

As the sun was now gedting low, wc‘ could do little more 
tliat day than gralloch the dead beast. Whilst performing 
this operation, another dong suddenly emcirged from a gorge 
below us ; but catching our wind at once, it went off at a 
rattling pace, and was soon lost to view. It was dusk by the 
time we had recrossed the pass, fortunately there was a 
splendid bright moon to light us down the glen, as the rapid 
stream flowing through it had to be crossed and recrossed 
several times at certain x>h^ces, and fording it in the dark 
might have been a difficult, if not a dangerous undertaking. 
There is little risk, however, of getting bel.ated in Tibet if the 
sky is cloudless, as the starlight alone, at such a high alti¬ 
tude, is broad enough to admit of surrounding objects being 
seen with unusual distinctness, and cloudy nights arc excep¬ 
tional. We were so late in getting back that our Tartars 
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left in camp, fearing some mishap had befallen us, had started 
in search of us. 

After sending off a couple of the baggage-yaks early next 
morning to carry in tlie beef, I went after the five bucks we 
had seen tlie day before on our way up the glen. We found 
them still on the same ground, but they were now on the 
alert, having winded us on our way up tlie liill; so our 
attem|)t to stalk them was fruitless. Later on in the day, 
we descried in the distance several black objects which we 
at first took to be dong; but, much to our disappointment, 
the glass showed tlicm to be some of our baggage-yaks 
that had wandered miles away, on tlieir own hook, in search 
of food. 

Great was the rejoicing in camp tliat evening when the 
yaks returned laden with the meat; and a juicy beef-steak 
was a most aceeptahle addition to my own dinner—for, with 
the exception of tluire being little fat on it, the flesh of the 
dong is much the same as any other beef. 

As Changin' seemed to think tluire was now small hope 
of our finding dong in this glen, which, although usually con¬ 
sidered one of their favourite haunts, they had this year 
appanuitly almost entirely forsaken, and the only otlier likely 
places for them in Changelienmo were occupied, and would 
probably be so for some time, I decided on retracing my steps 
to the rangong country, where Ovch Ammon were said to be 
more numerous. Ly staying on here I might have killed 
many antelopes, and, by dint of excessive hard work, com¬ 
bined with much patience and luck, I might eventually have 
found a few dong on the ground beyond the pass; but my 
object was variety, not quantity, of Tibetan game. More¬ 
over, 1 was particularly anxious to see as much as possible 
of other parts of this most remarkable land during juy short 
sojourn in it. I therefore thought it waste of my limited 
time to remain longer in Changelienmo. 

1 had communicated niy intentions hy a messenger to the 
Major, and he agreed still to acconqrjany me; so next day 1 
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rejoined him where he had moved his camp to the foot of 
the glen I was in. He had killed a fine buck antelope, but 
unfortunately some wild dogs had been sliaring the sport on 
the same ground with him. It was ratlier late in the 
morning when we reforded the Cliangchonmb river, conse¬ 
quently one of the baggage-y:;ks had a misba.]) in tlie rapid 
water with its load, and my ])edding, my shot-caTlridges, 
and other things it was carrying got thoroughly wet. In 
the evening we were driven nearly distracted by myriads of 
almost invisible little sand-llies; and to add to our troubles, 
a pot of capital soup made of a hai‘e I had shot, which wo 
had been watching the pr(q)aration of with hungry eyes, was 
accidentally upset. 

We had heard so much about the intense cold of this 
high region, that we were rather surjaised at having hitheHn 
suffered almost more from the scorching sun, although the 
wind was always cutting cold, and tluwc was keen frost 
every night. We were not, liowc'ver, to (jiiit it williout a 
taste of what tlie climate sometimes could be, even in the 
montli of July, Next evening, aft(‘r a long djiy’s march, 
varied by grilling-liot sunsliine and hitter-cold showtws of 
sleet, we cam[)ed about six miles short of the top of the 
Marsemik, iiitendiiig to cross it in tliii early morning. 
Towards dark, clouds Ixgan to gather ominously about the 
mountain-to])s, and wlieii we turned iii at niglit snow was 
falling; but there was no appearance of it lying anywhere 
in the vicinity, exce])t inside some small covered recesses of 
a kind of refuge built rudely of loose stoiuis and c^arth. In 
these the drift-snow, from lieing entirely screened from the 
sun, lay in hard dirt-covered heaps, having probably Ijeen 
deposited there in winter. 

In the morning I was awakened by an unusual sound of 
thumping and j)idling at my tent. It turned out to be my 
servant trying to effect an entrance througli tlie fresli-fallen 
snow that had drifted up tliickly about it, and on looking 
out, to my astonishment I saw nothing but one white waste 
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of snow that had fallen nearly a foot deep during the night. 
The hillsides were shrouded in mist, and snow was still 
falling,—altogether about as cold and dreary a prospect as 
one could behold. Our poor yaks presented a most pitiful 
appearance as they stood helplessly chewing the cud of de¬ 
spondence, being entirely dependent for food—for tliey will 
not eat grain—on the small amount of vegetation which was 
now buried in snow. Even a pair of big ravens that croaked 
lugubriously about the camp, on the look-out for stray scraps 
of meat, looked more than usually sad, as they sat there 
witli their sable plumes all rullled from tlie cold. 

Crossing the pass that day was completely out of the 
question, both on account of the tliit^k mist and the snow 
that our men reported to be knee-deep on the track a short 
distance higher up. Fortunately for us, a (piantity of 
hoortze ^ had been collected liere in readiness for Captain 
llasevi and his party, who were coming into Changcheiimo, 
or we sliould have been wellnigh frozen. 

The Major had ])itched liis little tent inside the stone 
enclosure of tlio refuge, where, although better protected 
than mine, it still was half buried in snow. Instead of 
turning out in the cold as I had done, he had more wisely 
kept under his blankets, where he snugly snoozed until 
breakfast-time. By way of trying to keep warm, I went 
into one of tlie stone-built recesses, where several of our 
Tartars were crouching round a small grass-root fire, and 
was considerably edified by watching them cooking and 
despatcliing their morning repjist. 

To l)egin witli, a very dirty coj^per vessel was put on the 
fire and filled with some green weed like nettles, barley- 
flour, and water. Whilst one of the men stirred this pottage 

^ lioortzc is a kiiul of plant not unlike an exaggerated bunch of Alpniie 
EddwcAsSf with large, thick, dry roots. It grows in tufts, sparsely scattered 
over the stony ground, and is found almost everywhere where vegetation 
exists at all in Tibet, and is the principal, and often the only, fuel procurable. 
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round and round with a wooden ladle, another produced 
some raw meat—a hit of the dong I had shot. This lie 
proceeded to tear ii]) into small strips and throw them 
on tlie fire, every now and then popping a raw lump into 
his mouth and masticating it with the greatest apparent 
gusto. Even the bits on tlio fire were quickly disposed of 
after being merely singed. As soon as the pottage was 
consideied ready, it was ladled out into little wooden cups, 
like the whisky qnaighs ” of the HigliLinds, minus the 
handles, which each man produced from inside the ])reast of 
his dirty woollen coat, and gul]>ed up from them with a 
prodigious amount of noise. After being replenished again 
<and again until the pot w'as emptied, the cu])s were carefully 
licked clean, and redeposited in the place whence they had 
been taken. Another course of th^sh was about to be 
parbiken of, after the manner of the first, but a regard for 
my own appetite for breakfast prevented my waiting to see 
it discussed. Th(‘se hardy Tartars are (piite indepiuident of 
any otlau’ dishes beyond their little wooden bowls. In these 
they mix tludr ''suttoo’' (meal made from barley) with a 
little water and salt, and makc^ an expeditious repast of 
it whenever they feel hungry. Indeed this kind of un¬ 
cooked porridge seiuns to b(‘ their staple food. 

In the forenoon the sun broke forth, and some idea of 
its power up Iiere may l)e formed wlien I say that hy 
evening the ground aliout our camp was nearly free from 
snow, and next morning we were able to proceed without 
inconvenience over the almost bare earth, which was frozen 
as hard as iron. This time 1 felt no uncomfortable sensa¬ 
tions from the rarefied air on the ])ass, nor did I again sufier 
from them on this trip, even when at considerably higher 
elevations, beyond the usual feeling of extra weight and 
lassitude about the legs, and the inclination—indeed I may 
call it the necessity—for constantly drawing a deep inspira¬ 
tion to fill the lungs, which 1 have already mentioned. 
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At Lookoong we stopped for two days to await the arrival 
of Captain Basevi there, on his way to prosecute his pen¬ 
dulum observations on the highly elevated table-lands in 
Changchenmo. We took advantage of the halt to Iiave a 
general wash-up- of our dirty clotlies in the stream that 
flowed past the tents, as also did old Changter to improve 
Ids personal appearance. Bor this purpose he came and 
borrowed one of the butcher-knives I used for skinning 
animals, to cut his hair witli. Being curious to see the 
result of the process of hair-cuttijig with a knife, I W'as 
selfish enough not to suggest to liini tlie use of a large pair 
of scissors I possessed. Some hours after, when he again 
turned up, liis liead, except wliere grew his pigtail and a 
few straggling locks beside it that had escaped the ravages 
of the knife, resemlded the half-shaved l)ack of a liedgehog, 
as likewise did his son Norgie’s, upon whicli lie had also 
operated. 

Our men liad caught a lot of excellent little trout-like 
fish-in the stream beside which w'e were camped, by driving 
them under the baidvS and there “ tickling ” tliem. The 
largc'.st were about 8 inches long, dark brown above, golden 
below, and had iiregular black patcli-like spots on their 
sides. We had also shot one or two fine hares, which are 
plentiful in many ])arts of Tiliet. 'They weigh about 6 lb., 
and are not unlike the blue hare of the Highlands of Scot¬ 
land in their habits and appearance, but a great deal more 
wild, and much lighter in colour. Witli these luxuries, a 
bit of antelope-meat, and some wild-yak beef which were 
still to the fore and in good order (as meat kee23s for any 
time in Tibet), some dried a 2 )i*icots from Skardo,^ purchased 
at Leh, and a solitary tin of preserved oysters I had by 
some chance brought with me, we resolved to prepare 
a grand entertainment to celeljrate our re-meeting with 
Cai)tain Basevi. I here give our menu, to show what 

' The chief town of Balttstaii or Little Tibet. 
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may occasionally be accomj)lislied in the way of cuisine 
even in these desert wilds, with the help of the cooking- 
pot and the broiler invented by Captain Warren, 
which I would recommend as an essential part of a 
Tibetan sportsmans kit. 


3IENU. 

Tibetan hare-soup. 

] boiled Tibetan trout, 
llect'-steak of wild yak and oyster sauce. 

Broiled fowl 
{}^nht'':nhed Inj our guest) 
and wild yak’s tongue. 

Green jx'as 

{amned, suhscribed hg out' guest). 

Gurry of Ti)»otan antelope, and ) i( e. 

Skai'do apricots, slewed, with yak’s-niilk sauce. 

Clicese. Pre.served butler. 

Soda cakes. 

AV'^hisky-toddy. 

Altogether a rave rci)ast, such as even tliat world-known 
restaurant, Les Trois Freres de rrovcncc, in the Palais 
lioyal, would have found it rather ddficult to provide— 
even without the disadvantage of liaving the kitchen-roof 
fall ill during its 2 )reparation, as happened in this case, 
when the servants’ little tent, in whicli our feast was being 
cooked, was blown down by a hurricane of wind and rain. 

Here we parted from Captain Basevi—lie proceeding on 
his w\ay in search of scientific lore, w^e on ours in pursuit 
of the ferev naturce. IIow little did tlie dear good fellow 
think, as, in excellent health and spirits, he cliemily bade 
us “ Good-bye,” that we were the last of his fellow-country¬ 
men whose hands he would ever grasp! Sad indeed was 
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his fate. In that inhospitable re^non to which his labours 
in the cause of science had led him, with not a friend near, 
and far, far beyond the reach of any aid save that of his 
native attendants, he was suddenly taken ill, and, after a 
few brief hours of suffering, passed away within eight days 
of his parting from us. He now lies at rest in the Chris¬ 
tian cemetery in beautiful Caslimere, to which his remains 
were conveyed from Tanksec, wliere they liad at first been 
interred. 



Tibetan {hand) Traycr-zohccL 
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(UIAPTER XVHL 

In hunting the Ovis AhiiiioUy or Niiiii ns in Tibet it is 
called, the s])ortsiiian must ex])ect to undergo a great deal 
of fatigue and frequent disappointment, and to have his 
patience and endurance tried ju'etty severely; but should 
he have the luck to secure even one reidly fine sj)ecimeii, 
he may think himself well rewarded for all his trouble. 
One may wander for days and days over known good 
localities without seeing large rams; and when they are 
found, their '' cutenessis in proportion to their size, for 
even then they may have to be followed for many a mile, 
and, as likely as not, without getting a shot at them after 
all. An (dd ram Ovis Aiuuion is certainly the most wary 
and restless game-animal that exists—even the crafty High¬ 
land stag is a fool comi)ared with him ; and the ground he 
frequents is usually so opcm and bare as often to make 
approaching him there next thing to impossible. The 
ever-blowing wind, too, which is so shifty among these un¬ 
dulating uplands and ravines, frequently bailies the best of 
stalkers; but all this only makes the pleasure of success 
the greater. 

A full-grown Ovis Ammon (or Ovis Argali) stands about 
twelve hands. The general colour of its x>ile—which is 
short, soft, and close—is a kind of light brownish-grey, 
growing much darker about tlie withers and fore-quarters, 
and slightly so along the centre of the l)ack. In autumn it 
becomes darker all over, and more glossy. Under the chest 
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and belly it is much lighter—almost white, in fact. The 
legs, which are rather lanky and comparatively slight for a 
sheej), are also nearly white, with brown marks down their 
front. The stern and haunches are a pale yellowish-white. 
In old rams the hair in front of the shoulders is much 
longer than elsewhere, and stands out in a sort of greyish- 
white ruff. The muzzle is whitish and fine. Of tail there 
is Iiardly a vestige. The massive, deeply-creased horns are 
well arched upwards and backwards, their points curling 
round to the front beside the cheeks like cart-wheels. In 
weight the horns are not exceeded by those of any other 
known anima] of the sheep tribe except tlie Ovis Toli, 
which inhabits the l\‘Uiiir steppes and other more northern 
parts of Turkestan. Tlic horns of the Om* Foli are, how¬ 
ever, not so thick, though they are very niucli longer, and 
Lave more curl and a mucli wider spread. About 40 inches 
long and 17 or 18 inches in circumference at the base, may 
be considered a fair average size for a good Ovis Ammon 
ram’s horns, though they often grow bigger; but in almost 
all large specimens the tips are broken, wliich takes several 
inches off what the horns would be in length if perfect. A 
head of about this size weighs quite 40 lb., yet it does not 
look disproportionately large, nor does the animal appear to 
be at all inconvenienced by its ponderous horns. The ewes 
are considerably smaller than the rams, and rather ligliter 
in colour. They carry comparatively short and thin curved 
horns, and have no white ruff. Strange to say, they arc 
much less wary than the old rams, which is rather unusual 
with the females of the majority of gregarious wild animals. 
Tliey drop one lamb yearly in spring. Altliough Oves 
Ammon usually affect open and more or less undulating 
ground, they often ascend the sloping mountain-sides to 
very great lieiglits; but they are not much addicted to nor 
adapted for climbing, like tlie other kinds of Himalayan 
wild sheep. In this respect the Ovis Ammon differs from 
the animal nearest approaching it in appearance—the “ big- 
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horn ” of the Eocky Mountains {Ovis montana), which is 
a good climber. During the rutting season the rams are 
much given to fighting, and their wherealiouts may some¬ 
times be discovered l)y the clashing together of their horns, 
which, when the air happens to be still, can be heard at a 
great distance, though tlie animals may be hidden from 
view'. The Ovis Ammon is strictly a Tibetan animal, but, 
as it sometimes frcMiuents the more gentle slopes on the 
eastern side of the Himalayas, it may be included among 
the game of tliose mountains. 

This magnilicent wild sheep, owing to the remoteness of 
its haunts and the difbculty in circumventing it when you 
get there, not to mention the grandness of its trophies when 
secured, is perhaps more prized than any other Himalayan 
game. In fact, tlie man w^ho fairly stalks and kills his big 
ram Otrls Ammon, may consider he has gamed the ‘‘ Blue 
Thbbon,” so to speak, of Himalayan sport. 

()n the 10th of July we left Lookoong for Chooslnil, a 
fair-sized Tartar hamlet near some borax-mines, about eight 
miles southward of the l^ingong tso, along the side of which 
the greater part of our three days’ journey to it lay. Not 
a living thing was there to be seen, nor was there a sound 
to break the dead silence around this watery waste save the 
monotonous plash of the wavelets breaking along the sandy 
shore. From tlie unmistakable evidences al)Out its mar¬ 
gin, the water of this lake must be steadily receding; and 
Ohangter informed me that a long low rock which ap])ears 
above water near its northern end was, within his recollec¬ 
tion, quite invisible, and that each year it is gradually be¬ 
coming more exposed. The water, although clear as crysLal, 
is quite undrinkable, from having an intensely salt and 
bitter taste. 

I had been told of a good locality for finding the big rams 
on the Chinese frontier eastward of Chooshul; but as the 
same ground had also been recommended to the Major, I 
relinquished my intention of hunting it at present in his 

u 
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favour. After replenishing our supply of flour and changing 
our baggage-yaks at the hamlet, the Major proceeded to 
work the undulating liills in the vicinity of the Pangoor tso, 
a more elevated hut much smaller salt lake than the Pan¬ 
gong, some ten miles east of Chooshul. As I was feeling 
rather “ out of sorts,” I delayed my start in a more southerly 
direction for a few days. Changter recommended my taking 
two or three dogs and their owner with me from here, as 
being useful for hunting napoo {Ovis nalmra )—the burrcl or 
blue wild sheep of the Himalayas—which he said we might 
also find on the ground he recommended my hunting over 
for Oven Ammon. They were ugly, half-starved-looking curs, 
but doubtless were well up to the work ibr which they were 
intended—being trained to hunt down theii- quarry as the 
ibex dogs are in the (Jashmerc mountains. It turned out, 
however, that I nearly had cause to repent having taken 
them, as will ]n*esently be seen. 

After three days’ rest 1 was fit enough to set out again, 
under Changter’s guidance; so the baggage-animals were 
collected and packed. As yaks are sometimes apt to make 
free use of their horns, especially towards strangers, loading 
them is not always an easy job. The Tartars usually collect 
them in a ring, with their heads turned inwards, and their 
horns tied together until all are laden, when they are again 
set free and driven on their way. 

Our route led over a low pass, or what looked a low one from 
the open level ground around Chooshul, wliich was already 
about 14,000 feet, but the ascent to it was pretty steep. 
On reaching the summit, a lonesome picture of flood and 
fell appeared stretching away beyond. About a mile from 
and considerably below us lay the Mirpa tso, an irregular¬ 
shaped sheet of dark, sullen-looking water, some four or five 
miles in circumference. liising almost from its margin on 
every side were brown-coloured, rounded, and sterile hills, 
with nothing to break the dreary monotony of their appear¬ 
ance save a few patches of snow that lay near the top of 
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some of tlieir long stony slopes, and in one or two of the 
deeper liollows of the gullies that ran down between tliem. 
The scanty tnfts of heritage that existed on the sides of this 
huge natural water-basin, as it were, were rcndeiHal almost 
invisi1)le by distance, except in a few low and more level 
s])ots, where tlie moisture, derived eitlau’ from s])rings or 
from triclding streamlets, had givcm tlie st‘ra])s of turf there 
a most vivid green, which was quite a relief for tlie oyo to 
rest on. 

After a short time spent in contem])la,ting this joyless soli¬ 
tude, we descended to the shore of the hake. Not a briaith 
oi‘ the usual wind was then stirring to rutile its ])lacid sur¬ 
face, which r(is(unblcd a sheet of polished steel. TIui dull 
grey liglit of a cloudy day, and the solemn silence that 
reigned supremo, combined with the bleak and dismal aspiad 
of the surrounding hills, we-re such as to induce ii feeling of 
utter lomdincss which was almost irksome. The men with 

t 

me stretched tliemselves out on the dry white sand that 
Ixuahaed the lake, and were soon fast aslec]). Even the 
]>ony seiniKKl tf) fed the dcqu'cssing intliumci* of the profound 
stillness, as he stood lislh‘ssly there witli di‘oo])ing hcud 
and dosed e}a's. The only signs of life oi* motion to bc' seen 
wcrci exhibited by the dogs as tliey tugged and gnawed at 
some dry bits of skin that partially covmed the sun-bhiached 
bones of a dead animal that lay close to tin* watm-’s edge. 
If from this inade(piate‘ sketch the read(*r can ])icture it to 
himself, such was the ground in which 1 hoped to find the 
objiads of my present search. 

I was not sorry when my meditations, which under the 
circumstances were not of the liveliest order, were interrupted 
by the sound of footfalls, and on looking round, f saw my 
cook a])])roaching with the men who carried the kiltas ^ con¬ 
taining breakfast. After appeasing my appetite, which had 
not liecn so much afTected as my spirits, we skirted along 
the shore of the lake, and cainpiMl at its southern end. 

^ Baskets made for carrying loads on the hack. 
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For the two following days we wandered high and low 
over these desolate hills, which I found to he a great deal 
steeper than they had at first looked. Carefully did I scan 
every hillside, glen, and corrie through the telescope, with¬ 
out a living thing appearing in its field except kiangs, or an 
occasional marmot as it sat basking near the entrance to its 
hun’ow. Not even a fresh mark of an Ovis did we see to 
encourage us. The animals had evidently si lifted their 
ground, so we resolved to follow their example. 

With this intent, next morning, leaving instructions for 
the traps to he brought on some distance behind us, in case 
of our meeting with game, we were on the move shortly 
after dawn. We had crossed a high ridge, and were de¬ 
scending a gentle slope beyond it, when one of the dogs, 
which, being little more than a puppy, Ins owner did not 
think it necessary to tie u]^, suddenly showed signs of more 
knowledge of liis calling tlian lie had been given credit for. 
This young beast, that answered to the name of Lukkur— 
or rather ought to have done so—was now drawing ahead, 
apparently on the scent of something, and neither the per¬ 
suasions nor the threats of his master had any power to stop 
liim. We had not proceeded many yards when, on the 
face of a low spur that had hitherto been hidden from our 
sight, we descried the cause of Master Lukkur s movements. 
A flock of seven male Ovcs were standing huddled together, 
evidently watching the dog, which had disappeared in a 
hollow lying between them and us ; and almost immediately 
the sound of his bark was followed by the herd scampering 
wildly over the crest of the spur. My feelings at that 
moment can easily be imagined. My anger and vexation 
were so great, that I could with difficulty refrain from 
shooting the confounded young beast as he came trotting 
back after the mischief he had done. There was, however, 
one chance left, though a very poor one. Fortunately the 
dog had not followed the animals far, and their attention 
had been so much taken up with his movements, that they 
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in all probability Lad not observed ours. Wc therefore 
resolved to follow them, on the chance of again linding 
them. 

I>y the greatest good luck wc overtook them about a 
mile beyond where they had di.sappeared. Although some 
of tljem had begun to f< c<.l, tliey were still in a restless 
state; so the only thing to be done was to patiently watch 
them as they kept slowly moving up tlie hillside. At hist 
one of them lay down, and the rest soon followed his 
example. Crawling backwards until we were well under 
cover, we again got on our feet, and as the wind was 
favourable, we resolved to try and get above them. T<.) 
effect tliis was by no means easy, as the face of the hill 
we laid to climb was a,wfully stee]), and com])osed of 
nothing lait loose sluirp fragments of rock, that afforded 
most uncertain footing, and frerpient sto]»])ages were neces¬ 
sary to takci breatli. 

()n reaching wliat we considered a sufficicmt lieiglit to b(‘ 
well above the ]>lace where tlie flock was lying, after a few 
minutes’ rest we liad to resume tlie stoojang and crawling 
process for some distance. But notwithstanding all our 
caution, the wily .animals detected us in some m.anner, 
f('r the next sight 1 got of them was at about 200 yards, 
as they were galloping .away uj) the slo]»ing hillside. Sight¬ 
ing for that distance, and making for a luui]) of rock a few 
yards in front th.at oifered a good rest, 1 }►laced my cap 
under the rifle and waited until they sto])])ed, as I expected 
they would do before going f.ar, to look l)a.ck. Taking a 
full bead on the one I thought h.ad the largest horns, 1 let 
drive. Aw^ay they went in a cluster over the rise above 
them, leaving the lord of the flock half diugging his hind- 
fUiarters after him as he in vain tried to overUike the rest. 
I gave them a parting salute with the other barrel as they 
topped the rise, wdiich compliment they failed to acknow¬ 
ledge. This was a lucky chance and no mistake, as the 
distance must have been quite 250 yards. The poor brute 
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dragged himself on liis haunches for fully a quarter of a 
mile down the other side of the hill before his strength 
failed him, and on our approach raised himself on his fore¬ 
legs and menaced us with his horns. Although he was a 
full-grown ram, measuring about twelve hands, his horns 
did not turn out to be so large as they had looked at a 
-distance. 

]>y the time we got back over the hill, the baggage-yaks 
had arrived at the place where we had left the pony and 
dogs below. As tlie country about looked promising, and 
there was water at hand, 1 decided to camp liere for a day 
or tw'o. Good as it seemed, and although we worked hard 
over it, as well as a more distant beat, to reach wliich we 
crossed a rocky ridge that must have been considenddy 
al)ove 19,000 feet, our success was no better here tlian on 
our last ground. We saw only four Oirs, which tlie spy¬ 
glass si)ared me the trouble of going after, by showing them 
to be either ewes or very young males. How many a weary 
and useless mile does a good telescope thus save ! We also 
came across a black wolf, but he was too far out for a shot, 
and his long slinging trot soon took him out of sight. The 
only thing I emptied my rilie at was a marmot, as it sat iq) 
whistling away, near the mouth of its burrow, not far from 
my tent. It was somewhat smaller than the Himalayan 
variety, and of a uniform yellowisli-grey colour, and appeared 
to be identical with tlie Alpine marmot. The Tartars con¬ 
sider marmots excellent eating, and probably they are so, 
though I could never bring myself to try them. When we 
happened to encamp near their burrows, of which there are 
generally a number together, like tlie prairie-dog “ cities ” 
ill America, our men would sometimes secure them by 
smoking them out of their holes, and killing them with 
sticks and stones. To cook them they were first singed 
bodily in the fire to remove the hair, and then cut up and 
boiled, skin and all. 

The Major and I had arranged to meet at a jdace called 
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Nuimi, on the Indus, where it is fordable ov ferryable, 
according to the season, as we should tliere liave to cross it 
on our way to the Hanle country, where we intended to try 
oui' luck after the goa (Tibetan gazelle). As niy camp was 
at an elevation ox over 17,000 feet, calculated by boiling- 
poini tlicrmometer, and was fearfully cold and windy, I was 
not sorry to turn my steps downwards in the direction of 
Numa, which we reached in two days. 

The Major had seen a good many big Ovcs Ammon on 
the ground he had been over, but unfortunately liad killed 
none, so we decided that I should return there with him, as 
he said there was plenty of room for two guns. I need not, 
however, recapitulate all tlie vicissitudes and disap])ointment8 
experienced during the several days spent in endeavouring 
to circumvent tliese most wary animals, without even tlie 
satisfaction of getting a shot, so let us rcLorii to Numa, and 
thence continue our wanderings. 
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South of the Indus, in tlie wild, almost uninliabited 
districts of Hanlcj and liookshu, there are good localities for 
Oves Ammon; but as Cliangter i-efiised to budge an inch 
farther tlian the river, and we were unable to get any one 
else who was able or willing to show us wlierc to find them, 
we resolved to make direct for the little liamlet of Ilanle, 
there to engage a guide who had been recommended to tlie 
Major. Tliencc, after hunting up the goa, or Tibetan 
gazelle, in tlie country beyond it, we 2 >i’oi)osed returning 
witli our new guide to again try our luck at the big sheep. 

Hanle, wliicli we readied in three days, is tlie cliief and 
almost the only inhabited place in the extensive district of 
the same name. 

To the soutli and east of Hanle, stretdiing away for some 
twenty-five miles to tlie confines of the Chinese dominions, 
lies a desolate expanse of rolling u])lands and ravines with 
an exceedingly limited amount of vegetation scattered over 
them. These stony downs, as they may be termed, the 
altitude of which ranges between 15,000 and 17,000 or 
more feet, are a favourite haunt of the goa. 

Standing from 22 to 24 inches in height, on most 
delicately formed limbs, the goa, or Tibetan gazelle {rrocapra 
•picticaiuiata), is perhaps one of the most graceful little 
creatures that exists. Its general colour is a pale brownish 
fawn; the head is light fawn, but in old bucks the hair on 
the forehead and about tlie roots of the horns is white. On 
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tlic stem is a pure-white disc bordered distinctly with a 
yellowish-brown mark. The tail is dark brown, and very 
short. The horns, which in a full-grown buck are 11 or 
12 inches long, are more curved than those of tlie Indian 
gazelle ; they are closely annulated to within about 2 inches 
of til' ir tips, where they turn sliglitly upwards, and some¬ 
times inwards, and from being planted rather forward, and 
springing well upward in their curve, they give the beauti¬ 
fully formed little head a most jaunty api)earance. The 
doe almost exactly resembles the buck, except that she 
carries no horns. In this respect she differs from the 
female Indian gazelle, which has small horns. 1 do not 
think the goa’s sense of smell is (pvite so acute as that of 
other Tibetan game-animals, but this is compensated for by 
its wonderfully keen sight. I'he nature and heiglit of the 
ground it freciucnts I have already diiscribcd. 

On the day we left Hanle, fis we were trudging along in 
advance of our biiggage-yaks, we got our first sight of a 
buck goa as hci beat a hasty retreat over some distant 
rising ground. 

The following morning we were both afoot veiy early, 
each taking a separate line of country ; whilst our traps 
were to follow direct to our uvxi cam])ing-]dace, in the 
vicinity of which the Major’s guide said there was a chance 
of finding Oven An tv ion. 

llicebus was just walking u[) as T to])]ied the brow of a 
rise and carefully looked over, when I noticed that the light 
of his countenance was shed on two small idjects that 
stood on the face of an opposite slo])e. They did not look 
much like stones, though they W'ere just as motionless. 
Pointing them out to a Tartar who wais following me, he 
merely ejaculated “ Goa ! ” and instantly squatted. On 
taking a S 2 )y at them through the glass, they turned out to 
be two fine bucks; but the sharp-eyed little creatures, not¬ 
withstanding the distance we were from them, had already 
detected our heads—for they could have seen nothing more 
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—and were gazing straight towards us. Presently one of 
them went hounding and skipping away up the slope, 
sometimes turning round for a few seconds to look back, 
until he at length disappeared over its brow. His com¬ 
panion continued to gaze ; but as we kept perfectly still, he 
at last appeared to think that he must have been mistaken 
in his suspicions, for he quietly turned round and began 
feeding. In a short time, however, he became restless, and 
after wistfully looking about him, as if lie had suddenly 
missed his companion, trotted off in the direction he had 
gone, hardly stopping until his form appeared on the sky¬ 
line at the top of the slope, and after a good look around 
him, he too moved out of siglit. 

Up we jumped and followed at our best pace, which, in 
the thin air of an altitude of well over 16,000 feet, could 
not be very fast, altliougli the ascent was quite gentle. On 
nearing the brow I made for some hi]*ge stones, from behind 
the cover of which to view the ground beyond, and at the 
first glance had the satisfaction of seeing both the bucks 
feeding within 130 yards of where I lay. Singling out 
what I thought the better of the two, I luckily dropped him 
in his tracks. The other sped olf for a short distance and 
then pulled up. If I hit him with tlie second barrel, as, 
from the sound, I thoimht I had, it must have been too far 
back in the body, for he galloped olf and was lost to view in 
a dip of the ground. Exchanging the em])ty Whitworth 
rifle fur another, a breech-loader, I followed after the buck, 
and found him standing at the bottom of the hollow ; but 
before I could get my aim he bounded off, though only to a 
short distance, when he again stood and offered a fair broad¬ 
side chance. I pressed the tricker—click ! a bad cartridge, 
thouglit I, and cocked the other hammer; click ! again, and 
away trotted the goa. 1 opened the breech and found 
nothing but daylight in the barrels : dolt that I was, I had 
forgotten to put in the cartridges. 

As the buck had taken a direction exactly opposite to the 
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one I wished to go, and my Tartar guide said it v/as a long 
way to our next camping-place, I abandoned further pursuit, 
as, even if wounded, the animal might have led me a long 
and a luingry chase, for I had stupidly neglected to take any 
})roveiider with me that morning. We therefore returned 
to pick up the buck I lia<l killed, and the Tartar liaving 
shouldered him, we made the best of our way in the 
direction our yaks had gone, overtaking tliem in time for 
a late breakfast, to which I felt quite ready to do ample 
justice. 

After working over this ground from morning to night for 
two days, seeing only the ubi(piitous khing, a few female goa 
with their young at foot, and a tine pair of horns attached 
to the sun-dried remains of a ram which had ])rohably died 
of starvation in winter, we sliifted camp towards tlie source 
of the Hanle river, near the (diinese border. Several more 
goa were seen on our way there; but all being “hummel,” i 
refrained from shooting at them lest tlie firing sliould disturlj 
better game, though 1 would fain have laid some more venison 
in cam]), our Tartars’ apindites being voracious. 

As this locality was considered a sure iind for goa, the 
Major and 1 started very early next morning in (]uest of 
them. He took the; right and 1 the left of a fairly wide 
valley, towards the head of wliich tliere was a ])a.ss leading 
over from the Haide ])rovincc, wliich is under the rule of 
tlie Maharajah of Cashmere, into the Cdiinese-Tibetau terri¬ 
tory of Chumurti, we having yu’eviously arranged that the 
first of us to reach the summit of the pass, some seven or 
eight miles distant, should await the other’s ari*i\axl there. 

Tlie scenery of the u])per part of this valley was ])erhay)S 
of a grander character than any we had as yet seen in Tibet. 
This was owing to the mountains on both sides looking more 
rugged, precipitous, and snow-clad than usual, and from 
there being at the head of this wild glen a confluence of two 
fine glaciers, from the base of which the Ilaiile stream issued, 
and thence flowed in a broken, tortuous torrent, between 
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banks of bright-green tiirf, clown through the otherwise 
almost verdiireless valley. Our pass, however, led over a 
depression at the toj) of a high stony acclivity on the left of 
the glen, wliere the stee.p mountain-slopes on either side 
approached eacli other more closely, five or six miles short 
of tlie glaciers. 

Among some broken raviny ground in the valley I found 
a lierd of several goa, and fartlier on a solitary doe. The 
former made of! without giving me a cliance ; the latter, 
althougli odering an easy shot, 1 did not molest, for which 
slie afterwards sei ved me a good turn in a rather singular 
niainu‘.r. 

On nearing the to}) of the ])ass 1 observed several men 
sitting behind the; shelter of a big stone. These, my Tartar 
com]>anions (oiui of whom was our interpreter Kurreem) in¬ 
formed nu‘, were “ 0]i(‘c;n log ” ((/Iiinese people), who were 
kiM'ping watch and ward thcjre, having ])rohahly heard that 
two Europeans wcu'c encani])ed in the \'ic.inity. As w'e a])- 
])roached, they retired out of sight; hut on arriving at the 
summit, one of them suddenly rea])])earcid and s(|uatted him¬ 
self on the ground some distance from us. On gritting up 
to him, a ratluir animated conversation was conimenc'ed be- 
tw('en him and my men, who informed me that he was re¬ 
monstrating against our ])roceeding any farther. On it being 
exjdained t(» him that Ave had no intention of invading his 
country, he scaaned satistied ; but on my moving forward a 
short distance down the gently sloping Chinese side of the 
pass, in order to obtain a better view of the country beyond 
it, 1 fancy his sus])icions were aroused, for, although he 
olfered no further remonstrance, he })roceeded to tell us, 
with a view to intimidation 1 suppose, that some more men 
wouhl soon be up to join him. 

1 now sat down to wait until the Major should arrive. A 
quarter of an hour had scarcely^ elaj)sed wlien tlie ckitter of 
liorses’ hoofs, and the jingle of the little bells tliat are always 
attached to the Tibetan bridles, were heard coming up the 
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pass, and presently three or four Tartars, mounted on capital 
ponies (for which Chumurti is famed), hove in sight. One 
of them, a rather well-dressed corpulent individual, turned 
out to he the head functionary of the Chumurti province. 
Tliey galloped l)y without at first observing us as we sat 
among u; the rocks and stones : i)ut on suddenly catching sight 
of us, the stout party, seemingly in a high state of excite¬ 
ment, wiieeled round his pony and rode straight towards us, 
shouting and waving his arm in the air, as if lie were lead¬ 
ing on Ids army of Tartars, who had not as yet arrived in 
sight. Very soon, however, parties of two or three men at 
a time began to ap]>ear in tlie most marvellous manner, as 
though tliey had suddenly arisen out of the ground, like “Clan- 
Alpine’s warriors true,” until a small crowd, numliering aliout 
forty or iifty, had collected around us. Wliere tln^y had all 
come from so quickly it w<as im])ossible to coii jecture, for the 
t-{)p of tlie ])ass was as desolate-looking a. spot as a lieight of, 
1 .should say, nearly 18,000 feet could make it. A dirtiiu’ 
or mor(‘ ill-favoured lot than the gxuieridity of tliem were, 
1 iievi^r set (‘.yes on. Had tln^y eanic'd any otluu' \V(\'i])ons 
than their wool-spiiidles, and had I not 1ku*ii awiire that the 
I'csistaiice offered by these borderers to hiurojicjui tra-vellers 
or sportsmen a.ltem])ting to cross the Ruhicon of tlui Chiiuisii 
Empire in Tibet was usually more of a ]>assive than ii forcible 
kind, I should have felt eoiisiderahle relief of mind at Ixhug 
n*iiiforc(xl ]>y tlie Major and his nuci, wlio, having erosscjd 
tlie stream helow the jiass, soon appear<;d on the sc.ciu‘. of 
action. I took the precaution, nevertheless, to kee.]) my 
Titles within rea.c*h, in case of any attempt being made to 
apj)ro])riate tliem. 

Whilst the Major and I sat there m.'ikiiig futile attempts 
at ))olite conversation with the stout potentate, who of course 
could not understand a word we were saying, his myrmidons 
were gesticulating and clamouring away in an excited manner, 
(piite as unintelligible to ns, with omt exception, wliich wa.s a 
kind of pantomime of the act of binding the hands behind 
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the back. All this, we afterwards learnt, was inveighing 
against the Hanle men for taking us up to the pass, and 
threatening to bind tlie Major’s guide, whom they considered 
the arcli-offender, liaiid and foot, and drown him, as they 
})ut it, for doing so. Their having suggested this mode of 
disposing of him struck me as being scarcely compatible 
witli the means, considering that, as far as we could see, 
til ore was not water enough to drown a Ilea in nearer than 
tlie river far down below. When wo arose to dejiart they 
all collected around tludr poitly leader, and, as we retired, 
followed us for a short distance, still vociferating loudly, 
and finally they saluted us with a parting (haisive je(‘T, 
evidently under the impression that they had frustrated an 
attein])t on our ]»art to enter their country. At luairing this, 
su(‘Ji was the Major’s ire, that he was for turning liacjk to 
forcibly resiait what he considercMl an insult, and I had some 
dillieulty in iiersuading liim that, under the circumstances, 
discri'tion was the bettcu* ])art of valour. 

On our way back to cani)>, I thought 1 would again look 
uj) th(^ ])lac(^ where 1 had in the*, morning sium the', solitary 
doe, as sh(‘ did not then seem to he at all scared. This time 
1 was detm-mined not to lose anotlun* chance if she gave me 
oiu‘, as our supidy of animal food was done, and bucks were 
scarce. 1 had not much dillieulty in iinding her again ; but 
now sh(* seemed to have some suspicion of my dc;adly intent, 
for on each oc(^asi(»n that I tried to steal a march on her 
among the broken grouml, she would move off just out of 
range. This sort of thing had hap]Kmed for the third or 
fourth lime, and 1 had just tojiped a rise over which she had 
gone, when, instead of seeing the dot*, up sprang two fine 
bucks from a hollow in front. As 1 fc*lt ])retty sure that 
before going far they would stoj) to look back, I instantly 
lay down, got my elbows well i)lanted on the gi'ound, and 
the ritie levelled for a steady shot. Sure enough, they pulled 
up at about a hundred yjirds. There was little to choose 
between them, so 1 took the one that olfered the better mark. 
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and dropped him on the spot. The other trotted on some 
twenty yards, and then turned to look back for his com¬ 
panion. 1 had only his (ihest to aim at, but fortune again 
favoured me, for lie too went down, never to rise again. 
Great was the astonishment of my Tartar companions when, 
on coming up, instead of finding, as tlu^y (‘xpeeted, that 1 
had shot the doe, or perhaps missed lu'r, I showed them a 
dead buck, and still greater was it on my ])ointing out a 
second lying within twenty yards of him ; for their surjuise 
was so great at seeing oAon one dead buck, that they had 
never thought of looking for another. Ihit wlu'.re was the 
doe ? Slie had vanished, and her having thus been fortui¬ 
tously the means of my finding two such beautiful bucks, 
after my forl)earance towards Ikt in the morning, was rcMilly 
a curious coincidence; for liad I shot at her then, I sliould 
never have, got tlu'iii. 'J'lie Tartars soon sliouldered the 
game, and \v(i l>ent our steeps towards camp rejoicing, lloth 
])a,irs of iiorns w(‘i’(* just over a foot long. 

The ]\lajor got l>ack soon after m(‘. lie, had found no goa,, 
])ut had s(‘.en two Idaek wolves, which unfortunately lui was 
unable to get a shot at. During our absiuice it ai)peaT(‘d 
that the cam]) had betm invaded by sonn^. of our mounted 
friends from the pass, at whose uiu‘xp(',ct(Ml advauit,, our 
Indian domestics informed us, the llanh' yak-drivers seemed 
much exercised in their minds. 

We now returned to Ilanle by a difliu’ent route to th(‘ one¬ 
way had travelled from it. A few goa w(‘Te .seen, but nothing 
was Lagged except some liares. It had heon oiir intention 
to hunt up the big slice]) on tlie ground north of Hanle ; hut 
man proposes, and the Oris Ammon v(;ry often disposes, at 
any rate of itself. We now learnt that this ground had 
just been hunted over by the two Changchenmo .s])ortsmen 
nnsuccessfully, owing to the Oven liaving this season left it. 
When too late we had discovered the mistaken we had made 
in not ])ersevering longer in our ]>ursuit of tlie .s]>lendid rams 
we had seen north of the Indus. 
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Only remaining one night at Hanl(5, we thence took a 
westerly direction, and after traversing a long level stretch 
of dreary country, wliich appeared quite destitute of any 
sort of animal, and almost so of vegetable life, we camped 
late in the afternoon on a patch of greensward in a wild 
gorge east of the Lanak la, which rises between the Haiile 
and Itookshu districts. Next day we crossed tlie pass, whicli 
is sornewlierc about 17,000 feet higli; but, as is so often 
the case with Ti])etan passes, the gradient was easy. Some 
distance; down on its western side, among the l)rokej^ stony 
slopes, hares were numerous, but generally so wild as to 
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afford better i ille-practice tlian s])ort hn’ a shot-gun. Plere 
we found perfect ])arterres of sweetly-scented, ])ale-blue 
(lowers, with wliich our Tartars at once proceeded to deck 
their cajis, after the manner of the Swiss mountaineers with 
the Alpine roses. Notwithstanding the sterile aspect of the 
country, tiu; variety of beautiful wild ilowers growing in 
many Tibetan localities would deliglit tlie heart of a botanist. 
On a little isolated patch of green beside tlie Pangong lake, 
where we stop])ed one morning to breakfast by a spring, the 
ground was covered with a plant having flowers like a small 
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pink geranium. In the sterile wilds of Changchenmo, on 
damp spots, at an altitude of quite 17,000 feet, I sometimes 
found whole beds of a kiml of polyantlms, with delieati^ ]'ink 
flowers, and usually, strange to say, in places where there 
was scarcely a blade of any other vegetation to be seen. 
Anothc r curious fact I notict‘d was, tliat almost (‘very weed 
growing (ui these high waste's had a higidy aromatic perfume. 

Another day’s joinney brought ns to a s])ot called Ooti, a 
few level acres of brigbt-gretai turf moist('ued by tlu* snow- 
drainage from the m'igbbouring h(‘igbts, and thickly b(‘S])rin- 
Ided with flowers, ]U'in(‘i])a.lly of a ydlow bu(\ TIk'si^ poor 
litth^ Tibetan ilowi'rets hav(‘ so few ])laces to llourisb in, that 
when tlu‘y do lind a favourabb' s]>o1, llu'y S(H*ni to taka*, ('V(‘,i‘y 
advantage (.)f it. Here wc* ioiind tlu^ t.(‘nts o[ oiuc ol tlie 
(Tangebenmo sportsnu‘n ])iteh(‘d. Tla ir owner returm'd to 
them late in tlic (‘vening, bringing with liim line buck goa 
which he had killed on tlu^ ]»are undulating wildcnau'ss in the 
m'igliliourhood of this litth* oasis. W(^ clubl>ed diniuirs, and 
sat u]) till a lat(! liour comparing notes and lecounting (uir 
res})(*.ctiv(‘, ex])(;ri(‘nces. 

Tlie following morning, Jis w(i traversed tin* d(*s('rt tracT 
westward towards tlu* I'so IVIorari, we saw om* or two ])acJvS 
of a lai’ge kind of ])iiinat(‘d san<l-grous(*, wbicli, I was told, 
frequent these*, bare uplands in ('onsiderabk^ numlers at this 
time of year. They were about the size of the larg(* mi¬ 
gratory sand-grouse found on thi^ ])lains of India, in wintiu’, 
but their plunmge nion^ r(‘se,mbled the smalhir pinnfit(;d 
variety. I found them very wild, and oidy got one long 
shot, which fortunately lu'ought down a bird. 

That evening we pitelied our cam]» in a sbf'ltercil nook 
near the sontberii end of the? Tso IVlorari, wbicli is 10,000 
feet above sea-level, and almost, if not ipiite, tin* liigbesL of 
known lakes in the world. Altliougli rrnicb smaller than 
the Tangong tso, being only <about 15 miles long by 5 or G 
broad, it has even a grander ajqiearanci*,, from the more pre¬ 
cipitous nature of some of the adjacent mountains. It has 

s 
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the same strangely intense blue colour so characteristic of 
all Tibetan lakes when rippled by wind, and as its water is 
not salt, there is a certain amount of verdure here and tliere 
along its margin, and beside the streams tliat flow into it, 
whicli gives a pleasing variety to its otherwise barren 
scenery. The surrounding mountainous country is desolate 
to* a degree, there not being a human liaV)itation witliin a 
radius (jf at least 40 miles of it, exce])t the miserable little 
hamlet of Karzok, witli its small monastery situated on its 
western shore. Tlie water, to me, seemed perfectly good, 
although rather flat, so to s}>eak, to tlie taste; but the 
Tartars liave an ol)jeetion to drinking it. Although there 
is a large amount of drainage into the lake, there is no 
visible outlet from it. This is a remarkable facd; and 
eva]>oration alone, one would suppose, could hardly aceotiut 
for the disappearance of the constant and abundant sup])ly 
of water from the great (piantity of melted snow draining 
into it off th(i lua'ghbouring mountains. 

On our way to Karzok along th(‘. shore of the lake, we got 
numerous shots at wild geese of the bar-headed kind, and 
as they had young goslings with tluun, 1 concluded they 
bred in the vicinity. Fortunately the strong wind wiis 
blowing shori'wards, as most of them dro]»])ed on the water 
and w(' had no ilog to retrievi* them. Tlie old birds were 
dreadfully tough, and evam our AVarren’s cooking-pot faihal 
to extract much ilavmir from them when made into soup ; 
but the goslings wei’c much more palatalde.. 

There now only remaiiud about a fortnight before we 
should havt‘ to commence retracing our steps across the 
Himalayas. Thus 1 resolved to devote to a final search for 
Oro'? Amvion in the vicinity (4 the Tso Kar, better known 
as the Salt Lake, three or four days’ journey to the north¬ 
west of Karzok. 

1^‘aving the IMajor at Karzok, where he preferred to 
remain shooting wild geese and trying Ids luck on the 
ground about the Tso IVlorari, the second evening found 
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my camp pitched on the east side of the Kazura la, at 
ail elevation of alxmt 17,500 feet, calculated by boiling. 
In the o-rey of the ftdlowinijj morning I was very leatli to 
turn out into a temjHirnl ure of twelve d(‘^-rees Ixdow frtH‘zing 
(and this in the month of iAu^ust), altliough my slec]) liad 
not oeen cither of the souiuh^st or most comfortable hind, 
from my heini;' unnl)h‘, to r(‘s]urate fnu'ly in a n'cmnhent 
position at such a lua'ght. I'he cold, too, was dreadful, as 
the wind blew through tlie thin canvas of the litth* tent-, 
which I had exchan^tul for my own blanket-lined one with 
my two Indian doniesti(‘S, who hdt the severity of tin* 
climati^, much mon*. than I di<l. 1 must conh'ss, lunvever, 
that this was not done out of jmrt^ ])hilanlhroj>y : lluo'c wavs 
a cmtaiu a,mount- of sidlishiu'ss in it., as one’s own comfort, 
on a trip of this kind so much (le])ends on kee])inL; one’s 
s('rvants in iKialtli and i^ood-lmmour. 

About two hours’ slow- wailkinu'—for I w’as now afoot, 
aoain, bavin,o scait l)ack the ]M>ny from th(‘ Indus with 
(handler—took us to tht* to]) of tlu^ ]»ass, on tla‘ farther 
sidi‘ of which the Karzok men liad told us wa* slmuhl tind 
an encani])inent of Rooksliu ])(M)plc, wdieo' a ,i;uide for the 
lo(;ality could he' ]»rocur(‘d. On and on W(‘ trud,L;'(sl over 
the l)a,r(* hard groand, under the i;larini^^ sun, and jiLia,iiist 
the everlastiuL;- cnttini;- wind, for hour aflm' hour, not 
meeting’ vvitli a sien of life excc'jt a fevv inainiots, and tln^ 
cheerless relicas of a Tartar cam]) in tliii sha]K‘ of smoka*- 
l)kick(med ston(*s and dilaj)idated sihmt 

solitude. 

Towairds the afternoon wav to])ped another rise*, from 
whence we ,<^a)t a tine vic‘W of tlui Tso Kar lyiiej; far jnvay 
below. Situat(sl in thi^ middle of an extensive. ])arren 

^ A “pnlla” is a low wall Imilt of loosr st^mos, wlii«-.li Til'ctans laiiti 
roinid tlio tottorn of tents, oi- more fi(;<jU(Mitly in tlio ojk'.ii, as a pro¬ 

tection from the wind ; for thes(i hardy noimuls Hcc in to eai'c. litth; for ajjy 
slicller except from tin* ermd hitiiif' Mast. Wa* always piled lar/^e stoin*s, of 
whicli theie was never any Ia(*k, round our little tents, if only to keep them 
froni being almost Mown away. 
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valley, surrounded 1)y arid l)rown liills, the Tso Kar is, I 
think, the least interesting, as far as appearance goes, of 
any of the larger lakes of this part of dhbet ; and to in¬ 
crease its dreary aspect, the sliore, for some distance from 
its crooked margin, is covered with a wliite saline efflor- 
(iscence, from whicli a mr)st abomimdde glare is refiected. 
It is curious that, in tlie same valley, and only al) 0 ut a 
mile or so from tliis salt lake, there is a smaller slieet of 
fresh watf^r, bordered to a certain extent with green turf, 
])reseuting a remai’kable contrast to its salt neighbour. On 
tlie fresh-water lake numbers of wild-fowl congregate, afford¬ 
ing some sport for a shot-gun. Tlui mountains in the vicinity 
hold both Ovcfi Anrinon and nay>oo, and tlui valh;y, I believe, 
a fi'.w goa, if one has the luck to find them then*. 

After a gentle descamt for some distance, a strange scene*, 
suddenly ])resented itself. Tnst(*ad ol‘ a small (*ncamy)m(‘nt, 
as I had expe(‘t('d to lind, tlujn* ai)peared a ])erfect city of 
bla(;k blanket-tents, pitched on either side of a rivulet that 
ilowe.d through a long, narrow, comparativady low-lying 
valley, the bottom of which was carp('t(.*(l with bright 
greensward. There must have l)(*en consid(‘rably over a 
hundred t(uits. It s(‘(‘med as though the whole nomadic. 
])o])ulation of lhM)kshu w’ere eollecl(‘d on this meadow-like 
si)ot. Vast lu'.rds of slice]), goats, and yaks were scatt(*re<l 
over the neighbouring heights, where the wild yodling kind 
of hulloo of the Tartar herdsmen and the liarking of th(*ir 
dogs was heard on every side. 

This did not look much like a locality near which to 
find such wary ganu* as O/vas Ani'inmi, and 1 could not but 
feel that I had been regularly humbugged by the Karzok 
men. Of one fact T was now more than ever convinced, 
that as a rule, to which th(*re may be laxasional excep¬ 
tions, the sportsman, in this part of Tibet at any rate, 
must undergo the vexations and disappointim*nts of a first 
season’s personal exjicrieiice in that country to ensure success 
on a second visit. 
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^ Un]>ropitious as matters looked, 1 was nevertheless deter- 
miiieil to ^i;ive the uTound a trial; lait after several days of 
severe work, durini;' whieh I mast liave sometimes l^eeii coii- 
sid(;rahly over 19,000 feet, I saw uothiiiL^ but a. lloek of 
iia])Oo, a few Orr.i Anriiuni ewes with lambs, and one or two 
youi males, at wdiieh Ldler 1 did not attem])t to shoot 
lest 1 should disturb better ones. Xiaii^s were, iiuinerous 
as usual, but of course were n(‘.ver molested. 'Idie lartars, 
however, beini;' hi]‘]>o])hae:ous, did not secau at all to a])]>re- 
eiate my thus absiaiiiinu' iroin horse-butcheiy. One evening 
I came suddenly on a brood (d‘ snow-|tlK*asants, large game.- 
looking birds of a gemnal light-grey colour, with a, whitish 
head and breast.^ 'hluy were at lirst unwilling to rise, but 
made siuh good use of their legs that I had to ])ut my best 
foot foremost for some distance, to overtake them before I 
could get a shot. At such a height this 'xmlion, slight as 
it was, S(> com]>h‘teIy ]unn]MMl the breath out of me that I 
was only just able to loose off both barrels into the “brown” 
of the covey as it rose. I had not anotlu'r yanl left in me 
to stMUirc the i’uiiners; but my Tartar attejidajits, who had 
wisely follo\ve<l more leisurely, gathered tin*, old hen and 
three well-grown chicks. T1 k‘ old one provttd rather dry 
and tough, evmi aftei- many days’ke(!]ting; but the cliicks 
were as tender and wcdl-llavoured birds as I evm' tasted. 

It wars now time to leturn to Karzok, as 1 had pi'omised 
to meet the Major tin re. on a certain datce The ('.old, too, 
at the great la'ights 1 had t-amped during tlu' last few days, 
had becoiiu*. un]>lea.santly intense, owing to freiiueiit snow¬ 
storms and to the sun having been obscunul by clouds. 
There was, however, no lack (jf sunshine on the day I 
started for Karzok by a slujrt cut across the mountains, 

^ Tlii.s liinl, although generally termed a |»lieasjint, is really a ])artridge, 
sometimes called the “gigantic chuckor.” There are tw(i kinds, that found 
on the .southern slope.s the Himalayas being a gootl deal .smaller than the 
Tibetan variety. They are found only at very high elevations, I’ar above the 
limit of forest. 
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where the ground was completely covered with new- 
fallen snow, oil* wliich the ^dare was almost intolerable. 
For several miles our way led gently upward through a 
narrow glen, whicli wound along between rolling rounded 
hills. The crisp snow, that at lirst merely crunched under 
our feet, became (lee])er and more laborious to trudge 
through.as we gradually ascended. Not a vestige of any 
living tiling was visible in this white solitude, save liere 
and there a tailless kind of rat,^ that, scared at our 
approacli, would dart away over the snow, and, witli a 
slirill eerie chirp, suddenly vanisli ; and one little bird, 
something like a robin, that iollowed us for a long way, 
Hitting and hop])ing from stone to stone in tlie ice-bound 
brook Ix'sidi*, us, as il c()ui’ling our coni]>a.nionship. So 
])rofound and <leathlike was tlie sohann liusli tliat brooded 
over mother (uirth as sh(‘ lay wra])p(Ml in luu’ snowy shroud, 
that one was almost startled at the slight rustling noise 
caustid by the sli]>])ing of melted snow from oil* some neigh¬ 
bouring rock ; for, in tlu'. still frozim air of that high silent 
region, fancy almost le(l one to imagine the sound resem])led 
the mysterious whis])ei’ings of invisible beings whose; sanc- 
tiniry we wme invading, klvmi on emerging from this dis¬ 
mal glen ujjou more opmi ground, nothing nu‘t the weary 
aching eye but a vast loiu‘ wilderiu'ss of white undulating 
hills, and, more distant, domes and jiyramids of snow. At 
last we naiched the. culminating jioint, and he'gaii to descend, 

‘ ('dl'inrl E. Smyth, an ('XiH-llcnt aiUliority on Iliinalayan ruuna, coiibiilors 
tliis littlr iininiiil, vhit li i.s ahmit tlin n’v/.v. uf an nrdiiiary rat, and of a dirty 
whit*' or li^hl fawn c*»h»ur, to he a kind of rahldt. II** says lln'y are in([uisi- 
tive little ereaturcs, and by no nn'ans atUlieted to .shyness, jis the following 
experiene*' of liis ('onceoiing tliein will .show 

*‘l was once resting inys* !f **n a <'airn at tin* to}* of tlie Xiti pass. Every¬ 
where around the ground was e*>vered with snow, ex* ept on this cairn. One 
or two of the.se. little thing.s soon appoare*! lV*>ni among the stones ; and as I 
sat jierfeetly still to wateli them, they came up to me ami began nibbling at 
my boots." 

The Niti pass, I may remark, is nearly 17,0o0 feet liigh, and well above the 
limit of any visible sort of veg* tatioii. 
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when it was quite a relief to look down on a bit of dark- 
blue water of the Tso Morari some 2000 feet below us, 
cold and cheerless though it a})peared as it lay amidst 
mountains which were now dra])ed in virgin snow almost 
to its margin. 

1 c.o Major’s luck with Ihe rifle had Ijemi no better than 
mine. To tell the truth, we were botli getting a little tired 
of toiling after game day after day from morning to night 
over these desolate regions to so little pur[)ose; so next 
morning we were not sorry to retrace our steps along the 
shore of the lake, cn route for the verdant and forest-clad 
sloi)es of the Himalayas. (Jn a marshy bit of ground, 
near the end of the lake, I killed two sjieeimens of the ruff. 
Another Hritish bird that we freipiently saw up liere was 
the common magpii!; also t hat cosmopolitan bird, the 
hoopoe. 

Next morning we forded the Para,ng, a turliid broken 
lloo<l of melted snow, which, as is usual with tliese capricious 
snow-fed torienls of Til>et, was only ])assal»le at an early 
liour. For llnee days we trudgxul u]> the valley of the 
Farang, a seemingly (aidless narrow glen, totally diistitute 
of vegetation, and closi^ly hemmed in by ste(‘,]> stony land¬ 
slips and ])reci[)ices of a brownish-yellow hue, rising stark 
and gaunt one aliove another to a stupendous Inaght, like 
gigantic stair-steps, save wlnae the V-shaped ch‘.ft of some 
lateial g(U’ge disclosed the lirokeu tmmination of a glacier, 
or a towering white mountain-summit. 

The Farang la, with its glaciers and ])er[>etual snow, is 
cpiite in kee})ing witli the wdld ajijiroaches to it on (‘ither 
side. It is ])erhaps as savag(;ly grand as any of the jiasses 
that are ordinarily used as highways for crossing the 
“divide” or backbone, as it were, of the Himalayan range 
into Til Jet, as well as being one of the highest and most 
arduous to traverse. And certainly, from my experience of 
it in September, when its dilHculties are sup[)osed to lie at 
their minimum, I can quite imagine it to lie the latter. Its 
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height is about 18,G00 feet, and it is seldom, if ever, open 
before June, and generally becomes again impracticable to 
ciross a])Out the beginning of October. On our arrival at 
Leh iji June, we found several Indian servants of some 
travellers who had just come over this pass, laid u]) there 
in a pitiable plight from frost-bite; one of them had lost 
many of liis toes, and his com])anions were little better off. 

Tlie evening previous to our crossing, we camped a short 
distance liclow the foot of tlie glacier that extends down 
almost from the summit of the ]riss for some four or five 
miles on its noi'thern side. Snow liegan to fall thickly just 
before dark, and continued to do so, more or less, during the 
]iight. In the mojaiiiig the. weather at first looked rather 
promising, but the tents were frozen as stilt as boards, and 
were so inerusted with hard snow that w’e ha<l to delay our 
d(*parliire until tla* sun, of which wa; only got an occasional 
glim])se, should thaw' tlimn a little. After our breakfast, 
which we niiinaged to cook over a smoky little fire made of 
the few nunainiiig sc'raps of wet fuel which, with consi(U*.r- 
able, dilliculty, we had coaxed into bui'iiing, we loiided the 
yaks and started j’ust as it again l)egan snowing more thickly 
than ever. IJie linntcd su]»])ly of fuel we, had brought up 
with us was done, aiul the })oor yaks had already been fast¬ 
ing for two days or move : besides this there was some fear, 
if the snowstorm continued, that tluj jiass might bec'ome 
})ernianently closed for the w inter : we tlu'rei'ore determined, 
under any circumstances, to make an ellbrt and push over it 
at once into Spiti. 

Por more than six weary hours did we toil ii]> against the 
almost blinding snow^ and picacing wind that chilled us to 
the very marrow, although the distance to the summit was 
only six or seven miles. It was truly wonderful to see the 
way in wdiieh the yaks struggled through the deep snow, 
and scrambled over ])laees which were often ditlicult, and 
sometimes dangerous to traverse. Nothing could have ex¬ 
ceeded the powers of endurance evinced by these animals, 



A TOUltMENTE. 


281 


which were game to the backbone and as sure-foolc<l as goats. 
One of them, iiotwithstaiuUng, lost its footing on a stee)> .slope 
of and went rolling and sliding down until il wiis 

fortunately stopjxal ])y a friendly rock, otiierwis«^ it imist 
have disappeared for ever under the glacier, and with it my 
dear ( Id Whitworth rille, wdiicli, among other things, it was 
carrying. On n^gaining its feet the crc-atiirc mcu'cly shook 
itself, and on heing disentangled fi-om its load sixm clambered 
np again. 

For the last three miUvs of the ascent onr way was over 
the glacier, where wc; wadial and tlonndcnal through tlu^ soft 
fresh-falhm snow, with an occasional div(‘ into it u]) to the 
middle, as we followed in the ste})s of our Tartar hauler, who, 
in order to avoid hidden crevasses, euutionsly sounded the 
way with Ids long monntain>])ole. l[(‘r(‘, we t‘X])eri(‘need a 
regular toHruivtilv, for, hi^sidc's tlu' 1‘alling Hakes, tlu! dry 
drifting snow was whirled np into our eyes and nostrils hy 
the fre(;/dng blast, eausing a sulldeating sensation wldeh was 
most trying, and tin; cold was so intense, tliat niy l)eanl, fi'oiu 
my lu’eiitli on it, lu'cann' a mass of iei*, and w^as fro/cai hard 
to my eoatd Whilst on the, ghuaer all tht‘, marks we had 
to indicate the rigiit traek wm-e tia^ giant outlines of tlie 
white endneiK'es rearing up on either si(U‘, and thesi,'. only 
occasionally loomed dimly througli the dri\ ing snow. Kv.w.v 
shall I forget the ludierons jdetni'e, of utter misery presented 
by my inndustaid cook as he sat resting himself on a hank 
of snow, his head closely envelo]»ed in ii black lilanket, and 
Ids beard eoveiaal with ieiele,s. JUaid^ desj)a.ir Wiis di'pieted 
on Ids face as he gazed ruefully, through a pair of gnam 
goggles, on the l)ewildering scene around him. .1 tight glad 

^ Witli refcieiiec to wliut 1 liuvu already .said e(»in:rniin;^ the elh cts eroiliiced 
by rarefied air lunler dillereiit conditions, 1 may here ni' iiliou that vvlu n cross- 
this high pass, wliicli is approached from the south by a very sleep ascent, 
and is Hanked on liuth sides by high einiiiem-es, neither iny eomjsinion nor 
myself felt any of the more disagreeable sensations, sncli as headache and 
nausea, even under such circumstances as might have ]>eeii ext)ected to induce 
them. 
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were we all to at last reach the top, where we sat down for 
a sliort time to rest our weary limbs and to admire tlie grand 
landscape before us ; for the snowstorm had passed over, and 
tlie blue mountains of 8piti were gradually becoming dis¬ 
closed to view through the broken masses of cloud and mist 
that came, rolling up from below. 

]>ut our day s work was not to end here, for the descent 
on the Spiti side of the pass was so steep and rough, that 
even after we got clear of the snow tlie track was almost 
worse than if covered with it. As the Major remarked, 
“it was macadamised with a vengeance.” Such a howling 
wilderness of sharp pinnacles of rock, and bare, rugged, per- 
])endicular el ills, ]>iled tier upon tier to an app.alling height, 
as Hanked the stupendous cahoii down which our route lay, 
I never heheldd Some of the lofty fantastic-shaped sunimits 
bore a striking rese-inblanee to ruins of gigantic towers and 
turriits. As the List rays of the sun, sinking behind the 
mountain-tops, shed a ])arting gh*ani of golden radiance on 
these aerial castles, rock-spires, and snow-crowned peaks, 
leaving the i)rofound de])ths of the al)yss l)eneath wi‘ai)})ed 
in gloomy shade, the etlect was truly magnilicent;—scenery 
altogether so sublimely wild, so awc‘--inspiring, and on so 
vast a sciile as to be (piite beyond description, and almost 
b(',yond conception. l)ame Nature must indeed have been 
in a terrihh' mood whmi she fashioned such awful works. 

When darkness com})(*Iled us to call a halt, we were still 
several miles short of the usual camping-place ; and as there 
was not a blade of grass in the vicinity, the })oor yaks had 
to fast another night Fortunately we found sidhcient fuel 
for cooking ]air]>oses. 

A short but very stilt walk on the following morning up 

^ Tli<* (Jiaiul Ciifu)!! of tlK* Yi llowstoiu*, ill Wyomiiiij:, with its fantastic fea¬ 
tures luul profoniul dq>th, is the iicaiTst approacli to it in appearance 1 know, 
thouf^li the Ainorican cafioii falls far sliort of it in nui^nitudo and savage niag- 
nificcncc of surroundings. And doubtless there are many other such gorges 
in the liigher Iliimdayas that tjuito iMpial, if tluy do not surpass, tliis one 
in savage grandeur. 
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through another wild gorge, brought us to our next camping- 
ground, on the heights above which was the locality for 
napoo, recommended by the sportsman we had met at 
Karzok. Some of our Tartars were half-blind from the 
ellects of the previous day’s snow on the pass, notwitlistand- 
iiig tlioir having improvised kind of goggles of wisps of black 
hair pulled from their yaks’ tails, and tied loosely over their 
eyes, none of them having brought the w’oveii yak’s-hair 
spectacles they often use on such occasiojis with them. 1 
found one man sitting by the wayside endeavouring to 
extract blood from Ids nostrils with the point of his knife, 
at which surgical o])eration he implored me to assist him, at 
the same time handing me the knife. A g(»od ])iinch on his 
prolx)Scis would, 1 tliought, have ]>een much h‘ss dangerous, 
and just as effectual, as regardc‘d redief to Ids (‘yes. Our 
Indian servants had md sufiered so muc!:, owing to tlieir 
liaviiig been provided witli green goggles. Tiu'iu was j)leJiiy 
of grass here hu' tlK‘ famished yaks—and how they did 
pilch into it! Ncv(‘r liavc 1 s(‘en animals making sik’Ii 
good use of their time and te,eth. Ihit, lo use. a much 
hackneyed, but in this case a rather appro[)riate phrase, 

/’rrfvnuLs it nos jnoido/ts, 

Altliough tlic wild she.i']) here called niipoo ai'c nunuirous 
in many ])arts of ’Fibet, I have hitherto made but litt](‘ 
mention of them, as 1 scddoni hunt(‘d (;\])ressly for them, 
owing to my time liaving been fully occu]>i(;d in searching 
for other game not found on lla*. south side of the Himalayan 
chain, s])ecimens of which I was tlnm more anxious to 
secure. Stalking Ijurri'll, as tlusscj animals are (.'-alhid in the 
Himalayas, is really splmidid sport o]i ground wh(‘re they 
are fairly plentiful. 

A full-grown niahi napoo oi* burrell ((h is noJuunt) stands 
about 33 inches at the shoulder usually, lait its size scums 
to vary in dilferent localities. Th(‘, thick arching horns, 
which spread laterally and curve downwards, and slightly 
backwards near their pejints, occasionally attain a length of 
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30 indies, or even more, and are about a foot in girtli. 
The beautiful skin, witli its thick c;lastic pile, is of a bluisli- 
^Tey, bordered with distinct jet-black and pure-white iiiark- 
in<^^s. In winter it is liandsoniest, when the colour becomes 
more decidedly slate-blue. Tlie ewes are rather smaller 
than the rams, and their horns are much thinner and 
shorter, their colour j)aler, and the black and white border¬ 
ing less distinctly ddined. They usually produce two lambs 
in spring. Towards autumn burrell often assemljle in very 
large Hocks, l)ut in spring and summer they are generally 
found ill much smaller liatches, sometimes only two or three 
together, the large rams, as a rule, luirdiiig separately. The 
Jlesh of a young mah* or ewe is, in autumn, as fat, tender, 
and better llavouied than domestic mutton. Although the 
favourite haunts of the l)unell are open and com})aratively 
gentle sloj^es of short grass just under the snow-line, these 
sheep are ([uit(‘ as sure-footed and agile as the wild-goat 
tribe on ])reci})itous rocky ground, whieh is never very far 
distant from the slo[)es wliere tlu'y feed, and to this they 
usually resort when scared. They have the most acute 
se.nse of snudl, so it is always necessary to take this into 
account before arranging a stalk. If l)urrell have sighted 
you, it is gt'nerally useh'ss to follow them, d'lu'y at once 
commence moving olf, slowly and doliherately at first, feeding 
as they walk, leading on an inexj>erienced S])ortsnuin for 
miles, until they have fooled him sulliciently, wlieii they 
gallop away, and seldom stop before they are lost to view 
among tlK‘ eternal smnvs and glaciers. When disturbed the 
burrell gives a shrill double whistle, wliich alarms every 
other animal within sound of it; and you will seldom, if 
ever, get a shot after hearing it. Early in sunimer the 
best of burrell-shooting can be got on the iijiper ranges of 
the mountain provinces of Kumaon and (liirhwal, without 
having to cross the passes into Tibet for it. 

As the ground for nrij>oo in this vicinity was so limited 
as only to aihiiit of one of us shooting over it, and a 
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few days’ journey farther on there was a similar bit of 
country for ibex, the Major and I arran^-ed that 1 should 
have a turn at tlie napoo, and lie at tlie ibex, which lie was 
more anxious to get. 

Having bundled up a few reijuisitc's for a night’s ab¬ 
sence from our camp, T stalled upwards about noon next 
day, and after a long and stiff ])ull of several liours, reached 
a huge sort of corrie w'here my R])iti guides ox]')ected we 
should find our game. On our waay w’e ])assed through tlie 
village of Kiwar, situated at an (devatioii of 01,400 feet. 
Although at such a high altitude, it is a fairly large, wadl- 
to-do village, and several kinds of grain are raised there 
(cliiiilly laickwvheat and harley) enlindy by irrigation, for the 
climate of S])iti is extreimdy dry and almost rainless. As 
the village lies on the south side of tlie momitaius, it is 
t(>lerably warm. 

After a careful scrutiny of the ground willi the glass, T 
discerned a thick of aliont fifteen na])oo nearly a mile oft’. 
As none of llicm appeared to he old rams, and wo waire not 
very far from wliere we inttmdcMl to iiass tlie night, I 
rcaiiaiiied waitching tlaaii in th(‘ ho])e that, higger billows 
might show themselves as iweiiing drew on. Tfowaivi'i’, as 
no others ])nt in an apjiearanee, and tlie sun was getting 
low, I commeneed a stalk aft(‘r thos(‘ in siglit, witli a view’ 
to su])})lying our (‘m])ty camp-larder with good venison. 
We got w’ithin ('asy raugn of tliem rather iinex])(‘ct(‘dly, as 
they had fed quickly down towards us wliilst hidden from 
view^ during our stalk, when tlie excit(Ml liehavionr of my 
tw’o men, on suddenly seeing tlu‘ beasts so near us, w’as 
very ludicrous. Whilst one of them snatclaHl my caj) otf, 
the other seized mo under the arms and tried to lift my 
head over the to]) of some rocks, behind the cover of which 
W’e had been stealing towairds the animals, ]i(3 b<iing under 
the impression that I could not see tliem. After shaking 
one fellow off at the risk of tlie hurrell detecting us, and 
recovering my cap from the other, T was able to sboot, and 
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took down two rip^ht and left with the old Whitworth, much 
to the dehVdit of my excited companions. After securing 
the ])easts, and dragging them to a convenient spot for 
leaving them until next morning, we made the best of our 
way to tlie place we intended passing the niglit, under tlie 
lee of a rock. 'J'he cold was latter lying out at night, as 
there was keen frost and a high wind. 

We wer(‘ afoot early next morning over fresh ground, 
and soon descried a large Hock witli two fine rams in it. 
])ut our attein])ts to ap})roach them were fruitless, as they 
were in a v(ay o|)en position, and proved too crafty for us. 
Notliing mor(i was scnai except a brood of snow-pheasants 
which we Hushed on our way down to the tents. 

A few days’ travelling brought us to the ibex ground, 
when' the Major had an unsuccessful hunt, whilst I took a 
good RNst, ill caiu]). 

Any attempt of mine to describe' the glacier sceneiy of 
tlu' Sj)iti and Lahoul mountains, through wliich our way led 
for sev('ral days, would be (juite inadequate to convey the 
slightest idea of its wild grandeur. SuHice it to say that 
the longe'st of Alpi^(^ glaciers, the', Aletsch, wliich is some 
- twenty inih's in length, ('annot be com]>an‘d in size with 
many of those in the Himalayas, tlu; largest of wliic'h are 
found in tin* Karakoium range, far to the north-west of 
(hshmere and Ladak. 

After (juitting tlu* snow and ice on the top of the lfam])ta 
])ass b(‘tw(‘en the districts of Spili and Jvulu, how changed 
was till' as]»cct of the mountains on its southern side, from 
the barren dreary solitudes amongst which we had been 
roaming during the past four months ! With what keen 
delight did wi' hail the first glimpse of tlie green slopes, 
birch-wooils, and pine-edad hills of Xulu,—a country famed 
for the romantii' beauty of its scenery. 

On reaehiiig Sultanpore, tlie chief town of Kulu, we put up 
in a house and jiroeiired some fresh vi'getables—luxuries we 
liad not indulged in for month.s. A newspaper many weeks 
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old, that had been left there by <^onie former occupant, was 
greedily pounced upon. From it 1 learned that my reginumt 
was to form part of a forc‘c about to pr('(‘eed on active 
service.. There was no time to lose; so we hurrii'd through 
the beautiful Kangra valley, with its numerous tt‘a-plauta- 
tioiis, U) Dhurrumsahi, the nearest military station. Jfere 
I bade good-bye to tlie JMajor, who was bound for tht‘ 
Funjab. 

Irrespective^, of the ground worked ovt'r in liunting, we 
liad covered, during this my first trii) beyond tin* Himalayas, 
a good 1300 miU's ot regular mountain travel, about a 
thousand of which W(U*e in Tibid, at an devation, on an 
averag(‘, of nearly 13,000 hnd—almost as high as the to)^ 
of Mold. IdaiK', thougli not (piitc^ so snowy. Ihd. my ])h‘asure 
in looking ba('k to th(‘S(‘ wamhu'ings is mingkal with sorrow, 
wluui I think tliat niy boon (“om])anion inrougliout. tlnuu 
has since then gone on anotlau' long journ(‘y, and this 
tiim* to th(‘ “ ha]>py hunt ing-giounds wIkukh' then is no 
ndurning. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

It rni^bt nniiirally l^c .siip]u»8(‘(l tliat, aftcT’ tlio cxpoTienoos 
f)f f)iio visit to trans-TIiinalayaii rei^irms, nol) 0 (ly would ])e 
ill a liuiTy to rcitiiru to tliosc' cold and desolate steppes. 
It is not so, however, with such as a.i’e iinhned with a taste 
for wandering among Nature’s wild and wonderful works. 
Whatever trials and diflicultic's they may have undergone 
arc soon forgotUni in their ard(‘nt longing for fresh adventui’e 
or s])ort. h]ven the dangers to which the mountain-hunter 
is so oftim exposed liave a sort of alluring fast'ination alxiut 
tlumi. I hav(^ no doubt many a ITinialayan spoilsman, 
when traversing some terribly awkward hit, where a slip 
might launch him into clcunity, will, liki^ mystdf, have 
inwardly declared h(‘ would never again he enticed into 
such a position, hut oidy the very next day to find himself 
p(*rha])S in a worse one. 

Wlu'ther I iim right oi’ not in th(‘S(‘. surmises, T, at any 
rate, found myself ere long jireparing for another tri]) to the 
wild land lieyond the Tfimalayas. I shall not, however, ask 
the reader to follow our old trail there, hut ofler to conduct 
him in quite a difterent direction—towards Nari-Khorsum, 
lulter known as Hiindes (pronounced Ifoondace), the Chinese- 
Tibetan territory situated across the high mountain-passes of 
the provinces of (lurhwal and Kumaon. 

On the 20th of April I set out from Dehra Doon, and as 
I did not (^x]HH‘t the Niti ghat (pass), wliieh I intended to 
(TOSS into IlumUls, would be practicable before the beginning 
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of June, there would be plenty of time for a turn over the 
Himalayan haunts of tlie hurrell, to which I alluded when 
describing this wild sheep, known as iifipoo in Tibet, and 
also for a chance at the tahr. 

Here 1 need say little about the middle Himalayan ranges 
throu..‘h which I travelled for about a fortnight. 

At one of our lialting-placcs I found I’uddoo, a Uhotia of 
Niti, lijy sliikarec and guide on a fornuu* visit to tlie uj>pcr 
rang('>s of Gurhvval, wlio laid (*ome down to m(‘-et me. 

The Uidtias of Kumaoii and (Jurlnval are a half-Ti1)etan, 
lialf-Hiinalayan pe( 4 )le, iidiabiting the highest villages on the 
upper ranges of those ]>rovin('es. They are more ])astoral 
than agricultural in tmhr habits, and their manners and 
customs are more Tartar than Hindoo, although tli(‘y ])rofe,ss 
to be of the latter ])ersuasion. 'I'hey oc'cupy their villages 
for a few niontlis only during the summer, migrating to 
the middle niiiges in winter, during wiiicli they lead a 
nomadic life. 

We crossed the river I )oule('. by a narrow woodtm bridge 
b(*low' the villag(^ of 'j\i])Oobun, and a.sccuided the oj^posite 
heights, with a, view to having a day or two among the tahr. 
After a long and still' elimh we ri^achisl our griuind towards 
evening, and having selected a, s])ot for our camp, proceeded 
to watch some sUng) gr(‘,cn slo})es, to which IhuUloo ex]>ected 
the tahr would be likely to (h^sccmd, from the craggy ver¬ 
dureless heights al)ove, for their evening feed. We had not 
lung to wait before w'e descried a lierd of tehrny (himale 
tahr) on their way down. They descended so rapidly that 
in the distance they looked like a lot of yellowish-brown 
halls hopping and rolling down over tlui crags, until all but 
two, that remained behind on the rocks, w'ere liiddcn from 
view in an intervening grassy hollow. Tresently four shaggy 
old bucks followed them, performing th(i most eccentric gam- 
]>ols in their descent. These were soon joined by three 
other old fellows coming from a different direction. At 
last there were none left in sight but the two tehrny, which 

T 
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CHUCKOR IN THE WAY. 


still kept their positions like sentinels on the rocks above. 
We waited patiently for them to move clown, until it grew 
so late that, at the risk of their detecting us, we commenced 
crawling cautiously on towards the hollow. We had almost 
reached a spot which commanded it, when up got a chuckor 
partridge in front of us. This was bad enough, but it was 
much worse when, a little farther on, the rest of the covey 
rose with a whirr ! and flew right over the hollow. On 
carefully raising my head to reconnoitre, I could see at a 
glance that the tahr had taken alarm and were on the alert. 
One old buck stood within easy range, gazing straight to¬ 
wards me ; but l)efore I could cover liim, he was galloping 
away with the rest of the lierd down the hollow. I let 
drive at a big black fellow that was leading, and thought I 
had hit him, thougli he still continued liis course. We fol¬ 
lowed up at once, and soon came on our friend as he lay, 
looking very sick, laddnd a roch. Anotlier sliot sent him off 
again into some precipitous ground, wliere we could see him 
standing rather groggily on a ledge ; but it liad now grown 
too dark to follow him farther that evening. Fortmiatcly 
there was a bright moon to light us back to our camp, wliich 
was al)Out two miles olT, and some of the footing was not of 
the best. 

That night 1 witnessed from our camp a remarkably 
beautiful moonlight elfect. As the moon sank towards the 
irregular ridge of the summit of Trisool,^ rising 22,300 feet 
high, away across the misty (Ui[>tlis of the Doulee valley far 
below, the immense snow-fields that lay along its upper 
slopes glistened like broad sheets of burnished silver in the 
sheen of the moonbeams that pdayed on them, causing the 
shadowy forms of the adjacent snow-peaks to loom all the 
more dim and unearthly in their pallid solemnity. 

^ So called by the natives from its irro^ailar summit Ixung supposed to 
roscmblo a “ trisool ” or trnlent, whieli is by Hindoos regarde<l as symbolieal 
of their divine triad—lirahma, the creator ; Vishnu, the preserver ; Siva, the 
destroyer. 
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Early next morning we went to look after our wounded 
talir. We found liiin lying dead at the foot of the precipice 
where he had fallen, evidently from the very ledge on which 
we had last seen him standing. A shaggy, black old buck 
he was too, with horns nearly 14 inches long. 

Uthough I saw many more tehrny and young l)ucks, I 
had no furtlier sport among the great old talir during the 
Kunainder of the short time I was uj) here. There W(;re, 
however, ample and continual sources of delight in the ever- 
changing views of tlie grand frozen ])eaks in the neighbour¬ 
hood, as seen from these heights. One cliarming jirosjx'ct 1 
especially remember. As the last rays of the setting sun, 
shooting out from under a cloud-bank of vioh^t, crimson, and 
gold, shed a ruddy glow on the snowy slopes of Trisool, and 
the half-naked crest (over 25,000 feet liigh) of Naiuladevi 
—the wall-like slioulders of whicli mighty mountain are so 
nearly vertical as in some places to leave the ])alo-coloured 
rock quite bare of snow—tlu^ eHect was truly magniiicimt. 

Above this the J)ouh‘e valley grows mucli narrower, and 
its Hanking heights more lofty and preci]>itous—so much so 
that, altliough u]) licrci you are in the midst of vast snowy 
mountains, the higher white ])eaks and ridges are only now 
and then visible from the bottom of the valh^y, (iitlier tlirough 
lateral ga|)s, or when they secun to terminate- the glen you 
are in. The river, too, now becomes more impetuous, as it 
lea])S furiously down aiiiong huge masses of rock in a suc¬ 
cession of roaring cataracts. Altogether the scenery here 
begins to assume a more savagely grand character. Soon 
after crossing the Eeni bridge over the liishi guiiga (river) 
—a wild torrent fed by the snow-fields ‘and glaciers around 
Nandadevi—where it Hows into the Douhic, the eye is at 
once attracted by a remarkable cascade on the north side of 
the latter river. The water pours down from a tremendous 
height, in a naiTow white stream, ov(U' a ])erfectly smooth 
and nearly perpendicular face of dark rock. It has only 
one break in its long descent, where it falls into a deep 
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VALLEY OF THE DOULEE. 


receding cavity evidently hollowed out by the constant action 
of the water behind a ledge on the cliff; thence it leaps 
forth and continues its precipitate course in an unbroken 
line for many liuiidred feet. When in flood, this waterfall, 
which is called llingarecbeyl, has a singularly fine effect. 

Our next lialt was at Seraitota, so called from some 
serai ” (cypress) trees growing in the vicinity. We camped 
at the foot of a wild gorge, which, on a former visit to these 
piirts, 1 had exi)lorcjd with Tiiddoo, who, well as he knew 
these mountains, had never previous to that time been more 
than a mile or two u}) it. As our expedition was not 
altogether uneventful, I sliall here nudvo a digression, and 
endeavour to brieily relate our ex]Hirieiices. 

At first Tuddoo bad tried to dissuade me from going up 
this glen by telling me it was held in bad repute by the 
villagers, who Ixdieved it to be the haunt of an evil spirit, 
and that the talir there bore charmed lives. The real truth, 
I susi)ect, was, that being my first expedition with him, he 
was doubtful as to what my ca]>al)ilities might be at moun¬ 
tain work, and tlierefore wished to avoid the res})onsibility 
of liaving taken me to a ])lace where the ground was reported 
to be excessively bad, in the event of any accident occur¬ 
ring. flowever, on returning to Seraitota, after hunting 
with him farther up the Doulee valley, he made no more 
objections to our visiting this “ enchanted glen.'’ 

At the hamlet of Tolrna, hard by, we secured the services 

the “ i)rulrin ” (head-man), a (|ueer old character named 
(Janna, and also of two or three stout fellows to assist the 
lower-range coolies 1 had brought with me thus far, who 
were (piite unaccustomed to carrying loads over such ground 
as they would have to encounter up here. For some distance 
we had no dilliculty in getting along, up beside the torrent, 
until the gorge took the form of an acute-angled V, where 
the rocks rose so abruptly from the water that we were 
obliged to take a higher route along the steep hill-face. 
Each moment the ground became more frightful, until at 
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last it seemed as tlioiigh further proi^ress were next tiling to 
iinjHjssible. Ganna myw took tlie lead as wc essayed to cross 
a terribly steep incline at a heiglit of several humlred feet 
above the raging rock-boiind torrent, where the short slip- 
pery grass that partially (‘overed tlie almost vertical slope 
served only to make tke footing more precarious. Ther(‘. 
was no way of turning this ]>lac(i, unless jierliaps by making 
a very long round a])Ove. For alHUit IbO yards there was 
often absolutely notliing between tliis world and the next 
but the breadth of less tban half a footsole, chiiiped with 
the iron-shod point of an al])enstoek out of the lianl ground, 
in such places as tliert^ happened to be no protruding scraps 
of rock which might alTord better footing. As Puddoo re¬ 
marked, For ourselves it was hazardous enough, but for 
the laden men it would be positively dangerous.” 

On our reaching more praetieahh' ''round we waited for 
the coolies to come u]), as my two coni]»anions secaned to 
have misgivings about tlie lower-range men being able to 
ju’oc.eed any fartlua* with their loads. As we exjieeted, 
wlien they got to the bad bit they sto]))>ed, and ealied out to 
us that tliey olijected to crossing it. ihit Puddoo shouted 
jeeringly back, taunting them with being no mountain-men, 
and telling tlieiii that if they were afraid to come on they 
had better go home and fetch their women to liel]) them, 
and suchlike banter, until they at last agreed to break up 
their loads and bring tlie things over a few at a time. 1 
was much relieved in mind when they all arrived safely at 
the only possible place we could lind near at hand to bivouac 
on—for camping was out of the cpiestion—which they never 
would have reached with their loads, had it not been for 
Puddoo’s persuasive }>owers, and the assistance of the Tolma 
men who were with them. The s]»ot we had selected was a 
narrow sloping .shelf above the rocky linn, where, by dint of 
clearing off big stones and scrajiing away earth, we managed 
to get just sufiicieiit space fur sticking up my little tent, after 
a fashion, against the face of a high beetling crag, my 
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followers finding tlie best shelter they could in holes and 
crannies among tlie rocks. 

In the afternoon, as I sat scanning the steep ground across 
the torrent, I could sec several young bucks and some telirny 
on the crags. At last I detected a solitary old tahr almost 
hidden among some birch-buslies growing on a sloping ledge, 
where he was browsing on the young leaves. In the distance 
his shaggy coat looked quite black as I caught occasional 
glimpses of him through the spy-glass. After planning our 
stalk, I started with Ihiddoo and Ganna to try and circum¬ 
vent him. With considerable difficulty we clambered down 
to the torrent, w’here it was s]>anncd by a bed of liard snow, 
and thence climbed up tlirough a stee]) wood of tall Idack 
pines until we were nearly level witli tlie tahr. He was 
still browsing among the ])irch-bushes, at what I judged to 
be about 150 yards distant across a iirecipitous rocky gully. 
After recovering my wind I rested the rifle against a pine- 
tree, took a steady aim, and let drive. “He’s hit!” ex¬ 
claimed Puddoo, as the beast seemed to shoot headlong into 
the gully and out of sight. I was congratulating myself on 
having, as 1 thought, secured so fine a s[)ecinien, when Puddoo 
excitedly whispered, “ Look ! there he is agjiin,” as, to my 
great surprise, the tahr suddenly reappeared on our side of 
the gully. As he sto]>ped short to listen and look about 
him among some fallen j)ine-trunks within easy range 
directly below us, I again took a careful shot over a 2)ros- 
trate tree, which ofTered a convenient rest. “You’ve surely 
got him this time!” said Puddoo, as the animal seemed to 
fall over backwards among the fallen trees. After reloading 
the rifle, we moved down in confident expectation of finding 
him lying dead; but nothing was there but the marks 
ploughed up by his hoofs, where he had evidently galloped 
headlong down-hill. We followed tlie track as far as we 
could do so without risking being benighted on our return 
over such awful ground, but not a drop of blood was there 
to be seen on it. 
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We had recrossed the torrent on our way back, and had 
reached a narrow and alvnost perpendicular cleft between a 
smooth wall of rock and a hard bank of old snow : a very 
awkward place, which, from being scarcely wider than a 
man’s body, it reipiired considerable exertion both of arms 
and legs to ascend. lhidd‘ a> went first, and reached the to]). 

1 followed next, and had elbowed myself half-way up, vvdien, 
in endeavouring to clutch at a niche above me, 1 in some 
manner wrenched my weak slioulder, and instantly felt 1 
had dislocated it. Calling out for assistance, I fortunately 
managed to sup])ort myself with the one arm and my knees 
until (Janna reMch( 3 d me from below, and I’uddoo, who hud 
div^ested himself of his shoes, had climbed down from above 
to extricate me from my unpleasant and somewliat critical 
position. On reacliing a s})ot where tliere was space enough 
to lie down, with I’uddoo’s assistance tiu* joint was soon re¬ 
placed— for, since my lirst accident of a similar nature on 
the rir Punchal, the experience of several reiietitions of it 
had taught me how to act in sucli an emergency, and con- 
seiinentiy 1 tliouglit little of it. My companions gravely 
shook their heads, and 1 overheard them making sundry 
mysterious allusions to the evil repuUition ot the glen. A 
wild and eerie-looking spot this certainly was, A\ith its 
frowning precipices, lieetling crags, and tall black pines. 
As the shades of night closed down on our gloomy sur¬ 
roundings, the big owls began their dismal bootings fiom 
the dark echoing pine-wood across the torrent, as if derid¬ 
ing our futile attempt on the chainied life ol that black 
old talir. 

iJuring the night I was suddenly .startled from a restless 
and rather feverish sleej)—the natural consecpience of my 
little mishap—by the sound of an avalanche of rocks and 
stones that came rattling down a steep gully some twenty 
yards from where 1 lay. This was followed by tlie occa¬ 
sional fall of a loo.se pebble on tlie canvas of my tent, 
suggesting to my disturbed imagination the idea of impend- 
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ing danger from above, which kept me wakeful until morn¬ 
ing. It was therefore not surprising, taking all things into 
consideration, that next day my nervous system was slightly 
upset, and that I was cpiite unfit for mountain work. My 
cook regarding me, I suppose, in the light of an invalid, had 
considerately prepared a surprise for me in the shape of 
some delicious jelly, all duly moulded and flavoured, which 
he had made from tahr-meat. How he had contrived to 
produce such a delicacy in the little rocky hole lie had 
selected for his kitchen, was a* marvel of culinary skill. 
But the expedients resorted to on a pinch by your Indian 
Franceatelli, and the celerity with which he can in an 
emergency prepare you an excellent meal, are always mar¬ 
vellous. 

Towards dusk I’uddoo, in a state of excitement which 
was (piite unusual to his ordinarily r^itlier phlegmatic tem¬ 
perament, came hurrying to tell me he had just seen what 
he felt sure was the tahr I had shot at tlie evening before, 
moving among the bircli-bushes on tlie same ledge we had 
at first descried him. (letting out tlie telescope, there, sure 
enough, I could see a big black tahr just disa])pearing be¬ 
hind the bushes. As he did not again sliow himself before 
dark, I’uddoo tliought he would be unlikely to move far 
away during the night. That it could be our old friend, J, 
however, considered highly improbable — though Buddoo 
positively declared he could recognise in it the same un¬ 
canny beast, which had now returned to its favourite haunt 
to feed there on the birch-sprouts. 

Next morning, as soon as it was light enough to see the 
opposite crags, all eyes were turned towards them—for every 
one of my followers, even to the cook, seemed to have be¬ 
come imbued with an excited sort of interest in that mys¬ 
terious old tahr; but not a sign of him could we see. 
Except for being unable to freely use my left arm, I was 
now tolerably fit again. I therefore [)roposed visiting some 
ground farther up the glen, which Ganna reported as being 
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a pretty sure find for old bucks. We were juvst about to 
start, when it struck me that 1 had better take one more 
look through the glass towards the birch-bushes on tlic 
ledge. This time I noticed through an interstice among 
the branches a dark i)atch which I had liitherto not ob- 
servea. After steadily watoliing it for some time I imagined 
I saw it move. At last all doubt was dispelled by the 
branches above it being sliaken to and fro. Directing 
I’uddoo’s attention to it, I handed liim the telescope. 
After a long look through it he suddenly ejaculated, “ It’s 

that- again ! ” using an ex])ressive but unmentionable 

term of native abuse towards the animal. 

Our proposed arrangement for the day was now upset, 
for even if this were not tlie big tahr 1 liad sliot at, it was 
his exact counterpart; at any rate it was unlikely that a 
finer would be found elsewlime. Tliis tiiiai thc! whole day 
was before us, so we resolved to try a stalk from a dilterenl; 
direction. Owing to tlie juecipitous nature of the ground, 
it would necessarily be a very much longiU’ and more dilli- 
cult business, but would, we thought, bring us mucli nearer 
our game. After about two hours’ clindung, imagine our 
disappointment on linding that the aniniars ])osition was 
(piite liidden below the spot which, from the other side of 
the glen, we had su])])osed would command it within (^asy 
range ; and we could discover no other means of ai)proach- 
ing it, from this side al any rate, without our being seen Ijy 
the tahr. The only jdan we could now devise was to send 
Ganna to try and steal round beyond the place from al)Ove, 
on the chance that, by flinging down a stone, he* might 
frighten the animal back towards us. Hut the crafty beast 
must have decamped in some other direction than ours, for 
not a sign did we ever sec or hear of him. If an evil 
genius i)resided over this glen, I now began myself almost 
to think that it must have been embodied, for the time 
being, in that black old buck. For not oidy did he seem 
to bear a charmed life himself, but he had ell’ectually sue- 
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ceedcd in inveigling us away from other animals we might 
have found elsewhere. How heartily did I join with my 
companions in anathematising the brute, as, with only one 
of my arms to trust to for support, I wearily scrambled 
back by even a more breakneck, though a much less cir¬ 
cuitous, route than the one by which we had come out. 

Soon after daybreak next morning we were making the 
best of a bad way up tlie side of the glen. We scrambled 
along for about a mile and a half, and then struck up a lateral 
gorge, where our work soon became comparatively easy and 
the ground more open. Here we found many fresh tracks 
of lug tahr, and altogetlier the place looked a perfect sanc¬ 
tuary for game. We started several musk-deer, for which 
the nature of tlie ground was ])articularly well suited, tliere 
being many strips and i)atches of bircli and rliododendron 
bushes alternating with rocky gullies. I killed one of the 
little animals wliicli ollered an irresistibly tempting chance 
—a rather unwise proceeding wliere there was every proba¬ 
bility of the shot disturbing the game we were more especi¬ 
ally in (piest of. ddience we ascended a long steep gully, 
Hanked with rhododendron-bushes and birches, in order to 
prospect the ground on the farther side of a high ridge, 
from which the gully ran down. 

On reacliing the crest of tlie ridge, tlie superb prospect 
that suddenly burst in sight was in itself a more than ade¬ 
quate compensation for all the ditliculty and trouble under¬ 
gone to obtain it. Anything more weirdly grand in the 
sliape of a snow-scene it would have been difficult to find. 
There, facing us, immediately across a wide treeless abyss, 
stood the pale spectral form of Doonagiri “ purbat ” (high 
mountain), its gigantic proportions abruptly rising in vast 
cliffs and slopes of solid ice and snow until they culminated 
ill a glistening white peak over 23,000 feet high. Although 
1 had become habituated, I may say, to grand mountain- 
scenery, the effect produced on me by the startling revela¬ 
tion of this mighty frozen pile, and my unexpected proximity 
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to ifc, was such, that at first it inspired an almost overpower¬ 
ing sensation of mingled wonder and awe, until the shrinking 
eye gradually became more accustomed to its dazzling mag¬ 
nificence. What an insignificant atom of mortality I felt 
as I silently contemplated this stupendous immutable work 
of nature! If any Alpine traveller can imagine himself 
brought suddenly face to face with the Jungfrau, as viewed 
from tlie Wengern Alp, but considerably exaggerated, and 
with a towering cone of snow piled above it, he may per¬ 
haps be able to form some idea of what wars before me, and 
of my feelings whilst I stood regarding it. As the morning 
wore on, huge mas.scs of snow, detached by the sun’s heat, 
began thundering dowui with a iliill booming sound like 
salvoes of distant artillery. 

Several noonday hours were passi^d on the ridge resting 
and watching for game. J'owards the aft'O'uoon, as w'c sat 
under the rhododendrons, where w’e had l)een sludtcj’ing 
from a shower of hail, w^e descried two tahr far up among 
the craggy ground across the wide hollow we had last 
ascendeil from, and almost direi'tly above where I had 
killed tlie musk-deer. Three more soon j>nt in an a]>pear- 
ance still higher up, and all were line old fell()W^s. They 
took some time to make up their minds to descend towards 
the greener slopes lower down, my shot at the musk-deer 
having probably made theJii suspicious of danger l)elow. 
Once started, however, they lost no tiiiie on their way, as 
they rattled down with the succession of playful skdps and 
hounds by which these wild goats are often w^ont to seem¬ 
ingly show tlieir glee at the prospect of tlieir evening meal. 
It was very interesting to ol>.serve them through the glass, 
with their long shaggy hair tossing wdldly about in tlie 
wind, as they reared up and butted at each other in their 
gambols, sometimes appearing as though they were knocked 
headlong, or had even fallen backwards, dowui from crag to 
crag. How little did they knmv they w^ere being watched 
with deadly intent! At length they all settled quietly 
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down to feed, upon wliicli we at once proceeded to gird 
up our loins for the business before us. Two men we bad 
brought with us for carrying game were left as markers on 
the ridge, with directions not to leave it unless the tabr 
should move off before we could get witliin range of them. 
As we left the ridge I turned a parting look towards 
Doonagiri, wliere the bluish-grey shadows were now grow¬ 
ing longer and deeper, and the declining sun was beginning 
to tinge the western slopes of the iniglity frozen pile with a 
beautiful golden light. 

The long narrow gully we bad ascended to the ridge was 
unfortunately in full view of tlie talir, and there was no 
other way of getting down, but we trusted to being able 
to descend it unobseiwed by keeping as much as possible 
under cover of the rljododendrons on eitlier side. An 
hour’s work from the ridge brought us within what we 
judged must be pretty close under wliere we liad last seen 
the talir from below, and as our markers liad not left the 
ridge, we knew the animals had not moved away. But the 
evil genius of the glen, in the shaiie of ill-luck, seemed still 
to dog our footstc;])s. To our dismay a dense cloud of mist 
now came whirling round from below and soon bid every¬ 
thing above. The wind, too, which laid liitlierto lieen right, 
siuhlenly shifted and blew straight up towards the talir. 
In vain was all our jiatient waiting until the mist cleared 
olf, for when it temporarily did so, we saw that our markers 
had quitted their post, from which w^e knew that our game 
was up and gone. They afterw\ards told us tliat the tabr 
w'ere all lying within 150 yards, directly above us, at the 
time w'c became enveloped in the mist. 

As it was now getting late, our guide proposed that, 
instead of our returning by the long round lielow, we 
should take a shorter waiy he knew of over the mountain 
above. Now short-cuts are not invariably the easiest or 
the quickest, and more especially when tliey have to 1x3 
made through the clouds. It was all very w^ell for Ganna 
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with his habitually naked feet and toes as prehensile as a 
monkey's, and for Ihiddoo, who could without inconveni¬ 
ence go barefooted when he chose; but, for myself with 
my boots, had I known what 1 was being let in ft)r, I 
think that, considering all things, my weak shoulder in¬ 
cluded, I should have chostei the longer route. AVe eon- 
tinued our stee}) asciait until we roacluHl what appc^ared, 
through the clouds tliat envelojKMl our more distant sur¬ 
roundings, to he a ri<lge of huge riigge<l rocks, from 
whence a dark narrow chasm (h‘.sccm(led abruptly into 
intinite misty s])ace bcdow. Ulack wall-lik(^ crags rose 
on both sides of a narrow strip of hard snow, sbo(>ting 
downward at an angle of something less than 43 d(‘grees. 
])own this gloomy forbidding-looking abyss our way now 
led. We commenced the descent by lowering ours(*lvi'S 
over an almost p(a‘])en(licular fac(‘. of 3*o(*k for some twtady 
feet on to tlie sloping slip]Kay snow-lx'd, down wliich W't* 
went slowly and <*ai‘efully, having often to notch the, hard 
snow for foothold. 4'hus we ]>roC(!eO(Ml over idternate 
sn(»w and bare, rock, with the sanu‘ clouded eniptim^ss 
still helow us, until we. must ha.V(‘ descended at hiast 
1000 feet, wh«m tlu^ monotony of our ])rec,arious ami 
seemingly (‘lulhiss undertaking was vaiicid hy a musk-deer 
starting u]) close to us. As he stood to look ))ack within 
twenty-live paces, his dim shadowy form looming larg(‘. 
and spe('trc-like through the mist, I got hold of tin*, rifhi 
from Puddoo, wlio was earryiiig it, and rolhxl liim ovew , 
hut as he contriv(;d to struggle away for a short distance 
down the rocks, we ha.<l sonn3 troul.)le in securing him. 
This caused considerahle <lelay ; consegmuitly, hy the 
time Ganna had shouldered him, the alre<idy waning 
light had almost failed us. Down and still down we 
scrambled through the murky mist, until at length it 
grew so dark as to make it next thing to impossible to 
move a step without danger of missing onr footing. 
Matters wx‘re now getting rather serious, for our guide, 
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in reply to niy repeated and anxious inquiries as to 
how far we liad yet to descend, had rather unwillingly 
informed me tliat there was still some “ mooskhil ” 
(difficulty) below us. Moreover, I had casually dis¬ 
covered that we were in the very gully down which the 
avalanche of rocks and stones had fallen two nights 
before. I was just beginning to realise the disagreeable 
probability of our liaving to pass a cold gruesome niglit 
in an upright position on some narrow ledge of rock, 
when, to my infinite relief of mind, I lieard voices below, 
which were joyously replied to, and ere long tlie welcome 
glimmer of a light appeared dimly struggling up through 
the fog. Our two markers, who were Tolma men, after 
picking up the musk-deer I had killed in the morning, 
had returned to our bivouac by the lower route. Well 
knowing tlie difficulties of tlie upper one, which they 
thought it proliable (Janna, to save time, would take, 
tlu‘y had, on its growing darlc, started up tlie gully to 
meet us, acconqianied by my Goorkha servant carrying 
11 lantern. Anotlier lialf-hour of very ticklisli work took 
us down to the tent, after a direct descent of several thou¬ 
sand feet, a great part of which might, under the circum¬ 
stances, have fairly been termed ratluu' perilous. 

My time being then limited, I was reluctantly obliged 
next day to (piit this excellent though to me unluck;f'bit 
of tahr-gi’ound, by the same difficult way we had got at it. 
lint let us now resume our jiresent trip, and in another 
chapter try a turn at the burrell for a change. 
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CIIArTER XXL 

Below the nortlioni slopes of Doonai^nri purbnt, in the 
middle of an immense kind of corrie several miles broad, 
lies a Bhotia hamlet bearing tbc same name as tlui moun¬ 
tain, at an elevation of nearly 12,000 feet. The brokini 
grassy slopes about the foot of a big glaeiei* wliieli rims 
down the cast side of the purbat and disekarges itsi^lf 



A Sanor wooden britl^e. 


into this huge natural amphitheatre, an^, early in the 
season, a favourite resort of bnrrell, before the villagers 
take their flocks up there for the sumnujr pasturage. 
Thither, therefore, I now resolved Ui direel my skips. 
Crossing the Doiilee by a rude wooden bridge, we pro- 
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ceeded for several miles along its opposite bank, where 
the rocks sometimes rose so directly Irom the river as to 
necessitate their being passed on rough loose planks or 
poles supported on stakes driven into crevices below them. 
Recrossing the Doiilee next morning by another very 
rustic, and in this instance rather rickety bridge, we 
struck up a narrow and deep glen, as romantic and wild 
as forest and crag could make it, passing the picturesquely- 
built little wooden chfilet of Rwing about a mile from its 
foot. After ascending 4000 odd feet from the river, in 
a distance of only five or six miles, we reached the afore¬ 
mentioned wide and elevated mountain-basin, and camped 
close beside the hamlet, to which the lOiotia inhabitants 
liad only just returned from tlieir winter sojourn below. 
The village padan was most attentive and obliging, and 
willing to give us all tlie assistance and inforniation we 
re([uired rc'garding game. Up here we were alniost above 
tlie limit of forest, except for a few l)irch-trees and rlio- 
dodendron-bushes, whicli latter were all abloom with pure 
white and pale lilac blossoms. 

As we left Ihe hamlet next morning and took our way up 
towa,rds the glacier, the snowy heights above were just being 
tipped with a pale rosy rellection, though the dawning light 
was still dim and grey Ixilow. The caisp frosty air was 
pinching cold, but an hour’s sharp walking warmed us up. 
On reaching the foot of the glacier, we stopped to take a 
careful survey of the neighbouring slopes. There were three 
small flocks of burrell visible, but the spy-glass showed that 
they contained no old rams; so we let them be, and went 
on upward along the lateral moraine of the glacier in search 
of something better. Nothing more, however, being dis¬ 
covered, 1 got on to the glacier and proceeded up over it, 
more from curiosity regarding it than with any idea of 
iinding game farther up. The ice was grey and very dirty, 
with few crevasses, and the surface, though lumpy, irregular, 
and thickly strewn with large stones,was quite easy to traverse. 
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People in India have not yet taken to attempting ascents 
of the highest mountains. Of late years the few members 
of the Alpine Club who have come to tlie Himalayas for 
that purpose, have found the native shikarees and guides, 
who are unefpialled as cragsmen, to be ([uite useless as ice¬ 
men. The fact is, tliey seldom have any occasion to cross 
glaciers. Very few of the passes usually traversed lead over 
them, and in Uie pursuit of game glaciers are avoided, as no 
game is found near their higher regions. Anotlier reason 
why these “ paharees ” arc so helpless on ice is, that they 
are so l);ully sliod. I'oots are unknown among them, and 
many of tliem only wear shoes on festive occasions. More¬ 
over, every high sn()W-])eak is ngarded by th(\st^ mountain¬ 
eers, who are mostly 1 lindoos, with superstitious awe, as the 
abode of one or other of th(or deitiirs, whom tlicy fear to 
offend. Himalayan guides will douhth'S.*^: improve at ic(i 
work ere long, if tlaa’r services are in dmnand f(»r tliat 
purpose. The Casliniore mountaiiusas, who are chit‘|]y 
Maliomedaiis, and who liave tluo'r lower (‘xtnmiities pro¬ 
tected by sandals and bandages, are. much more at home on 
stee]> snow-slopes and ice. 

After going up om* of the Doonagiri glaciia’s—lor there 
are two which unite—a eonsiderahle distance, I got such a 
racking lieadache, ]»rohably from the combined (‘.flctds of th(‘ 
intense heat of tlie sun on the glacier and the cutting wind 
that came swee])ing over it, that 1 was forccsl to return. 
Tlie evening was spent watcliing, witli the spy-glass, the 
movements of two or three small lots of Imrrell that were 
feeding on a rugged, partially gr?iss-(dad slope away across a 
deep and wide treeless liollow, down which ran the liroken 
torrent that drained the glacier. As there were several 
good-looking heads in one of tlie llo<*ks, I resolved to bo 
after them on the morrow. 

Not caring to ford ths: deep rapid snow-stream the first 
thing in the morning, we took a longer way to cross it dry¬ 
footed, np over tlie bottom of the glacier; consequently we 

U 
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were a considerable time reaching our ground, close as it 
appeared in a direct line. At the early liour we had set out, 
it was too dark to take a look with the glass across tlie 
hollow, but on nearing tlie place wliere, the evening before, 
I had last seen the burrell, we descried a hock with rams in 
it away down below. Wliilst attempting to approach these, 
another lot we had not noticed above, and whicli evidently 
contained the bigger-horned fellows we wanted to find, got 
intelligence of us and betook tlicmselves far uj) tlie slope, 
until they apparently thought they were well out of danger, 
as after a time they all lay down. A misty drizzling shower 
of rain now began to fall, whicli, as the footing was easy and 
the ground somewhat open, rather favoured our movements 
than otherwise ; conse(]uently we liad little difficulty in 
reaching a spot within eighty yards or so of where we had 
seen the animals lie down. On reconnoitring them from 
behind a rock, T saw they had risen and were slowly moving 
off, as if they had just got wind of us. TIktc was no time 
to lose, so 1 let the biggest fellow have it, when down he 
went, rolling over and over among the rocks. Tlie rest sped 
on, but as the ground tlu^y had to get over was rough and 
steep, I was abh^ to got a chance at anollier lam before they 
all disap])eared in succession round a sort of ledge overhang¬ 
ing a de('p dro]). 

As we could see that the first ram was safely dis])osed of, 
we followi'd up as quickly as ]>ossiblc in ordm* to mark the 
flock, for both Piiddoo and I thought the second sliot had 
also told. We had got round the ledge and were making 
our way over the crags beyond it, when Ifiiddoo, who was 
tracking ahead, stopped short, and gazing downward, re¬ 
marked, ‘‘ There’s no need to go farther, for look there ! ” 
The stee]> rocks below were smeared with blood, from 
which, and other unmistakable signs, it was evident that 
the wounded ram had toppled over and slid down them, 
though, from the dro]> beneath b(fing so abrui)t, we were 
unable to see how far he had gone. We now turned back 
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and <Tot down to wliore the first ram had fallen. lie was a 
<^mod Least, with thicdv liorns about two feet long. After 
cutting off his head and cleaning him, we hid his carcass 
with stones from the soaring carrion-h'eders, ami then })ro- 
ceeded round bcdow to look ♦or the other animal. We found 
him lying quite dead, and considerably smashed by his trt*- 
mendous fall among tlu‘ rocks. Luckily his liead, whi(‘h 
w.as nearly as good a.s tliat of the first I liad sliot, wa.s little 
injured. Well satisfied witli our forenoon’s si>orl, wo mad(^ 
straight for camp, which, by fording tlu* stream, we reached 
in a much shorter time than we liad takim in coming out. 

It was now the lai 1 of May, and as tla* .Niti ghat was 
several days’ jourmw from h(T(\ I conclud(‘d it would bt* 
])racticable for crossing by tin' linu! W(‘ got tlu'rc^ We 
tlierefore struck our <^amp next day. Six buxom Lhdtia 
lass(\s assist{?(l in carrying our traps down as far as Ilwing, 
wlieri^ we eam])(Ml tliat (‘veiling. At first tlu^y W(‘i‘e. timid 
and sliy, but soon ])ecam(‘ imu'e eoufidcnt and commuuie.ativ(* 
as they trudged merrily along with their loads, laugliing and 
joking as Ibey wv.ui. k’rom Inae we easily n'aehi'd th(‘. 
village of Malari in a day. The wild beauty of tin' Doulee 
valley Ih'Iow Malaia is much added to hy grand deodar 
cedars and cy])ress-trees (f'cjnyc.s.sv/.s for/ffosa), which are 
scattered over the lofty ov(‘r]ianging crags. You siic great 
old tre(‘.s, some of them many f(‘cb in diameteaV clinging hy 
tlu'ir gnarled roots to narrow ledgris or clefts on tln^ faces 
of almost V(U’tical jwecipices, ami you wondi'r how on (iarth 
they can stand and tlouri.sh there a.s they do, with nothing 
apparently hnt the naked rock to .sustain them. On the 
opposite (nortli) side of the river, situated at tlui entrance 
of a narrow gap, through the vista of wliicli you can see a 
fine glacier rising white and broken, the village* of Ko.sa 

♦ Tlics(‘ two ])oautiful trees, which are tlie pride and oriiarneiii of the Hima¬ 
layas, ^ow to a heij;>;ht of coii.siderahly ov'cr 200 feet, and in ^irth are frerpamtly 
met witli 38 to 40 at 4 or 5 feet from tlic ground. The timher of both in 
excell(fMt. 
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stands perched among the rocks, having, with its projecting 
caves and weather-stained timbers, all the picturesque look 
of a Swiss chalet. Up this gorge towards tlie glacier is 
good ground for tahr. In fact all tlie lateral gorges of 
the Doulee valley are, in their upper regions, the resorts 
of either tahr' or burrell; but in some of them the difficult 
nature of th(i ground is sucli tliat I do not tliink I overrate 
it when I affirm tliat unless one is tolerably free from the 
feeling of a])preheiision commonly termed giddiness/' hunt¬ 
ing there is always more or less attended with risk. Indeed 
a great many of the native mountaineers themselves lose 
tlieir lives in the pursuit of tahr. 

The village of Malari, consisting of about eiglity houses, 
is situated, almost ovialuanging the river, in an open kind of 
basin, when', the toh^nddy level ground is, in tlie summer 
inonths, ta,ken every advantage of l)y tlu' inljal)itants for the 
(ailtivalion of buckwheat (here called “]ha])e.r”) and barley. 
Tlui Ubdtias having just reoccupied the place for the sum¬ 
mer montlis, it pr(‘sent(Hl a much moix'. chec^rful asjuict than 
it did on a fonm'.r visit 1 had made to it ('arlier in the 
s]>ring, when it was all silent and deserted, with the wooden 
roofs here and there torn u]), wh<m' the bears had during 
the winU'.r ellecU'd a burglarious entrance. afU'.r the stores of 
grain. 1 found the burrell at that time low down on tlie 
slopes in the immediate neigblKUirhood, and shot a ram 
there. The track upward to Niti liad, in many places 
where it almost overliangs the river, b('.eii carried clean 
away by avalanches, or was 1 docked ly huge pine-trees, 
rocks, and (h'hri^ ^yhig over it, that had been swe})t down 
by them. In short, all above this was at that season soli¬ 
tude and desolation. Xow tlie road had been cleared and 
repaired by the lUidtias, with parties of whom, male and 
female, moving up with their goods and herds by easy 
stages to the higher villages, w’e found it thronged. Tlie 
men wore long, light, drab-coloured woollen tunics, and 
continuations of the same material. The women were more 
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gaily attired iu coloured skirts and bodices, with a brown 
blanket tastefully and ingeniously wrapped about their 
u})per persons so as to leave the arms free. A white 
cotton cloth was thrown over the head, drawn tight above 
the brows, fastened ])aek l)eliind the I’ars, and allowed to 
hang loosely down the ]>a:k. Most of tliein sported jewel¬ 
lery in the sha])e of ear-rings, nose-rings, and necklaces. 
The men were stout and stinnly, and some of tlie young 
girls, with their olive complexions and riuldy cheeks, were 
pleasing and bright-looking, if not actually ])retty. 

After passing the lihotia hamlets of lUimjia and (luinsali, 
tlic inith enters a narrow gorge, where the scmuny for al)out 
a mile is luagnilieeiitly wild. Tlie rjigiiig river is Hanked 
on each side ])y bare black dills and crags rising from the 
water to a stupendous height. 

beyond the gorge the valhiy widens i?!lo an open space, 
where on a sIo]»ing sj)ur lies the village of Niti, the liighest 
in the valley, at an ehivation of nearly 12,000 feet. A 
mile or so Ijefore reaching the village, a track hrandies olf 
to the right, leading over tlie Cliur lloti ])ass. Although a 
shorter route into Ifundes, it is coiisiderahly liigher than 
that over tlie Xiti jiass, and thenddre not })raeticahle as 
early in summer. The lieights ahovi; the village, wlime 
not too steep fur anything to grow on, are. thickly dad with 
a kind of gorse, which, when covered with its palc-gohlen 
Idoom, gives tlicm ipiite a goigeons a]>pearaiu-(‘. A curious 
thing tliat attracted my attention liere was an c'Xti'aoi'dinary 
collection of old cast-off shoes lliat were stiewn over a Hat 
space imni(3diatdy hdow the village. There must have 
been several hniidred, all looking lilack and slirivdled up 
from having probably Iain huried tlien^ under the snows of 
many a winter. 

Here I learnt that the pass had ]>ecu dedareil open by 
the Tibetan vakeel (envoy), who, with his small retinue, had 
arrived at Niti village after <*rossing it. The Niti pass, 
which is only 16,600 feet, i.s often practicable earlier than 
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this, but then at the risk of falling avalanches and other 
dangers, and only for ];)edestrians, the snow being too deep, 
and on steep slopes too unstable, for baggage - animals to 
travel over. The Hoonyas,^ moreover, object to its being 
crossed even by tlie Bliotias, before sending their vakeel 
over to Niti to arrange matters of business with them 
res})ecting the pass, which here separates the Britisli and 
Tibetan dominions. The boss ” of the party, a fine-looking 
Tartar, paid me a visit at my tent. As he was to leave 
Niti on his return homewards next day, I sent a polite 
message by liini to the “Jongpeu," or governor of the 
district beyond the pass, re(piestiiig bis permissi(m to hunt 
tliere. But few of tlic Bhotias haviiig as yet returned to 
tlie village, I was delayed here a day or two W'hilst “ joo- 
boos ” “ for carriage, and supplies for our sojourn in Hundes, 
where notliing of the kind could be ])rocured, were being 
fetched from the Bhdtia encampments lower down. 

All arrangements ])eing completed, I .started on Gtli June 
with fifteen laden jo(jboos, and eight Bhotias to look (ifter 
them. This may seem rather heavy marching-order for a 
sportsman’s reipiirements ; but having to carry with ns an 
extra tent for the Bhdtia followers, a month’s food for about 
a d()zen people, and the baggage-animals having, moreover, 
to be lightly laden for gelling over the snow-beds, which 
would still be lying dec[) along portiojis of our route, w'ill 
account for it. The summit of the pass is about 3d miles 
from Niti village, beyond which tlic mountains, except for a 
few birch-trees, become bare and desolate. The first day we 
proceeded up the valley of tlie l )oulee—here called the Niti 
—to a spot called (Noting. Sovui after leaving the village 
the way leads for some eight miles, in a succession of tire¬ 
some ups and downs where it crosses deep precipitous 
gullies, along a hare stony liill-face with so sharp a slox>e 

* The Tibetan inhabituuts of Hutnh'.s arc called Hoouyas. 

- The ‘^jooboo” is a cross between the yak and the ordinary horned cattle 
of the Himalayas. 
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that you cannot see the river, although you can liear it roar¬ 
ing sullenly down its narrow rocky channel some 2000 feet, 
on an average, below. The track, which had not as yet been 
repaired by the Bhbtias, was narrow and broken, and in 
luaiiy parts had been carried clear away by slips of earth 
and snow, and broad be'l.s of snow still lay hard, smooth, 
and teii'ibly steep in some of the gullies we crosseil 
In such places we had ourselves to make it passable lor the 
jooboos, with tools we carried with us fur the purpose. As 
we went along we could sometimes see the sununer 
avalanches — which are ipiite dillereiit from the more 
destructive ones of the early spring—coming tumbling 
down the rocky gulli(‘s on the stee]) im.mntain-face across 
the river; the strea-ins of falling snow ai)pearing in the 
distance to descend (piite slowly, though they were really 
thundering down at a fearful rate. ^Vt oic ])oint we readied 
an elevation of nearly 15,000 feet, .just before descending 
to doting, which is about 13,000 feet. These altitmles 
1 ascertained hy my mountain aneroid, whicli I had had 
corrected id the luruhpiarters of the great Trigonometrical 
Survey of India, at l)ehra Doon, belore starting. tew 
aneroids, liowever, if any, are to be much depended on 
alHjve 15,000 feet at most. V\) to that height I found 
mine wonderfully accurate at altitudes marked on the 
Survey m<a])S. Above ibis it played all kinds of jinks, 
making the summit of tlie Niti pass, for instance, wliicli is 
well under 17,000 feet, to be over 20,000 feet; but on 
again descending below lo,U00 feet it resumed its normal 
good behaviour. 

The camjjing-placc of doting is a small Hat of green tiirl, 
alimrst surrounded with abru[>t scarps ol earth overhanging 
the river. A solitary clump (jf bircli-trces growing on a 
slope hard by alforded a iilentifiil supply of fuel for our 
camp-fire. Some of these gaunt old specimens, with theii 
gnarled and crooked limbs, must have weathered the storms 
of centuries. One or two grey old giants 1 measured iu 
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this neighbourhood were nearly 15 feet in girth. These 
were the last trees we saw beyond Niti. Before the snow 
melts off the neighl)ouriiig heights, the slopes about Goting 
are good for several days’ burrell-shootirig, and there, on a 
former visit, I got the biggest horned ram of the kind I 
ever killed. As he afforded me a capital day’s sport, I 
shall here devote a page or two to his memory. 

As I had no intention of crossing the pass that season, I 
reached Niti much earlier in the year. The village then 
looked tristful and forlorn in its emptiness. The snow still 
lay in broad patclies on the heiglits close above it, and the 
burrell were all low down. As we left the village foi* 
Goting in tlie grey of early morning, the only living sound 
that broke the still frosty air was tlie wild wliistling call of 
the “ lieoonwal ” (snow-pheasants), as they sat on Ixire knolls 
among the goise-buslies, their long-drawn mournful notes 
according well witli tlie lone.sonie scene iiroiiiul. They did 
not seem very sliy, but as Uiey were generally in jiairs I 
refrained from going aftiu- tlieni. The track to (ioling was 
ulteii, for long distances, (juilc buried in snow. In some 
places where it li.ad ju.st melted off, and tlie hard steep 
ground was glazed over with a 8lip])ery coating of ice, 
which had at times to be cbippeil for foothold, a glance 
down towards the bidden dei)th far below sent a cold 
crcci>y thrill through the nerves that was anything but 
pleasant. 

A few miles below Goting we des(*ried across the valley 
a flock of twelve burrell, and with the glass 1 could dis¬ 
tinguish two grand old rams in it. They were on a small 
slo}>ing patch of green grass above the precipitous rocks 
rising directly from the river, having evidently descended 
to feed there from the heights above, the upper regions of 
which were covered with snow, and the steep declivities 
below, where it had only recently melted off, were, for a 
long way down, still (piite destitule of verdure. There was 
no means of crossing the river nearer tlian Goting, where 
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Puddoo said we should find a natural bridj^e of snow. It 
was too late, however, when we reached there to ^jjo after 
the burrell that day ; but as nothing was likely to disturb 
them, and there was then no food for tliem above, we 
should have every eliance of iinding them still on or near 
the same ground in tlie morning. As we were pitching the 
cam]), one of the men who had gone to fetch water came 
and told me he laid seen some burridl feeding farther down 
our side of the river ; so Puddoo and 1 at once started to 
look after tliem. There, was one good ram in the lloek, 
which was a small one ; but our attem])t at a stalk was a 
failure, as the W'ary e>‘eatures got wind of us and made oH'. 

Early next morning we chimbiTed down tlie slet*]) scarj) 
of frost-rotted eartli to tlie natural bridge wlncli was formitd 
of hard old snow jammed u]) betw(‘en huge fragments of 
rock tliat laid fallen from above, almost across tlu^ river, 
where it rushed tljrongh a narrow chasm. It was u?i 
awkward ])lac*e to cross, and after gelling ovc‘.r, tlicrc^ was 
ail aliominably stee]) bit to b(‘. surmounted, whiu’c the 
ground was smooth and friable, bcd’oi'e we eonhl ])rocieed 
down the valley, along the rocks that overlnmg the river 
raging along its narrow bed. Tlumcc^ we got on ]»retty 
easily fur ii mile or two, kcc*])ing a sbaip look-ont u])ward 
befoic' cre^ssing each stec‘]) gully we came to, lest an ava¬ 
lanche of snow, or loose rocks and stones, wdiicli at any 
moment might l)e expcsjted, should come down ii]M)n us. 
At last we neared the* ]»hice wliere, from tlu* o]>])osite side, 
we had seen the tloek of hurrell. We laid just rounded 
a comer, when a lot of ewes, which started up from a 
ravine just bc^yoiid it, went scaiiijieriug away, and almost 
immediately after wc saw the Hock containing the two ])ig 
rams also moving quickly upward from the vciry })lace 
where we had at first sightcal it, liaving evidcnitly taken 
alarm at the flight of the ewes. This was very annoying; 
but as the second flock had not actually seen us, there was 
still a chance of getting a crack at the rams before evening. 
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Up and still up the beasts continued slowly to ascend, 
until, after watching them for an hour or more, we finally 
lost sight of them among the snow>fields above. As they 
would be pretty sure to descend again in the evening to 
their feeding-ground, we moved upward for some distance to¬ 
wards a commanding spot from whence we could more easily 
watch their movements. We were skirting a small coppice 
of birch and rliododendron bushes, when a fine little buck 
musk-deer jumped up close to us. As he stopped to look 
back I sent a bullet througli him, but had to follow up and 
give him a second shot before securing him. After re¬ 
lieving liini of liis musk-bag (which ought always to be 
done at once), and hiding him from the birds of prey, we 
continued our ascent to the spot wliere we intended to wait 
fur tile burrell. 

Here I discussed my breakfast, and then commenced a 
careful search with the telesco[)e for our friends above. 
At length 1 made them out, reposing on some bare rocks 
ajuoiig the snow-lields; and with the glass 1 could discern 
the arching liorns of one of the big fellows, standing out in 
relief against a snow-bed, as he lay on a slab of stone 
below it. For hours we waited there, every now and then 
taking a look through the spy-glass at the burrell, lest we 
should lose sight of them if they moved, until, as the 
afternoon wore on, they rose. At iirst tliey came down¬ 
ward very slowly ; but hunger, 1 suppose, soon made them 
(piicken tlieir movements, till they got below the snow- 
iitilds, when they st()]>ped from time to time to nibble the 
dry withered leaves of the dwarf rhododendron plants,^ the 
only vegetation a])j)arently up there. After making pretty 
suiHi of their intentions, we commenced a’ stalk up to meet 
them, for it was now drawing towards evening, and we 

* The bloom of thcsi; little .sliru])s is here a pale yellow ; in other resi>ects 
they are exactly similar to the AljHin roseii. I was told that the red-flowered 
kind also grows here, though I never saw it myself. 
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wore a considerable distance from our camp. It was a 
long and steep climb, and all the more diilicult from our 
having sometimes to scramble round, over awkward bits, in 
order to keep out of view of the animals. 

At length we reached a point where some big rocks }»ro- 
jected over the side of a widv; gully, into wliich we knew 
the burrell must have descended, though they wei*e now 
hidden from our sight, ruddoo, who had eliiiibed on to 
the rocks to reconnoitre, at once heekoiied me to come up 
beside him. On slowly raising my head to look over, 1 
beheld, within 150 yards, and almost lUi a, level with ns, a 
big ram standing on an isolated crag above a dee]) dvo]). 
What a beauty he looked as he stood there motionless as a 
statue, gazing intently downward! lUit 1 had little time 
for admiring him, as his companions were moving on. 
Owing to tile ram^s ])osition, and the sliap<* of tlie rocks 
we were on, it so luiiijieiied that shooting from the right 
shoulder was difficult. 1, however, managiHl to screw myself 
round into an awkwaril attitude, and taking as steady an 
aim as, under such circumstances, I was aide, iircMl my shot. 
Tlie ram tottered for a second, and tlien fell headlong down 
some 150 feet. The rest of the tlock at (Uice huddled 
together and coininenced ndracing tlieir ste])s slowly up¬ 
wards, but after going a short distance tla.‘y stood again 
with all their heads turned towards us. Singling out the 
other big fellow, I sent the contents of the second barrel 
at him, and saw him, as I imagined, go tumbling down 
after his companion. “C^hiick!” wliisjiered Ruddoo, “ now 
take the other big one,"' as lie lianded me my sjiare rifle. 
To my surprise, I now saw the big fellow 1 liad just shot at 
continuing his ascent with the rest of the flock. lUit, alas ! 
1 had missed iiiy chance, as the other rifle was only a little 
'360 bore, for an accurate shot with which the ram was 
now too far out. The second bullet had gone just over tlie 
big fellow’s .slioulder, and had brought down a ewe that had 
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been standing immediately above and behind him. Had it 
struck an inch or two lower, it would in all probability have 
killed them both. 

It was disappointing to have thus killed the wrong 
animal by mistake, but on getting down to the beasts I 
had shot, it was consoling to find that the ram had perfect 
horns, 27 inches long. As it was now getting late, there 
was no time to gralloch them, so we merely cut slits in 
their paunches to let out the foul gas, and taking off the big 
fellow’s head, made the best of our way back to camp, 
which we reached just before dark. 

Next day tlie men sent to fetch tlie dead burrell found an 
“ ounce,” or, as it is more commonly called, a snow-leopard, 
at work on them. If tlie stupids had only had sense enoiigli 
to leave one of tlie carcasses as a bait, the licast would cer¬ 
tainly have returned to it, nnd in all ])rol)ability 1 should 
liave got a shot at a rather rare animal 1 was most anxious 
to kill. During that visit to Goting I had two more day<^ 
on other good ])eats; but as 1 liave said quite enough about 
burrell-hunting for the present, we will now resume our 
journey towanls llundes. 

A few miles above Goting the valley suddenly contracts 
into a deep and narrow defile. Just hefure entering it, I 
shot a ram out of a flock of buiTcll that unexpectedly .showed 
themselves above .some high rocks overhanging the track. 
The animals had evidently come down to a salt-lick there is 
here close by the wayside. The beast 1 had killed had mo.st 
conveniently fallen down on to the track, where we left him 
for the ]neii following with the jooboos to pick up. Through¬ 
out the detile, which is several miles long, the river was then 
covered over with a haid bed of snow, which made our pro¬ 
gress there much easier than on our return, after the snow- 
bed had disappeared, when the baggage-animals had to 
scramble along the rocky steeps rising abruptly from the 
river. We had some trouble, however, in circumventing one 
or two awkward places where the snow had already fallen 
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in and left yawning holes disclosing the dark gurgling water 
tearing along below. We stopped for tliat day at the head 
of the defile, where the stony gi-ound was clear of snow, and 
the cold blast that blew down the gorge as if through a 
funnel raised tlie dust in clouds and made it difficult to 
keep o,if tents standing. Beyond tliis, for the ten or twelve 
miles before reaching the summit of tlie pass, tlicre is no 
ditUculty to speak of, and the scenery is graiiil tlioiigh 
somewluxt dreary and monotonous. Across the river, on the 
south side, sevtu'al Hocks of ])urrell (‘ontaining some good 
rams were seen on the ste(‘p slo[)es. We camped Just ]>elow 
the short but pretty stitf final ascent to the to]) of the ghat, 
ill order to get over it in the early morning before tlu‘, snow 
])ec{ime softened by the lu‘.at of the sun. 

Starting very early, tlie crest was r(*a(h(‘d soon afbir sun¬ 
rise. Tlie view you g(‘t from it of llundes \s more striking 
tliaii beautiful. In tlie glaring picture licfon^ you tli(?rc is 
an absence' of wbat a jiainter would call cliiaro-oscuro; not 
in its liteial smisc by any moans, fur tlicrc is certainly no 
want of light luid shade, but in the harmonious blending of 
tluxse elfects, which is, I think, the tiMdinical acceptation of 
tlie term. The aeuahl perspective, too, l«)ol{s almost un¬ 
natural ill its clcariu's.s. Tliat mighty objea^t of Hindoo 
veneration, the Kaihis peak, rising 22,000 odd fiaT, about a 
hundred miles away eastwanl, close above the great holy 
lake of Mausorawar—wliieh latter, though invisible* fn>m 
the pass, 1 knew to be epiite that distaiu‘.e as tie*, crow Hies 
— did not seem more than lialf as far off. In vain (lf> you 
here look for the beautiful .sunrise eir sunse;t eflects of more 
dense anel bumiel atmosjdieres, for the sun sliine^s through 
the thin air of tliese high Tibetan regions will) the same 
garish-white glare wlien on the horizon as when on the 
merielian. l^erhaps I might have viewed tlie* prospect 
before me in a different light under more agreeable circum¬ 
stances, but the liigh wind that blew the dry drifting snow 
off the neighbouring mountain-tops in long pennon-like 
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clouds chilled one to the very marrow, and I had a dreadful 
headache to boot. 

The watershed here deserves notice. Speaking figura¬ 
tively, if, when standing beside the cairn on tlie pass, you 
throw a snow])all towards the west, it melts into a tril)iitary 
of the Ganges, and so into the Bay of I>cngal. If you fling 
another towai-ds the (iast, it will melt into the Sutlej—here 
flowing almost northward beyoml tlic j'^ass—be carried back 
by that river westward through the Himalayan chain, and so 
find its way eventually down the Indus into the Arabian 
Sea. 

After getting half-frozen whilst attempting to make a 
hurried sketch, with my fingers so benumbed that I could 
scarcely liold the ])('n(‘il, it. was almost a relief to be plodding 
on again knee-deop through the snow, down towards wlnm? 
we camp(‘d for the night, four or five miles farther on, after 
a descent, for the most part over (l(‘ep snow, of some 2000 
f(M*t. 

TIh‘ C'.old h('re at night was terribh*. All the wraps I 
}) 0 ssessed faihMl to kea^p out the piercing wind, so we waited 
until the rising sun warmed us up Indore w’c set out next 
day. W(^ only went hair or fiv<^ miles, (‘liietly along the 
stony bed of the, Sakchu—a stream of snow-waU‘r, which 
had to be forded st^veral times—to a spot wliere there w\as 
some grazing for the poor jooboos, which had been fasting 
for two days. Here we were intervii'Aved by a deputation 
of Hoonyas, sent by the Jongpcii from las residence at Daj)!!, 
about twenty miles <jff, to arrange about the period he was to 
])ermit us to remain in Tibetan territory. At first these 
emissaries would hear of nothing more than eight days; 
but after a good deal of j^ersuasion from Buddoo, and their 
hearts had been softened by a bottle of whisky, they eventu¬ 
ally agreed to fifteen, beyond wliich they said it was impos¬ 
sible to extend the permission without tlu^ sanction of the 
Jongpen. To this functionary I therefore sent by them a 
present of a revolver, accompanied by a request that, as I 
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had come so far to hunt there, ho would do me the favour 
to extend the privilege to a month. Reforo talking tlieir 
departure, however, they asked me to sign an agreenuait to 
the effect that I would nut attempt to cross the riv(‘r Sutlej, 
and that I should ri'torn over the pass hy the aj)pointtMl 
time, 1 v-uding a reference to tiie Jongpen. They also l(‘ft 
two (|ueer-looking old f(‘llows of their numlKU’ luhind them, 
to see ttiat we did not tn^^pass beyond the ju'cscribed limits. 
They were quite open to a little trad(‘, and sold me a large 
thick woollen rug called a ‘‘ cliookta,” which, aftiu’ drowning 
its inliahitaiits l)y soaking it for several liours in the str(‘am, 
made a most comfortable and r(‘-q\nsite addition to my wraps 
at night. 

A sudden snowstr»rni (kdayed our departure until rather 
late next morning, when we started in tla^ ^lireetion (d’ a 
good locality for Oirs Aan/io/f, known as Ta/.ang, with our 
escort of lIo(aiya caA alry, mounted on yaks as tlaar chargers, 
following at some dislaiici' heliiml us. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

We wore now well out on tlio iimlulating uplands of 
JIundes, and traversing ground where we might expect to 
find the l)ig wild slicep. A strange wcurd-looking land, to 
all ai)pearanee a desert, stretching far and wide before us 
towards distant ranges of barren undulating niouiitaiiis, 
tinted with every sliade of red, yellow, ]mrplc, and blue, 
rising tier lu'yond tier, and culminating in snow-clad ridges 
and j^eaks—all tludr huitures looking marvellously distinct 
througli the clear rare atmospliere. I'road table-lauds, 
iiveraging about 1 r ),000 feet above the sea-hwel, bare, 
browu, and monotonous, sloping gradually down from the 
foot of the great snowy chain of the llinnilayas behind us, 
and intersected l)y liuge ravines, growing deeju^r and wider 
as tlu\y all trcmd northwards tow'ards the river Sutlej, here 
called the Satroodra, llowing (from east to west), hidden 
among tludr miglity labyrinths, far away below us. The 
solemn waste here and therci diversificHl ])y low arid hills of 
a brick-red hue. In tlie dark sapphire-blue firmament, a 
blazing sun shedding a cheerless dazzling glare on all around 
us. Not a sound but the wailing of the wind to l)reak the 
dead depressing silence, save perhaps the hoarse croak of a 
solitary big raven, or the snorting of a troop of kiang, as the 
startled animals stand for a few seconds to gaze in([uiringly 
at the intruders on their wild domain, ere they wheel simul¬ 
taneously about and gallop madly away over the rolling 
wind-swept slopes of shingle and sun-baked earth, leaving a 
drifting cloud of dust to mark their track. 
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Here, in small Hocks, few and far between, roams the 
ponderous-horned Ovis, ever watchful and wary, sus[>ectiiig 
danger in each gUvSt of the icy blast that comes {itfully 
sweej)ing over this bleak howling wilderness. A wolf may 
occasionally be detected slinking stealthily oiV. Sometimes 
a sh^ hare starts from the ^ -jver of a scjaibby tussock of the 
stunted herbage that is sparse,ly scattered over the stony 
soil ; or a grey marmot may be seen sitting erect on some 
sandy knoll, disturbing nature's silent repose with its shrill 
cliir])ing whistle ere it vanishes into its lairrow hard by. 
Even the Tartar hamlets, which very rarely ocanir in these 
dreary iiiliospitalde wilds, have a dilapidated, decayed, and 
forlorn look about them that is (p\ite in ket‘i>ing with tlieir 
desolate tlream-like surroundings. Such were my general 
impressions of the country we were now in. 

As we were trudging along some distanee ahead of ilu‘ 
joohoos, a small tlock of ewe, Oirs Avumut was descried in 
the distanee. Kiangs were feeding here and tluat* among 
the few ])uiiehy tufts of her])age on the stony ])lain. We 
also saw a iine reddish-coloured fo.x. Our canij) was [dtclied 
ill tlie ])est shelter from the wind we couhl (ind in a ravine, 
where S(»me strij^s of gvemisward along the l)anks of a small 
stream aflorded food for tin* |(K)boos, but there was no fuel 
except the thick routs of the “ debsing " grass. The boort/c 
of more iiortliern Tibetan regions is lu re called “ deJ)sing.” 

Here we deeided to remain for a day or two, to bunt in 
the vicinity. We found one ilock of live sjdendid old 
rams, and made several attempts to get at tluaii ; but the 
ground they were on was so flat and bare, and the. lieasts 
were so wary, tluit it was impossiljle to get witliin measur¬ 
able distance of them : we might just as well have tried 
to stalk the moon. The innumerable kiangs, too, here 
grazing about in every direction, were a great nuisances, 
their startled movements being always calculated to ])ut 
the thus on the alert. For even when you may think 
you are quite safe from d<dection by an Ovis Amnion as 

X 
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regards sight and scent, no animal lias a keener perception 
of danger from any sii8])icious sigji or iiiovement on the 
})art of other living beings within range of his vision, 
liowcver far distant from him they may be. 

Whilst cam])ed lierc the messengers from Dapa again 
turned up, bringing with them a present from the Jong- 
pen of some yaks’ tails, and an answer to the effect tliat 
twenty-one days was the utmost time lie could possibly 
allow me, owing, he said, to pressure t)Ut on him in such 
matters from Lliasa. 8o the contract was signed, sealed, 
and delivei’ed, and 1 was of course in honour bound to 
abide by it. This limited ])eriod precluded any chance 1 
might have had of getting a shot at the wild yaks (here 
called “ bunchovvr ”), which, though very numerous on 
the other (nortli) side of the Sutlej, are only sometimes 
to be met wiLli on this side, and generally so far eastward 
from here that 1 shoidd not have time to reach their 
haunts.^ 1 might have adopted the arln’trary ])lan of re¬ 
fusing to sign any agreement, but the juissive resistance 
to all my further proceedings in the country which 
might probably liave been the only consetpiencn of my 
doing so, would have been (piite as detrimental to my 
chances of sjiort thei’e as a more active and forcible one. 
1 therefore determined to make the best use of the time 
allowed. 

Next morning the cattle were packed and sent off to a 
spot where there was feeding for them a few miles from 
here, in the direction of the Sutlej, whilst Tuddoo and I 
made a circuit over the tidde-land and through the ravines 
more ejistward. We made out a ilock of Ort's miles away, 
up towards the Himalayan slo})es ; but as, even with the 
aid of the s]>y-glass, we were doubtful whether they were 
ewes or young males with small horns, and they were 

* Tibetan aiitelopos—liere calb’d “ tso ”—aiitl “ goa,” Tibetan gazelles, are 
also to be Ibuml in Hiimles, but only, I believe, well northward of the 
Sutlej, or further eastward beyonvl the Mansorawar lake. 
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also ill a direction opposite to the one we wished to take, 
we ])aid them no further attention. Towards the after¬ 
noon we found two bmrell rams, wliieli we‘ stalked with¬ 
out mucii diflieulty, and one of them was killed. 1 
noticed on this occasion, and many others, on tlicse hi^di 
imdu’’ linii; u])hinds, tliat a ^iiot had a peculiarly dull and 
hat sound, which was ])robably due to atmosjdieric inliu- 
ence. There was none of the usual rinj^ or reverberation 
in the thin air of this high region. Nor was there an 
echo to the reiujrt of a gun even under conditions of 
ground wIku’c it might ordinai'ily have been exi)ecteil 
Had it not been for tlie usual recoil, 1 might have su[)- 
posed that the rille was loaded witli an insullicient chargti 
of ])owder. On our way back we (aime across a Hoonya 
em*aiu])ment, the occii[)ants of whicii wi're ])usily engagial 
sheep-sliearing. Tliey were using a kidfe in i)lace of 
siKiars for removing the ilceccs, wliich 1 noticed were 
very line and long. 

Herds, consisting sometimes of thousands of sheep, g<*ats, 
iiJul yaks, may b(.‘ seen about a Hoonya camp, all of them 
as wild as deer, and it is interesting to ol)sc*rve the way in 
whicli tlu*y are tended. The sluie}> and go.its are jueketiMl 
at night in troo})s, exactly like the liorses of a cavalry regi¬ 
ment. Two long repes are stretched along the ground and 
made fast about a yard a])art, witli nooses on e.aeh ro[»e 
about two feet a]>art. In tlu‘, evening the sheej) and goats 
are collected, and surrounded by the men, women, and 
children in a circle, who all continue singing, which ap¬ 
pears to have the ellect of quieting the animals. 1iiis 
circle is gradually contracted around the I’opes, and in a 
marvellously short s]>ace of time all the animals’ lieads 
are tied in these nooses, heads inwards, facing each other. 
The women then go round with j»ails, singing all tlie time, 
and milk them. Night or ten women follow each other, 
each operating on every sheep and goat, Init not spending 
more than a quarter <jf a iniuute over each. 8heep and 
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j^oiits are tied up iiidiscriniiiiately, and the milk is of 
course mixed. 

From here we next day took a heat northward, over 
the same description of ground, and soon discovered two 
good Aiitniotb rams. Althougli they were not much 
more than half a mile from us, we had to make a round 
of what appeared to me .several miles, to try and ap- 
{)roach tlieni—and all on account of tlierc being only 
some lifty yards of tlie intervening ground to cross ex¬ 
posed to their watchful eyes, which difficulty it was ini- 
})ossil)le otherwise to eircumveiit. And after all our 
trouble, the animals .seemed to liave spirited tliemselves 
away, for not a trace of them could we lind on tlie hard 
gravelly ground to indicate what direction tliey liad taken. 
It was now noon, and we liad brought no food witli u.s, 
having tiiat morning intended to return early to camp; 
but the two rams liad u[).set this arrangement, so we sent 
back our sjnire man to fetch something to eat, and con¬ 
tinued our .seareli for them. We liad not gone far when 
we espied a. solitaiy ram. carrying fairly good horns. 
After moving restlessly about I’or .some time, he lay 
down on an exposed eminence, where there was no ]) 0 s- 
sible way of a])i)roaehing him nearer than about 400 yards. 
We therefore lay down and waited, in the ho[)e that he, 
might move on to more .suitable ground for a stalk. He 
seemed to be sullering from an attack of bronchitis, for, 
as 1 watched him through the glass, 1 distinctly saw that 
he wais constantly coughing. After w\i had lain there 
about two liours, expo,sed to the hard wind and baking 
sun, waiting for the beast to rise, hunger began to assert 
itself, which caused us to grow impatient. We therefore 
decided to try and .shorten the intervening distance by 
creeping towards him in the open, under the delusion that 
his seeming indis[K)sitioii would perhaps make him reluc¬ 
tant to bt‘stir himself. Strange to say, he allow’ed us to 
get well within 300 yards before he rose, which unusual 
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nep;ligence on the ])art of an Oris Ammon we conld only 
attribute to his ailincuti. He moved olf very slowly, so 1 
hastened his departure with a bullet; and as on i‘xamin- 
in^ the place where I had .shot at him we found a i^ood- 
size(1 tuft of his hair on the ground, 1 mu.st havt; shavi‘(l 
1dm ])reity (‘losely. Wt' now nnule for the spot where 
]hid(h>o had arranged for the ]u*oven(ler to be brought to, 
and after appeasing our hungcu-, proecsuled to try fresh 
ground. No game was found on it, how(‘ver, which was 
not surprising, as we thdected ]>oachers tluue in the shape 
of t wo grey wolv(‘S (here calhsl “ clianko ”), one of which 
I sent limping away with a broken hind-leg. ]>y the tinn^ 
wc; got back to camp in the evcadng, I felt as if 1 had 
done perhaps a little more than (uiough work sima^ early 
morning. 

Our cam]) was mov(‘d iK'.xt day to laaigpu, tin* first 
inhabited ]>la(*(‘ W(‘ had met witli sinc(‘ l(‘aving tJa^ villag(‘ 
of Nit.i. A Tartar hamhT and small gom]>a (monast(*ry) 
—the lattta* coloured red—])erche<l along the (;r(‘St of 
a ])ale-ytdlowisli low ri(lg(^, of vrldch the crund>ling half- 
dikijadated liousi^s se(aiH!d to fo]‘m a part. A ]‘a])id turbid 
stream of nielted snow (lii(‘ Sakchu) wound along below 
it, and some b'rraced liidds in the vicinity looked so arid 
and stony lliat it was ditllcult to concaave how anything 
could ever grow tlnu'e. 'J1ie villager looked utt(irly dr(‘a.ry 
and forsaken,— a, hov d(M'.ii‘])it old men .and wizened hags 
Ixuiig its sole inhabitants, the ]est Ixang absent in their 
camps, grazing tlieir ilocks in tlie wilderness around. 
Altf)g(‘tluu', the ])lace .and its .surroinidings hnked .so 
dreamy and unreal in tlui fjuivering rcdleeted heat and 
dazzling white glare of noon, that it seemed almost as 
though it belonged to some other and 1(.‘SS beautiful 
world. 

From lierc we worked over ground when*, Fuddoo had 
made certain of finding Orrs Ammon, lait unfortunately we 
found it occupied hy flocks of Oves Tartar and goats instead. 
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Out ou a big plateau we saw two unusually large troops 
of tiang—one of some fifty, and the other of about thirty 
animals. The serried cavalcades would trot up towards us, 
and suddenly halt witliiii 150 yards or so, and after standing 
there snorting and gazing wistfully at us for a few moments, 
wheel about, as if l)y word of command, and careering round 
in a wide circle, return rigain and again to perform the 
same manceuvre, ere galloping away for good and disappear¬ 
ing over some neighbouring rise. 

Next day being Sunday, we wi^re glad of a much-needed 
rest, not only for our weary limlis, but for relief to my face 
and hands, which were almost raw from tlie combimul 
effec'ts of biting w'ind and scorching sun. Wlien that 
abominal)le blast happcaied not to b(‘ blowing, which was 
seldom, the climate at tliis ])lac(^ was sim[)ly ]>orfect in tlie 
shades, altliough the cold at night was bitter as usual. 
Watclnng tlu^ proceiulings of a colony of grey marmots 
(Ina’e cidlcul plieea ”), not far from my t(mt, was quite 
an interesting ])astime. 

-From Dongpu w(‘ had a long and weary tramp among the 
broken ground and deep ravines lying' between it and the 
Sutl(‘j. The one satisfaction 1 derived from going tlierc was 
a good view of th*at river from the heights immediately above 
it—here a rapid flood of muddy snow-water, rolling along 
a desolate and verdureless valley Ix'tween stony undulating 
lulls. Almost directly btdow us I (“ould set*, spanning the 
stream, a woodtui bridge, whicli only made me more fully 
r(‘alise the disappointing fact of my being debarred from so 
easily visiting the country beyond it, where buuchowr (wild 
yak) and other Til)etan game were said to abound. The 
wild camel, too, is found on some of the wide plateaux 
beyond the Kuen Liin rang(», farther north—though, even 
could one reach its haunts, it is not the kind of animal a 
s}>ortsman would care to pull trigger on. 

This was an utterly blank day. Not a living thing, 
either biped or (piadruped, was to be seen. As we toiled 
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slowly and wearily ov(?r thost^ boundless shini^ly slopen and 
hioh tabb^-laiuls, breaibless from tluuv rarefiiMl nir, and 
butleded l)y the ever-blowing blast, liow ofUai ilid 1 ask 
myself wliether the j^ame was really worth all tla^ time 
aiul trouble entaihsl by its pursuit, until, lati' in the 
evmiing, we ;j;ot baek Id (‘amp, tiri'd out and dejt'eted. 
Kv(*ii the stolid but usually ij^ood"tem]>t‘r('d I’uddoo showed 
evident symptoms of ill-humour at our frnithvss work. 

Some distance to tlu* eastward of Don^pu li(‘s a low 
rauL^e. of rounded hills, known as tin* bill l);lkri (kmI hills), 
s<^ (;alled from the briek-n‘d (‘olour ])(‘rvadin,H tluun. Th(‘S(> 
hills are Deiu‘.rally (•( nsidercd to b(‘ a favouritci nvsort of 
Oin-i AmnKni, Tlu' rang(‘. is pretty (^xtc'usivi', but th(‘re is 
only one s])ot th(‘r(^ nc'arer than tin; Shijxihillum stnxxm, at 
its eastern ('xtn‘niit.y, wh(‘r(‘ wat(‘r is to be found. HiitJan* 
we now (lt‘ci<led to proceed. S(*V(‘ral li;nx‘s, .and somt‘ 
('ovcys of t]i(‘ llodgsoninn partridg(‘, wen* ])ut u|) on tin* way. 
As wij iu*fu‘(‘d our eainping-j)lace, on turning a cormu' in a. 
winding raviin* W(‘ eaine suddenly on four (‘W(^ O/v’x*, one, of 
which I shot to ]>rovid(‘ meat. TIh*. litth* stream that ran 
|>ast the tents was dull of diminutive dark-eoloun‘d lish, 
whi('h W(‘r(* easily caught by dragging tlu* water with .a 
she(*t, and ]>roved excellent for (Siting. llanos were 
nunuu'ous in this vicinity, though, strangi* to say, very 
wild, but I did not can* to disturb tht‘ ground by sh<K)ting 
at tlumL 

Tlie tii’st nioining we tricsl the W(‘st(*]‘n part of the range, 
but saw no fresh sign of large rams. Nothing could we 
find there except three (iwes—j^robabl}^ the same. h»t I had 
shot one out of the day bef<u*e : wc* therefon^ ])joe<*e(led 
mor(^ eastward. About noon we mad(^ out four big-horn(Ml 
fellows about two miles ofl* Whilst working towards the.s(* 
we descried another flock of s(‘A'(m, and most of llHiia good 
rams too, not far from the first lot. As nsiinl, tli(\y were in 
an open and nnapproaehahle position. both lots, however, 
appeared to be feeding nj) towards the brow of a rise a)»ove 
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them; so, after ^»etting as near as we could, which was still 
over a mile from them, we lay down to watch their move¬ 
ments, in the hope tliat they would soon put the brow of 
the hill ])etween tliem and us. As wc lay motionless there, 
getting half roasted l)y the blazing sun, I was much enter¬ 
tained ])y a curious little entomological study that chanced 
to come under my observation. I noticed innumerable 
small grey grasshoppers — I should call them crickets, as 
there was very little grass for them to hop on — which 
showed a strange amount of curiosity respecting our 
persons. They came creeping towards us over the stones 
from all sides, even crawling and hopping over us, and 
paying particular attention to the oil on the guns, the 
llaveiir of which seemed to be very attractive to them. 
They were so fearless as even to greedily devour the ends 
of atoms of dry grass softened between my teeth and held 
close to their mouths. 

As soon as the last of the rains had disappeared over the 
brow, we made for it as fast as we were able, in order to get 
there, if possible, before they were out of range lieyoiid it; 
but on reaching it, not a vestige of the animals was to be 
seen. Soon, however, we descried two fine rams in another 
direction, and whilst deliljerating as to the best way of 
approaching them, six more came over a rise on to the same 
ground. It was truly a case of einharras drs rirhes^Hc.^ tliis 
time, for tlu' relative ])ositions of the two lots wore such 
that it w'as impossilile to stalk one without our being 
detected by the other. As it \vas now" grownng late, and 
we were at least six miles from our camp, w^e reluctantly 
had to abandon further pursuit that evening, in the hope of 
finding the animals in the same vicinity next day. 

As all the game appeared to be more eastward on the 
LTil Dakii, the following morning our camj) was shifted to a 
locality about seven miles off called Dukka, where there was 
gniss for the jooboos, and a stream of water, among some low 
rounded hills near the foot of the Himalayan slopes. These 
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bills also were considered a favourite resort of O/v.s* Ammon, 
and our camp Ibore would be witbin reach for a loie^ bcnvt 
over tbe eastern end of tbe Lfil Drdvfi ran^^e, wbi<‘li was 
separated from tbem ]>y a level ex]niiise some six miles wide. 
After packing oil* (be jooboos, I started witli riuldoo and a 
spare man to look after oiii friends of tbe previous iivt*ning. 
They were still near where we bad last stam tluan, tlie two 
rams having a])pareutly joined company wit h tbe Hock of six. 
We contrived to gi*,t witliin loO yanls of tbmn, but tlu' sliot 
was so downward that I bad only tbe width of tluiir backs to 
aim at. Tlie. first ])ulU‘t went. el(;an over a big bellow, upon 
which they all started olV, but, aft(‘r going a b‘W yards, stood 
to look about them. Again my sliot went high and misscMl, 
and this time they de]>art(sl for good. W(^ waitched tlu* re¬ 
treating animals with .silent disap]K)intm(ait until t]u*y wert‘ 
out of siglit; lait as .such things will ba])poi,, llunH* was no 
use gi’ieving oven* my misfortum*, .so 1 sat down ami consoled 
myself with my Iweakfast and a ]>ip(s hoping for b(‘tter luck 
next time. 1 bad pn»bably foigotten to allow for Iht' llight. 
of a bullet being Ic'ss acted uj)ou by tla^ randied air at such 
an altitude, and .so bad used too high a sight. 

After lusting for a .sliort wbil(‘, W(i mov(‘d on (‘astward 
along tbc! range, and had not gom* far when Ididdoo, who 
had been searching about with the*. U‘I(‘.se(>j)e, »liseov('r(Ml a. 
magnificent old ram, lying alone, witliin half a miU^ of us ; 
and, for a wonder, the ground wa.s most, fiivourabb^ for 
circumventing him. When Puddoo got really excited ov(‘r 
a stalk, be bad a baliit of slowly lifting tbe corners oi' bis 
long woollen coat-tails and carefully tucking tluuu one by 
one into bis belt. Py the time be bad tucked all four 
corner.s up, we bad got witbin 100 yards of tlie ram as be 
lay close to tbe edge of a small projecting slop(! below us, 
.stretched out at full length on bis side, wuth Ids liack 
towards us, and bis pioiiderous horns resting on tlu‘ ground. 
For once I liad caught an Oris Amnion nap]ang! A .slight 
noise, unfortunately made in some manner, Ixitrayed our 
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presence, and caused the animal to suddenly lift liis head 
and look alxuit liim. Fearing lest he might spring to his 
feet and disappear over the edge of the slope before I 
sliould have time to get my aim on him, I foolishly, and 
against Ihiddoo’s advice, fired without waiting, as I certainly 
ought to have done, until he rose. Starting to his feet, he 
stood for a second broadside on ; but as 1 was covering Ins 
shoulder for a second shot, he turned sharp round and 
dashed oh‘ downwards, just as T pressed the trigger, and 
was out of sight in an instant. Ehcu milii ! I had missed 
him clean witli both barnds ! Words cannot express my 
fcfdings as T watched him going away after he reapyieared. 
Fuddoo, howevmr, expressed his s(mtiments at the time 
]netty freely in his native dialect; and could I have umhu- 
stood what he was saying, T might doubtless have heard 
some rather uncom])lim(mtary remarks resj^ecting my dulfer- 
like performance. We followed the animars tracks for a 
long way, on the slight chance of the first bullet having hit 
him with a ricochet, as we noticed it had knocked up the 
dust on our side of him, but not a drop of blood could we 
hnd ; so we sorrowfully turned our st(‘|)s campwards. How 
I im])recated the cutting wind as we trudged wearily over 
the six long miles of flat ground between tlic Lrd Dilka and 
our camp. As we skirted along tlie base of the Dukka 
hills, we saw another big ilock of O/’os* Ammum away up on 
the slo]>ing heights to our left; but we were both of us too 
done up and down-hearted to think of going after them that 
evening, evmi had there been time. 

So hard was the frost here at night in the month of 
June, that the stream close to our cam]>, which we had 
fonled nearly knee-deep the evening before, was until mid¬ 
day quite dry. Nothing was for the time left of it but a 
hollow crust of ice, below which the water had ceased to 
flow. Having to depend on this stream for water, we had, 
whilst here, to collect a sufficient supply overnight to last 
until it began to flow again next day at noon. It can 
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therefore he imagined what hitter cold work >t was starting 
forth in the dawn to look after the animals we had seen on 
the neighbouring lulls the evening l>efore. About C)g^d 
o’clock bnddoo spied out with the glass a fUH*k of live Ores’, 
but nom* of them were big rams. Whilst ho was watching 
tliem through the telescope, I chaiuHMl to notict' a larg<^ 
group (‘f animals, which 1 took to be kiangs, suddenly a])- 
pear away up on the sky-line of a rounded eminence nearly 
a mile oil’. Drawing Ihuldoo’s attention to tluun, he tiirmnl 
the glass in their direction and instantly ])ronounc(al them 
to 1 h‘ ''nian ” Amwoji). Thiu’c were ('hwaui in sight, 

and all of them were rams carrying fine horns. Pri'sently 
they lay down on tla^ viuy brow of the hill, wluuc^ w(^ (‘ould 
distinctly see their spkunlid heads in nhi'f against tlui sky. 
As they com])letely overlooked our jK)silion, and w(*re (juit(‘ 
nnap])roachable from any otla'r (]uart(‘r, (‘.V( n could we hav(' 
dared to move, then', w.'is nothing for it but to wait 
]>ati(‘ntly ther(^ until th(‘y again ros(! :.nd sljiftcd tlu’ir 
ground. The wind had now .s]>rnng up, which, combined 
with the keen frost, mad(^ the cold <luring th(‘ hour or mon^ 
we had to lie tlnu'e likt^ stomps, about as cnu*l as I havii 
c‘ver felt. IVIy hands and h'ct got so iKuuiinhed that I 
began to think, if we nunained there inactive* mmh longiu*, 
they would be frozen. At last the aninads ros(?, and Jiflur 
pottering n^.stlessly about for sonui tinui, ndired (jiiickly 
beyond the brow towards tlu‘ same din'ction they had (’oine 
from. 

On this occasion I fully a]>])reciat(‘d the advantage of 
having a man with me who knew every featun*. of tin* 
ground as well as the habits of its wild denizens. Ihddoo 
at once conclude.s that the animals will b(i likely to mak(^ 
for a wide ravine, where there is more or less grfizing for 
them, some distance beyond and to the left of the brow 
they so hastily (piitted, and that by our (piickly making a 
circuit below, we may ])ossibly Ix! a1)le to reach the foot of 
it in time to intercept them. Off we start a.s fast as W(^ 
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can shuffle along, for running is next tiling to impossible 
in such trying atnios])]iere. In less than an hour we have 
almost reached the foot of the ravine. As we cautiously 
approach it round the shoulder of a spur, I e.an judge hy 
the unwonted haste with which l^iddoo not only lifts his 
coat-tails, l)ut this time winds them tightly round his waist, 
that his excitement is unusually intense. On gaining the 
cover of some rocks, which he says will command the lower 
part of tlie ravine wlicre he hopes to find the flock, we 
slowly raise our heads to reconnoitre. We arc just in the 
nick of time, as five or six of tlie animals, which are 
evidently still on the move, have reached the foot of the 
ravine, and one or two have commenced ascending an op¬ 
posite slope at, as near as I can hastily judge, about 180 
yards oil. Quickly adjusting the siglit, I let drive at a 
grand hfilow as h(^ stands for a second or two at tlie bottom 
of tlie slo])e; but from being rather shaky after our lunTi(Ml 
stalk, I hit liim in the hauncli instead of the shoulder. 
Off they all speed, but again stop a sliort way up on the slope 
to look back, giving me ample time for a shot at another 
good beast, which rolls ov^r to rise no more. Away tliey 
start again at a gallop, witli the exception of a big old ram 
—not the wounded one—tliat lags slowly behind. I have 
now only my miniature ‘.‘IG 0-bore Idgby rifle left to use, 
and although many a black buck and clieetal stag, and once 
even a full-grown stag jurrow, have fallen to it, T hardly 
expect it to do for a big Onls Ammon at quite 200 yards: 
but luck is on my side this time. The litthi expanding 
bullet cliances to hit, and so liard that the old ram merely 
moves on a few faltering steps and once more stands stock¬ 
still. Meanwhile the rest of the flock have reached the top 
of the rise, and after standing clustered there for a few 
moments as if irresolute about their furtlier movements, 
they finally disap])ear beyond it, with the first fellow I had 
shot at limping after them. Reloading the Wliitworth as 
quickly as possible, I give the laggard I had wounded with 
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tlie little ljullet another shot, which at liisl I am not sure 
has struck l)iiii, but after tottering for a few secoiuls he 
falls over on his side <^ead. 

Had the Whitworth riile been a lu'oecli-loader I should 
t)robahly have accounted for at least one more of the 
unima for, as they stood o’l the brow, they were not more 
than 250 yards olT, ami an (Jris .{atuton is a good-sizt'd 
mark to shoot at tliough lie is souictinies so easily missed. 
Now the sporting reader will at once ask, “ Why hadn’t 
you a lueech-loader ?Well, it was my misrortune, not 
my fault, lliat 1 had not, for a new Kx])ri‘ss rille I liad 
ordered es]»ecially for this trip was tlaui lying useless at 
Delira Hoon, owing to the transmitting agiaits carelessly 
neglecting to forward it in tinu‘. to take with me. H»)W- 
ever, I had little rc'a.son to repine in this instance, as two 
splendid old rams W(*re down, and a third bad gom; oil so 
badly wounded that 1 had great lio}>es of eventually securing 
him as well. 

On moving across to the brow, which (*ommand(‘d an 
. iininterrujited view of the wi<le Hat lud wexm thes(‘. hills and 
the Lai Oilka, we could easily trace the coui’sc the animals 
were steei'ing, and with the telescope 1 could distinguish 
the wounded one, now lim])ing along ahead of the lh)ck. 
At length we saw him lie down, whilst his companions 
slowly continued their cour.se towards the, Lai Dakii. Ly 
this time it was getting lati‘ in the lorenoon, so we had our 
breakfast, keeping an eye on the wounded lum whilst wc, 
were (piickly disposing of it. Tlu; spai’e man was now 
despatched to camp to fetch jooboos tor cai'rying the spoils, 
and also for my pipe, which I had ])ur]>osely left behind 
under tlie ini}>ressioii that niy egregious misses ot the ])re- 
vious day might possibly have been due to my indulging 
too freely in tobacco. After watcliing the wounded ram 
for a long time, it being impossible to a|)proach him wheie 
he lay, we at length saw him rise and hobble on wind, 
stopping now and again, until be reached the Lill Daka, 
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where with the glass I could see he once more lay down on 
an open slope. It had now grown too late to follow him 
that afternoon, so we proceeded to gralloch the dead beasts. 
On the arrival of the jooboos, I sat down and thoroughly 
enjoyed a smoke whilst they were being packed with the 
s])oils. On our return to camp, a dram of wliisky was 
served out to all hands for celebrating this red-letter day 
among the big sheep. I weighed one of the rams with 
a portable machine I had brought with me — a Yankee 
notion ” which was “ calculated ” to weigh correctly up to 
300 lb. The figures were as follows: Weight, “clean,” 
350 11). odd, or about 18 stone. Of this, tlie head alone (as 
cut olf for stufling) was upwards of 50 lb., and perhaps 2 
stone might be added for tlie gralloch, making a total of, 
say, 20 stojie. Not a bad weight for a sheep ! Tlie horns 
were good aAei'agc specimens of their kind. The larger 
])air would have measured (piite 34 feet round the curve 
had not the tips been slightly broken. The other pair 
were a few indies shorter, but eipially thick (18 inches), 
and tlieir tips uninjured. 

The following day we were not long in again finding the 
wounded ram, on a slope of the Ltd Daka above the Ship- 
chilium stream, and with the sjiy-glass J could distinctly 
see his blood-stained haunch. He was slowly moving u])- 
wai'ds, but ere long he lay down on an exposed ridge high 
up on the range, from whence he evidently kept a sharp 
look-out on all sides, as we noticed that his head was being 
continually turned suspiciously about. It was necessary to 
use the utmost caution in approaching him, for any wounded 
wild animal is always hard to get near when not (piite dis- 
al>led, let alone an Oris’ Ammou. After making a round of 
(piite two miles, we had almost reached a spot which we had 
judged to be within 200 yards of him, when, suddenly 
taking alarm, he s})rang to his feet. From the alacrity 
with which he at once sped upward and disappeared over 
the top of the range, it was evident that, although his 
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haunch was badly wounded, no V)one was broken; mul 
having detected us on his track, lie would must likely go a 
very long distance witliout stop])ing, as a wounded beasl on 
being alarmed often will do. At any rate, ^h\s was tlu? last 
we ever saw of him., though })os.sibly lie fell to the riile of 
another sportsman, who, wlien hunting on this ground 
shortly after us, killed a big ram there which had a 
recentl} made wound in its haunch. 

On our way out in the early morning, several lots of 
small horned rams and ewes had l)een seen, and <luring our 
stalk after tlie wounded animal, >ve had noticed live rams 
move over the top of the range. We had also descriial in 
the distance what W(‘ thought to he the eight remaining 
rams of the flock 1 had thinned the day before; but as they 
would now, most prolnihly, he. well on tla* alert, we turned 
our attention to the live Iresli ones, thrt^ii ( f wliicli cari’ied 
grand horns. We came ujion them where tiiey laid sto])])ed 
to graze in a ravine on the north side of the range, and we 
had just reaclaul a. s})ot from whicli, in anollier niinutie I 
sliouhl liave got, an easy chance within 150 yards, when 
three other rams suddenly appeared, coming over tlie rise 
on the far side of the ravine, and instantly catching sight of 
us, turned tail and naidc oil’. llcforc J could get ready to 
slioot at tlic rams in the ravine, they also, taking alarm at 
tlic llight of the tlircc intruders, starteil oil' at a gallo]>, and 
put a good 300 yiirds between us and them Ifefore they 
jailled u}) on the crest of a sloping .s])iir, hey«)nd another 
ravine running ilow’n on our riglit into tlie one they laid 
just (juitted. Tlie first shot, sent at the big lord of tin* 
tloek, knocked uj) tlie dust several yjirds short ol him. 
From not liaving seen ns, and 1>eing far out, the animals 
seemed only startled, so I had time ior another chanee. 
Again tlie bullet fell short, hut this time so close to the big 
fellow’s feet that it must have sent uj) the gravelly ground 
higainst him. The beasts now got s(i hewildered that, instead 
of at once disap]>euring behind the s]mr, us might ordinarily 
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have been expected, they galloped straight up along it, and 
again stood broadside on within 200 yards, and level witli 
us across the ravine to our right, in the most tantalising 
manner. Oh for a good breech-loader then ! for I had only 
the “pea-shooter” left to depend on. Whether the big 
fellow carried away the contents of the latter I never found 
out, for though his tracks were followed far beyond the 
s[)ur, nothing more of either him or his companions did we 
ever see again. There were eight or nine long miles to 
trudge over before getting back to camp, and I could have 
wished no litter jteiialty for the delimpients who had so 
disappointed me about my Express rifle, than to have had 
them grinding breathlessly alongside me that afternoon, 
with the cold cutting wind blowing right in their teeth, 
and the glaring sun scorching the skin off their faces and 
cracked lips. 

Next day was Sunday, and never did 1 mure welcome a 
rest. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

The time was now dniwinu; nigh when, acconling to iny 
contract with the Jongjx'n, I sliouhl have to quit 'IhlnHau 
territory; and tiu' Xiti ])ass, over wliicli I intended to re- 
turn, was three or four days’ journey from liere. These 
few days I resolved to devote to hunting ])urrell, wliieli 
Puddoo said were fairly plentiful in (a;rtai'i localities whei‘e 
tluu’e was some scraity vegetation,^ below the siiow-line, on 
the Himalayan nortliern slopes, along tlu* foot of which our 
way led towards tlie pass. 'I'lnu'c would also l)e a. cliance 
left of finding Ores Ainvum as well, though the ground was 
not considered so good for old rams as that which we laul 
been over. 

Our camp now presented the a})pearance of a “ lle.sher’s ” 
shop, every available tent-ro])e being hung with long strips 
of raw meat drying in the sun. Cooking, too, was going on 
at a great rate, there being an unusual amount of fuel alxait 
here suitable for the purpose in the sha,])e of a scrubby bush 
called dama. Indeed the tal>le-lands lying between here 
and the Lai Daka were more scattered over witli a scruljby 
sort of vegetation than any other locality 1 had visited in 
Hundes. Towards evening tlui sky, which had been cloud¬ 
less since the slight snowstorm we had ex|)ciienced at 
Tazang, became overcast, and a shower of rain fell, which 
raised the temperature in a most sudden and remarkable 

^ The limit of vef^ctatioii in these tnuis-llimalayaii rr^ioiis is at an alti¬ 
tude of about 17,000 feet. 

y 
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manner—so much so that I could dispense with many of 
my warm wraps at night. Just after I had turned in to 
bed, a messenger arrived with a note—a surprising event in 
these inhospitable wilds. The epistle was from a son of the 
late Mr F. Wilson (of Himalayan hunting celebrity), inti¬ 
mating that he had just come over the Chor Hoti pass, and 
that his baggage-animals being unable to get as far as my 
camp that night, he (in a true sportsman-like spirit) had 
therefore sent on a messenger to ask me the direction of 
my beat next day, in order that he might not interfere by 
hunting over it. In reply, I told him I was leaving tliis 
ground next morning, but hoped to see him at breakfast be¬ 
fore I started. Another note, however, arrived in his stead, 
telling me that as the Tibetans had allowed him only seven 
days in their territory, he w\as making the most of his short 
time in hunting, and so was unable to come. My time 
would in all probability liave been ecpially limited had it 
not been for the revolver 1 liad ])resented to the Joiigpcn 
of Dapa, and the whisky with which I had propitiated his 
messengers. 

As we intended hunting over the ground along our daily 
stages towards the pass, they were necessarily made rather 
short. The first day no game was seen, but a shot heard on 
the ground we had left told of Wilson having found some- 
tldng there. Our eaiii]) was reached Just in time to escape 
a tremendous storm of liail, accompanied by much thunder 
and lightning. From here we despatched two men with 
some jooboos to Niti for a fresh stock of supplies, our 
present one being rather low. Late in the evening I re¬ 
ceived another note, tliis time from a sportsman camped 
in the neighbourhood, with whom, it turned out, I was 
acquainted. As I had not talked a word of my native 
language for more than six weeks, except to my dog 
Ranger, I was very glad that an opportunity was thus 
olVered of meeting with a brother sportsman, and an 
acfiuaintance to boot. For the wanderer in these dreary 
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Tibetan solitudes is apt to get tired of his own society 
alone, and after a long spell of it, begins to fully realise 
the fact of his being naturally as gregarious in his habits 
as the wild animals he hunts there. Your native followers 
are ca]>ital fellows in their way ; but, from the diflereiice of 
their ideas and their mode oi life, they cannot be your boon 
companions. You are in the same relative position to them 
as a biirrell would be among a herd of talir. No; nature 
never intended that white men and black should amalgamate 
a wliit more tlian the burrell and the tahr, when she gave 
them each a skin of a dilTereiit colour, whatever may be 
argued to tlie contrary. I therefore decided to remain here 
for a day, and asked my compatriot over to brealvfast next 
morning. He had just come over the Niti pass, and had so 
far found no big rams ; but as he was accompanied by an 
excellent Uhdtia shikaree, and was cu route for the Ltd 
Dfika, his work was still before him. After hearing from 
him how the busy world had been wagging during tlie past 
two months, and giving him in return all tlie information I 
thought might be useful of this ijuiet and remote corner of 
it, not forgetting to describe tlie whereabouts of the big 
wounded ram, T wished him good luck as he continued his 
way towards the Dukka hills. 

In the evening 1 took a murderous advantage of a large 
Hock of blue Tibetan jugeoiis that came and settled to feeil 
near the camp. A raking pot-.shot on the ground, followed 
up with the second barrel as they rose, floored a baker’s 
dozen of them, which, with eight I had secured the previous 
evening in the same ignoble manner, kept me in pigeon-pies 
for a week or more. The adage, “ it never rains but it pours,” 
was exemplified when again 1 was aroused from my slumbers 
by a messenger with yet another note. This one had been 
sent by an officer of the great Trigonometrical Survey of 
India, who with his party had arrived at our last camping- 
place, after crossing the Untadliura pass from the province 
of Kuniaon, He was on his way, he told me, to fix his 
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survey stations on the liigliest points of the Lai Daka, with 
a view to making observations from them of more distant, 
and, to Europeans, almost unknown regions beyond the Sut¬ 
lej. His letter contained a message respecting his progress 
thus far, wliich he asked me to convey to his chief—Colonel 
J. T. Walker, II.E., at Delira Doom I congratulated myself 
on having finished my hunting operations on the Lai Daka 
before he and his party commenced their scientific ones, 
which, valuable as they most assuredly would be to geo¬ 
graphical interests, were not likely to be conducive to those 
of sport. 

Next day we sent our camp on a few miles, whilst Piiddoo 
and I took a beat over the broken slopes above, which turned 
out blank, in the evening, however, we did some successful 
lish-poaching—at which my Ooorkha servant proved an 
adept—in a stream that ran past the camp, by constructing 
a dam to divert tlie course of the water above a shallow 
l>ool, the result l)eing jibout a dozen lish hdt high and dry. 
They averaged live or six inches in length, and were coarse¬ 
headed and to all a])pcarance scaleless, of a greyish colour 
above, silvery below, and profusely covered with dark-grey 
Spots, Some of tlie streams in Tibet contain a prodigious 
niiin]>er of fish, and all, 1 believe, are good eating. Many 
of the streams lose themselves in the sand, and aj)pear 
again at intervals, sometimes only in little ]>ools of clear 
water. Tliese pools often teem with little lish al)out the 
size of small minnows. The glacier streams that How from 
the north side of the Himalayan range, though perfectly 
clear until noon, are in the afternoon far more muddy and 
thick than those that flow from the south side. The fish 
in these northward-flowing streams ascend the clear little 
brooks that run into them, often in shoals, when quantities 
of them can sometimes easily be captured up to a pound or 
more in winght. 

Here wc found some Niti Bhdtias encamped, and amongst 
them one of Luddoo’s brothers. From him we learnt that 
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the Niti padiin, who was travelling by another route, had 
brought up a lot of letters and newspapers for n)e; so I at 
once despatched a messenger to overhaul him, the arrival of 
a post-hag being as welcome and exciting an event as it was 
an unusual one in this remote region. 

The ground now became more tiresome to traverse; tlie 
sides of the deep ravines we had to cross in our next day’s 
work along the base of the Himalayan slopes being very 
abrupt, and the earth of which they were composed rotten 
and friable from constant frosts. Tlie elevation, too, being 
considerably higher than that of the table-lands below, wa 
consequently had “ bellows to mend ” pretty often, owing to 
the constant succession of ups and downs. Away up on the 
steep slopes al) 0 ve where we int ended to camp, we mad(i out 
with the telescope a dock of some twenty Ores A mmon., lait all 
of them were ewes and lambs. Five or six burrcll rams were 
also descried lower down, and to tlu^se we at once devoted our 
energies. We laad managed to get round well al)ove them, as 
we thouglit, when Ihiddoo, who was leading, suddenly caught 
sight of a single ram that was still sliglitly al>ove us, at what 
lookcal to l>e well over 200 yards ofl*. J>y grtjat good luck he 
did not detect us from tlu‘ commanding position he occupied, 
before we had made ourselves as tlat as possiljle behind a 
hummock. As a burrell is not so big a mark as an Ovis 
Ammon, and there was such a gale of wind blowing as to 
make accurate shooting almost impossible, I refraiiuMl from 
attempting to take him at so great a disadvantage, ho])ing 
that we might eventually get nearer, until ])rescntly lui lay 
down where he was. The sun had now sunk behind the 
snowy Himalayan summits, and still the burrell did not 
move. At long-last he rose, and as it had grown too late 
for us to wait until he thought proper to sliift his ground, I 
decided to risk a long shot. He was standing broa<lside on, 
with the upper half of his body showing against the sky, 
and the strong wind was blowing from directly behind him ; 
so taking as steady an aim as rude l^>oreas woidd permit, J 
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let drive at his haunch, trusting that the deflected bullet 
might catch him somewhere about the shoulder. HahctV* 
Away he goes with that reckless headlong speed which an 
animal, when struck in the region of tlie heart, so often puts 
forth for a short distance ere he falls lifeless; and almost 
immediately we lose sight of him behind a neighbouring 
brow. As I liad distinctly heard the unmistakable “ tell ” 
(jf tlie bullet, we at once follow^ed up, and soon found liim 
lying stone-dead, about 150 yards beyond where he had 
disappeared, witli the bullet-liole just behind his shoulder. 
His liead, wliich was a fairly good ()iie, was cut ofl*, and 
leaving his carcass to be fetched next morning, we were 
soon making tracks ” towar<ls camp. On our way down 
we disturbed a large flock of burrell, our attention liaving 
first been drawn towards them by tlie clatter of stones and 
shingle dislodged, in their rajiid flight, on the steep hill- 
face they were asc'cnding. As far as we could see in the 
dusky light, they were ewes and little lambs. We were 
evidently in a nursery of both Orrs Annnofi and burrell in 
tfiis locality, for we had seen no small lambs of eitlun- kind 
elsewhere. 

Previous to our ilesceiit we had noticed that the eom})an- 
ions of tlu‘, ram 1 had killed, which turned out to be seven 
in number, had, after their first scare from the shot, resumed 
their com])osure and recommenced feeding considerably 
higher u]) among the slopes, owing prol)ably to their not 
having actually seen us. We therefore decided to remain 
here a day, with a view to again attem])ting to circumvent 

tliem ; Ik‘. sides, the dead beast had to be fetched down. 

P»y reason of the manner in wddeh nature so often assimi¬ 
lates the colour of wild animals to their surroundings, it is 
sometinu^s diflicult to detect them at a distance with the 
naked eye, unless they are in motion ; and the burrell ex¬ 
hibits a marked instance of this. With the aid of the 

telescope, liowever, w^e soon tliscovered the rams again next 
morning, though they had shifted their ground to where it 
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entailed a long circuit above to approach them. At length 
we arrived within 180 yards or so of their position, which 
was as near as we could possibly manage to get. It was 
not only a long shot, but also a nasty downward one, for 
which your sight elevation is always most dillicult to judge 
correctly, even when you have not got rarefied air to take 
into account as well; consequently the first bullet went 
clean over the big ram T fired at. The report of the ritle, 
from being so far above them, I suppose, had luckily only 
tlic effect of startling the animals witliout putting them to 
flight. My first shot had given me a clue to the proper 
sighting, so the second was aimed about a yard short of 
the same fellow’s stern as he stood end on with his head 
from me. Away tliey all scampered this time, hut we could 
see that the one I had sliot at, wliich had taken a separaUi 
line of his own, carried Ids ofi' hind-leg dangling loosely 
about, though he still held on until we lost sight of him 
]>eliind a ridg(\ We folio w(hI as quickly as possible to a 
commanding s])ot on the ridge, whence he was again viewed, 
now moving mon' slowly over a higli tract of hare undulat¬ 
ing ground, sloping gently up towards the snow-fields above, 
for which he was evidently steering. We watched him witli 
the glass as he continued to hobble on, sometimes standing 
for a few moments to rest, until we began to despair of Ids 
ever lying down, as we lioped lie would do. So 1 liad my 
breakfast, and by the time it wiis fini.slied the hurrell must 
have been about two miles ofi‘. He now, liowover, began to 
show signs of a more ])erinaneiit stoppage, for all above him 
was a .steep bed of snow, which he evidently did not care to 
ascend with a broken leg, for he altered his course and moved 
slowdy out of sight iu a neighbouring ravine. 

After watching for some time without seeing the beast 
emerge from the ravine, wx‘ concluded he must have at last 
lain down there, so we set off as fast as the lead-like weight 
of our “ stumps ” and the power of our “ bellows ” at such an 
altitude would admit of, until at length we neared the ravine. 
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Cautiously we stole towards it, as if treading on eggs; but 
on peering into it, not a sign of our burrell could wc sec. 
Tliinlving he must liave gone down the ravine, we moved 
carefully onward vvitli a view to searcliing for his tracks, 
and had not proceeded many yards when we heard a clatter 
behind us. To our surprise we saw that the beast had 
juiTi])ed u]) from wlierc he liad l)ecn lying liidden behind 
tlie cover of a rock just below wlicre we had at first looked 
over into tlie shallow ravine. As lie made off uj)ward, along 
its wide and gently s]o])ing bed, I lay down and got my 
eliiows well planted for the steady ])ot-shot 1 each moment 
exp(‘cted he would offer if he chanced to stop, as I did not 
care to risk missing liim with a snap running one, which 
might have scared liirn away for goo(l. At last he i)ulled 
u]) and turned ])roa(lside on to look back. 1 hesitate to 
mention the distan(*c that T judged lay ])etwcen us and 
him ; suflici* it- to say, I thought it necessaiy to raise the 
sight that was marked 300 yards. Everytliing, however, 
was in my favour except tin; distance. Tlie day was less 
windy than usual, tlui ground was fairly level, and my posi¬ 
tion was as steady as if I had l)een aiming at a target. 
Nc'vertheless I was as much astonislied as delighted at see¬ 
ing the ram fall flat on his side without even a struggle. 
On examining him we had some difficulty in finding the 
mark of the bullet that had floored him, until at last we 
discov(;red it in his neck, close behind the cars, which 
ax’.counted for liis having dro])p(*d so stone-dead. It was a 
lu(*ky llukt'. His horns were very prettily arched and 25 
inches long. We were now a long way from camp, and as 
we proposed striking our tents early on the morrow, it was 
necessary to liave the burrell fetched down that day; so wai 
merely covered him up with stones as a protection from the 
wolves and liirds, and after planting a stick with a hand- 
kendiief attaclu‘d to attract attention towards the cairn, de¬ 
scended as (piiekly as possible. On our way down we de- 
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scried in the distance a large flock of Om* Ammo7i, ewes and 
lambs, which we took to be tlie same we liad seen on the 
previous evening. 

Between this camp and the next, the slopes abovii tlie 
Tazang table-lands were worked over, but nothing better 
was seen than some ewe Ammon and a flock of young 
males, which soon showed us the white of their sterns as 
tliey went scouring away in the distance?. 

A very troublesome mile or so liad to be traversed befo]*e 
reaching our camp, through a deep abrupt-scai’i^ed ravine 
filled with huge detached blocks of rock and masses of hard 
old snow, over which we had to clamber. Our jooboos had 
been brought round by a lower and easier route. The Tartar 
escort here bade me farewell, and took their way homeward 
mounted on their bovine chargors, trnstiiig to my good be¬ 
haviour during the remainder of my sliort sojourn in tlieir 
territory. Tliey de]>artcd rejoicing greatly in a “ buckshctjsh ” 
with whieh I presented them ; and b(?ing llamas, let us hope 
they gave their little ]n'ayer-wheels an extra twirl on my 
behalf, as a parting l)enediction. 

The following morning broke with rain, which was still 
drizzling when wo jiackial uj) and started about noon. It 
had been our intention to cross tlie pass that day, Imt it 
w^as now^ too late to attempt to get fartlier tliaii its foot. 
In a bed of black-looking soil we passed on our way I 
found numerous fossils—ammonites and belemnites—whicli 
my lilidtia companions called “ slialgram stones. About a 
mile short of the spot where w^e proposed passing tlic night 
we took shelter from tlie rain, until the jooboos came u}>, in 
a blanket-tent—the douane of the pass. Two of its five or 
six occupants were squatted on the ground throwing dice, 
whilst the rest were lolling lazily about, eith(?r dozing or 
smoking their little brass-howled ])ipes. The manners of 
these Tartar excisemen were hhdf and independent, but 
(piite civil. On our entering the tent, a small wootlen cuj) 
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was ladled full of tea from a dirty metal pot on the lire, 
and offered to each of us in turn. The tea ^ was made, as 
is tlie custom in Tibet, with butter and salt. It was greasy 
uninviting stuff, but I swallowed a cup of it in good-fellow¬ 
ship. This rite of Tibetan hospitality being over, the play 
was resumed. Tlie ostensible stakes were pebbles, though 
they doul)tless represented sometlung more valuable. Tlie 
dice were cast from tlie little wooden cups of the players, 
each time with a short exclamation like “ put.’' Although 
1 watched the game intently for some time, I failed to 
follow the intricate score. On rising to leave the tent I 
was presented with a token of goodwill from the Jongpen, 
in the sha[)e of some more yaks’ tails, and two round lumps 
of butter sewn up in raw sheep’sdiide as tight and hard as 
a cricket-ball. Tuddoo told me that yak-milk butter thus 
])re})ared keeps good for a very long time in the dry cold 
climate of Til)et, and that these balls were i)rol)ably more 
than a year old. Whatever was their age, the butter they 
contaiiuHl was tolerably ])alatable. 

The rain had now become sleet, and the icy wind blowing 
down olf the snow-lields had increased to a gale, which naade 
pitching the tents, with our hands benumlied with' cold, a 
rather trying job. As the scant amount of grass-root fuel 
we could collect was wet, and refused to emit anything but 
smoke, I served out grog all round to my shivering com¬ 
panions, and after a hastily despatched meal, turned in 
under my blankets to try and keep warm. In the morning 
there wt‘re two inches of snow on the tents, it was still 
snowing, and the pass was enveloped in mist. About 
eleven o’clock the sun shone forth again, so we commenced 
the ascent. The jooboos liad a rough time of it ploughing 
u[) through the fresh fallen snow, which was also most 
trying to our eyes. On the summit of the pass we met 

* TIh* Tibetans import their tea from China in tlie form of solid lumps 
known as “brick-tea.” 
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the men and jooboos returning from Niti with the supplies. 
A leathern flask of native spirits they had brought with 
them was produced and freely imbibed from by my Bhdtia 
followers, wlio had not had a big drink for a month. The 
liquor was weak mawkish-tasted stiilf like bad whisky. It 
was potent enough, however, to make Tuddoo very drunk, 
so I left him to tlie tender mercies of liis companions. 
When he turned up towards evening at tlie tents, he liad 
got sufficiently sober to look sheepish and ashamed of liim- 
self. And here I may offer a ]>it of advice: never touch 
spirits on a cold liigh pass, where their effects are as rapid 
as they are disagreeable, and your head often aclies badly 
enough there without them. 

The road between the pass and Niti Imd been n^paired 
by the Iffiotias. Even in the narrow defile above (k)ting, 
where the snow-bed had now disappeared and the tra(‘k lay 
(»ver tlui stecj) stony scarps rising from tlie river, tlie joohoos 
had not mnch difficulty in getting along, altliongh in some 
places, on lamislips, it was like walking over loose broken 
bricks. And below (loting, wliere the sU'ep snow-slopes 
had l)eeii so troiihlesonn*., you might almost liave cantered a, 
])ony. AlKiiit Niti, too, what a cliaiige had come over tlui 
scene ! Tlie village was busy with life, and tlie neigldlour¬ 
ing heights, wliich only about a month before hatl becm 
cold, bare, and desolate, were now cli(*.erful with tlie yod- 
ling of herdsmen tending their flocks on the green slopes, 
and tuneful with tlie cuckotfs notes in the leafy birch- 
lirakes. 

As Tuddoo and Co. had licen celebrating their return 
home by a drunken debaucli ovcrniglit, I had considerable 
difficulty in getting the joohoos collected and loaded b) 
start at a late hour next morning. At Malari women took 
the place of the joohoos as baggage-carriers, the village 
being almost destitute of men, most of wliom had gone off 
witli their droves of laden sheep and goats to Ilundi's to 
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trade with tlie Iloonyas. Here I bade farewell to my 
worthy friend Puddoo and his Bhotia companions, wlio 
were all about to set out again for Hundes on business 
of their own. 

At Tapoobun I left tlie low hot route by which I had 
travelled up, and returned over the middle ranges by a 
higher and more l>eautiful one. An ascent of about 
5000 feet from the river, partly through a forest of 
large hazel trees — not biislies — brought us to a small 
green Hat luiar the ridge of a sjnir of Trisool, wliere wild- 
Howers and wild strawberries vied with each other in their 
abundance. 

During the day the clouds had been dull and lowering, 
veiling the mountain-tops deeply in mist, but towards 
evening they ])egan to lift and di8})erse, and never in my 
wanderings over many parts of tlie glo])e have I secai 
anything to e((ual the marvellously grand and ox])ansive 
panorama whicli the rising curtain of sun-illumined, rose- 
tint(Ml va])Our gradually disclosed to view. It was indeed 
a splendid hnal transformation-scene, so to speak, in this 
vast th(*-atre of nature I was leaving, and will ever remain 
dee))ly engraved on my memory. Eastward, b) tluj right, 
over a rugged fon'ground of huge fragments of gn^.y rock, 
and the irregular line of ])ointed ])lumes of the dark-green 
pines shooting up, tall and straight, from the mountain-side 
below, rose tlu'. noble snow-cone of Doonagiri in bold relief 
against an intensely blue firmament; whilst the more distant 
crest of Kamet (25,400 feet) reared itself among a medley 
of frozen peaks, glacders, and vast untrodden snow-fields 
lying in dreamy magnificence away northward. Nearer, 
and more westward, across the profound hazy depth of 
the intervening valley of the Doulee, mighty phalanxes of 
rock-panoplied giants, mantled in violet, purple, and blue, 
and belmeted with eternal snow, stood resplendent in the 
golden ghuy of sunset, keeping watch, as it w'ere, around 
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the sacred preciiicls of the Badriiiath shrine latent in 
one of the deep dark gorges below them. 





Tcfnfylc of Ihidritiatk* 


Not a 801111(1 disturbed Nature's calm rtt])o8ii save tlu^ 
wild call of lla; moonal ])hea.saiit echoing among tlic 
neigh]louring crags, as I sat there eiirajitured with tlie 
glorious scene before me, watcliing the cold grey sliade 
creeping slowly on, and gradually darkening each suc¬ 
cessive sunlit mountain tier, until it stole over the liighest 
peaks of eternal snow, leaving them weird-looking and 
unearthly in their stern frozen dignity, their pidlid linea¬ 
ments eucli moment growing more dim in the deepening 
gloom. 

In two days from here I reached Kamnee—a charming 
locality as regards scenery and climate, and a capital centre 
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for sport, there being excellent ground for jarrow, gooral, and 
other middle-range game, in its almost immediate vicinity, 
and both burrell and Uihr were plentiful on the higher 
ranges within a few days* reach of it. But the rainy season 
liad now set in, and the horns of the jurrow stags were still 
ill velvet; so I proceeded on my way, and in about ten more 
days had rejoined my regiment. 

This was my last expedition to the higher regions of those 
grand old mountains, wliose memories are so dear to me, and 
which, alas, 1 shall never see again! 



I'artar tent. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


l>EFOiiE inking leave of tlie kind reader, T would crave his 
patience for a inonient or two longer whilst I add a few 
coiicduding remarks, some of wliich may be of use to the 
inexperienced, whereas others 1 sliould pcrliaps call apolo¬ 
gies for my shortcomings. 

To tliose who are not disciples of St Huliert, sliould they 
liave cared to o])en sucli a volume, the fact of its being 
almost entirely devoted to subjects connected with wild 
sport will, I fear, have made it dull and unavoidably ego¬ 
tistical ; and the brief descri])tions of animals will, I dare¬ 
say, .havx‘ been as uninteresting as they are imperfect. 
These latter are mere notes of my own observations. 
They are given more for the benefit of those who, being 
unacquainted with the Himalayan/me natura:, may natur¬ 
ally, when reading of their pursuit, wish to know something 
about their general a])pearance ^ and habits, than with the 
idea of adding anything to natural history beyond that which 
is well known. 

The tyro, I venture to hope, may not have found this 
book altogether uninteresting, and some of the hints it con¬ 
tains may possibly be of some service to him. 

To any old Himalayan sportsman who may have perused 
it, most of its contents will doubtless have proved stale. 
Still, 1 trust that it will have served to while away a few 

* The two groups of heads, from ]»hotographs by Mr H. Millie of Aboyiic, 
have been given with the same intention. 
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leisure hours by recalling to liis inind some of the scenes 
and incidents of his own experiences. 

To such as consider competition in scoring a big bag more 
than the beauties of nature, combined with real wild sport, 
my sentiments have perhaps been rather freely expressed. 
But in giving vent to them I feel sure I only echo the voice 
of the majority; f<jr it behoves every one wlio has the in¬ 
terests of sport truly at heart, to strive as far as possible to 
discourage cruel, useless, and indiscriminate destruction of 
game at all seasons in a country where there are no strictly 
enforced laws for its protection. 

One object at any rate will have been attained, if the un¬ 
varnished sketches of wild Himalayan life and sport I have 
(aideavoured to portray may, in conjunction with other 
works on tlie same subject, offer an incitement fur young 
liands going to India to spend some of their si)are time 
there j)r(>lita]Jy for both mind and body, in visiting these 
grand and inexhaustible hunting-grounds. But those who 
hope to he successful in Himalayan s]H)rt must be prepared 
to undergo a good deal of trouble, toil, and freiiuent disa})- 
j)ointment, and to have a fair stock of those cardinal virtues 
in all manly sports—namely, patience, endurance, and per¬ 
severance. For no one ought to start with the idea that 
game will always be found wlierevcr it is sought after, ]>e 
the ground e\'er so good. 

By tlie inexperienced in rough mountain work, it may 
perha})S 1)0 expected that 1 should offer a few suggestions 
resj[)ecting the kit which ought to be taken on a hunting-trip 
to the Himalayas.. Well, to those 1 say, take nothing from 
your own country V)eyond the recpiircments of an ordinary 
traveller, except your battery,—a double 500-bore Express 
rifle, and a 12-bore gun for ball or shot, will, I think, be 
ample; its amnuinitiou ; a good telescope with large field; 
and, if you be disciples of the immortal Izaak, your fishing- 
tackle, To these may be added a couple of pairs of strong 
shooting-boots well shod with square-headed nails, and a few 
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pairs of very tliick double-heeled and double-toed worsted 
stockings. Tents and all other requisites, even ■ o a Warren's 
cooking-pot, can easily be procured in India, and most of 
them will be more suitable for the purpose they are intended 
than the things you may spare yourselves tlie trouble of 
carrying so far with you. 

Tlie tent I have always used, and wbicli, I tliink, will 
be found comfortable and portable, as well as suitable for 
pitching on a limited space, is of the following description. 
Material, the common cotton cloth of India called “ dosoo- 
tee ”—as being light and easily dried—lined with coarse 
white (as being more cheerful than tlie ordinary black) 
native blanket. Width of tent, 9 i feet ; length from ])ole 
to pole, 7-i feet; height (U- feet, with small lianging walls 
at the sides 9 inches dee]). Four short ropes of tliin but 
strong cord, for making fast to pegs on each side ; ami a 
stay-rope for each u])right pole, of the same material. The 
ridge and upright poles to be of thin strong male bamboo. 
Front end of tent to open from top to bottom, but made 
so as to overlap well when closed either witli strings or 
leather buttons. Hack end to open in like manner, Imt 
made to lace u]), with a llap to laitton over the lacing in 
order to kee]) out the wind. By this means the tent can 
be thrown wide open at both ends for a free cmi'ent of air 
during hot weather. In order to resist the wear and tear 
of stones, wliich in Tibet are often piled round the liottom 
of the tent, it should be edged all round with coarse thick 
taj)e called “ newar,” four inches wide. Such a kind of 
little tent, or “ shuldarree " as in India it is called, can be 
carried hy one man, and the poles used as walking-staves 
by the coolies. A second tent of a similar description will 
be required for your servants. In the Himalayas, tent- 
pegs can generally be cut near at band ; but for Tibet, 
where wood is not procurable, about two dozen light iron 
ones will be necessary, and made so that when not in use 
they can be chained together and secured with a padlock, 

z 



354 


PORTAGE OF HEADS. 


othefwise they are apt to stick to light-fingered ” hands 
like needles to a magnet. 

The best kind of camp-bed is that made like the native’s 
common '' charpai ” (bedstead, literally meaning four legs), 
constructed so that the side and end poles can be removed 
from the holes made for them in the legs. A piece of 
strong “ durrie ” (coarse Indian canvas) is laced tightly to 
one of the end and one of the side poles, the other two 
having first been passed through loofis made to receive 
them by doubling over the canvas, thereby saving time and 
trouble in lacing. The great advantage of such a bed is 
its sim])licity, as, if a pole is broken, it can easily be re- 
jdaced with a stick from the nearest wood ; Ijcsides its con¬ 
venience of transport 

For whatever else in the way of travelling equipments 
the sportsman may deem necessary, I may refer him to 
‘ Galton’s Art of Travel ’ and ‘ Hints to Travellers,’ pub¬ 
lished by the lioyal Geographical Society. But the less he 
takes with him, beyond what is absolutely required, the 
lietter, more especially on the higher ranges, where carriage 
for his traps and his trophies is often difficult to obtain. 

The following will be found a good way of dealing 
with large-horned heads, as rendering them more portable. 
When skinning a head, which should be cut off as near 
the trunk as possible without disfiguring the rest of the 
skin, commence by slitting up tlie skin on the Uq) of the 
neck towards the nape, almost as far as the space between 
the burrs. From thence cut a short lateral slit to the base 
of each horn. Then peel off the skin bodily from the neck 
and head, severing the cartilages of the ears from the head 
as they are reached. After the skull has been thoroughly 
cleaned, and the lower jaw removed from it, saw it in two 
down the centre. When required to be set up, the divided 
skull is refostened together and the lower jaw replaced. 
The skin of the head should be well rubbed, more especially 
about the roots of the ears and the lips, with salt and wood- 
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ashes, or arsenical soap, then partially drietl in the sun and 
packed separately. Thus there is no chance- of the hair 
being rubbed off in transport, Moi'eover, the unsightly 
mark of a join on the gullet is obviated when the head is 
eventually stuffed. 1 may further suggest that wlien your 
shikarees, should they be Malioniedans, perform tlie “ hullal,” 
they should be strictly warned not to bleed the animal close 
behind the jaws, as is invariably tlieir custom, thereby dis¬ 
figuring the throat; but to do so far back, where the head 
is to be severed from the trunk, as a bit of the neck adds so 
much to tlie appojirance of a specimen when set u]). 

It has been suggested to me that a sketch-map should be 
attached to this book. l>ut with such excellent to])ographical 
and route maps as are published at tlie office of tlie Surv(‘yor- 
General of India, at Calcutta, to refer to, anything less ]ier- 
fect would be worse than sujierlluoiis. i\nd witli the land¬ 
marks, together with tlie liabitats of different game given 
throughout these pages, tlie sportsman can have little dif¬ 
ficulty in finding his way to many of the best hunting- 
ground s. 

The means of communication with India are now so 
rapid and easy, that a trip to the Jiiiiialayas is nothing to 
any one accustomed to travel. 3die very name of India, 
which carries wuth it, and truly to a certain extent, the idea, 
of heat, sickness, and discomfort, deters many from going 
there, except, jierhaps, for a few winter months, when some 
of its grandest attractions are lost to the sportsman or 
tourist, owing to the higher Himalayan ranges being then 
almost impracticable from snow. But it must lie borne in 
mind that a '' gentleman at large ” in India differs vastly, 
in his position there, from a servant of Governnient, Tlie 
latter has, of course, to put up with whatever inconveniences 
may fall to his lot, and is dependent for his sliikar exjiedi- 
tions on the limited periods of leave he may be able to 
obtain, and these at times of year wliich are not always tlie 
best either for travel or sport; whereas the former, who is 
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tied neither to time nor to place, can suit his taste as to 
season and climate, and indulge his sporting or wandering 
proclivities to his heart's content, amidst romantic sceneiy 
which rivals, if it does not surpass, that of any other part 
of the known world. 



Horns of Gocn {swonip-Jirr), killed in the Oude J'eroi. 
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Allah and the Prophet, assif'tancc of, 
implored, ISo. 

Aneroid at fault, L 

Antelope, foiii'diorned, 144 ™Til)idan, 
2*15 — herd of, 2d6 — shooting a 
Imck, 257. 

Apparition, an unexpected, 105. 

Apricots, dried, 252. 

Argus, the horned, 187. 

Artifices for following tin; trail of 
stags, 212. 

Ascent, long and arduous, 07-~ of 
Himalayan snow*peaks, 505—ob¬ 
stacles thereto, 505. 

Avalanches, 02, 100, 511—of rock.s 
and stones, 07, 205. 

Badrinath shrine, the, 540. 

Baggage-yaks, 248. 

“ Baloo Mar,” the village Nimrod, 
55. 

Baramoola village, 05. 

Basevi, Captain, 220—parting with, 
before his death, 255. 

Bear-hunt, a, 11—trying to knock 
up a, 181. 

Bear-meat, 17. 

Bears, black, 0,11—a mother deserts 
her cub, 15 — fate of a cumiing 
animal, 16—where to hit them, 10 
—shooting, in the nuillKirry-groves, 
125. 

Bears, brown Himalayan, 98, 101— 
stalking two, 114. 

fkast, mysterious, a, 297. 


Beehives, village, 17. 

Pecs, wild, 157 - result of disturbing 
them, 11}. 

Bceve.s, wild, 215. 

Benighted on the lull, 110. 

Bezoar, 102. 

Blmtias, the. 289, 508. 

Bingareeheyl, cascade of, 202. 
Birch-bark, uses of, 182. 

Blackbirds, singing of, 188. 

Bone, a mended, 100. 

Boortz.e, a I'ibctan plant, 250. 

Bridge, an awkward, 515. 

Bronchitis attacks Of’/s Jwnio}/, 524. 
Buck, a patriarchal ohl, 104—solitary 
old, 204. 

Buck-fever, 57. 

Iluddhist cairns, 250—monastery of 
Hemi.H, ih, 

Buinpa hamlet, 509. 

Burning <d grass, annual, on the 
mountains, 85. 

Burrell-ground, 505 ilock of, 512- 
w^atching for, 514 — wounded, 
watching a, 545. 

Camp-bed, best kind of, 554. 
Cane-brakes, 148. 

Carrion-eating tiger, 50. 

('jishmere method of driving a gorge, 

220 . 

Cashmere shikarees, 95. 

('ashmerti, Vale of, 92. 

Cat, wild, enormous, killed, 05. 
Cedars, <leodar, 4. 
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CTiances of stalking ibex mined by 
an impostor, 118. 

Changeheimio, 2*29, 2^11. 

('liangchcnmo river, 2.14, 235 — re¬ 
fording the, 249. 
dliang la, 2.30, 2.39, 

Chang Loong Koongma, 2.35. 

Chang Loong Yokma, 2.35. 

Changter engaged as guide, 2.31. 
(3ienab, the river, 10(1. 

Chimray, 230. 

(/hine.se frontier, 257. 

Chinese outpost, a 2G8—interview 
with the borderers, 2f)9— their be¬ 
haviour, ih. 

(diipla, the, and its characteristics, 
79. 

(3iipla mountain, visit the, 02. 
('liooshul, 257. 

(Jhor Hoti pass, ,309. 

Chuekmuck, 89. 

(dmmurti, a Chincse-Lihetan terri¬ 
tory, 207. 

(3>nng, the spirit of the country, 23.3. 
(Uimiite, delightful, 33. 

Clouds, up among the, ,301. 

(kild at uiglit, 21S—intense, 277. 
(k)mmunication, means of, with India, 
355. 

Ckunpetition-bag of game, 228. 
(’onforenoe a.s to shooting-ground, 
234. 

(kuillagration, grand, 224. 

(\)oking under dilliculties, 290. 
Crocodile, adventure with a, 137. 
Cypress-trees, 307- 

Ihiugcrous slopes, 80. 

Dapa, the residency of the Jon^^pen, 
318, 322. 

Day after small game, 130. 

“ Debsing” grass, 321. 

Deer, barking, the little, 25—track¬ 
ing in a snowstorm, 210—wound¬ 
ed, a, 40. 

Dehra Boon, 5, 333—dejmrture from, 
288—valley of, 128. 

Denizens, meeting the wild, 0—wild, 
of the Surjoo valley, 23. 

Dentist, native, a, at work, 213, 
Dlmj, dcimrture for, 42. 


Dhurrumsala military station, 287. 

Dislocation of arm, 178. 

Distance, misjudging, 342. 

Dog, wild, 45. 

Dogs, sporting Til)ctan, 258. 

Dong, a, in view, 24.5—searching for, 
241—stalking a, 240. 

Dongpu, a I’artar hamlet, 325—from, 
to the Sutlej, 320. 

“Dook,” 119. 

Doonagiri peak, 298. 

Doonagiri village, 303. 

Doulee river, the, 289—crossing the, 
304. 

Doulee valley, beauty of the, 307. 

Dukka hills, tlie, 328, 339. 

Dung, yak’s, used for fuel, 231. 

Klepbant, nianuuivres of an, 1.36— 
vicious, 149—ride after wild, 152 
-taming recently captured ani¬ 
mals, 150—re.sult of elephant chase, 
ih. 

Mxpross rifle, 330. 

Fair, holy, and the ciiolera pest, 7. 

Farewell to tlic mountains, .350. 

Feline demon, a hunt after a, 59. 

Fish, heavy, lost, 28. 

Fishing, exciting, for mahseer, 29™ 
in tlie Jlielum, 125—prohiluted in 
certain places, ih. — the reason 
why, 12(>— theorie.s, 32. 

Flag-gnuss, 137. 

Flesii, imusual supply of, .337. 

Floating gardens, 12(5. 

Flowers wild, Tibetan, 272. 

Fog, cold damp, 27. 

Folk-lore concerning the Copec Chund 
district, 103. 

Football, terrible game of, 151. 

B’orest monarch, tlie, 219 — fires, 
22.5. 

F'ox, Tibetan, 243. 

BYost-bite, 280. 

BVozen, almost, 331. 

Fuel, limited supply of, 280. 

lYu-riabadee river, the, 113. 

Gallantry of the stags, 201. 

(Jamc-driving in Cashmere, 226. 
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Game, ereat variety of, in Dehra 
Boon, 128. 

Gazelle, Indian, .3—Tibetan, 204. 
Geese, wild, 274. 

Glacier, a Himalayan, ,303. 

Glaciers, confluence of, 207 — im¬ 
mense, 286. 

Glen, evil genius of the, 300. 
Glissading down a steep place, lO,!. 
Goa or Til>etan gazelle, 204—descrip¬ 
tion of the, ih .—shooting a, 205. 
Goojur’s, a, black stag, 221—he is 
shot, 223—a grand set of horns, 
224. 

Gooral or Himalayan chamois, 24, 
35—stalking, 47—shooting, 105. 
Gopee Chnnd hill, the, 103. 

Goree, river, 07. 

Goting, 310, 311—roads near, 317. 
Grasshoppers, a study of, 328. 
Grass-root fuel, 340. 

Grog, hot, 182. 

Ground, had, 72. 

Gumsali hamlet, 300. 

Gurhw'al mountain pass, 288. 

}Fair-cutting with a knife, 252. 
Hampta piss, the, 280. 

Hangul, or (’ashmere stag, 100, 202 
—shooting, 227. 
llanlc, district of, 204. 

Hanh'i river, 20". 

Happy hunting-grounds, 127. 

Hai‘es, shooting tine, 252. 

Hart, royal, a shot at a, 200—a sliot 
in the dusk, 207. 

Haunted house, a, 10. 

Heads, skinning, 354. 

Himalayan scenery and sport, 2. 
Himalayas, iipjicr ranges of the, 240. 
Hindu-Koh, meaning of, 1. 

Hints concerning kit, camp-equipage, 
&c., for a Himalayan hunting-trip, 
351. 

Hog-deer [Axis porcinus)^ 144. 
Hoonya cavah’y, 310. 

Hoonyas and their flocks, 323. 
Hoonyas, the, 310. 

Horses, wild, gi’azing, 243. 
Hospitality, native, 179. 

Hot spring, 113. 


Hummam in Srinuggnr, 124. 

Fhindt's, 310—undiilnting nplamls of, 
320. 

llurdwar, 7. 

Hunting etiquette, 2. 

Thex, the FTimaluyan, lOS—pursuit 
of. 111 —frugal repast of, 112—a 
herd of, 113—a licrd of splendid, 

110 shooting a spleudiil huek, 
120—more, hig bucks, 122-—another 
buck got, ih. 

Ibex-hunting, best season for, 02. 

Indian mountains, ascent of, 305. 

Indus, route along the upper waters 
of the, 230 ferrying the, 264. 

Intruders on the scene, 335. 

Inveigling wily mahseer, 28. 

Iron-shod pole, 86. 

Is]amaha<l, 06. 

.leetoo, old, a slnkaree, 40. 

.torkijig nu at, IS8. 

tlhclum, the river, 03- -windings of 
the, 06. 

doke, fatiil practical, 16. 

.long()<‘n, a deputation from, 318. 

“3Ilia,” m'o.ssing a, 4. 

Jurrow, the, of tlie Himalayas, 25— 
near (juarters wUh a, 4.0 Imnting 
for, 45 -- nK)«les f>f killing, 48, 

Kaih'us peak, 317- 

Kallce or Sarda river, 77- 

K:iinet, crest of, 348. 

Kangra, valley of the*, 2S7. 

Karzok, 274—return to, 277. 

Karzok men, 275. 

Kazima, bidding adieu to, 107—meet 
him several year.s afterwards, 
108. 

Kazura la, 275. 

Khetlda camp, the 153. 

“ Khud,” driving a, 160. 

Kiang, wihl horse of Tibet, 235, 32*1. 

Kookeric, or Goorkha knifig 26. 

Kosa village, 307. 

“Kras,” sliooting a, 216. 

Knen Liin range, 326. 

Kugrang, a long glen, 234—going up 
the, 235. 
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Kulu, pine-clad hills of, 286. 
Kumaon, the hills of, 7. 

Kumaon mountain-passes, 288. 
Kurreem, a half-bred Tartar, 229. 

Ladak, a start for, 228. 

Lrd Daka, a range of hills, ‘12(1, H27, 

Lanak la, 272. 

Landslip, recent, 164. 

Leh, arrival at, 228, 240. 

Leopards, 9—watching for, 50—man- 
eating, 58 — a snow, shares the 
spoils, *116. 

Light and shade effects on the moun¬ 
tains, 74. 

Lingzitang, desert plain of, 2.‘1(). 
Lookoong, 2.‘1.‘?—leave, 257. 
“Loongees,” horned argus-pheasant, 
69. 

Lost trophies always the fine.st, 220. 

Mahsecr-fishing, ,‘l — description of 
the fish, 21. 

Malari, village of, 307, 30S. 
Mansorawar, lake of, 317. 

Markhor, {(hipm mcijox'i ro^) 174 — 
description of, vV). - ditheulty of 
finding great old, LSI — a herd of, 
182. 

Marmot, the Ilinialayan, 99 — Ti¬ 
betan, 262. 

Miirroo AVurdwaii, 100. 

Marsemik, 2.39—camping on, 249. 
Marsemik la, crossing over the, 2.3.3. 
Martund, the Temple of the Sun, 208. 
Meeting, an unexpected, .3.38. 

Menu, a rare, 25.3. 

Mergun pa.sa, recrossing the, 12.3. 
Mirpa tso, a lake surrounded by hills, 
258. 

Mirza, establishment of, surgeon and 
barber, 124. 

Moras.s, quaking, 149. 

Morning, a cheerless, 250. 

Mountain Ivelles, 90. 

Mountains, starting for the, 3. 
Mullierry-trees, 98. 

Musk-deer and its scent-bag, 75. 
Mussoorie, descending from, 5. 
Muzzle-loader, an old, 1. 


Nandadevi, snow-fields of, 291. 
Napoo, or burrell, the blue wild sheep 
of the Himalayas, 258 — descrip¬ 
tion of the, 284—two killed, 286. 
Nari-Khorsum, 288. 

Natives treed by a tigress, 147. 
Nature’s awful w’orks, 282. 

Nawab (native gentleman), paying 
respects to a, 173. 

Nian, Orix Ammon^ hunting the, 255 
—description of, ih. 

Night, a wild, 102. 

Night vigil, a, 220. 

Nightjars, 166. 

Niti, despatch of messengers to, 338. 
Niti ghat, 288. 

Niti padan, .341. 

Niti pass, the, 278, 309, 317. 

Niti village, .309. 

Nouboog, hamlet of, 97. 

Nouboog Ny 0 forests, the, 201. 

headijuarters at the liandet, 203- 
bivmiac in the forest, 201. 

“ Null ” jungle, 147. 

Numa, return to, 26.3. 

Nynee Tal, 8. 

(bik-trees, shooting bears in, 1.3. 
Onions, raw, 234. 

Ooti, 273. 

(4tters, young, 13.3. 

Or<s Awmon^ 337—getting a long 
and lucky shot at, 261- Hock of, 
322—catching an, asleep, .329. 

I’angong district, 231. 

I’angong lake, 277. 

Pangong tso, 232, 257. 

Pangoor tso, a small salt lake, 258. 
Parang, a flood of melted snow, 279. 
Parang la, the, 279—across it in a 
snowstorm, 280. 

Parang, valley of the, 279. 

Partridge, black, 132. 

Peacocks, presence of, 132. 
l*eepsa.s flies, 64. 

Powra or olive partritlge, 42. 
Pheasants, Kalleege, 39—“Koklass,” 
42, 187—snow, 312—brood of, 277 
—moonal, 70. 

Pigeons, blue, 339. 
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Pigs, wiki, 40. 

Pir Punchal range, 17‘2. 

Pithoragarh or wShore, 9. 

Poisonous exhalations, 240. 
Polyanthus, 273. 

Ponds, hill, or “ trags,” 211. 

Pony, usefulness of a, 244. 

Poolas, thin rope of twisted rice- 
straw, 102. 

Porcupines, 135. 

Pork, an unsuccessful stiilk for, 70. 
Porters, female, 307. 

Position, a precari^>us, 295. 

Pottage, making, 250. 
Ihayer-cyliiidcrs, 230. 

Precipice, shelling a, 171. 
Predicament, awkward, 178. 
Providence, tempting, 28. 

Puddoo, 289. 

“ Pulla ” or low wall, 275. 

Pumped,” 237. 

Pythons, hunting, 138. 

Kace for a shot, 190. 

Kam, a gi'aiid old, 315 — after a 
wounded, 334- killing a, 312. 
liams, two, killed, 30(5, 

Ivamzan Mcer, an old shikaree, 9(5. 
lUuidom shot, a, and its eonsccjlienees, 

194. 

Ivarelied air and its ellects, 251. 

Rats and mice, an invasion of, 222. 
Ravens, a pair of l»ig, 250. 
Reddish-yellow hills, 241. 

Reid, Colonel, joins, on a .shooting 
expedition, 134. 

Remorse, a twinge of, 210. 
Rhododeridron-lmslies, 4, 08, 

Rooils, mountain, 4. 

Rookshu, district of, 2(54—people, 
27 5. 

Roughing it on the hill, 122. 

Ruins, ancient, on the Jhelum, 93. 
Rutting season, the, 201. 

Rutting stags, recklc.ssucss of, 211. 
Rwing, camped at, 307. 

Sakchu, rapid stream of melted snow, 
325. 

Salmon and mahscer fishing contrast¬ 
ed, 21. 


Salt-lick, nrtilicial, 48. 

Salt-licks, 88. 

Sambur or “ jurrow,” 23. 
Sand-grouse, 273. 

Sauga or wooden I ridge, 3'(.'>. 
Satroodra, river Sutlej, 320. 

Scene, beautiful, 108. 

Scraitota, 292. 

Sewaliks, fos.sil remains in the, 128 
—game of the, 130—the ridge of 
the, 135, 

Shangus, village of, 90. 
Shawl-weavers, 127. 

Sheep, wild, 3. 
vShikaree, the native, 34. 

Shipchillum stream, 327- 
Shooting a bear, 44. 

Shooting under ditliculties, 179, 
Shore or Ihthoragarh, 9. 

Shot, lucky, 104 -shockingly bad, 
107—a wasted, 180. 

Shyok liver, 234. 

Silence and loiu'bness of the liills, 241. 
Simla., 4. 

Sind valley, beautiful, 228. 

Snakes, an abode of, 139. 

Snow, a crawl over the, 193- dirty 
melted, forming torrents, 245. 
Snow-bridges, 1 S9. 

Snow-se.ene, grainl, 298. 

.Snow-slopes, 117. 

Snow.storm, n, 77. 

.Snowy range in prospect, 4. 

Snowy waste, a, 278. 

Spear-grass, 1.30. 

Spectacle, extraordinary, 105. 

Spiti bijicds and i|uadriipe<ls, 280. 
Sp«>tted-dcer (.4mifra/uOiN), 144. 
Srinuggiir, 94 - excursion to, 12.3. 
Stag, a splendiil, 52. 

Stag, C.'ushmerc, the, 202~-beauty of 
its horns, //;.--on the trail of, 205. 
Stag-silooting in ( ash mere compared 
with deer-stalking in Scotland, 199 
—the rutting season, 201. 

Stalk, a long and dillicult, 117. 
Stalking a stag, 218. 

Starlight in 'Pibet, 247* 

Steadying the nerve.s, 120. 

Strange presentiment sadly fulfilled, 
125. 
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Strategy of an old shikaree, 210. 

Strawberries, abundance of, 348. 

Sultanpore, 280. 

Summer in the plains of India, 172. 

Sun-scorching, 233. 

Surjoo, liBhing-river, 23. 

Surrow, the {NtmorhauluH huh(di/i(t), 
101—characteristics of, 102—driv¬ 
ing out a, 107" are circumvented, 
170. 

Sutlej, the, 318, 

“ Suttoo(meal made from barley), 
230. 

Swamp-deer (liUctrvm JJatioancdlu), 

140. 

Tableau, a wild, 184. 

Talir ami gooral right and left, 81. 

'Fulir, the (wild-goat family), 02— its 
flesh and bones used a.s medicine, 
03 a buck, 183. 

Talisman, seaieh for a, 102. 

Tamarisk fuel, 231. 

'I'anksee, 231. 

'rapoobiin, village of, 280, 348. 

'rartar escort, dcpai ture of, 3-13. 

Tartar nomads, 811. 

T;i/;ing, a good loc.ality for (hu.s Aw- 
jiioH, 311), 337. 

Tea, cold, using, 182- <;old, strong, 
a remedy for the eflects of the 
rarefied air, 233 as made in 
Tibet, 310. 

Telescope, walking .sav(;d by u.se of, 

202 . 

Tent Huitiihlc fur cx[)eilition, 333. 

4'erui, 7. 

Thakil, the, 11. 

Thunderstorms, terrilic, 134, 188. 

Tibetan atmos[>here, clearness of, 
232. 


Tibetan Buddhists, 230. 

Tibetan fish, 340. 

Tibetan himas, an encampment of, 88. 
4’iger-shooting, 130 -a contumacious, 
130. 

Tiger tale, a, 18—hill, 9. 

Timber, hardwood, 223. 
Tobacco-pipes, primitive, 74, 

Tolma, hamlet of, 292. 

Tramp, a weary, 326. 

Trisool, 290. 

4'rout-like fish, 252. 

Tso Kar known as the Salt Lake, 
274, 276. 

Tso Morari, 273. 

Tsos, Tibetan antelope {Kemas Jlodij- 
souH), 238—description of the sali¬ 
ent features of, ih. 

Uushin, village of, 100. 

Untadhiira pass, 339. 

A’apour, (hjiise moniing, 29, 

Wapiti of N<jrtli America, 199. 
\Vatcr-crcs.ses, 131. 

Water-nut, 126. 

\Vhisky, Bhutia, 347. 

Whitw'orth rille, 333. 

Wolf, black, out of range, 202. 
Woodcock-shooting, 131. 

Woolar lake, 93. 

Wounds, bad, wild animals recover¬ 
ing from, 109. 

WTirdwaii mountains, 94. 

^'ak beef, 248. 

Yak, wild, <4 43bct {I*aq>haym 
yn(iini(it,s), 231, 241—description 
of the, 242—congregate in herds, 
/7>.—value of, 280. 
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